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PREFACE 

The title of this book needs a word of explanation, if 
not of apology ; for to any one who is accustomed to think 
of Thucydides as typically prosaic, and nothing if not purely 
historical, the epithet Mythistoricvs may seem to carry a 
note of challenge, or even of paradox. But the sense in 
which the exiH*e8sion has here been used is quite consistent 
with the historian's much-talked-of * trustworthiness ', and, 
indeed, with the literal truth of every statement of fact in 
the whole of his work. It is possible, however, even for 
a writer of history, to be something much better than 
trustworthy. Xenophon, I suppose, is honest; but his honesty 
makes it none the easier to read him. To read Thucydides 
is, although certainly not easy, at any rate pleasant, because 
— ^trustworthiness and all — he is a great artist. It is the 
object of this essay to bring put an essentially artistic aspect 
of his work, which has escaped notice, partly because the 
history is so long that it is hArd to take it in as a whole, 
and partly because the execution of the effect is imperfect, 
having been hindered by the good intentions with which 
Thucydides set out. 

The history, as it stands, is the product of two hardly / 
compatible designs. It was originally planned as a textbook 
of strategy and politics in the form of a journal ; and it is 
commonly taken to be actually nothing more. But the work, 
in the course of its progress, began to grow, as it were of 
itself, out of this pedestrian plan into a shape with another 
contour, which, however, is broken by the rigid lines of the 
old plan, and discontinuous; much as a set of volcanic 
islands might heave themselves out of the sea, at such angles 
and distances that only to the eye of a bird, and not to the 
sailor cruising among them, would they appear as the summits 
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of one and the same submerged mountain-ohain. The present 
essay is mainly an attempt to chart these islands^ leaving 
uncoloured blanks where the sea lies flat between them, 
and infringing none of the fishing-rights of the professed 
historian. 

It is the intrusion of this artistic tendency — ^for a thing 
BO unpremeditated can hardly be called a design— that justifies 
the epithet Mythistoricus. By Mythiataria I mean history 
cast in a mould of conception, whether artistic or philosophic, 
which, long before the work was even contemplated, was 
already inwrought into the very structure of the author's 
mind. In every age the common interpretation of the world 
\ of things is controlled by some scheme of unchallenged and 
unsuspected presupposition ; and the mind of any individual, 
however little he may think himself to be in sympathy 
with his ^contemporaries, is not an insulated compartment, 
but more like a pool in one continuous medium — ^the cir- 
cumambient atmosphere of his place and time. This element 
of thought is always, of course, most difficult to detect and 
analyse, just because it is a constant factor which underlies 
all the differential characters of many minds. It was im- 
possible for Dante to know that his scheme of redemption 
would appear improbable when astronomy should cease to 
be geocentric. It is impossible for us to tell how pervasively 
our own view of the world is coloured by Darwinian biology 
and by the categories of mechanical and physical science. 
And so it was with Thucydides. He chose a task which 
promised to lie wholly within the sphere of positively 
ascertainable feict; and, to make assurance double sure, he 
set himself limits which further restricted this sph^, till 
it seemed that no bias, no preconception, no art except the 
art of methodical inquiry, could possibly intrude. But he 
had not reckoned with the truth that you cannot collect 
facts, like so many pebbles, without your own personality 
and the common mind of your age and country having 
something to say to the choice and arrangement of the 
collection. He had forgotten that he was an Athenian, bom 
before Aeschylus was dead; and it did not occur to him 
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that he must have a standpoint and oatlook firom which the 

world, having a long way to travel in a thousand or two 

thousand years, would drift far indeed. Thus it came about 

that even his vigilant precaution allowed a certain traditional 

mode of thought, characteristic of the Athenian mind, to 

shape the mass of facts which was to have been shapeless, 

so that the w ork of science came to be a work of art. And, 

since this mode of thought had, as we shall see, grown 

f without a break out of a mythological conception of the 

\ world of human acts and passions, which is the world of 

' history, I have given him the epithet Mythistoricus. 

This essay, although its argument (of which a summary 
will be found in the Table of Contents) is continuous, has 
been divided into two parts which in a way reflect the 
twofold design of Thucydides' history. Having occasion to 
look into the question, how the Peloponnesian War arose, 
I felt, vaguely but strongly, that Thucydides' account of its 
origin is remarkably inadequate ; and I came to form a very 
different theory of the real causes of the war. This theory 
I have stated in the first four chapters, because, although the 
subject seems to me to be of no great importance in itself, 
it led me to inquire further, why Thucydides has told us 
about this matter — and told us at considerable length — so 
exceedingly little that appears to us relevant. The rest of 
the book is an answer to this question. I found that the 
reason lay, not in the author's famous reticence — he thought 
he had recorded all we should want to know — but in the £a.ct 
/ that he did not, as is com monly asserted, take a^gcipntifif, 
I view of human TSistory. HatHer he toofljie view of one 
w^j. J¥?3?g... an admirably s^Bientific_tempi^. JiuJ^wi-^ 
I indispensable aid of accumulati^ 
and of the apparatus of scientiftc,^ppnceptiojMj^.^5^^ 
labour of subsequent centuries ha^^xejQAftd, elaborated, and 
digtingiiishftd. Instead of this furniture of thought, to the 
inheritance of which every modem student is bom, Thucydides 
possessed, in common with his contemporaries at Athens, the 
cast of mind induced by an early education consuting almost 
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t exclnsively in the study of the poets. No amonnt of hard, 
rational thinking — an exercise which Thucydides never inter- 
mitted — oould suffice to break up this mould, in an age 
when science had as yet provided no alternative system of 
conception. The bent of his poetical and artistic nurture 
comes out in the mythistorical portions of the work, which 
in the later chapters I have singled out and put together. 
^ The principle which informs and connects the m is the tragic 
theory of hu man nature — a traditional psychology which 
Thucydides seems u) me u) have learnt from Aeschylus. I 
have tried to show at some length how the form of the 
Aeschylean drama is built upon this psychology ; and, finally, 
I have traced the theory of the tragic passions back into that 
dim past of mythological belief out of which it came into the 
hands of the Athenian dramatists. So my original question 
finds its answer. Thucydides never understood the origin of 
the war, because his mind was filled with preconceptions 
which shaped the events he witnessed into a certain form ; 
and this form chanced to be such that it snapped the causal 
links between incidents, in the connexion of which the secret 
lies. 

The Greek historians can be interpreted only by reference 
to the poets; and to understand the poets, we must know 
something of the mythological stage of thought, the fund of 
glowing chaos out of which every part of that beautiful, 
articulate world was slowly fashioned by the Hellenic intellect 
There is, on the literary side, no branch of classical study 
which is not still suffering from the neglect of mythology. 
The poets are still treated as if, like an eighteenth-century 
essayist, they had a tiresome trick of making 'allusions' 
which have to be looked up in a dictionary. The history of 
philosophy is written as if Thales had suddenly dropped from 
the sky, and, as he bumped the earth, ejaculated, ' Everything 
must be made of water 1 ' The historians are examined on 
the point of * trustworthiness ' — a question which it is the 
inveterate tendency of Englishmen to treat as a moral 
question ; and, the certificate of honesty once awarded, their 
evidence is accepted as if they had written yesterday. The 
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fallacy which I have designated ' The Modernist Fallacy ' was 
never, perhaps, so rife as it is now ; and, but that I have no 
wish to be contentious, this essay might be taken as a polemic 
against it, in so far as I have argued that the thought of 
a most prosaic and rational writer of antiquity moved in 
an atmosphere which we should recognize* to be poetic and 
mythical. 
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Since I make no claim to have added to the stock of 
detailed historical information, but only to have given a new 
setting to established facts, I have not thought it necessary to 
acknowledge the source of every statement. The material of 
the first four chapters is taken largely from Dr. Busolt's | 
monumental Oriechiache Geachichie^ or from well-known 
sources which Dr. Busolt's learning and industry have made 
easily accessible to any student I have also found Beloch's 
work useful and suggestive. If I have, for the convenience 
of exposition, here and there expressed disagreement with 
a phrase from Professor Bury's History of Greece^ I would 
not be thought insensible of the services rendered to scholar- 
ship by a student whose vast erudition has not blunted 
the delicate feeling for poetry revealed in his editions of 
Pindar. 

My thanks are due to the Publishers for their unvarying 
courtesy and consideration. My friend, Mr. A. K Bemays, of 
Trinity College, has kindly read the proofs and suggested 
corrections. I should like also to recognize with gratitude 
the wonderful promptitude and efficiency of the readers and 
staff of the Clarendon Press. 

There remain two other debts of a more personal kind. 

One, which I am glad to acknowledge in this place, is 
somewhat indefinite, but still profound. It is to Dr. Yerrall, 
who, at a time when classical poetry in this country either 
served as an engine of moral discipline in the teaching of 
grammar or added an elegance of profane scholarship to the 
cultured leisure of a deanery, was among the first to show 
that a modem intellect could achieve a real and burning 
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contact with the living minds of Greece. From his books and 
lectures many of my generation first learnt that the Greeks 
were not blind children, with a singular turn for the common- 
place, crying for the light of Christian revelation ; and I am 
conscious, moreover, that in this present attempt to under- 
stand, not the syntax, but the mind, of Thucydides, I am 
following, for part of the way, a path which first opened 
before me when, in the breathless silence of his lecture-room, 
I began to understand how literary art could be the passion 
of a life. 

The other obligation is to Miss Jane Harrison, to whom this 
book is dedicated in token that, but for the sympathy and 
encouragement she has given at every stage of its growth, 
this dream would have followed others up the chinmey 
with the smoke. Any element of value there may be in 
the mythological chapters is due, directly or indirectly, to her; 
and, grateful as I am for the learning which she has put 
unreservedly at my disposal, I am much more grateful for 
the swift and faultless insight which, again and again, has 
taken me straight to a point which my slower apprehension 
had fumbled for in vain. 

F. M. C. 

Tbihitt Collboi, 

Jimuary, 1907. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE CAUSES OP THE WAR 

Thuctdides prefaces the introductory Book of his history 
with the statement that he has recorded the grounds of 
quarrel between Athens and the Peloponnesians, 'in order 
that no one may ever have to ask from what origin so great 
a war arose among the Hellenes.' ^ Plainly he thought that 
his account, which follows, of the disputes and negotiations 
on the eve of the outbreak ought to satisfy posterity. He 
has told us all the ascertained truth which seemed to him 
relevant. Sut somehow we are not satisfied. We do not 
feel, after reading the first Book, that Thucydides has told 
us all that we want to know, or all that he knew and, if 
he had considered it relevant, might have told. So attempts 
have again and again been made to go behind his story. 
We are still troubled by the question which he thought no 
one would ever have to ask. 

Our impression, as we review this preliminary narrative, 
sums itself into a sense of contradiction. The ostensible 
protagonists in the Feloponnesian War were Sparta and 
Athens — ^Athens as represented by Perides. On the other 
hand, neither Pericles nor Sparta is provided with any 
sufficient motive for engaging, just then, in hostilities. Ac- 
cordingly we find in the modem histories, which are necessarily 
based on Thucydides, conflicting statements of the type : 
* Sparta, or Corinth, forced the war upon Athens,' and then 
again : ' Pericles saw that war was inevitable and chose this 
moment for forcing it upon Sparta.' So uncertain are we 
on the questions: who wanted this war, and why they 
wanted it. 

> L2S.6. 
B 2 
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Why, then, did Athens and Sparta fight ? This very ques- 
tion seems to have puzzled contemporaries; for various 
accounts were already current when Thucydides wrote, and 
it was partly his object to correct vulgar opinion and readjust 
the perspective to his own view. Modem historians do little 
more than traverse the same ground in his footsteps and 
follow him to the same conclusion. 

Besides Thucydides' own opinion, which we reserve for the 
present, three main views can be distinguished. These are : 
(1) that the war was promoted by Pericles from personal 
motives ; (2) that it was a racial war — Ionian against Dorian ; 
(3) that it was a conflict of political ideals — Democracy 
against Oligarchy.^ The first of these is only a superficial 
account of the immediate cause. The other two are more 
reflective, pointing to causes of a wider and deeper sort, and 
touching the whole character and significance of the struggle. 
We will briefly discuss them in order. 

(1) That Pericles had personal grounds for thrusting the 
war on Sparta, seems to have been the vulgar belief — the 
belief which Thucydides desired, above all, to l^fute. Pericles, 
said the gossips, was avenging the theft of three loose women * ; 
he was afraid of sharing the fate of Pheidias, and so stirred 
up a general conflagration ; ^ he wished to avoid rendering 
account of public moneys;^ he acted from an ambitious 
desire to humble the pride of the Feloponnesians.^ These 
and similar current scandals have found their way, through 
Ephorus and others, into Plutarch and Diodorus. Among 
the modems, Beloch® inclines to revert to a view of this type. 
Pericles, finding his position at home shaken, was anxious 
to turn attention elsewhere. But it has been sufficiently 
replied that, though this motive might explain his socialistic 

* 'The ineyitable struggle between these rival powers widened into 
a conflict of race between lonians and Dorians, and a party warfare 
between democracy and oligarchy.' — Companion to Greek Studies , Cambridge, 
1906, p. 69. When a war is described as 'inevitable', we may be almost 
certain that its causes are not known. 

< Arist Ach, 624. * Arist. Pax, 608. 

* Died. xiii. dS. « Plut. malig. Herod. 6. 

* Oriech. Oewh. i. 616. 
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measures in home politics, the war was certain to be unpopular 
with a great part of the citizens, and could not, as conducted 
by Pericles, have any dazzling results at first.^ 

If there is any truth in this view, there must have been 
something in Pericles' situation more threatening and more 
difficult to meet than malicious prosecutions of his personal 
friends ; or he could not have been driven to an expedient 
so desperate and (must we not add ?) so unscrupulous. We 
will pass on, bearing in mind that c ontemporary Athen s, 
as this scandal shows, believed that Pericles made the war. 
and was hard put to it to divine his reasons. 

(2) Was it, then^ a racial conflict of Ionian against Dorian? 
Thucy dides, at any rate, nowhere suggests that racial antipathy 
was a main element , IcTtact, two nations do not go to war 
on such grounds ; though, of course, when war has broken 
out, there will always be people wicked enough to inflame 
the prejudice and pride of blood. The Corinthians will call 
upon Sparta to help the Potidaeans 'who are Dorians be- 
sieged by lonians \^ Brasidas will tell his troops that they 
are Dorians about to meet lonians whom they have beaten 
again and again.^ Especially will language of this kind be 
heard in Sicily, because there the diplomatic game of Athens 
is to stir up Ionian racial feeling against Syracuse, and to 
cover designs of conquest with the fine pretext of * succouring 
our kinsmen of Leontini \^ Hermocrates brushes aside these 
plausible excuses. Let no one say, he urges, that, though the 
Dorians among us may be enemies to the Athenians, the 
Chalcidians are safe because they are lonians and kinsmen 
to Athens. The Athenians do not attack us because we are 
divided into two races, of which one is their enemy, the 
other their friend.^ Precisely ; and the same holds of Athens 
and Sparta at home. We must find some more tangible 
motive for war than a difference of race. 

(3) The third view is that the struggle was political < The^ 
war became in time a conflict of political principles : com- 
m^5^ of feeling and^teres^ democrats \>n the one I 

^ DelbrQck, cit. Busolt, iii. 2. 819. * Thiio. L 124. 

■ Thuc V. 9. • Thuc vL 76 if. » Thiic. iv. 61. v 
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^^^® agft^^^ st oligarchs on the other/ ^ But though it may 
1)6 true that the war became ao in time^ this will not account 
for the outbreak. The point is complicated, because ^oli- 
garch ' and ' democrat ' meant very different things in different 
states, and at different times in the same sti^te. We must 
recur to this difficulty later; here it is enough to observe 
that Sparta did not fight At hens bftcausfl Athflns wiw Rilly 

enough^ to Have a demoCTatj^^jgg^JitjjLaon- ^o.jQRft^.TKQftW 
maintain that Nor had the Athenians any ot^ec^^igft ^g i^}^^ 
Sparl'an Bvstem of government — a t S parta. 

It will hardly be believed, either, that each state fought to 
give Greece in general the blessings of a constitution like its 
own. Of course, we shall find one of them posing as a 
benefactor. 'The sympathies of mankind were largely on 
the side of the Spartans, who proclaimed themselves the 
libemtors of Hellas'.^ The words were sure to find willing 
ears among the oppressed subjects of Athenian 'tyranny'. 
But why, when Mytilene sent to Sparta vmmiediatdy bef(yre 
the war^ and offered to revolt, did Sparta refuse her aid? 
The similar pretensions of Athens in earlier days had not been 
more substantial. To the minor states ' freedom ' meant auto- 
nomy. The Athenian allies, until they revolted, were allowed 
considerable latitude in self-government. An oligarchy of 
landowners was tolerated at Samos, till the revolt of 440. 
Mytilene had a moderate oligarchy, till the revolt of 428. 
But then these very facts show that Athens did not care enough 
for the abstract principle of democracy to fight for the re- 
cognition of it in other states. Neither she nor Sparta was 
so philanthropic. ' Each of the two supreme states ', says 
Aristotle,^ 'set up in the other cities governments on the 
model of its own— democracies in the one case and oligarchies 
in the other. In so doing they considered their own interests, 

^ Whibley, Political BarHu ai Athens^ p. 88. Mr. Whibley, of course, only 
gives this as one factor in the situation, which it certainly was, qfUr the war 
had broken out. 

« Thuc ii. 8. 4. 

* Thuo. iii. 2 ; the offer was probably made after the roYolt of Potidaea. 

* Ar. Pol, vi. (iv.) 11. 1296 a 82. 
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not those of the cities • . . The result has been that the cities 

have lost even the desire for equality, and are accustomed 

either to seek empire or to bow to superior force.' It was not, in 

fact, a question of the ideal form of government. The Athenian 

Demos did not set up democracies in the spirit in which 

Plato instituted an aristocracy in Utopia; they supi)orted 

the corresponding class in the allied states, because they had 

common interests and a class-sympathy of poor against rich. 

Similarly the Spartan oligarchy maintained the corresponding 

class in neighbouring states, but only inside the Pdoponneoe. 

They were not conscious of a disinterested mission to the 

rest of Hellas. 

^i^iejtrug;gie_i©1^^^ ,o}ig!B^^hj^jxhsx&^ 

exisCed, was in. the main not a warfare between nati ons 

one city f Each wanted to rule in its own way ; each was 
prepared at any moment to invoke the aid of the national 
enemy. But neither at Athens nor at Sparta was there any 
such struggle going on at the beginning of the war. It was 
natural for the contrasts of Ionian and Dorian, democrat 
and oligarch, to be much in the air, because the nominal 
head of the Feloponnesian league happened to be Dorian and 
oligarchical, while Athens was Ionian and democratic. Argos 
was democratic and Dorian ; and she was sometimes on one 
side, sometimes on the other. But did she join Athens in 
461 because she was democratic, and Sparta in the present 
war because she was Dorian ? 

Neither the racial contrast nor the political provides either 
party with a definite and sufficient motive for embarking, just 
at this moment, on a conflict. We-Jxmat look elsewhere. 

Most of the modem histories come back to Thucydides* 
one explicit statement of his own view, and there rest content, y^ 
' The most genuine pretext, though it appeared least in what 

— — S. . — ^_ iS- ■- — Q I A * , 1.1, III I - ■ ^''" i ■ t^^ 

'was said, I oonBider to have been the growing power o f the 
them into war/^ Thucydides holds (1) that tne^^aftans 

1 Thao. i. 28. 6 ; repeated in i. 88, and explained 88*118. 2 ; alluded to by 
the Coroyreana in i 88. 
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were afraid of Athens' growing power, and (2j| th at tl^ jgar 
was forced on Sparta. 

We shall recur later to the explanation which Thueydides 
gives of this alarm. It is sufficient here to note that the 
Spartans were reluctant to fight ; the impulse did not come 
from them. This we believe to be true. Sparta was not 
an imperial or conquering state. The purpose of her elaborate 
and rigid military system was often misunderstood ; even 
Aristotle speaks of it as designed for conquest. But its 
existence is otherwise explained by a glance at the economic 
and social conditions. The soil of Lacedaemon was owned by 
a few, very large proprietors.^ Hence, while the country could 
have maintained fifteen hundred horse and thirty thousand 
hoplites, the total number fell to a thousand, and Sparta could 
not survive a single blow. Her fall at Leuctra was due to 
the paucity of her citizen population. The laws were framed 
to encourage the increase of the privileged class ; and this 
tendency, combined with the growth of large estates, was 
bound to produce a very large number of i)oor.' Only the 
small and decreasing body of the rich enjoyed full citizenship. 
The Spartiates, says Isocrates,^ enslaved the souls of the 
common people no less than those of their servants. They 
appropriated, he goes on, not only the best of the land^ but 
also more of it than was similarly occupied elsewhere in 
Greece, leaving so little for the mass of the people^ and that 
little so poor, that these could scarcely keep alive with 
grinding toil. The common folk were spUt up in tiny 
' cities ', less important than villages in Attica. l>eprived of 
all a freeman should have, they were yet compelled to serve 
as attendants in war. Worst of all, the Ephors could execute 
them untried, in any numbers. Their condition was lower 
than that of slaves in other parts of Greece. The Ephors, we 
are told, on taking office regularly declared war on the Helots, 
so that to massacre them at any moment might be legal. 

^ Ar. PdL ii. 9 famiBhes this and the following partioulars. 
^ Cf. Thnc i. 141. The Peloponnesians are dtnwfrpA and have no wealth. 
' Tawsih, 270. Isocrates* statements are, of course, rhetorical ; but these 
seem to be tnie. 
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The danger of such a situation — the constant menace of 
revolt — did not escape the observation of Aristotle,^ who 
further remarks that the Spartans plainly had not discovered 
the best method of governing a subject population. To meet 1 
this danger, and not for purposes of conquest, their military 
system was designed and maintained. Thucydides saw this, j 
In 424, he says, the Spartans favoured Brasidas' expedition, 
because, now that the Athenians were infesting the Felopon- 
nese, they wanted to send some Helots out of the way and 
so prevent a rising for which the occupation of Fylos gave an ^ 
opportunity. ' Most ofithA LOfOSdM/nmnian insiitutiotm wsqp^ - • 

Thig Ba^agious^obMrvation had esca ped Dao8t_of ^Ihucjcdides* 
contiomp^rariea. They could not understand why a great 
military power should not be aggressive, and they put it down 
to the notorious ' slowness ' of the Spartan character. ' Of all 
the Hellenes ', so the Corinthians expostulate, ' you alone keep 
quiet.' 'Justice with you seems to consist in not injuiing 
others and only defending yourselves from being injured.'^ 
Elsewhere,^ Thucydides himself falls into the same strain. 
In 411, he says, if the Feloponnesians had been more 
energetic, the whole Athenian empire might have fallen into 
their hands ; but the two peoples were of very different 
tempers, the one quick and adventurous, the other timorous 
and slow. The Spartans, he remarks again, were never dis- 
posed to make war except when compelled.^ 

This reluctance is easy to es^plain- Situated in an out-of- 
the-way comer of the peninsula, locked in by mountains 
and almost harbourless coasts, prohibited by law from com- 
merce and industry, the Spartans never yoluntaril,y_jjid -, 
spontaneously attempted^^nquSt" outsldetha Polnpnnnege. 
They did not want an empire over-seas, and when they got 
one, could not hold it. Their ideal was a, 'Jifla-^-- virtue', 
to be lived by a small class at thjs jBxpeiwe of a majority held 
^3own by ruthlessTepression aud treacheroua. mftflBftCiTg' ^^^_l 

» PoL ii. 9. " Thuc. iv. 80. 

» Thuc. i. W. * Thuc viii. 96. 

» Thuc i. 118. 
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fear of the Helots, it was necessary to maintain a ring of 
'oligarchies' on their land frontier. That was all their 
ambition. Living on a powder-mine, they had everything 
to fear, and nothing positive to gain, from hostilities with 
Athens. The moment war broke out their coasts were 
defenceless. The Athenians — as Demosthenes had the wit to 
see — ^had only to land a force on some remote point, like 
Fylos, easily defensible and capable of being provisioned 
from the sea, and the Spartans were powerless. What could 
they do when the oppressed serfs flocked into such a centre of 
revolt 1 Yet this obvious peril faced them from the first 
moment of war with the mistress of the seas. Naturally, 
they were reluctant, and 'not of a temper to make war 
except when compelled '. Th ucydides i s right;..when h9..a8.ys 
they were forced into th^ 

But who forced them ? Pericles, and the Athenian demo- 
cracy 1 The term 'democracy' has fatally misleading associa- 
tions, and it is not easy always to remember that the 
language used by contemporaries about political parties is 
vitiated by a constant source of error. The old names, Whig 
and Tory, oligarch and democrat, which stand for the aims 
of parties in one generation go on being used in the next, 
when the lines of cleavage have really shifted and parties are 
divided on quite other issues. A democrat was a revolu- 
tionary under Peisistratus^ a radical under Cleisthenes, and 
in the time of Pericles a conservative. 

In order to understand the position of Pericles it is necessary 
to glance back over the period occupied by this change. The 
history of Athens exhibits a series of upheavals from below, 
which end in the full realization of democracy. The power 
of the great landed families, who ruled Athens down to the 
Persian wars, had been broken by Cleisthenes, though repre- 
sentatives of the two chief houses, the Alcmaeonidae and the 
Philaidae, continue to play the leading parts for some time to 
come. Themistocles, half an alien by birth, had broken into 
the charmed circle and created a party of his own, which the 
aristocrats combined to oppose. ELis inyentiQA.j;}jL-4th$iuan 
sea power and his creation of the Piraeus were strokes of fresh 
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and i nnovatipg geniu s. The policy they stood for was justified 
at i^alamis and adopted in the next generation. 

After the Persian wars men's minds were at first filled with 
the Eastern perU. The Fhilaidae, headed by Eimon, took 
up the anti-Persian ideal — war to the death with the bar- 
barian. The ideal was identified with pan-Hellenism and 
friendship for Athens' yokefellow, Sparta. The men of 
Marathon, the victory of the aristocrat Miltiades, rallied 
rounjd Miltiades' son. The men of Salamis, the democratic 
victory won by the upstart Themistocles, supported the leader 
of the opposite house. The upheaval in this generation was 
led by Pericles and Ephialtes. Family tradition associated 
the Alcmaeonid Pericles with the seafaring population of ' the \ 
shore '. But the sea power of Athens comes to mean something 
different from what it meant to the generation who had seen 
the Persian wars. The Eastern peril fades, to vanish at 
Eurymedon. The Delian league loses its raieon cC^re and 
passes from an * alliance ' into an * empire '. To Pericles ^ 
empire meant glory (n/x^, the firsjb J3£ tk^.J. iiiJS^M09l pawawil 
^motives — glo^[yi,,fgaji,^rofit !^J^hich the Athei^sj;^ flJJflgP ^ 

compelling ttXWi. f.n rftf<^iy^ fhft^jnfljfinn^.Vipy ]^ yfqp ^ Jn 

his speeches Pericles is always dwelling on the glory of 
Athens' rule. A genuine imperialist, he honestly believed 
that the School of Hellas was a benevolent and beneficent j 
institution, and did his best to make it so. 'No subject 
complains of being ruled by such a mistress, no enemy of 
being injured by so glorious an antagonist/' Thucydides, 
the son of Melesias, kept up the opposition on the antiquated , 
lines, and attacked Pericles for using the allies' treasure - 
for other ends than war with Persia. Thucydides was behind i 
the times ; he was ostracized, and left Pericles in undisputed 
supremacy. 

Meanwhile, with the achievement of complete democracy, 
the constitutional struggle was over. The people had gained 
all they wanted. They did not desire complete equality of 
all dasm. As the oligarchic writer^ puts it, they did not 

3 ''' Pseado-Xen. d» np. Ath. i. 8. ^ Thuo. ii. 41. 
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want the offices on -which the safety of the state depended ; 
they knew it was better for men of substance to hold them. 
They only want^ he sneers, the offices which carry wages. 
It is less unfair to say that they were content with their 
stronghold, the law courts. As for the oligarchs, they were 
no longer a party. The oligarchs from conviction were a 
hopeless minority who could only intrigue in secret and try 
to influence elections. 

The reign of Pericles follows. What was there left for 
Athens to do 1 From Pericles' point of view, nothing. He 
is accused of being no great statesman, only a great politician ; 
he had no * original constructive idea'. We dispute this. 
Qe had an original idea, which has too rarely made its 
appearance in: ihe^ tt^lory ' oT inanEnH] The T3ea^as ffiat , 
insEead 6f spenSing the treasure of the league on materials 
for a verj improbable war with Per§ift»4.t ^^^^ b'OJbt^xJiP.J^^ 
it on enduring monuments ofperf^j^t .dortKADd^jbhat to make 
a beautiful thing is a worthier occupation than If tiling ^t-^fif 
P^QP ^^ An additional advantage gained by this use of the 
FuncT was that he could thus provide employment for a large 
working population. Those who laboured in the building 
of those great memorials of Athens' glory had as good a claim, 
he said, to be supported from the treasury as men engaged 
on foreign service. Workers in all materials, in marble and 
bronze, ivory and gold, ebony and cypress ; carpenters, masons, 
brassfounders, marblecutters, dyers, goldsmiths, painters, en- 
gravers, turners; merchants and sailors who brought the 
material by sea and by land, wheelwrights, waggoners, 
carriers, ropemakers, leathercutters, roadmakers, miners — 
every art had a whole army of labourers at work and plenty 
was universally diffused. The whole city, ahnost, was drawing 
his wages.^ 

A thoroughly idyllic picture. It is true that the allies, 

who paid the bill, were becoming restive, and the second of 

the three imperial motives — fear — ^was beginning to be felt 

at Athens. Naxos had been the first to revolt, and ' the first 

\^ to be enslaved contrary to the terms of alliance'.' Samos 

1 Pint Per. xii. • Thuc i. 98. 



THE CAUSES OF THE WAR 13 

and Byzantium had called for stem repression. But the 
allies had weakened themselves by letting their navies go and 
contributing money instead of ships. Scattered on islands 
they had no common place of meeting, now that the congress 
of the league had fallen into disuse.^ Pericles' policy towards 
them was 'to keep them in hand' — a phrase several times 
attributed to him and probably often on his lips. 

What reason had Pericles for making war with Sparta? 
That is just the question which puzzled contemporaries; 
hence the scandals which we mentioned and dismissed. When 
historians cannot discover a motive, they say that he saw 
that war was 'inevitable' and hastened the moment. But 
war meant danger to the stability of the Athenian empire — 
the one cloud on his horizon. So long as there was peace, 
the allies could be ' kept in hand ' ; but with the outbreak / 
of hostilities, the Athenian fleet would have other work to do. ) 
The chances of revolt would be enormously increased. When 
the cry for autonomy had once been raiaed, Sparta would 
come forward as the liberator of Hellas. The first duty of 
A^ens^was to maintain unimpaired^the empire which , was 
her glory. Then Jrliy Jlun^ her into, a l^ftr which. was the 
one thing that could make f-Vip. f^yi^^ftr nf Ingjng f^flf fi^ir^pirf^ 
im minent % And what would become of the noble ideal of 
Athens as a centre of culture and of art, the lesson and the 
glory of all Greece ? 

POTcles had no more reagfifi. than Sparta for desiring war ; 
and this is precisely the impression which we j[et frpja 
Thucydi dea^ He tells us indeed that Pericles urged the 
Athenians into the war; but neither at the place where 
this statement occurs,^ nor yet in the speech of Pericles at 
the end of the Book is any motive assigned for this course 
of action. We can only conclude that Thucydides was at 
a loss to understand what the motive could be. Yet some 
one must have desired the war ; and if the two protagonists 
on whom our attention is commonly fixed are each with- 
out a sufficient motive, we must seek elsewhere. In what 
direction ? 

^ Ps.-XexL d0 Itep, Aih. iU 2. * Thuc. i. 127. 
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The due is supplied when we take account of a certain 
point of Thucydidean method. The facts which Thucydides 
in his introduction promises to tell us are of two kinds : firsts 
the events (ipya) — what actually was done in the war ; and 
besides these, only ' the accounts given of themselves by the 
several parties in speeches (Xc(y<{>) '. The history does, in fact, 
consist of two elements — descriptive narration and speeches 
— what was done and what was said. This arrangement in- 
volves a limitation important for our present guidance. The 
arguments, pretexts, explanations, which occur in the speeches 
must be such as could, and would, be used on formal occasions, 
by speakers addressing a particular audience for a particular 
purpose. Further the speakers are, almost always, offijoial 
speakers, the leaders of parties or the representatives of states ; 
there is no room in the plan for any statement of the views 
and aims of minorities, or of the non-official sections of a 
majority. It may be that our secret lies in those dark places 
which the restrictions of this method compel Thucydides to 
leave in darkness. 



CHAPTER II 

ATHENIAN PARTIES BEFOKE THE WAB 

Who were the people on the Athenian side who made the 
war and why did they make it ? Who caused the ' alarm of 
the Lacedaemonians ' and ' forced ' them to fight ? We must 
look behind the official utterances of Pericles, and attempt an 
analysis of the majority with which he worked. We must 
stop speaking of ' the Athenians ', as Thucydides does ; not 
every Athenian was a Pericles in miniature. 

Much has been written about the state of parties at Athens 
during the war — the state reflected in the earlier extant 
comedies of Aristophanes. One point, however, of great 
importance, is easily overlooked. It is that the state of 
parties during the war must have been very different from 
what it was before the war. The annual invasions of Attica 
caused an influx of the rural population into Athens, and so 
altered the balance of parties. Aristophanes shows us only 
the later, transformed condition. To answer our question 
we must go back to the previous state of affikirs. Further, 
we must avoid obscuring the whole discussion by the use of 
in-elevant terms, such as oligarch and democrat 

The unknown author of the tract On the Athenian Gon- 
stitviion ^ tells us in a few pages more about the Athenian 
Demos than we shall find in the who^e of Thucydides, and 
he shows us how the difference of parties looked to an 
old-fashioned aristocrat. He uses three antitheses. (1) The 
corriTnons (hrjfios) are opposed to the men of birth (ycvvaioL) 
— a reminiscence of the old days of patrician rule ; (2) the base 
mechanics {irovripoCf which seems to have some of its original 
meaning, 'working men') are opposed to the leisured and 

1 Pa.-XexL de Btp. AOu 
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educated classes, naWely called 'the best' (ol xpV<rroC or ol 
pikTioToi) ; (8) the poor (Wvijrcs) are contrasted with the 
rich (^XoMTtoi) or men of position and substance (diiifarcirepot). 

It will be seen that the division is not constitutional — 
democrat against oligarch — but a division of class interest 
— poor against rich. This author, however, is criticizing 
the democratic constitution which gives too much power 
to the poor; he is not considering mainly the division of 
parties from the point of view of war. The conditions of 
war bring out a different conflict of interests. The antithesis 
of country and town here becomes significant. It cuts across 
the division of rich and poor ; in the country rich and poor 
alike shared certain risks in war-time which set them against 
rich and poor alike in the town. 

The same author,^ when speaking of war, says (almost 
in Pericles' words, Thuc. i. 143) : * If Athens were only an 
island, she could escape having her lands ravaged by invaders. 
As it is, the farmers and the rich (ol y€<apyovvT€s ical ol vkoicnoi) 
dread the incursions of the enemy, whereas the people 
(6 dfifios), having nothing to lose, live in security.' In this 
passage Hhe people' — so shifting are these terms' — ^means 
HiQtovm poor, contrasted with the owners of land, whether 
large holders (^Xot/o-tot) or small farmers (y€a>/>yoi;in'€s). In 
Aristophanes' the same class, the town demos, are called 
'the poor'. It is from this antithesis of country and town 
that we must start. 

The strength of the landed interest was, on paper, very 
considerable. Thucydides,^ in describing the removal of 
the country folk into Athens, says that it was very painful, 
because the Athenians, more than ai;iy other Hellenic people, 
had always been accustomed to live on the soil. Although 
united by Theseus in a single 'n-JAi;, most of them (ol 'irXeibv;), 

^ P8.-Xen. de Rep, Ath. ii 14. 

' Thnc iL 65, speaking only of the country population, uses S^fios to mean 
the peasantry with small holdings, as distinguished from ol twarol who have 
large estates. 

* Ecd. 197 ravt iti MoBikKtiv rf rtiinyn f^y^oKtiy \ rois vXovaloit 82 «a2 ytwpyou 
0^ ZoMtt, Cf. Plut. vit, Nik. 9 ol tdwopot icai wptfffivnpoi and most of ol ftMpyoi 
fayoured peace. * ii. 16. 
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down to the time of this war, resided from old habit in 
the country. They had just restored their country houses 
after the Persian invasion, and now they were called upon 
to forsake their ancient manner of life and leave the village 
which to them was a city. 

The country people, as is implied when the term 'poor' 
is specially used of the town demos, were comparatively 
well-to-do. The larger owners worked their farms by slave- 
labour ; and even the small holders would have one or two 
slaves.* They grew, probably, enough com to supply their 
own needs, though not those of the town, which depended 
chiefly on importation. They sent fruit and vegetables to 
the Athenian market, and olive-oil across the seas. This 
class had little interest in commerce or in empire ; and they 
had everything to lose by war, which meant the destruction 
of their olive trees.* If they were so numerous, why did they 
not prevent the war ? 

The answer is simple. Their leaders, the territorial aristo- 
cracy, had little political influence. ' Oligarchs ' by tradition, 
they were suspected of laconism and of intrigues to subvert 
the democracy. The great majority of the country people 
were, like Aristophanes' Achamians, peasants who took no 
interest in politics, and seldom or never came to Athens. 
Their hatred of the confinement of town-life is illustrated by 
Dikaiopolis' complaints : 

'Looking in rain to the prospect of the fielck. 
Loathing the eity, longing for a peace, 
To return to my poor Tillage and my farm, 
That never uaed to cry ''Come bny my charcoal!" 
Nor "Buy my oil I" nor "Buy my anything 1" 
But gave me what I wanted, freely and fiiirly, 
Clear of aU cost, with neyer a word of buying 
Or such buy-words.'* 

Many of the citizens, says Isocrates, did not even come to 
the city for festivals, but preferred to stay at home and enjoy 
the pleasures of the country.^ 

^ Hence Thuo. calls the Peloponnesians by contrast, airovpyol, 

* A point frequently mentioned : Thuc ii. 72, 76 ; Ar. Ach. 182, 282, 612 ; 
Pax, 628, &c * Ar. Aeh. 82. Frere. 

* Isocr. Ar^op. 62. Cf. Eur. Or, 918 iki'jfiKa Sarv xdrfOfiSs x/v^roir «^iiXor, | 
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The ' men of Marathon ', now, as always, settled on the soil, 
were a generation behind the townspeople, and hated the 
new growth of the * democratic ' Piraeus. They cared for 
the Empire only on its original, anti-Persian basis, and for 
the Parthenon not at all. They did not want to exploit the 
alliea By traditional sentiment they were not hostile to 
the Spartans. They were out of touch with the new school 
in politics, and so long as peace allowed them to stay quietly 
on their farms, they were a negligible factor in political 
combinations. In Aristophanes we only see them in much 
altered circumstances, exasperated by being driven into the 
town, and enraged against the invaders who had ravaged 
their homes. The more sober and far-sighted joined the 
peace party. Others in time would become assimilated to 
the town-poor, and in the desperation of ruin would reinforce 
the party of war. But all this was after the war had begun ; 
before it broke out their numerical strength was not felt. 
The country-folk, anyhow, were not the people who made 
the war. To find them we must look to the town. 

Athens was not one town, but two. The new factor in 
fifbh-centory politics is the Piraeus. The port had been 
created by Themistocles, who substituted for the exposed, 
sandy bay of Phalerum the rock-defended harbour on the 
other side of Acte. It had been fortified, and the new town 
was laid out on the best modem principles by Hippodamus. 
By the beginning of the Peloponnesian war it had become 
the chief commercial centre of the Greek world. Even after 
the fall of Athens its yearly export and import trade was 
reckoned at 2,000 talents, and before the war it must have 
been much greater. From 510 to 430 B.C. the population of 
Athens and the Piraeus together is said to have increased 
from 20,000 to 100,000. This increase must have been 
chiefly due to the infiux of a commercial and industrial 
population into the Piraeus. The new-comers were, of 
course, aliens. While a majority of the citizens were, as 
Thucydides says, country people, a great majority of the 

ai/Toupyiff Svpp, 420 yaw6vof B* din)f> wiyffs, \ tl mt yiymro fti) AfioBfy, fyywy two \ 
o^K Ay dA^aiTO wfids rd Kob^ dwofiKiwuv, 
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* resident aliens' must have been townspeople, engaged in 
industry or commerce down at the port. The strength of 
the alien element in the town population is often ignored 
in spite of the evidence. 

The encouragement of alien immigrants dates from Solon,^ 
who * saw that Attica had a barren and poor soil and that 
merchants who traffic by sea are not wont to import their 
goods where they can get nothing in exchange, and accord- 
ingly turned the attention of the citizens to manufactures '. 
*He ordered that trades should be accounted honourable/ 
His law for the naturalization of foreigners granted the 
citizenship only to such as transplanted themselves with 
their whole family to Athens, to exercise some manual trade. 
The intention was not to deter but to encourage immigrants, 
by the hope of civic rights, to settle permanently and start 
industries. This recruiting of the native population must 
have gone on steadily through the sixth and fifth centuries. 
Of course, foreign families who migrated to Athens before 
the Persian war would be quite Athenianized by the end of 
the fifth century. But the great influx must have been after 
the foundation of the Piraeus. From 480 to 450 Athens 
granted citizenship freely. Pericles, perhaps in alarm at this 
increasing infiltraticm of foreign blood, made the conditions of 
naturalization harder. But the unnaturalized alien was still, 
for industrial purposes, as free as the citizen, and had the 
protection of law. At the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
war there were 9,000 adult men in this condition, who, with 
their families, made up an alien population of 80,000. 
Although not politically on the same level, these people 
belonged to the same social class, and had the same interests 
as the other recent immigrants who had been admitted to 
citizenship. United with them they formed a solid body 
with definite ends to gain, and with the business man's 
practical sense of the means to gaining them. 

How the native-bom Athenians regarded them we know 
from the rhetorical outbursts of Isocrates. Reviewing the days 
of maritime empire under the democracy, he says,^ 'Who 

> Plutarch, Solon, xzii. * do Pace, 79, 8S, 89. 
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could endure the brutality of our fathers who gathered from 
all Greece the laziest rascals to man their triremes, and so 
excited the hatred of all Hellenes ; who ejected the best from 
other states, and divided their substance among the lowest 
ruffians in Greece!' 'They filled the public tombs with 
citizens, and the public registers with aliens.' 'A city will be 
happy, not when it collects a multitude of citizens at random 
from every nation in the world, but when it preserves above 
all the race of its original inhabitants.' So Xenophon ^ notes 
that the resident aliens include not only Greeks from other 
states, but many Phrygians. Lydians, Syrians, and barbarians 
of all sorts. 

This growing mass of commerdal, industrial, and sea-going 
people, in the harbour town, must have been a factor of 
great and increasing importance. We hear little about them, 
except expressions of contempt from the aristocratic authors 
whose work has come down to us. Their occupations 
excited the disgust of the true Athenian gentleman who, 
whatever Solon might prescribe, never could think of trade 
as anything but dishonourable and degrading. The last 
thing he would admit, even to himself, would be that this 
class could have a decisive influence on the policy of 
Athens. But we ought not to allow our own view to be 
distorted by the prejudice of our authorities. Some of the 
wealthier of the unenfranchised aliens, it is true, were highly 
respected, and mixed on equal terms with the Athenian 
aristocracy. The house of Eephalus, Lysias' father, seems to 
have been a centre of intellectual society. Men of this sort, 
though excluded from civic life, must have exercised consider- 
able influence, and could make their interests felt indirectly, 
through their citizen friends of the same social class. They 
had, moreover, an economic hold on a large number of free 
artisans in their employ, whose wages were kept down by the 
competition of slave labour.. Many of these workmen were 
citizens, and their votes counted in the Assembly for just as 
much as the votes of the aristocrats who regarded working 
men as * incapable of virtue '. They were the sovereign Demos, 

> di Ywt. 11. 8. 
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and if they and their employers, whose interests were theirs, 
knew what they wanted, they could be given a morning's 
holiday to go and vote for it 

This, then, is the new force in Athenian politics, ignored 
and despised by the upper-class writers whose works we know, 
but bound, sooner or later, to make itself felt decisively. 

What were their aims and ideals ? We have no expression 
of them from any member of the class itself; but we can 
infer enough from the statements of their opponents. The 
Empire, to them^ meant thaJassocracy — command of the main 
arteries of trade ; it meant also the tribute of the allies, which 
found its way into their pockets in wages or doles, and 
served to keep them on the right side of the narrow line which 
separated so many of them from starvation. We get a 
glimpse — one of the very rare glimpses in literature of what 
we call economic considerations — in the tract already referred 
to, On the Constitution of Athens.^ The writer is not making 
one of the ordinary aristocratic attacks on the Demos. He 
recognizes that the Demos understands its own interests and 
plays its game well ; only he thinks the game a base one, and 
the players irovripoL ' Wealth ', he says, ' can belong only to the 
Athenians among all Greeks and Barbarians. For, suppose a 
city is rich in timber for ship-building, hiow is it to dispose of 
its timber, unless it prevails upon (ircf^ci) the power which 
controls the sea ? Or suppose it has iron, or bronze, or flax, 
or any other commodity used in ship-building. We import 
these commodities, one from one place, another from another ; 
and ive will not cUlow other StateSy who are rivals^ to import 
them^ on pain of being exclvded from the seas} We sit at 
home and all these things come to us by sea ; but no other 
city has all these commodities at once. One is rich in flax, 
but its land is bare and timberless ; another has iron, but not 
bronze, and so on. Only at the Piraeus can you find them all.' ^ 

^ PB..Xen. d0 Bep, Aik, ii. IL 

' Oh xpi^orrai if (hk&rqf — a reference to the Megarian decrees ? 

* iBOcratee Paneg. 42 says, Athena set up at the Piraeus an emporium in the 
midst of Greece, such that there can he obtained aU the commodities which 
could scarcely be found singly in other states. 
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The class we are considering evidently regarded the Athenian 
navy as an instrument for controlling as they pleased the sea- / 
borne trade in Greek waters. The third of the three imperial 
motives— profit— was dominant with them. 

That Cleon's majority, after Pericles' death, was drawn 
chiefly from this commercial and industrial class, has always 
been recognized. Aristophanes speaks of them as tradesmen 
— leather-sellers, honey-sellers, cheese-mongers.^ When Try- 
gaeu8« summons 'farmers, merchants, carpenters, workmen, 
aliens, foreigners, islanders ' to help in drawing up the image 
of Peace, only the farmers answer the summons; none of 
the rest will stir a finger. But the evidence of Aristophanes 
of course refers to a later date, when the war had already 
run through its first stage. 

The impression left by ancient writers is that no representa- 
tives of this party — no members of this class — came to the 
surface till after Pericles' death. For this impression Thucy- 
dides is chiefly responsible ; in his mind, as in those of his 
contemporaries,^ the death of Pericles closed an epoch. When 
that great personal influence was withdrawn, it seemed to 
them as if the demos had undergone a critical change. Until 
Pericles' death, says the author of The Athenian Constitution^'^ 
the leaders of the people were all respectable. The list runs : 
Xanthippos, Themistocles, Ephialtes, Pericles — Cleon, Cleo- 
phon. Cleon, we know, was a tanner; Cleophon was a- 
lyre-maker. What a fall, after the Olympian aristocrat I 
But it was not so sudden a fall as it looks in this account ; 
Cleon was not the first of the 'dynasty of tradesmen'.^ 
There was the oakum-dealer and bran-seller, Eukrates, ' the 
boar-pig from Melite,' who was condemned on the scrutiny 
of his accounts and retired into private life — ' made a clean 
bolt to the bi*an-8hop,' as Aristophanes puts it. Then there 
was the ' sheep-seller ', Lysicles, with whom, as Aeschines, the 
Socratic,^ reported, Aspasia lived after Pericles' deatL There 

' Knighiaj 862 (425-424 B.C.). * Pto, 2M and 608. 

' Ct Eupolis, Dmoij 15 (Mein. ii. 466), Polei8, 7 (Mein. iL 510). 
« Aih. P6L 2S. ■ See Ar. KnighU, 126 ff. 

• Plut. Per, 24. 
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is no ground for believing that he was contemptible. Cleon 
was the next unofficial leader of the advanced section. We 
happen to know, from a comic fragment, that he began to 
attack Pericles as early as 431. He acted as prosecutor in 
a process against the generals in the winter 430-429. Thucy- 
dides,^ in his first mention of him, calls him ' at that time by 
far the first in the people's confidence'. This is less than 
two years after Pericles' death; he must have laid the founda- 
tions of his influence long before. 

Almost all we know of Cleon comes from Aristophanes 
or Thucydides. The earliest extant play of Aristophanes dates 
from some years after the beginning of the war. Thucydides 
does not mention Cleon till he has become the official leader 
and spokesman of the demos ; Eukrates he never names ; 
Lysicles is barely mentioned,^ and then only as the officer 
in command of an unimportant expedition. It is easy for 
us to slip into the assumption that the class represented 
by these leaders, and by others who are now hardly more 
than names^ only became important after Pericles' death. 
But when it is realized that before the war the country- 
people were not a factor in politics, we see that the majority 
which Pericles had to work with must have largely consisted 
of this same commercial and industrial class. The opposition 
he had to fear came not from ' oligarchs ', who were a power- 
less minority, but from the advanced section of the demos 
itself^ led by these low-bom tradesmen whom Thucydides 
will not deign to mention. 

We described fifth-century history at Athens as a series 

\ of upheavals. The last of these had raised Pericles to 

1 undisputed supremacy, and at the same time had brought 

\ the constitutional question to a settlement. Democracy was 

achieved; reform could go no further. But time does not 

stand still ; a new generation is growing up under Pericles' 

feet, with new aims and new demands. A period of peace has 

» Thuc iii. 86 ; cf. iy. 21. 

* Thuo. iii. 19. Lysicles feU in battle in the winter 42S.427. Thucydides 
omits to giye his father's name— in contempt, perhaps, of his low birth. 



1 



24 THUCYDIDES HISTOBICUS 

given a new impetus to commerce and industry ; and the Piraeus 
is swelling to a size that threatens to overbalance the old town 
under the Acropolis. This teeming population, largely of 
alien birth or naturalized but yesterday, takes no stock of . 
the hereditary feuds of Alcmaeonids and Philaidae. They ' 
have nothing in common, either by tradition or interest, with 
the autochthonous coimtry-folk, who, on their side, despise 
them as a 'seafaring rabble', an 'undisciplined and vulgar j 
mob '. They know nothing of the obsolete, anti-Persian ideal [ ^ 
of the League ; they care nothing for the Peridean ideal of j^* 
Athens as the School of Hellas. The later part of Pericles' 
career can only be explained if we see that the demos he had 
to manage did not, most of them, share his exalted thoughts 
or understand a word of his magnificent Funeral Oration. 
QraduaUy and steadily they were getting out of hand. They 
extorted from him his socialistic measures. When he spent 
the allies' treasure on magnificent buildings, he was serving 
two ends — his own end, the beauty and glory of Athens, and 
his supporters' end, employment and maintenance out of 
^ public funds. By such dexterous compromises he could keep 
them in hand, till some man of the people arose to tell the 
demos that they could take as a right what was granted 
them as a favour. From the moment the sovereign people 
wakes up to its own power, Pericles must either go under 
or take the lead whither they will. He must walk at the 
head of the crowd, or be trampled under foot ; but the crowd 
is going its own way. 

Whither ? What were the aims of this obscure, inarticulate ' 
army of tradesmen and handworkers, leaders of commerce j 
and industry, merchants and sea captains 1 We shall attempt 
an answer in the next Chapter. 



CHAPTER m 

THE MEGABIAN DECREES 

Thebe is a remarkable diserepancy between Thucydides' 
account of the negotiations immediately preceding the war 
and all the other ancient accounts we possess, l^ese other 
authorities agree in representing certain decrees against 
Megara, passed at Athens on the eve of the war, as having 
a critical effect in bringing it on. Thucydides, on the contrary, 
does not even record these decrees at the proper point, and 
only makes a few allusions to them which attract no special 
attention. The explanation of this discrepancy will, we hope, 
throw some light on our inquiiy into the aims of the party 
which made the war. 

The evidence of Aristophanes with regard to these decrees 
has much weight. We must, of course, handle the statements 
of a comic poet cautiously ; but there is a kind of inference 
which we can draw with confidence. The inference we can 
draw here is that the audience which witnessed the Achamiana 
believed certain things. They may or may not have believed 
that Pericles acted from personal motives. That is unim- 
portant; if they did, it merely shows that they did not 
understand Pericles, and that they could not imagine any 
serious motive he could have entertained. What is important 
is that they believed that the series of decrees against Megara 
had much more to do with the outbreak of the war than any 
ordinary reader, not on his guard, could possibly gather from 
Thucydides' account. We are sure of this,because Aristophanes' 
purpose here is serious ; he wishes to allay a shortsighted rage 
against Sparta and convert the poor, exasperated peasants 
to the cause of peace. He would not further this purpose 
by giving such an account of the origin of the war as every 
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one in his audience knew to be substantially false. It is 
one thing to represent the quarrel as arising ultimately out 
of the theft of three courtesans; no one would take that 
too seriously. But when it comes to describing how the 
actual outbreak occurred, we can imagine no motive for 
pretending that the boycotting of Megara was the principal 
point on which the negotiations turned, unless it really was 
BO. In Aristophanes' account it is the sole point : — 

'For Pericles, like an Olympian Jove, 
With all his thunder and his thunderbolts 
Began to storm and lighten dreadfuUy, 
Alarming aU the neighbourhood of Greece ; 
And made decrees drawn up like drinking-songs, 
In which it was enacted and concluded, 
That the Megarians should remain excluded 
From every place where commerce was transacted, 
With all their ware — like 'old care* — in the ballad; 
And this decree by sea and land was valid. 

Then the Megarians, being all half starved, 
Desired the Spartans, to desire of us, 
Just to repeal those laws; the laws I mentioned, 
Occasioned by the stealing of those strumpets. 
And BO they begged and prayed us several times; 
And we refused ; and so they went to war.* ^ 

If this sketch of the negotiations is not roughly correct, 
what is the point of it ? 

The impression here given by Aristophanes is confirmed by 
Diodorus, who, after stating that Pericles had private motives 
for desiring war, proceeds thus ^: ' There was a decree at Athens 
excluding the Megarians from the market and harbours, and the 
Megarians appealed to Sparta. The Lacedaemonians at their 
instance sent envoys empowered by a resolution of the Council 
of the League to demand that the Athenians should rescind 
the decree and to threaten war if they refused. The Athenian 
Assembly met, and Pericles with his great eloquence per- 
suaded the Athenians not to annul the decree, saying that to 
give way to Sparta against their interests was the first step 
to servitude. So he advised them to remove from the country 
into the town, and having command of the sea to fight the 
Spartans to the end.' 

^ Ar. Aoh. 580 ff. Frere. * Diod. xii. 89. 
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Plutarch^ goes a step further and expressly states that 
* probably no other point would have involved the Athenians 
in war, if they could have been induced to rescind the 
decree against Megara. Pericles exerted all his influence 
to prevent this, and by working up the Athenian people to 
share his rancour against Megara, was the sole author of the 
war '. ' He seems to have had some private grudge against 
Megara.' 

All these accounts agree in two respects. (1) They make 
the Megarian decree the central point of the negotiations, 
(2) They connect this decree with some unexplained personal 
rancour felt by Pericles against Megara. On the other hand, 
Thucydides^ as we shall presently show at length, keeps the 
measures against Megara in the background* 

What was the history of these decrees? In 446 the 
Megarians had risen and expelled the Athenian gariisons 
which had for some time held their ports. The Megarian 
colony, Byzantium, had joined in the Samian revolt. The 
commercial interests of Megara in Pontus were threatened by 
Athenian enterprise in that region. Megara had a very small 
territory, and its population Uved by industry and by the trade 
which passed through. Athens was the nearest market ; so it 
was easy for the great sea power to put the screw on the 
small one. The first decree against Megara dates, probably, 
from before the summer of 433. Athens excluded Megarian 
wares from the Athenian market on pain of confiscation. 
This is the first of the two decrees which Aristophanes 
mentions.' It was not moved by Pericles. Thucydides does 
not record it. 

The second decree was more stringent. After the conclu- 
sion of the alliance with Corcyra,^ on the trumpery excuse 
that the Megarians had cultivated some sacred land at Eleusis, 
or received fugitive slaves, or what not, Pericles moved that 
the Megarians should be excluded (not merely from the 
Athenian market, but) from all ports in the Athenian empire. 

' Ach. 516. 



1 Ptericto, 29. « . 

* Probable date, winter, 488-482. 
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This meant flat min to Megara ; for she was shut out of 
Byzantium, an indispensable port of call on the Pontic 
route, and the central mart of the corn-trade on which she 
depended. Aristophanes'^ picture of starvation at Megara 
is not overdrawn. Here is another incident — surely im- 
portant enough, and falling well within his period — which 
Thucydides does not record in its place. 

Thucydides also omits to mention a third decree — ^that of 
Charinos — ^which declared a 'truceless war' with Megara. 
This decree falls between the attack on Plataea in April, 481, 
with which the war opens, and the march of the Peloponnesian 
army.' Why do we hear nothing of it from the historian of 
the war? 

Let us now look at the allusions to Megara which 
Thucydides does make. 

(1) The Corinthians in their speech at Athens (i. 42) refer, 
in passing, to 'the ill-feeling which your treatment of the 
Megarians has already inspired '• 

(2) At the congress at Sparta (i. 67) the Lacedaemonians 
summon their allies to bring forward their grievances against 
Athens. ' Others came with their several charges, including 
the Megarians, who, among many other causes of quarrel, 
stated that they were excluded from the harbours in the 
Athenian Empire and from the Attic market, contrary to the 
treaty.* 

(8) In the negotiations which preceded the declaration of 
war (i. 189), the Lacedaemonians after making other demands 
'insisted, above all^ and in the plainest terms, that if the 
Athenians wanted to avert war they must rescind the decree 
which excluded the Megarians from the market of Athens and 
the harbours in the Athenian dominions. But the Athenians 
would not listen to them, or rescind the decree ; alleging in 
reply that the Megarians had tilled the sacred ground and the 
neutral borderland and had received runaway slaves.' In the 
debate which followed 'some said the decree ought not to 
stand in the way of peace '• 

^ Ach, 685, 730 ft ; Bxx, 246, 481. 

' In the interyal between Thao. ii. 2 and ii. 18. 
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(4) Pericles in his speech on this occasion^ discusses the 
Lacedaemonian grievances, and refers to Megara in curious 
language : ' They tell us to withdraw from Potidaea, to leave 
Aegina independent, and to rescind the decree against Megara. 
Do w>t imagiTie that we shaU be fighting for a amaU matter 
if we refuse to annvl this measure, of which they TnaJce so 
m/wchf telling U8 its revocation would stop the war. This 
small matter involves the trial and confirmation of your 
whole purpose. If you give way about a trifle they will 
thvnk yau are afraid and maJce harder conditions.' 

(5) At i. 144 Pericles makes his counter-demand: 'We 
will not exclude the Megarians, if the Lacedaemonians will 
not exclude foreigners from Sparta/ The Athenians adopted 
these terms. 

Even from these few allusions the truth peeps out, that 
the decree ' of which they make so muchy telling us its revoca- 
tion would stop the war ' was really, as it appears in Aristo- 
phanes, Plutarch, and Diodorus, the turning-point of the 
negotiations. But we venture to say that no one, reading 
the whole story in Thucydides and unacquainted with the other 
evidence, would gather this impression. Such a reader would 
be left with the idea that the decree was in itself, as Pericles 
calls it, 'a trifling matter,' exaggerated by the Spartans, 
and merely held to by the Athenians as a point of honour. 
He would never discover that there were three decrees, each ) 
more stringent than the last, or that the second was moved 
by Pericles himself, or that, by this ' trifling matter ', Megara / 
was reduced nearly to starvation. 

The same design of keeping Megarian affairs in the back- 
ground can be detected in Thucydides' treatment of the 
operations in that ' truceless war ', the declaration of which 
he never records. At ii. 31 he mentions an invasion of the 
Megarid in full force, and observes that the invasion was 
repeated every year until Nisaea was taken. This incidental 
observation is repeated at iv. 66 (b. o. 424). But these inva- 
sions are not, like the Spartan invasions of Attica, recorded 
separately as they occurred, according to Thucydides' avowed 

^ Thuo. i. 140 fL 
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plan of chroniding the events of the war. At ii. 98 we 
discover from a passing reference that the Athenians had 
established a fort in Salamis, opposite the Megarian coast, 
and kept three ships stationed there 'to prevent anything 
being conveyed by sea into or out of Megara'. We hear 
of this fort again at iii. 51, when the Athenians capture 
Minoa, to make the blockade more effective. From these 
hints we gather that all through the early part of the war 
Athens was following up her policy of bringing the severest 
possible pressure to bear on Megara. But why are we only 
given hints and summary allusions to the incidents of this 
truceless war ? 

One motive which might induce Thucydides to suppress 
Pericles' connexion with the attack on Megara has already 
been mentioned. From all the non-Thucydidean accounts 
it is clear that this attack was currently associated with some 
petty, personal rancour on Pericles' part. Thucydides, who 
knew that Pericles was incapable of plunging Athens into 
war for such motives, wished to contradict the scandal. For 
the same reason he keeps silent about the indirect attacks 
made upon Pericles through the persons of Pheidias, Anaxa- 
goras, Aspasia. But this is hardly a sufficient explanation of 
the anomalies we have pointed out. 

There is however one hypothesis which would provide a 
•complete explanation. Thucydides, we remember, is bound by 
his plan of speech-writing to state only official policies ; he 
speaks of * the Athenians ' as if they were one united whole, 
with a single purpose. Suppose, now, that the attack on 
Megara, the boycotting decrees, and the truceless war, were 
part of a policy which had Tiot been originated by Pericles^ 
but forced upon him against his will. Suppose it was the 
policy of the class which furnished the bulk of his majority,' 
the class we attempted to characterize in the last chapter — ^in 
a word, the policy of the Piraeus. Suppose that younger 
leaders, sprung from that class itself, were already threaten- 
ing to outbid Pericles in the popular favour ; that Cleon, for 
instance, was telling the demos to take their own way and, 
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if Pericles would not lead them, he would. How would 
Pericles meet this situation ? 

Imagine a statesman of aristocratic birth, with the ideals 
and prejudices of his class ; mainly interested in culture, in 
art and philosophy ; by temperament exceptionally sensitive 
and reserved ; openly called a * tyrant ' — the * new Peisistratus *. 
He owes his position — a position which the habits of a lifetime 
have made indispensable — ^to the favour of a class of working 
people, incapable of his aspirations, ignorant of his pursuits^; 
largely of alien extraction and indifferent to his hereditary tra- 
ditions ; engaged in occupations which his own class despises 
as mercenary and degrading. He can keep them amused for 
a time with festivals, doles, and abundance of employment on 
public works ; but what will happen when they become 
conscious of the power he has irrevocably put in their hands 1 
A very little agitation will suffice to consolidate and marshal 
them in irresistible ranks. Someone — Cleon, let us say, — 
puts into their heads a wider policy than that of appropriating 
the aUies' treasure in the form of wages. 

The first step in this policy involves the coercion of Megara 
— why, we shall presently see. The policy is distasteful to 
Pericles ; he will stand out against it as long as he dares ; but 
even his influence cannot hold back the demos. The first decree 
against Megara is moved by somebody — ^his very name is lost — 
and carried. For Pericles to stand out longer would be to adver- 
tise all Greece that his influence is no longer supreme. He ' 
throws himself into the campaign against Megara with a vehe- 
mence which makes people think he must have some personal 
spite. Some young Megarians must have carried off a couple of 
Aspasia's women. So idle tongues run on scandal. Pericles 
is not sorry that his real motive is not divined by the gossips. 
He moves in his own person the second, more stringent decree. 
His upstart competitors are instantly silenced; the words 
are taken out of their mouths; their policy becomes the 
policy of the leader whom they hoped to displace. There is 
some disappointment of personal ambitions, which must wait 
for a better opening; Pericles cannot live for ever. But, 
politically, a signal triumph is won. Athens has taken the 
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first step in the execution of a plan that was not matured in 
Aspasia's boudoir, but has been the theme of many back- 
parlour conferences in the wineshops along the quays. Its 
authors can well afford to go on working below the surface. 

What was the rest of this plan ? To find that out we must 
concentrate our attention on the point from which Thuoydides 
diverts it. We must study the significance of Megara, and 
discover the purpose of a violent and sustained attack on that 
inoffensive little community.^ 

The town of Megara is in a tiny plain, dominated on all 
sides by barren hills. The country could, of itself, support 
only a very small population. Tet Megara had once been 
a great sea-power, founding her colonies far to the east and 
west, in Pontus and in Sicily. The Megarians, says Isocrates,' 
started with few advantages; they had no territory, no 
harbours, no mines ; they were ' tillers of stones ' ; yet now 
they have the finest houses in Greece. Isocrates' explanation 
of this paradox well illustrates the blindness of the Qreeks 
to economic causes. The prosperity of Megara is due, he tells 
us, to virtuous moderation (o-co^pcxrvin;) 1 

The Megarian territory fills most of the length of the 
isthmus which joins the Peloponneee and Northern Qreece. 
The advantages of such a position, given the conditions under 
which commerce was carried on in the ancient world, have, 
until very recently, not been perceived. Thus Qrote looked 
at the situation only through modem eyes.^ 'The acquisi- 
tion of Megara (in 461 b.o.) was of signal value to the 
Athenians, since it opened up to them the whole range of 
territory across the outer isthmus of Corinth to the interior 
of the Erissaean Gulf, on which the Megarian port of Pegae 
was situated, and placed them in posseeeion of the passes of 
Mount Geraneia, so that they could arrest the march of 

1 In the next paragraphs I am following cloiely M. Victor B^rard's 
brilliant exposition of his < Law of Isthmuses* in Lea Phmicien» et VOdyssde, 
i. p. 61 if, and freely borrowing his evidence. Any reader of this fascinating 
book wiU see that all this section of my work is inspired by his discoTeries. 

a d« Pace, 117. * Grote, iy. 408. 
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a Feloponnesian army over the isthmus and protect Attica 
from invasion/ This is a modem view ; we naturally think 
of the isthmus as a land-hnk, * opening up a range of territory ' ; 
we travel along it by the railway which takes us from Patras, 
through Corinth, to Athens. Our route by sea goes round 
the south of the Peloponnese, past Cape Malea. But, before 
the invention of steam, an isthmus, as M. B^rard has shown, 
is not only a link between two continents ; it is of much more 
importance as a bridge between two seas. For the compre- 
hension of ancient commercial routes, and of all that part 
of history which depends on them, it is essential to grasp 
M. Bdrard's cardinal principle : the route which follows the 
land as far as possible, and takes to the sea only when 
the land fails, was the cheapest y earnest, and safest. 

We will here adduce only one of M. Board's illustrations, 
because it is taken from Thucydides himself. Among the 
reasons which the historian gives for the great distress at 
Athens, caused by the occupation of Dekeleia, is the following: 
* Provisions formerly conveyed by the shorter route firom 
Euboea to Oropus and thence overland through Dekeleia, were 
now carried by sea round the promontory of Sunium at great 
cost.* ^ The road from Oropus by Dekeleia to Athens was an 
isthmic route. Now that steam has made us independent of 
winds, no one would dream of sending com from Oropus to 
Athens by road ; and this land-route, which in the time of 
Dicaearchus ^ was still a flourishing caravan-track, * well 
supplied with inns,' is now utterly abandoned. Bui before 
the introduction of steam it was easier, quicker, and cheaper 
than the sea-route round Sunium. 

Now, if the isthmus of Dekeleia was of such vital signifi- 
cance to Athens, the isthmus of Corinth and Megara — as 
a glance at the map will show — ^must have been the most 
important bridge between two seas in the whole of central 
Greece. It was the gate of the Western Ocean, The other 
gate — the channel^ to the south of the Peloponnese, round 
Cape Malea — was beset with terrors to the sailor. It is a 

' Choifr* Or, Min. U p. 100, quoted by M. Bdnurd, i. pt 78. 
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gap in a chain of islands — Kythera, Aegilia, Crete, Easos, 
KarpathoB, Bhodes — ^which block the southern entrance of the 
Aegean. In the channels between these islands strong 
currents and violent winds naturally prevail, and Malea is not 
the least dangerous point. It was here that Ulysses was 
swept from his course ' by the stream of the sea and the north 
wind '.^ Herodotus teUs how the Corcyreans were prevented 
from sending their fleet to help the Greeks at Salamis by the 
Etesian winds at Malea.' The Athenians in 424 were afraid 
that they could not revictual their fleet at Pylos in Messenia. 
' They feared lest the winter should overtake them at their 
post^ seeing that the conveyance of provisions round the 
Peloponnese would be quite impossible. Pylos itself was 
a desert, and not even in sv/m/mer could they send round 
sufficient supplies. The coast was without harbours.' ^ During 
the four winter months, we read elsewhere/ it was not easy 
even to send a message by sea from Sicily to Athens. 

Such were the dangers, in the time of sailing-ships, of 
what is now the regular sea-route to the Piraeus. The 
possessors of the Corinthian and Megarian isthmus were the 
gainers. For this point we have the explicit evidence of 
Strabo,* who says : * Corinth was called (by Homer) " the rich '*, 
because of its emporium^ situated as it is on the isthmus and 
possessing two harbours, one on the side of Asia, the other on 
the side of Italy. This made the exchange of merchandise 
between these regions easy. In the old days the passage to 
Sicily was not good for sailing (cvirXovs) , and the open seas 
were dangerous, especially ofiT Malea, because of the meeting 
of winds there (ivrCTrvoiai). Hence the proverb, ^* When you 
pass Malea, forget your home." Hence it was convenient for 
merchants both from Italy and from Asia to avoid the passage 
round Malea^ and to bring their merchandise to Corinth. By 
land, likewise, the tolls on what was exported from or 
imported into the Peloponnese went to those who held the 
entrance {ra jcXctdpa).' 

^ Od. ix. 80. Most of these leferenoes are taken from M. B^rard, i. p. 82 ff. 
> Herod Tii. 16a ' Thao. vi. 27. 

« Thtto. It. 2JL * Strabo viii. 878. 
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Strabo gives another instance of the same phenomenon: 
the wealth of Erisa, near Delphi, was due to its position on 
an * isthmus '. Elrisa was not a port ; it lay inland on a spur 
of the mountains commanding the road up the gorge from 
the harbour of Itea to Delphi The prosperity of its inhabi- 
tants, according to Strabo,^ 'was due to Hie heavy tdla 
(riXri) which they exacted from those who came to the shrine 
from Sidly and Italy.' The position of Erisa is analogous to 
that of Dekeleia ; it commands an isthmic route across Phokis 
to Thebes and the Euboean seas. The impoi-tance of Delphi 
itself was probably due to its being situated on this ancient 
commercial artery. In the early days when Euboea was 
colonizing Sicily we may be fairly sure that the communication 
with the west followed this line. 

Thucydides' ' testimony about Corinth agrees with that of 
Strabo. ' Corinth, being seated on an isthmus, was naturally 
from the first a centre of commerce ; for the Hellenes within 
and without the Peloponnese, in the old days when they 
commundcated more by land than by sea^ had to pass through 
her territory to reach one another. Her power was due to 
wealth, as the testimony of the ancient poets shows, when they 
call her "rich". And when the Hellenes began to take more to 
the eea Corinth acquired a fleet and kept down piracy ; and as 
she offered an emporiv/m, both by sea and land, her revenues 
were a source of pov/er* 

Consider, now, the feelings of the merchants, down in the 
Piraeus, with the great stream of traffic between Sicily and 
Italy in the west and Asia Minor and the seas and islands to 
the east, flowing both ways across the isthmus, under their 
very eyes. The Piraeus had captured the bulk of the eastern 
trade formerly carried on by Euboea, Aegina, Megara. The 
only great fleld for further expansion was in the west, and 
Corinth held the gateway. Every vase that the Athenian 
potteries exported to Italy, every cheese that came from 
Syracuse to the port of Athens, had to pay toll to the keepers 
of the isthmus. Attica was cut off from the western seas by 

^ strabo iz. 41& > Thuc. L 18. 
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Boeotia, the Megaiid, Corinth. The weak point in this chain 
was Megara, which possessed, moreover^ a port on each sea — 
Pegae on the west, Nisaea on the east — with a road over the 
pass joining them. What would become of the riches of 
Corinth, when the Piraeus had established an alternative 
channel for the trade across the isthmus ? And so we read ^^ 
that, in 461, * Athens obtained the alliance of Megara, which 
had quarrelled with Corinth. Thus the Athenians gained 
both Megara and Pegae, aind buUt long waUa from Megara 
to Nisaea, and garrison^ them. Arid from this above all 
arose the intense haired of Corirdhfor Athens' 

Yes I and we can guess the sort of hatred. It is not the 
hatred of Dorian against Ionian, or of oligarch against demo- 
crat ; it is the hatred of the principal trader with Italy and 
Sicily against her most dangerous rival, the Piraeus. 

'Corinth 70Q hated; so did she hate 70a I" 

The war which followed the seizure of Megara by Athens 
in 461 presents some remarkable analogies with the later 
Peloponnesian war. 

(1) It began with a quarrel between Corinth and Megara, 
whose territory forms the bridge between the Aegean and the 
West Athens was allied with Megara. The later war begins 
with a quarrel between Corinth and Corcyra, which is ' con- 
veniently situated for the voyage to Italy and Sicily'.^ 
Athens is allied with Corcyra. 

(2) In the earlier war Athens secured at once Megara, 
Pegae, and Nisaea.^ At its conclusion, owing to the untimely 
revolt of Euboea, she was compelled to surrender them. 

The later war opens with a series of drastic measures 
against Megara, followed up by yearly invasions, and the 
capture of Minoa, and later of Nisaea and Megara itself. At 
a critical moment, Cleon sacrifices the chance of peace by an 
exorbitant demand for the cession of Pegae and Nisaea^ 
together with other places, none of which had been in 
Athenian hands in this war. The negotiations broke down.^ 

^ Thno. L 108, * Ar. EoA, 199. Kopw9ioK iHx^cor^c, iAKw6i'^9oi. 

' ThQO. i 86. 

« Thtto. i 111, an Atheziian fleet was at Pegae till 454. • Thuc. iy. 21. 
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(3) In the earlier war Sparta held aloof at first, intervening 
only when Boeotia was conquered. 

In the later, Sparta is not concerned in the outbreak of war 
at Corcyra She only comes in under strong pressure from 
Corinth, on whose port (as the Corinthians point out) the 
interior of the Peloponnese is economically dependent.^ 

(4) The most stiiking analogy of sJl is the following* 
During the earlier operations, with all Greece on her hands, 
Athens suddenly undertook a very large and costly expedition 
—to Egypt 1 

In the thick of the Peloponnesian war, ' with her suburbs,' 
as Isocrates says, ' in the enemies' hands,' Athens undertook 
a still larger and costlier expedition to Sicily — an expedition 
prepared for, years before, by small expeditions sent out to 
foment civil and racial discord among the Sicilian states. 

Each of these enterprises was a disastrous failure. With 
regard to the Egyptian expedition, we are told that it was a 
^ fatal coincidence that Athens' forces were divided. With her 
full strength she might have crushed the Peloponnesians'.' The 
Sicilian expedition, we suppose, must have been another fatal 
coincidence. But, perhaps, if we look in the right quarter, 
we may find in both undertakings some evidence of calcula- 
tion and design. 

The upshot of the earlier war, the net gain of Athens when 
all her other gains had been lost^ was the extinction of 
Aegina, who had hitherto been a strong naval and commercial 
power, and now had joined Corinth. Athens blockaded the 
island, and reduced it ; the Aeginetans' fleet was surrendered 
and they became tributaries. Aegina, we note, is situated in 
an eastward-fiacing gulf; her trade must have been chiefly in 
Aegean waters and the Levant. Had she any commercial 
connexion with Egypt ? When King Amasis, who, as Hero- 
dotus tells us,' was partial to the Qreeks, established Greek 
settlers at Naukratis, he granted lands to those who wanted 
to trade along the coast, so that they might erect temples. 

* Thua i. 120. * Bury, History qf Greece (1900), p. 856. 

* Herod, ii. 178. 
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The most famous of these shrines was the Hellenion, a joint 
foundation of several states, which had the right to appoint 
governors of the emporium. Three states had separate 
temples : the Samians had a temple to Hera ; the Milesians, 
to Apollo ; the AeginetanB, to Zeus. 

Aegina, then, was one of the three states whose interests in 
Egyptian commerce were large enough for her to maintain 
a separate sanctuary for her settlers there. Of the other two, 
Miletus was ruined by the Persian wars, and her trade was 
transferred to the Piraeus ; Samos had become a tributary of 
Athens. Aegina remained. Is it a very hazardous inference 
that there was some connexion between the war in Greece 
and the expedition to Egypt — that it was not a mere fatal 
coincidence ? If one of the objects of Athens was to capture 
the Egyptian trade, that would explain these simultaneous 
operations at both ends of the chain. She failed of her 
other objects because she tried too much at once; but she 
succeeded in extinguishing Aegina. 

With this instructive parallel before us, may we not con- 
jecture further that the Sicilian expedition was not an incom- 
prehensible vagary of the wild and self-interested Alcibiadee, 
but was part of the original scheme of the party which 
promoted the Peloponnesian war ? If Sicily had. been from 
the first the distant objective, the nearer objective was not 
Sparta, but Corinth. And Corinth was to be attacked 
through Megara, which provided the desired avenue to the 
West. 

This is the supposition required to complete our hypothesis 
— the supposition that Sicily was in view from the first. Not 
in Pericles' view ; it was no part of the official programme, as 
he saw it, and hence it does not appear in Thucydides' story 
till he is out of the way. Pericles did not want to conquer 
Sicily, but some other people did ; and they were the people 
who forced on Pericles the violent measures against Megaiu. 

We reserve for the next chapter some considerations which 
tend to show that Thucydides' narrative, in its earlier part, 
obscures important facts relating to the designs on Sicily. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE WESTERN POLICY 

The commercial relationB of Athens with the West dated 
from early in the sixth century; the black-figured Attic 
vases found their way to Etruria before 650. But Athens 
had no colony of her own in Italy or Sicily. After the 
fall of Chalkis, however, and the loss of her marine (about 
506), Athens succeeded to her position, and the Chalkidian 
colonies looked to her for support against Syracuse. The 
occupation of Naupactos in 459 was regarded as a menace to 
Corinthian connexions with the West. Athenian commerce 
was growing in that quarter; the Attic vases of the fifth 
century completely oust Corinthian ware in Etruria. There 
was also a considerable export to Campania, and a somewhat 
smaller trade with Sicily. Athens imported com, pigs, and 
cheese from Sicily, metal-ware from Etruria, and woven 
stuffs from Carthage. ' All the pleasant things of Sicily and 
Italy were brought together at Athens.' ^ They were paid for 
partly in potteiy and partly in Attic silver. The Euboic- | 
Attic standard was already in use in most Sicilian states at ' 
the end of the sixth century. 

Politically, the relations of Athens with the Western Qreeks 
can be traced as far back as the middle of the fifth century. 
We hear of an embassy from Egesta, asking for help against 
Selinus, in 454-3 ; but Athens, just then weakened by the loss 
of the Egyptian expedition, could do nothing. She was invited 
to share in the settlement of New Sybaris in 453. The first 
important step was the foundation of Thurii, for trade with 
Campania and Etruria (443). Pericles tried to give the 
enterprise a panhellenic character; but Thurii was soon 
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a centre of purely Athenian influence in Southern Italy. It 
became rich and prosperoua 

The founding of Thurii is not mentioned by Thucydides in 
his account of the fifty years between the Persian war and 
the Peloponnesian. We might have expected some notice 
of it in a work which leads up to the great effort after 
expansion in the West. But, if this omission is curious, his 
silence on another incident is much more remarkable. Just 
on the eve of the war, Syracuse and her Dorian neighbours 
were fighting with Leontini, the other Ionian colonies, and 
the Italian Locrians. Athens concluded an alliance with 
Leontini, and another, in the same year, with Bhegium.^ 
Of these treaties, made about the time when the two Athenian 
squadrons were dispatched to Corcyra, Thucydides says not 
a word, until he comes to the embassy of Leontini, six years 
later, in 427. Even there we have only the merest allusion : 
* So the allies of Leontini sent to Athens, in accordance with 
an old'Standing aZliance and because they were lonians, and 
induced the Athenians to send a fleet.' ' That is the only 
reference which is to be found in the history; so long as 
Pericles is on the scene there is complete silence about his 
colonial policy in the West, complete silence about political 
relations with Sicilian and Italian states. 

The part played by Pericles in the alliance with Corcyra 
is also utterly effaced in the long story of the negotiations.' 
We are given speeches by the Corcyreans and by the Corinth- 
ians, but no utterance of the Athenian statesman. The 
conclusion of the alliance is narrated in very summary lan- 
guage, as follows:^ 'The Athenians heard both sides, and 
two meetings of the Assembly were held. At the first they 
inclined to the arguments of the Corinthians; but at the second 
they changed their minds. They would not go so far as an 
offensive and defensive alliance with Corcyra, for if they did 

* CIA. iy. 1, 88a, p. 18. GIG. 74 -CIA. L 88. Both treaties are dated in 
the archoouship of Apsendes (i88>2). 

* Thuo. iii. 86 mrd re vaXaicbr (v/Aftaxtw mU . . . ■ Thno. i. 22-44. 
« Thac. I 44. 
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80 a demand ffom Corcyra that they should co-operate against 
Corinth would involve them in a breach of their treaty with 
the Peloponnesians. They concluded, however, a defensive 
alliance. War with the Peloponnesians appeared to be 
inevitable in any case, and they did not want to let Corcyra, 
with her strong navy, join Corinth. Their plan was rather 
to embroil the two states more and more with one another, so 
that when war came Corinth and the other naval powers 
might be weaker.' ^ In the next chapter Thucydides plunges 
straight into the story of the naval operations off Corcyra. 

Now, in all the twenty chapters, of which the last has 
just been quoted, there is no mention of Pericles; we hear 
only of ' the Athenians '. Who effected the change of feeling 
at the second assembly, "^hen Athens was converted to the 
Corcyrean side? Why have we no account of this second 
meeting, like the long account of the Mytilenean debate, at 
which a similar conversion was effected? Surely at this ^ 
critical point in the story of the quarrel which led to the 
war, Thucydides has missed an opportunity of explaining 
somewhat more fully why Athens allied herself with Corcyra. 
At least he might have told us in three words whose policy 
it was, even if he could not tell us whether this decisive 
step had any bearing on larger schemes, whose schemes they 
were, and what Pericles thought of them. He has, however, 
given us just the bare minimum of enlightenment on these j 
points. 

In the above translation of i. 44 we have omitted a short 
sentence at the end which comes in as a sort of afterthought. 
It is this' : * And further it seemed to them that the island 
(Corcyra) was conveniently situated on the coasting-route 
to Italy and Sicily.' These words refer to one of the numerous 
arguments urged in the Corcyreans' speech. Corcyra, they 
say, 'is conveniently situated for the coasting voyage to 
Italy and Sicily, so as either to prevent a fleet from coming 

^ One short sentezioe, to which we shaU return in a moment| is omitted 
here. 

* L 4i. 8 &im tk rrp re 'IroA/os «a2 XurcXiar rnAwt k^aiptro ah-ots ^ i^of Ir 



( 



I 



42 THUGYDIDES HISTOBICnS 

from those countries to the aid of the Peloponnesians or to 
help a fleet from here on its way thither^ and is very nseful, 
generally.' ^ The point is then immediately dropped. 

These two sentences, where they stand in the long story 
of the negotiations, are exceedingly inconspicuous ; but when 
we have noticed them we are set wondering why they are 
there at all, if it is true, as Qrote for instance says, that 
the Athenians began to conceive designs on the West seven 
or eight years after the outbreak of tiie war. Assertions of 
this sort are made, against all other ancient testimony, on 
the authority of Thucydides alone; but when we look closely, 
have they even that authority? What is the point of 
the two short sentences quoted above? Every one seems 
content to remark that the Corcyreans only mean — as indeed 
they say — ^that they could hinder help coming from Sicily 
to the Peloponnesians. But that is not all; why do they 
add 'or hdp a fl>eet fro7n here on its vxvy thither' % This 
tiny, incoi^spicuous clause has no meaning unless some one 
at Athens was already contemplating a transference of the 
scene of war to Sicilian waters. The argument was addressed 
to the Athenians ; and, together with the other consideration, 
that the second and third naval powers in Greece would be 
weakened by division, it decided them to form an alliance with 
Corcyra. A series of expeditions to the West were actually 
made by Athens, and the Corcyrean democrats did what they 
could to facilitate their passage. The conclusion is irresistible 
that here, as in ofcher instances, the fidelity of Thucydides 
has preserved an indication of critical importance. 

So long as we assume that when Thucydides says 'the 
Athenians ', he means Pericles, that Pericles and his majority 
were completely agreed in their ideals and policy, and that 
Thucydides' version of Pericles' policy is correct and complete, 
we must, in the teeth of a whole series of indications and 
testimonies, go on asserting that 'Athens' had no designs 
on the West until Pericles was dead. But these current 

^ i. 86. 2 r^t TC y^p 'IroAiot iipa2 SurcAlor inXSk wap&vkov Kttrat, &ar9 /tfyrM 
iictiBaf vavTiK^ kami Jltkowoinnjffiois iwtXBwf t6 re Mirit wpds rdircc mpawifsfai, 
Moi h riXXa ^viJti^p6rraT6» kcru 
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assumptions will not account for the fact that Thncydides 
completely effaces the action of Pericles in regard both to the 
Megarian decrees and to the Corcyrean alliance. We suggest -^ 
that when Thncydides says Hhe Athenians', he means the I 
Athenians and not Ferides, because ' the Athenians ' had a I 
policy of their own, which Pericles adopted only when his 
hand was forced. The historian conveys the correct impres- 
sion, that the policy in question was not originated by the ^ 
nominal leader of the demos. 

He gives us anotiier indication in the speech in which Pericles 
lays down his plan of campaign ^ : Harass the Peloponnesian 
coasts ; abandon the country and move into town, so as to 
turn Athens into an island. ' I have many reasons for ex- 
pecting victory, if you will not extend y<yu/r empire during 
the war, or go out of your way to encounter unnecessary 
risks. I am more afraid of our own mistakes than of the 
enemy's strategy.'^ Why was this warning needed, unless 
some extension of empire was already in contemplation? 
The acquisition of Megara cUone can hardly be meant, since 
Pericles himself had moved the second Megarian decree. 

Thus, when we take enough trouble to collect and analyse 
the indications which Thucydides' accuracy has preserved, 
we can extract from the historian himself a confirmation of 
our other authorities. Diodorus supports our conclusion. 
Speaking of the Leontine embassy of 427 he says^: 'The . 
Athenians had long before (xal irdKai) been coveting Sicily I 
for the excellence of ihe country, and they now concluded 
an alliance with Leontini because they really desired to 
conquer the island. For, some years before, when Corinth 
was fighting Corcyra, the demos preferred the alliance with 
Corcyra because it was conveniently situated for the voyage 
to Sicily.^ The Athenians had command of the sea, many 
allies, and much treasure; and they hoped to conquer the 
Lacedaemonians, and, after becoming leaders of all Greece, 
to gain possession of Sicily.' That is how a later historian, 

1 ThQC. i liO ft * i. 144. • Diod. zii. 54. 

* 8(d rd T^ KipKvpay cd^vw? Kua$ai vp^ rov tit SuKcA/ar vAovr. 
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who, though little more than a compiler, had soorces of in- 
formation closed to us, read the story of the Corcyrean 
negotiation. His reading agrees exactly with ours. 

Plutarch's witness is on the same side. Speaking of the 
moment after the Egyptian disaster of 449 and before the 
' Sacred War ' of 448 he says,^ ' many were already possessed 

(by that fatal passion for Sicily whidh later was inflamed by 
Alcibiades and his friends. Some dreamed even of Carthage 
and Etruria.' Here Plutarch dates these designs from seven- 
teen or eighteen years before the war. Again, he says ^ ' the 
Athenians were coveting Sicily while Pericles was still alive, 
and after his death they attacked her and sent their so-called 
relief expeditions to prepare the way for the great expedition 
against Syracuse '. 

The only reason which modem historians have for i-efusing 
to accept these statements is the silence of Thucydides, whose 
hints escape them. But with reference to the further stage 
of this policy — the attack on Carthage — we can estimate the 
value of an argument based on his reticence. In this case 
we have not the mere opinion of a late writer but the 
indisputable evidence of a contemporary. 

Thucydides does not mention Carthage till he comes to the 
year 415, when he says that Alcibiades hoped to be the con- 
queror of Sicily and Carthage.^ In his speech at Sparta,^ 
Alcibiades asserts that the Athenians meant to attack Sicily 
first, then the Greeks in Italy, and finally Carthage herself. 
Hermocrates, addressing the Sicilians in conference, advises 
them to send for help to the Carthaginians. ' An Athenian 
\ attajck on their dty is Tiothing more than they expect ; they live 
I in constant apprehension of it.^ * Here, once more, Thucy- 
; dides preserves just one indication that his story is incomplete. 
But for this sentence, he would have left us to suppose that 
the designs on Carthage originated in the wild brain of 
Alcibiades. This impression has already been conveyedy and 

^ viLPmr.20. * vit. AUeOf. 17. 

• yl 15. * vi. 90. 

* yL 84 o6 7^ MkwtvTw tshw, dAA' alti Sicl ^/Sov tlal /t^ wore 'A^oTm 
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the language here is not explicit or striking enough to 
dispel it. 

We happen to know, however, that an attack on Carthage 
was not first conceived in 415. In the Knights of Aristo- 
phanes ^ the elderly trireme addresses her sisters — 

Ladies, have yoa heard the news? In the town it passed for truth 
That a certain low-bred upstart, one Hyperbolus forsooth. 
Asks a hundred of our number, with a further proposition 
That we should sail with him to Carthage on a secret expedition. 

The date of this play is 424 — nine years earlier than Thucy- 
dides' first mention of Carthage. The question at the moment 
was between the recall and the reinforcement of the fleet in 
Sicilian waters, which had been sent out in 427 and was 
actually recalled in the simimer of this year 424-423. The 
above passage makes it clear that Hyperbolus had demanded 
a strong reinforcement, and further that designs against 
Carthage were ah'eady in the air. Thucydides never mentions 
Hyperbolus till viiL 78, where he records his assassination, 
and he says nothing of the proposal mentioned in the 
Knights. He has, in fact, done as much to connect the larger 
plans of Western conquest with Alcibiades as he has done to 
disconnect them from Ferides. We shall try to show later 
how it comes about that the conquest of Sicily is kept out of 
sight so long as Pericles lives, kept in the background while 
Cleon holds the stage, and brought to the front with Alci- 
biades. We do not deny that this project did come more 
and more to the front as the war proceeded; all that we 
have argued is that it was in the background before Thucydides 
allows us to see it at all. 

The objection may be made : If the conquest of Sicily was 
in view from the first, why did not the great expedition take 
place earlier than 415 ? 

There are several answers. At first Pericles was there to 
prevent it. He could not avoid adopting the policy of war 
with Corinth and the Feloponnesian league; but, by adopting 
it| he triumphantly secured his own position, and so long as his 

1 1808. Frere. 
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influence lasted he could restrict the Athenians to his own 
defensive scheme and make them listen to his warning: 
* do not extend your empire during the war.' Then came the 
plague, upsetting all calculations and decimating Athens. The 
revolt of Lesbos soon followed and diverted attention to 
dangers within the empire. Yet even so, in Hie very year of 
this revolt (427), with the treasure running out, the rich 
burdened by the war-tax, the peasantry ruined by invasion, 
the crowded city ravaged by plague-T^in the midst of all this, 
an advanced squadron of twenty ships was sent to stir up 
discord in the Sicilian states. ' Athens,' says Grote,^ * began 
operations on a small scale in Sicily^ probably contrary to the 
advice of both Nikias and Kleon,aieither of them seemingly 
favourable to these distant undertakings.' On whose advice, 
then? Grote does not say. * Athens,' writes a more recent 
historian,' ' again takes the maritime offensive, but the opera- 
tions lack any connexion and design, in the absence of a simple 
and conscious purpose.' Is there a lack of purpose and design? 
Let us glance at the main course of the war. 

On Pericles' plan, the war, but for accidents, might have 
gone on for ever. The Spartans invade Attica for two or 
three weeks every year, ravage the country unchecked, and 
retire. The Athenians conduct biennial invasions of the 
Megarid, ravage the country unchecked, and retire. The fleet, 
in the sailing season, is sent round the coast of the Feloponnese/ 
makes descents unchecked, and retires. The two combatants 
are like blindfolded boxers delivering in the dark blows which 
neither hurt nor can be parried. This was what Pericles and 
his Spartan friend Archidamus intended; they both hoped that 
the combatants would get tired of these annual picnics. 

But as soon as Pericles is out of the way things take 
a different turn. Vigorous offensive action at the mouth of 
the Corinthian gvlf is crowned by the brilliant victory of 
Phormio. These naval operations are connected with an 
attempt to detach the whole of Acamania from the Athenian 
alliance. Observe how, at once, the centre of interest is 
shifted to the second stage in 'the coasting voyage to Italy 

^ History <^ Qretoe^ y. 210. > Buw>lt, Qrikh. OtBch., iii 2, p. 1068. 
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and Sioilj' in which Megara was the first stage and Corcyra 
the third. Then the revolt of Lesbos creates an unforeseen 
diversion. But when that is disposed of, we read of the 
establishment of the democracy and of Athenian influence 
in Corcyra ; the capture of Minoa — a substantial step in the 
coercion of Megara^ which is still invaded twice yearly ; 
a preliminary expedition to Sicily ; Demosthenes' campaigns 
in Leucas and Aetolia ; a second expedition to Sicily with 
instructions to settle affafrs at Corcyra on the way. Then comes 
a second diversion — the Fylos episode. The negotiations 
which follow break down because Cleon demands the cession 
of Niaaea and Pegas (the Megarian ports)^Troezen and Achxiea. 
An invasion o{ Corinthian territory is followed by the capture 
of the long walls of Megara and Nimea. There is an intrigue 
with the Boeotian demos, by which Athens is to secure 
SipJuie, the port on the Corinthian gulf. More operations 
follow in Acamania, including the capture of Oeniadae. 
The third and most serious diversion is effected by Brasidas' 
unprecedented winter-march to AmphipoUs, the loss of which 
brings the Ten Tears' War to a close. 

Is there no design in this series of attacks at various points 
along the route across Megara, down the Corinthian gulf, 
round the comer of Acamania to Corcyra, on to Italy and 
Sicily ? Or -are we right in thinking that as soon as the people 
interested in the establishment of commercial connexions along 
this route have a free hand, there is plenty of evidence in their 
plan of war for a simple and conscious purpose ? 

Our main contention is simply that this scheme dates from 
before the beginning of the war, and was only temporarily 
delayed by Pericles, who always disapproved of it. 

There is one more passage^ to which, in concluding, we 
ought to call attention. It is the chapter where Thucydides 
reviews the career of Pericles and contrasts him with his 
successors. Written after the fall of Athens, it is one of 
the latest additions to the early part of the history. 

^ ii. 65. Tlie Sioilian diaaster and the &11 of AtheoB aro meniiondd in 
f 1^ 
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'So long as Pericles ruled Athens in the times of peace, 
he led her wisely and brought her safely through, and in 
his days she reached the height of her greatness. When the 
war broke out, it is clear that, here again, he was right in 
his estimate of her power. He survived the declaration of 
war two years and six months; and after his death his 
foresight with respect to the war was still more clearly 
apparent. He had told the Athenians that all would be well 
if they would be quiet, keep up their navy, and not try to 
add to their empire during the war or run their city into 
danger. But the Athenians did everything he told them not 
to do : they engaged in a policy which seemed to have nothing 
to do with the war from motives of private ambition or 
private gain,^ with disastrous consequences to themselves and 
their allies. Success would only have meant glory or profit 
to individuals; failure meant ruin to Athens. The reason 
was that Pericles, since his position was assured by his 
acknowledged worth and wisdom^ and he was proved trans- 
parently dear of corruption, controlled the multitude in a 
free spirit. Instead of being led by them, he led them ; he 
was not seeking to acquire power by ignoble arts^ for, on 
the strength of his known high character, he already possessed 
it ; consequently, he did not speak to please the multitude, 
but was able to oppose and even to anger them. Accordingly, 
whenever he saw that they were elated with unmeasured 
axrogance,^ he spoke and cast them down into fear; and 
again, when they were unreasonably afraid, he tried to restore 
their confidence. So came about what was nominally a de- 
mocracy, but really a reign of the first citizen. 

' His successors^ however, were more on an equality with 
one another, each struggling to be first ; and they were in- 
clined to fiatter the people and to sacrifice the public interests. 
Hence came many errors — errors for a great city with an 
empire; above all, the Sicilian expedition, though in this 

^ SxXa i^w rov woKi/iov Soxovrro cfvcu . . . kwoKirtvaatf, — the SioilUn expedi- 
tion. 'PriTate ambition' was Aloibiades' motiye; 'piiyate gain' that of 
the commeroial party. 

' m^ Koipdv (ffip§i $apc(nhrras. 
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instance it was not so much that they made a mistake of 
judgement in estimating the strength of those whom they 
assailed/ as that the men wha sent out the expedition, instead 
of taking thought for the needs of a distant army, were 
engaged in private quarrels for the leadership of the people. 
So they kept no vigilant eye on the fortunes of the fleet, 
and at home for the first time introduced civil commotion/ 

We do not wish to minimize or brush away the words: 
' instead of being led by them, he led them ' — words which 
seem to contradict the hypothesis we have put forward. But 
it is fair to point out that Thucydides is reviewing the whole 
of Ferides' career, not speaking only of the last five years 
of it. He eTids with the words, 'So came about what was 
nominally a democracy, but really a reign of the first citizen.' 
The reign of Pericles was established ten years before the 
war, when his last opponent, Thucydides, son of Melesias, 
was ostracized. The historian is contrasting the career as 
a whole with the thirty years that followed. It is fair also 
to remark that a statesman who is described as 'not saying 
pleasant things', 'opposing the people even to angering 
them,' 'casting them down when they were elated by un- 
meworod arrogance,' was certainly one whose aims and 
policy were likely to differ from those of his supporters. The 
hypothesis which we have put forward merely involves that, 
although all that Thucydides says is true of Pericles while 
his position was undisputed, in the last few years of his \ 
life he chose to lead the people rather than be led by them. 

The main point of the contrast, what seemed to Thucydides 
the great difference between Pericles and his successors, is 
that Pericles had no private ends to serve. His position was 
assured; he was indifferent to money. The later leaders — 
especially Alcibiades — had to win a position; they sought 

^ This remarkable sentence has the air of a cool revision of the judgement 
expressed in vi. 1 : ' Most of the Athenians had no idea of the size of Sicily 
and the numbers of its inhabitants, and did not know they were undertaking 
a war not much less serious than the Peloponnesian war.* That was written 
when Thucydides' mind was Aill of oonoeptions hereafter to be analysed. 

B 
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glory and power. Others—- especiaUy the dynasty of tradesmen 
— sought profit. Hence, where they flattered, Pericles ruled ; 
while they were ambitious or sordid, he was ' free' (ikeiBcpos), 
above ambition and above gain. That this is a true picture 
there is no reason to doubt ; we only question whether it is 
quite complete. 

Thuoydides, contrary to his custom, anticipates the death 
] of Pericles in his narrative by more than a year.^ He has 
just before given us a glimpse of his behaviour when the 
tide of popular indignation had risen against him, and in 
the last speech he shows us the stately figure erect and calm 
above the storm. Then, as if he could not bear to let any 
later troubles or even death itself come between us and this 
impression, he drops the curtain on the close of Pericles' 
life. Whatever stood here in his original draft, he has sub- 
stituted for it the sober and final tribute of a reverent 
admiration. 

The historian, when he watched the opening events of 
the war and set about his task, could not foresee the Sicilian 
expedition. He was not in the confidence either of Pericles 
or of Cleon and the other, more obscure, captains of the 
commercial party, who formulated, in their secret conclaves, 
the policy of the Piraeus. They were clever enough not to 
show their full hand to any outside observer. The first move 
in the game was the decree against Megara, the significance 
of which was seen by Pericles but by no one else. What 
made it finally impossible for any one else to see it, was 
Pericles' action in taking the anti-Megarian policy out of 
the hands of its originators, and adopting it as hiB own. 
Thucydides knew that he could not be acting from personal 
spite; but the decrees and the sustained attacks by which 
year by year they were followed up could only be interpreted 
by one who took them in connexion with the whole series 
of operations along the route to the West. At the outset^ 

« 

^ ii. G5. The death of Pericles ooourred in September 429, and its proper 
place in chronological order would be at IL 95. 
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the only people who had an inkling of the larger scheme 
were : the leaders of the commercial party, who originated 
it; Pericles, who adopted the first manoeuvre in order to 
thwart, if possible, the rest of the plan; and (probably) 
the democratic leaders at Coroyra, the men whose arguments 
and pretexts will be found in the Coroyrean envoys' speech.^ 
These envoys, not realizing, perhaps, how delicate the situa- 
tion was at Athens, had tactlessly dropped a phrase which 
stuck in Thucydides' head because it puzzled him. They 
had said something about Corcyra being a convenient station 
on the voyage to Sicily and Italy. What could this have to 
do with a war between Athens and Sparta? Tet Thucydides 
vaguely felt that this consideration weighed with the majority 
who voted for alliance with Corcyra ; and so with his punc- 
tilious fidelity he puts down exactly what he knew: 'And 
further it seemed to them that the island was conveniently 
situated on the coasting-route to ItcJy and Sicily.' 

The policy of the Piraeus came to the surface only after 
Pericles' death ; it did not finally and fully emerge till the 
great expedition of 415, and by that time Thucydides' opinion 
about the origin of the war was already formed, and much 
of his First Part was written. In the lapse of eighteen 
years the memory of the outbreak had faded. Looking back, 
he sees the figure of Pericles, exalted by distance and 
consecrated by time. How great was that free and gene- 
rous spirit, in contrast with the selfish ambition or low 
covetousness of the men who had taken his place! The 
Sicilian expedition was their work ; seeking glory or private 
gain, they involved Athens in 'a policy which seemed to 
have nothing to do with the war'. To Thucydides, from ^ ^ 
first to last, the Sicilian enterprise was an irrelevant diver- 
sion imported into the war between Athens and Sparta — 
the war as designed by Pericles ; and he attributed it to motives 
which, as he rightly insists, Pericles could not have enter- 
tained. Hence he never saw its connexion with the Megarian . \ % 
decrees — a link without which the origin of the Pelopon- | 
nesian War was an insoluble enigma. 

E % 



J 



I 



1 



CHAPTER V 

THUCYDIDES' CONCEPTION OF HISTORY 

Ik the foregoing chapters we have put forward a theory 
of the causes of the Peloponnesian War. If that theory is 
well founded, the causes w^re such as Thucydides could not 
have known. This is certainly a sufficient reason for his 
not having told us what they were ; but it does not explain 
why he did not look for the origin of the war in the quarters 
where we have looked for it, or how he came to regard his 
account as complete and satisfactory. He says that his 
description of what immediately preceded the outbreak is 
written in order that no one may ever have to ask ' out of 
what so great a war arose ' — the very question, it might seem, 
which we have spent four chapters in trying to answer. 
Whether the answer we found is the right one or not, what 
is certain is that some answer is wanted. Our next ques- 
tion is : why was Thucydides content with his First Book, 
and -why are we not content with it 1 

There are on the surface indications of a wide divergence 
between his conception of his task in writing history and 
our conception of it, between what he offers and what we 
demand. Can we trace this divergence down to its source ? 
Putting our own, very different^ hypothesis along-side of 
Thucydides' introductory Book, and taking it (whether right 
or wrong in points of detail) as at least the expression of a 
typically modem view, can we explain the contrast between 
the two accounts? This is a wider and more interesting 
inquiry than the search for the origin of a particular war 
between two ancient cities ; it should take us to the centre 
of Thucydides' general view of history and of the historian's 
aim and office. 
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What, precisely, does Thucydides undertake to tell us ? — 
that is the point &om which we must start The answer lies 
in his own prefatory statement of his scope and method.^ 
In the first place, he undertakes to state t he plain trut h about 
what happened.' In the second place ne divides his subject- 
matter — the truths he means t o recor d — under two heads: 
s peeche s (Xoyoi), and the events (fpya) of the war. The passage 
iis^so important for our purpose that we will give it in full : 

'As to the accounts given of themselves by the several 
parties in speeches^ either on the eve of war or when they 
were already engaged, it would be hard to reproduce the 
exact language used, whether I heard it myself or it was 
reported to me by others. The speeches as they stand repre- 
sent whaty in my opinion was most necessary to be said by 
the several speakers about the matter in question at the 
moment, and I have kept as closely as possible to the general 
sense of what was really said. Of the ev&xitB — what actually 
was done in the war,^ I have thought fit not to write from 
any chance information, nor yet according to any notion 
of my own, but to record those at which I was present, or 
which I heard of from others, with the greatest possible 
accuracy of investigation. To discover these facts was labori- 
ous, because those who were present at the various events 
differed in their reports of the same occurrences, according 
to the state of their memories or as they sympathized with 
one side or the other.' 

( Observe that in this very careful account of whafc kh^ hiffto^y 
is to contain, there is not a word about causes. Each episode | 
in the military operations is to be described just as it hap- J 
pened ; we shall be told no more than an eyewitness might 
have seen on the spot. Besides this, we are to listen to the 
'accounts' given, the arguments used and pretexts alleged, 
by politicians and the representatives of states— no more 
than the audience at the assembly or at a congress of allies 
might actually have heard. The history as we have it does 

^ i. 20-2. ' Twr ytwoiUvw rd oo^/f , i. 22. 4. 

* L 22 5<ra iHv K6yi^ %tvw l«aaT0i. 
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consist, almost entirely, of these two elements. But why 
I has Thucydides deliberately adopted such an extraordinary 
method? Why, in particular, does he say nothing about 
causes, but put us off with the ex parte * accounts ' of in- 
terested persons, as publicly and formally stated with a view 
to persuading other interested persons ? Here on the threshold 
we find, between his notion of an historian's business and 
ours, as wide a gulf as can be conceived. How could he 
^ think that it was enough to tell us what ' the Corinthians ' 
Vyi or 'the Athenians' alleged, instead of what were the real, 
underlying causes of this war ? 

The method adopted by Thucydides was to a certain extent 
imposed upon him inevitably by the circumstances in which 
he wrote. A brief account of these will throw some light on 
the peculiarities of the work as we have it, and will help us 
to determine how far these peculiarities are shaped by external 
accident, and how far they result from the author's conception 
of history. 

The work was intended to cover the whole twenty-seven 
/ years of the Peloponnesian War. The eight books we have — 
I all that ever was written — ^actually cover twenty years. They 
are divided into two nearly equal parts, of which the second 
is unfinished.^ Part I contains the Ten Tears' War. Fart II 
begins with a fresh introduction in which the author for the 
first time remarks that the Ten Tears' War turned out to be 
only the first episode in a struggle of which it was all along 
1 prophesied that it should last thrice nine years — the only 
^ one of the many oracles which was fulfilled. From this 
remark, occurring where it does, it is plain that Fart I must 
have been far advanced before Thucydides knew how long 
the war was to continue. Careful search, moreover, has 
detected in it here and there several expressions which a 
thorough revision would have removed, and it may be con- 
cluded that, although considerable additions were made later, 
it was never rewritten as a whole. The second Part is 

' The diyision oooun at v. 20. The introduotion to Part II begins at y. 26 ; 
chapters 21-6 forming a connecting link. 
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incomplete ; Book VIII ends abruptly and is throughout in 
an unfinished condition. On the other band, Books VI and 
Vn (the Sicilian Expedition) are perhaps the most perfect \ 
part of the work. 

We may infer with certainty that Thucydides having begun 
to write, as he says himself,^ so soon as the war broke out, 
worked at the history, as occasion offered, all through the 
twenty-seven years of war and after bis restoration from 
exile at its close, until death ended his labours. 

About his manner of working there can be little doubt. . 
He evidently kept a sort of diary, recording the bare events, 
with details of time and place, as he heard of them. The 
entries form an annalistic thread, running through the whole, 
on which the fuller narrative could be constructed. In some 
places they actually remain embedded in the expanded story, 
which in other instances has replaced them.^ With this 
chronological framework as a basis, he would write up the 
more elaborate descriptions whenever he met with an eye- 
witness who could supply the necessary details, and the account 
would, no doubt, be carefully revised, if fresh information 
came in later from another source. From the circumstance 
that the unfinished Book VIII contains only short notes of 
the contents of speeches, whereas the narrative is in parts 
fairly full, it is not rash to conclude that in many cases the 
finished speeches of the earlier books were the last additions 
to the narratives whidi they accompany. 

His choice of incidents for fuller treatment was, of course, 
in part dependent on the chance of his meeting with some one 
who possessed the necessary information. Apart from this, 
he appears to have selected typical episodes, such as the 
siege of Plataea, the victory of Phormio, Demosthenes' campaign 
in Aetolia, the capture of Sphacteria, Brasidas' great march to 
the North, the siege of Syracuse. Each of these military 

' i. 1. 1. 

' See, for example, ii. 19. 1, where the formal reeord of the inyasion is left 
in the middle of the detailed description of it. On a close scrutiny it will 
be seen that chapters 18 and 19, which precede and follow it, are slightly 
inconsistent, and most have been written at different times. 
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achievements had some peculiar circumstances which made 
the operations interesting to contemporaries — though not 
always in the same degree to us — from the point of 
view of strategy and tactics. A few episodes, of which the 
most remarkable is the Corcyrean sedition, are treated in the 
same way on account of their political significance. The 
jifigmptionjaf Jhe £^^ msfeSStlfiS-^C 

r^Tfliri""% In all these cases, which together make up the 
greater part of the work, the intention is that which is stated 
in the introduction. * I shall be satisfied if the facts are pro- 
nounced to be useful by those who shall desire to. know dearly 
what haT^appenednui^^^^^^ past and the sort of things that 
are likely, so far as man can foresee, to happeni^gaiu in the 
future r """"" 

Such was the plan originally laid down for himself by 
Thucydides. He was not reyiewing his whole period in focus 
and perspective after a sufficient interval of time, but he 
was obliged to compose at odd moments, determined by 
the accidents of opportunity and scattered over a period 
of thirty to thirty-five yeara During all the first part of 
his labours he was writing concurrently with the events he 
recorded, often in the dark as to their relative importance, 
their bearing and connexions, and necessarily ignorant of 
their remoter consequences. All he could do at first was to 
keep his journal, and now and then to work up a detached 
episode. The result could not for a long time possess more 
unity than the collected volumes of a monthly review; no 
general tendency or trend of events could be discerned, no 
shadow cast before the unknown issue. 

But these considerations of outward circumstance, while 
they account for many of the features which make the work 
BO unlike a modem history, leave our present question 
untouched. However much he might be in the dark about 
the causes of the war when he began to write, however 
impossible it may have been for the darkness to be dispelled 
1 \ later, the strange thing is that he should have thought that 
\ I he had dispelled it. It is stranger still that in describing the 
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contents of his book he ah ouLdLJiftyfL alt ogether omitted to 
mention ccMteeg^ and laid domija plan of writing whifth. ^f 1 

Another ancient historian, Polybius ^, has told us explicitly 
what class of things he considers are the ' causes ' of a war. 
In his superior and priggish way, he speaks with contempt of 
men who cannot distinguish the ' begiTvn/ing ' (^x^)i ^^ ^^^ 
overt act of hostilities, from the ' cav^ae aTid pretext' {cdrCas Koi 
vpo<l>i(T€»s), ' I,' he says, ' shall regard the first attempt to put 
in execution what had already been determinedi as a *' begin- 
ning " ; but / shall mean by ** causes " (ahCas) those decisions 
and cownsds which precede and lead to such attempts; I mean 
considerations and states of mind and calculations^ and the 
things which bring us to wake a decision or form a purpose! 
A pretext is an alleged ' cause '. Polybius illustrates his use 
of terms from the war of Antiochus, of which the ^joms&L 
(oMq) was the anger of the Aetolians ; the m'etext (^TrM aans) 
was the liberation of Greece; the beginming (apx^ was 
descent of Antiochus upon Demetrias. The whole passage 
is in a didactic tone ; Polybius is evidently pleased with his 
powers of discrimination. 

With this in mind let us look at the passafi:e^ where 
TtucydideMB Jor a m^DoiMit ^^^ Mfl. p J^firibfid JifiPdto. 

andexpresses ^is^owTQ^pm lh/eu£sio- 

ponnesia n War. We shall find all the three terms distininiished 
by Polybius. 

*The Athenians and Peloponnesians began ({jp^avro) by 
breaking the thirty years' truce which they had made after 
the capture of Euboea. Why they broke it — ^their grievances 
and difierenoes (tcls cdrlas Koi ras biaipopds), I have first set 
forth, that no one may ever have to inquire from what origin 
(i( irov) 80 great a war arose among the Hellenes. The most 

geimiTie preieaiytfiough it a;iSpearj^di^Q^in.M^t M^^Mi4^ 
I believe to have been the increasing power of Athens, and 

* iiL 6-7. 

* i. 28. 4. V7e shaU diflcuBB later the digression (i. 88-118) where this 
statement is repeated and the grounds of the Spartans' fear are explained. 
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^ the alarm which they gave to the LacedAemonians, and so 

I forced them into war. But the grievances publidy alleged ^ 

^ by each side for breaking the truce and going to war were as 

follows.' Then he passes at once to the description of civil 

strife at Epidamnus, of her appeal to Corinth, and so forth. 

The first point in this passage to which we would draw 
attention is a point of disagreement between Folybius and 
Thucydides. Folybius carefully distinguishes between a 
' cause ' (alrCa) and a ' pretext ' {irp6<t>aais). The pristext of 
the war of Antiochus was the liberation of Greece — an 
avowed, but not a true, ' cause ' ; its (true) cause was the 
Aetolians' anger. Now Thucydides, we note, inverts the 
use of these terms. The alarm of the Lacedaemonians, which 
Folybius would call a ' cause ' (true, but not avowed), Thucy- 
dides calls ' the most genuine pretext, though it appeared 
least in what was said '. When he comes to the * grievances 
publicly alleged' — what Folybius would call 'pretexts* (avowed, 
but not true), he calls them alrCau 

We could hardly have better evidence that Thucydides draws 
no clear distinction between an alHa and a TTpod)a(ris. No re- 
spectable writer who had such a distinction In Jiis thoughts 
could speak of a ' most genuine pretext (irpcS^ao-ts) which 
appeared least in what was °pH '^whi^h, ip ffliCtto/Wflfli ]^^^^^- 
of all &. ]^ebQ^ Jowett, in rendering this phrase, instinc- 
tively substitutes the modernism: 'the real^ though unavowed, 
cause.' Hobbes is less modem and renders it faithfully : ' the 
truest QvurreU, though least in speech.' ^ 

' Mr. Forbes, in his edition of Thuc i, translates : ' For (and this was the 
truest cause, though least was said about it), ftc' (p. 28). In his glossary 
p. 166) he says * vp6<f>aerit is twice used emphatically for the real, as oj^sed 
to the pretendedf niotiye or cause ', citing L 23 and yi. 6. He adds a note : 
* Tlie idea in these places probably is ** if they had openly said what they 
really meant" ; ofcourse vp^^ff'tr cannot m^an "real motive''. Gf. Bern, (fe Cbr. 
156 (201), probably an imitation of Thucydides, 8r< rifi^ /ih^ dXtfOfj vpS^curtv 
Tw vpajfULTMf . . . AtreMp^irrtTo,* cdrlai Mr. Forbes renders * grievances* 
(p. 28) ; but slips into using ' causes * on p. 75 : ' Thucydides has thus t&r * 
(up to chap. 88) ' been explaining the avowed causes of the war. He now 
goes on to the real cause— the alarm of Sparta . . .* On i. 146 he translates 
vp6^aais by * cause ', without comment. 
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Thucydides, infect, throughout his first book uses the words 

aXrUk and Trp6< l>a<ns intercha ngeably.^ In Polybius aJr7a is per- . 

haps more nearly equivalent to * reason ' (in the psychological 4 
sense), than to ' cause '. I n Thucy di(]fla, .it Aoem rH mfifliTl ._ / 

* cause ' at all, and should seldom ia^Jtiaiislated * reason *. It / 
mJ^25SfiUflUWlife'- There is in Thucyd idean Greekjpa wofd j 
which even approaches the j^^ // 
English * cause ', with its correlati ve * effe ct '. 

This truth is recognized as a linguistic fact ; but surely it 
is something more. It implies that when Thucydides sat down 
to write his first Book, he never so much as asked himself 
the question which we have asked and tided to answer: 

* What were the causes of the war ? ' The questions he did 
ask were : What was the * beg inning ' (ipxri) — the first act of 
warl and: What were the grievances, quarrels, prete xts 
of the combatants? — t[v€s fi(rav al alrlaii The answers to 
these two questions he regards as containing a complete account 
of that ' out of which ' (i^ 8tov) the war arose. The com- 
batants 'began', he says, by breaking the treaty of thirty 
years' peace ; the grievances, accusations, and pretexts occupy 
the rest of Book I (except the digression, 88-118). But that 
is all which he attempts to tell. We ought to give up 
speaking of the first Book as being about {he causes of the ; 
wary it is much truer to say that there is hardly a word I 
about causes in it from beginning to end. Thucydides has 

not told us the causes, and one reason for this omission is that 
he never raised the question, and never could raise it, in distinct 
and unambiguous terms. 

The first B ook is not^^aDalysis.^of jpffV^lfiftg, l^"t- ^-^a atprj ^^ J 
a quarrel Thucydides approaches his subject in the same 

1 Compare iv. 85. 1, where Brasidas says, of his expedition to Acanthus, 
1^ fiewt/joffls fiov . . . ytyiyrjTai rifi^ alriay ivaXrfBt^ovca Ijv &px6/A€¥ot rov iroKi/iov 
irpo€iwoftey, *KOifvai(Ht lAcv^cpovrrct r^ 'EAAdSa iroAcfriio'cty, and § 6 ti^k alr/ay 
viffri^ dvodfiicyvwu. Here alrha is used to mean a pretext or alleged ground of 
quarrel which (in the speaker's view) was always genuine, but needed to be 
proyed genuine by corresponding action, i. 65. 2 alrla tk cJhrf wp&rrj iyivero 
rov no\4/AOv rots K(^v$loit h rohs 'Mrfvaiovi, tri , , , Jravfuixovir : i. 118. 1 tffa 
9p6^<n5 rot/dc rov 9o\i/Aov Kariarrf, refeiring to the same events. 
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way that Herodotus approaches his in the opening chapters, 
where he recounts the earlier stages in * the quarrel for which 
/ the Qreeks and barbarians fought '.^ That feud began with 
the rape of the Argive princess, Jo, by some Phoenician 
traders. Certain Greeks retaliated by carrying off Europa^ 
daughter of the King of Tyre, and so * squared the account '• 
Next time the aggressors were the Greeks, who sailed to 
Colchis and carried away Medea. Then Alexander, son of 
Priam, bent on vengeance, made a prize of Helen. Diplomatic 
protests failing, the Trojan war followed, Priam's kingdom 
was overthrown, and thenceforth the bai*barians regarded the 
Greeks as enemies. The expeditions of Darius and Xerxes 
were conceived as reprisals for the expedition of Agamemnon. 

Similarly, the first book of Thucydides traces the feud 
between Athens and 'the Peloponnesians '. Seen in that 
lights the structure and contents of the book become natural 
and intelligible : accusa tions and pretexts and ex parte 
statements, which are ridiculpusly^i)Ut.Qf placaia.A..discu8- 
sion of causes, are just what we.expect_m_jJiajatoJXJ2L-& 
quarreL- The speakers are like litigants in a process ; one 
party states its grievances, the other attempts refutation. 
Thucydides seems to take it as his primary duty to put 
forward both cases fairly, and to leave the reader to judge. 
He does not, like a modem historian, assume the judicial 
position himself^ treat the allegations as so much (almost 
worthless) evidence to be * summed up', and then attempt 
an independent investigation of the causes which these 
allegations were partly designed to conceal. 

We may observe a further psychological consequence en- 
tailed by this manner of approaching the subject : Thucydides' 
thoughts, being bent on the earlier stages of the quarrel^ are 
fixed solely on the past. Now, the policy of commercial 
expansion to the West, which we have ascribed to the Piraeus, 

^ U* ijif alTiffv kwokiftfffftv, Herod. L 1. Compare the stoiy of the feud 
between Athens and Aegina (Herod, y. 82) which opens thoB : i) U fxl^pij 4 
vpoo^iKofi4vfj h *A$ipmiovs U iw AlyanjriM^ kyivtro i£ dpxrfs roi^dt. Similarly 
the earlier stages in the quarrel between Persia and Scjthia are resumed 
(Herod, iy. 1) to explain Darius' Inyasion. 
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lay wholly in the future. It was not a * grievance ' on either 
side ; and no one who was looking for grievances could pos- 
sibly come to think of it. Hence the aJliance with Corcyra, 
for instance, instead of being regarded as a step in the execu- 
tion of this policy, is treated from the Corinthians' standpoint, 
as an interference on the part of Athens in a private feud 
between Corinth and one of her colonie& The situation of 
the island on the route to Italy and Sicily, which to us is the 
significant fact, is, as we have seen, barely mentioned, in a 
couple of sentences, without any emphasis or explanation; 
it has nothing to do with any grievance. 

But, if the bulk of this first Book is not about causes, there 
remains the one statement that ' the most genuine pretext was 
the Spartans' fear of the increasing powerof Athens '• Although 
Thucydides has no word for cause, a ' most genuine ^reb^xi* 
means one which is based on some genuine, real feelimr ; and 
this feeling we may dftflftrihe, thou gh ^ p^ fMi^"^' so describe 
1^7 as a ^a^tfg. We remark here an agreement between the 
two passages we quoted from Thucydides and Polybius: 
both alike find the * reason ', or * genuine pretext ', of a^wmr 
in aj^e^Tijjf, a state of jjmdLAttributrftfi to nnflLi^Ahe.natioffl, 
involved. The anger of the Aetolians was the reason (oZr^a) 
of the war of Antiochus ; the fear of the Lacedaemonians is 
the ' most genuine pretext ' for this war. The digression in 
chapters 88-118 is intended to explain this fear, by describing 
the growth of Athens. We will glance through it, in order 
to note from what point of view the description is written. 

Thucydides goes back to the retreat of the Persians. 
When the invaders were gone, the Athenians set about 
restoring their desolated homes and rebuilding their walls 
(89). The Lacedaemonians, urged by their allies and fear- 
ing the new growth of the Athenian navy, send envoys to 
dissuade them from fortifying their city. The diplomatic 
manoeuvres by which Themistocles hoodwinked the Spartans 
until the walls were built are told in detail (90-1). The 
Spartans concealed their anger and disappointment (92). 
The Piraeus is founded and fortified as a refuge in case of 
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another baxbaxian invasion (93). The tyranny of Pausanias 
drives the allies to prefer the supremacy of Athens (95), who 
takes tribute of them, under colour of intended reprisals upon 
Persia, though they remain autonomous and meet for delibera* 
tion in a common assembly (97). Naxos was the first to revolt 
and the first to be ' enslaved contrary to the convention ' (98) ; 
the turn of others came later. The fault lay partly with the 
Athenians' severity in exaction, partly with the negligence of 
the allies (99). Various Athenian successes are recorded (100). 
The revolted Thasians induce the Spartans secretly to promise 
an invasion of Attica, which is prevented only by the great 
Helot rising (101). Kimon is sent to help the Lacedaemonians 
in crushing the rebels at Ithome, but he is received with 
suspicion and sent back with insulting discourtesy. * This 
was the first open difierenoe' between the two states. Athens 
renounces the Lacedaemonian alliance (102), and * being now 
at feud with Sparta' settles the banished Messenians at 
Naupactus, and allies herself with Megara. Her occupation 
of this city and of its ports, Nisaea and Pegae, is ' the begin- 
ning of the Corinthians' intense hatred of Athens ' (103). 

Then follow the Egyptian Expedition and the war with 
Corinth, and later with Sparta ; the battles of Tanagra and 
Oenophyta; the reduction of Aegina; the failure of the 
Egyptian Expedition (104-110). After some minor operations 
a five years' truce is concluded between the Peloponnesians 
and Athens. Kimon (the last representative of the anti- 
Persian ideal) falls, in an 'Hellenic' war against Asiatics, 
at Cyprus (112). Then intestine strife breaks out again in 
Greece; Athens is worsted and restores the places she has 
held in the Peloponnese (115). The revolt of Samos and 
Byzantium is crushed (117). 

Thucydides returns to his main narrative in these words : ^ 
' And now, a few years later, occurred the affairs at Corcyra 
and Potidaea above narrated, and al]_ttiat_catme_toMbe_a 
pretext for this war.' The transactions mentioned in the 
digression occupiedfifty years, ' in which, while the Athenians 
established more firmly their mastery over their empire and 

» i. lia 
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themselves advanced greatly in power, the Lacedaemonians, 
perceiving it, only made slight attempts to prevent them, and 
for the most part of the time remained inactive ; for they had 
never been quick to go to war, if they were not compelled ; 
and in part they were hindered by wars at home ; until at 
last the power of Athens was clearly rising high and they 
were laying hands on the Peloponnesian league. Now the 
Lacedaemonians could bear it no longer; they decided that 
they must set to their hands with energy and pull down the 
strength of Athens, if they could, by embarking on this war/ 

Li so far as this digression is more than a mere chronicle 
intended to correct the current dating of the events, it is 
clearly an account of how the 'difiference' arose between Athens 
and Sparta and the breach widened into an irreparable feud. 
In the Persian wars the two states had stood together against 
the Eastern invader ; but no sooner was the danger past than 
anger and ^suspicion broke out through the deceitful policy 
of Themistocles. So the feud began, and its course is 
traced through the * first open difference \ and the wars that 
followed, down to the latest ' grievances ' which occupy the 
rest of the book. The phase of this process which especially 
interests Thucydides is the change that came over the char- 
acter of the Athenian league. He belonged by family tradition 
to the old school which took for its motto, Unity in Hellas and 
War to the death with the barbarian, and in the transition 
from an ' alliance ' to an ' empire ' and from an empire to a 
'tyranny' he read the defection of Athens from this ideal, 
which Kimon, his kinsman and hero, had championed to the 
end. Thinking on these lines, his attention was fixed on the 
nominal heads of the two leagues, Athens and Sparta. The 
first Book might have been very different if he had studied 
rather the Piraeus and Corinth, and sought causes instead 
of grounds of quarrel. 

We must now recur to the point of agreement we noted 
between Thucydides and Polybius.^ Thucydides has told us 

^ See aboTe, p. 61. 
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why a ceitain 'pretext' was 'the most genuine', and this 
pretext, we notice, is a feeling of fear attributed to a nation 
as a whole ; just as the ' reason ' which Folybius finds for the 
war of Antiochus is the anger of the Aetolians. Folybius, 
moreover, expressly limits the term a{r^, in connexion with 
the histoiy of a war, solely to psychological ' reaso ns ' — ^to feel- 
ings and other states of minST which immediately precede 
action, * whatever brings us to make a decision or form a 
purpose.' With this limitation Thucydides seems tacitly to 
agree, when he finds the genuine pretext ih ihej^ar "oTlihe 
Spartans^ and attributes tbeu*^ inaction (in^so^lar as Tt^was' 
V^ not due to aocidentarhindranoesV to the slowness of their 
national temperament It appears to us to be characteristic 
of ancient historians in general, that in so far as they look 
for causes of human events, they look, apart from supernatural 
agencies, solely to psychological causes — ^the motives and 
characters of ind ividuals and of cities * "*""** 

In the present instance, we ought not to overlook the fact 
that Thucydides is writing from the Athenian side, and con- 
sequently tends to regard ' the Peloponnesians ' or at least the 
several states (Sparta, Corinth, &c.) as units. Thus, he tells us 
of the ■ fear of the La>cedae7rumians \ and ' tilie intense hatred ^A 
the Corinthians ' ; but Arr>.kj(1iLTnna u.r\A Brasidas are the onlv\ 
two individuals on the Feloponnesian side whose motives are 
even dimly apprehended. He evidently knew nothing about 
the state of politics and the prominent personalities at Corinth. 
On the other hand, in his own city he takes account of two 
elements : the national character , of .' the Athi^ni^j3 ' as a 
whole, and the character and r^otives of leadini? meiL Fericles, 
Cleon, Alcibiades, Nikias, and so on. This is perfectly 
natural The Athenian people met as a body in the ecclesia, and 
its character could be observed there directly, as well as traced 
in its collective action; but its motives become articulate 
only in the ' demagogue ', the ' spokesman of the people', or in 
the representative sent on a mission to a foreign state. When 
they are formulated .in_jthe_^retexts ' of individual^^^uifixs, 
they are inevitably associated with their personalitiecL^aod. 
private ambitions. The disinterested ideal of Athens' glory is 
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impersonated in Pericles ; her restless covetousness (irktovc^Ca) 
in Cleon ; her ambition of conquest in Alcibiades. Now all 
these pecaliarities of Thuoydides' narrative are psychological 
accidents which ought to be discounted in criticizing his 
evidence. With respect to the origin of the war, in particular, 
we see how the unconscious preoccupations they involve would 
prevent Thucydidee from seeing that Pericles and his majority ) 
were not at one, that the motives which actuated the men who 
voted for his proposals were not necessarily identical with the 
motives which were expressed in his ' pretexts ', or with his 
own private motives. The secret was not to be found in 
Peiides' speeches, nor yet in the national character of ' the 
Athenians '. 

The exclusive concentration of the ancient historia ns on the 
mo tives and charact ars nf rr\M\ ftpd o f ^t ft tes is the key to 
the divergence wenoticed between their histories and ours. 



We are not content with * causes * of this sort only ; we were 
not satisfied, for instance, to attribute the prosperity of 
Megara to virtuous moderation. When Solon (according to 
Plutarch^) observed that merchants are not accustomed to 
bring their wares to places where they can get nothing in 
exchange, he was stating a truth not as we should state it. 
We look for a different sort of explanations and we express 
them in different terms. 

Thus, in constructing our hypothesis about the origin of the 
war, instead of looking for states of mind such as fear, ambition, 
virtuous moderation, we sought for the causes alike of the 
Peloponnesian war, of the Sicilian expedition, and of the 
prosperity of Megara in what we call an economic and \ 
topological situation. We did not look, primarily, into 
the breasts of Pericles, Cleon, and Alcibiades and study their 
characters and personal motives, but we consulted popula- 
tion statistics and the map of Greece. When we had 
observed the rise of a commercial population in the Piraeus, 
and noted that Corinth was well situated to control the 
stream of trade from Sicily across the isthmus, it occurred to 
us that Megara was on the same isthmus and presented the 

* See aboYe, p. 19. 
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1 only weak point which the Piraeus, with designs of expan- 
\ sion westward, could attack. The result was that, whereas 
, there was no possible connexion between such isolated psy- 
chological facts as the alarm of the Spartans, the personal 
ambitions of Cleon and Alcibiades, and the virtuous modera- 
tion of the Megarian people, the connexion between the 
elements and factors in the * situation' we considered was 
obvious. Hence we could perceive that the whole war, the 
Sicilian enterprise, and the attack on Megara, could all be 
traced to one and the same set of causes, which governed the 
entire train of events. The personal motives of individuals 
only came in as a secondary factor, modifying the details of 
what seemed in itself an almost inevitable process. 

Similarly we are inclined to go beyond Solon's acute ob- 
servation of the habits of merchants. Solon's way of putting 
it was that merchants are not accustomed to give anything for 
nothing ; he remarks it as a &ct of human nature. Our lan- 
guage is dififerent because we tend to abstract from the psycho- 
logical aspect, and to formulate, instead, a general law, which 
says nothing about the natural preferences of merchants, but 
speaks of a necessity that exports should balance imports. 
So long as the preference of merchants was alone considered, 
the foundation of economic science could not be laid. Thus 
we find Hato still ignorant of a law which Solon, a practical 
man^ was on the verge of discovering. ^ 
^ [^ The great contrast, in fact, between ancient and modem 
! history is this: that whereas the modems instinctively and 
incessantly seek for the operation of social conditions, of 
economic and topological factors, and of political forces and 
processes of evolution, — all of which elements they try to 
bring under laws, as general and abstract as possible ; the 
ancients looked simply and solely to the feelings, motives, 
characters of individuals or of cities. These, and (apart 
from supernatural agencies) these only, appeared to them 
to shape the course of human history. 

' SoorAtes, in the Alcibiades (i. 122 s), argues that the Lacedaemonians 
must be exceedingly rich, because silver and gold come into the country 
from all quarters of Oreece and neyer go out again (industry and export 
trade being forbidden by Lyourgus' constitution). 



) 



THUCYDIDES' CONCEPTION OP HISTORY 67 

The contrast reveals a profound divergence of ultimate 
views as to the position of man in the universe, and here at 
last we reach the central point of the position. No historian 
can be completely criticized until we have taken account of 
his philosophical attitude. For an ancient historian, whose 
standpoint is so remote that we cannot safely assume any 
common ground, the inquiry is imperative. Our previous 
discussion furnishes the point of departure: we have to 
consider what philosophic doctrine is tacitly and unconsciously 
implied, when it is tacitly and unconsciously assiuned that 
the only 'causes' which it is relevant to discuss in the 
history of a war are the immediate motives and passions of 
individuals or of personified states. 

When we have brought the question to this issue, the 
answer is not far to seek. The latent implication is that 
every motive ie a first cause, or Js determined sol^y p jf. 
c haracter. ^ 

Ifjwe would understand Thucydides, we mustnot regard 
a humMi~a ction as par t l y .c aused b y innumeirable influences 

^ This doctrine is \3p1r:.t_!jl,_T1ltf^nftliBt (JTfr^ flkfWIS^*- ^^ ^® fourth 
oentuiy, when it first beeomee explicit in the Aristotelian doctrine of free 
wiU. We cannot go at length into this question ; but briefly the doctrine 
is as foUows. A man's action is caused by his deoisajof some end. That, of 
coune, is true ; but the next step is false. This step is the assertion that 
the ft"d in gueation — the object of desire — is the caiise of the desire. A man 
thinks of some result he wishes to attain : how can he bring it about? He 
thinks of the means to it ; beginning from the ' end * — the last effect to be 
caused — he traces the chain of means backwards till he reaches the first 
means—some action which it is immediately within his power to perform. 
This last link in his chain of thought is the first link in the chain of execu- 
tion. He performs the action; it is a beginning (dpxfj) which starts t)ie 
series of means leading back again to the desired result. The two processes 
of reflection and execution form a closed circle, which ends where it began, 
in the object or ' end ' desired. The ' end * is caUed a ' final cause ' ; the 
action and the desire which prompts it are the ' beginning qf moHon * (^x^ 
Ku^fftw), Man _is the orifflnal source an d parent of his acts, dpxijiy . . . 
ytvyffriiy rwi^ v/xS^cwr &ffntp itai r^KPon^f Ar. Eth, Nic 7 iiL 15 and t. 5. To 
this we may add, with Aristotle, that the activity is conditioned (not caused) 
by character, and the account is then complete. We are here following 
Aristotle's statement of the point which concerns us without taking account 
of any modifications first introduced by Aristotle. We are only considering 
what is assumed by men who might haye been his grandfkthers. 

F 2 



I 



• f ;> I *« i t V ' ^ 

68 THUCTBIDES HISTORICUS ^ 

\ of environment, and by events that happened before the agent 
was bom, riff&t "^BaiiFTnto^af immeasurable past; nor must 
we think of it as a single point in the total state of the 
world at a given moment, which state can be completely 
B^^^sSiisttSxi^ hjLibaiatal jstatej&t the j?r,§>^iQu^^ moment,, 
and jO[ OT We must J^ink. of jt^as sjriQg^^ and there ! 

moreover, of the notion of law as applying to human actions j 
and eveAts. The fundamental conception which ail our thought 
about the world implies must be banished — the conception, 
namely, that the whole course of events of every kind, human or 
non-human, is one enormous concatenation of causes and effects - ' 
stretching forward and back into infinite time> and spreading 
outwards over immeasurable space, a concatenation in which 
every link is necessarily connected with all the rest, however 
remote. The world upon which the Greek looked out pre- 
sented no such spectacle as this. Hunian affairs — the subject- 
matter of history — were not to him a single strand in the 
illimitable web of natural evolution \ their course was shaped ^ 
solely by one or both of two factors : immediate human motives," ' 
and the will of gods and spirits, of Fortune^ qr^jPiLFA^- The 
rationalist who rejected the second class was left with the 
first, alone — the original and uncaused acts of human wills. 
That is why^Polybius expressly limits the term * cause' {ahCa) 
in relation to history to one class of things — motives. 
Thucydides takes the limitation for granted. 

On this all-important point we part company with many 
recognized authorities. We will quote a typical statement 
from Professor Gomperz' brilliant review of Greek thought : — 

'There is hardly any pair of contemporaries who offer 
a mokre glaring conti'ast than Herodotus and Thucydides. 
Barely a score of years divided their works from one another, 
but a gulf of centuries seems to yawn between their temper 
and inspiration. Herodotus creates throughout an entirely 
old-fashioned impression ; Thucydides is a modem of the 
modems. He made a clean sweep of the political and 
religious bias, the legendary and novelistic sympathies, and 
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the primitive beliefs, rarely mitigated by the light of criticism, 
which marked the elder historian. The gaze of Thucydides 
is primarily fixed on the political factors, on the actual 
relations of forces, on the natural foundation, so to speak, 
of historical phenomena. He looks for their spiings, not 
in the dispensations of supernatural beings, nor yet^ except 
in a moderate degree, in the caprices and passions of 
individual men. Behind those he always sought for the 
universal forces that animated them, for the conditions of 
the peoples, and the interests of the states. ... It was 
his constant endeavour to describe the course of human affairs 
as though it were a process of nature informed by the light 
of inexorable causality.' ^ 

This passage is perhaps unguarded in expression, and it 
seems somewhat ungracious to fasten upon details ; we take 
it only as a typical instance of what seems to us a fallacy 
very prevalent in modem histories of ancient thought. What 
lies behind the positive statements in Professor Qomperz* 
paragraph is thejveiy:differecji andmerely negative proposition ^ 
that Thucydides records nothing which is not consistent with \ 
a scientific conception of the world — that he tacitly rejects \ 
supernatural causes. Let us admit, for the present, that this 
is true. The fallacy consists in passing from this negative ; 
statement to the assertion, implied throughout the paragraph, ; 
thfit the void left by the rejection of supematuralism was 
filled by modem science. 

The chief point in which we differ from Professor Gomperz 
arises over his last statement, that Thucydides endeavoured 
to describe the course of human affairs as th'bugh it were 
a process of nature informed by inexorable causality. This 
is precisely what we have seen roasoii to deny. Human \ 
affairs havgi for Thucydides, not eyea __!!:?_ trilogy yp\f • 
proces8.Q9^.ofwaatuBa^ much less are they identified with one 
of the processes of nature ; much less, again, is their course ; \ 
informed by inexorable causality. Man, isolated from, and - 
opposed to. Nature, moves along a narrow path, unrelated 

'^I^Si^^l^^SU^b^Jf^fnk^^ (E.T.), i. 608. We an sorry to quote thia interesting 
work only to express disagreelliait. 
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[ to what lies beyond, and lighted only by a few dim rays of 

\ human ' foresight ' {yvdfiri), or by the false, wandering fires 

of Hope. He bears within hiip^ pft1f-nnnfft.infn|^ \^\f^ ^^^jpy 

:nbi his own character ^ ; and this, with the purposes which 

arise out of it, shapes his course. That is all, in Thucydides' 

view, that we can say ; except that, now and again, out of 

the surrounding darkness come the blinding strokes of Fortune, 

; unaccountable and unforeseen. We shall try to prove later, 

j in detail, that Thucydides' history can only be understood 

j when we start from some such conception as thu. If we 

j presuppose the very modem view — it is not yet a century old 

; — that human affairs are a process of nature indissolubly 

woven into one world-process by causal law, we shall be 

misled at every turn. 

And, besides rejecting this general conception, we must be- 
ware of saying that Thucydides looked for such entities as 
Apolitical factors', 'relations offerees', 'the natural foundation 
of historical phenomena,' 'universal forces which animate men.' 
We are not merely objecting to forms of words; we are protest- 
ing against the attribution to Thucydides of the whole class 
of categories and conceptions and modes of thought of which 
these and similar phrases are the expression. It is precisely 
in respect of these conceptions that modem history differs 
from ancient. They have been imported, but yesterday, from 
Darwinian biology and from branches of mathematical and 
physical science which in fifth-century Athens were undis- 
covered, and which, if they had been discovered, no one 
would have dreamed of bringing into connexion with human 
history. Perhaps the importation has not been all to the 
good. A combination of political forces is a bloodless and 
inhuman entity, and in the manipulation of these mechanical 
categories we seem to lose touch of the realities they conceal 
—the pulse and play of warm, live passions, the beating 
hearts of men who suffer and aspire. We are sometimes 
put off with phrases instead of explaoations ; and the language 
of cogs and pulleys fails, sometimes, to illuminate the workings 
of the spirit. 

^ TH^ot Mp&w^ Zalftw, Heracleitua, fra^ 119 (Diels.). 
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Further, not only has History proper been inyaded by these 
abstract sciences, but also — and partly as a consequence — 
a number of ancillary sciences, fast growing up round the 
old method of narrating human actions, are parcelling out 
the field occupied by the ancient descriptive science of Politics. 
Collectively, they may be called Sociology. The best estab- 
lished of them is Economics, which studies the phenomenon 
known to the Greeks by the moral term, irAeove^^a, * covetous- 
ness,' that vice of human character which makes a man want 
to ' have more ' than his neighbour. It was in ancient days 
the topic for a chapter in Ethics or for a character sketchy like 
those of Theophrastus, of 'the covetous man'. Now it 
is studied in almost complete abstraction from anything 
psychological. The fluctuations of the money market are 
traced in columns of figures and in curves on a diagram. 

The laws which Economics attempts to establish, the cate- 
gories of its ideal constructions, the abstract methods of this 
science and of others like it> find their way into History. The 
modem historian deals in vague entities, in groups and 
tendencies and the balance of forces. Further, he is always 
aware of a vast accumulation of ordered knowledge in the back- 
ground. The comparative method and the survey of evidence / 
drawn from remote lands and from unnumbered centuries 
have taught him to take nothing for granted, and to seek for \ 
connexions between phenomena which his ancestors never 
dreamed of coiTelating. 

The course of human events, then, 10 to be. thoiJgbt 9i as 
shaped by tlie wills and passions of individual men or of 
cities, not as a part of what lies around it and beyond. And 
what does lie beyond? For Thuoydides^the a^sif^xiia; the 
Unknawp. This was the only answer possible to a man of 
his temperament, a man whose spirit needed, above all, what 
was clear and definite.^ Like a few other enlightened men of 
his time, he had rejected every systematic explanation of the 
world that he could think of. Supernatural causes — the will , 

^ < Klarheit nnd Bestimmtheit ist daa Bedflrfnis aeines OeiBtes,* ClaBsen, 
Thno. i, EinL p. zlvi. 
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of personal gods and spirits — these men denied. Thacydides 
ought not, pei'hapsy to be described as a sceptic ; the word 
has come to suggest a certain hardness of intellect and 
a degree of positive antagonism which are not, we think, 
characteristic of his mind. It is better to call him an 
agnostic, not of the dogmatic sort who know so much about 
the unknown that they confidently assert it to be unknow- 
able ; but of the sober, unprejudiced kind, whose single desire 
is to reach, and to observe religiously, the limits of what is 
known. Vulgar superstition is nothing to him, except at the 
few points where it stands in the path of knowledge ; there 
he can treat it with cool irony. He could respect the piety 
of Nikias and love the man, while gravely condemning his 
credulity in one fatal matter where it blinded him to 
a definitely ascertained fact. He will note with grave 
severity how, in time of stress, men who profess religion 
fall short of their ideals; but for his own part he seems 
to stand aside, rejecting, we may imagine, with more scorn 
than ignorant faith would deserve the philosophizing com- 
promises and senile allegorizings of an age too sceptical, and 
not quite sceptical enough, to be at ease with itself. In 
his attitude towards religion (which must not be confounded 
with the quackeries of strolling oracle- vendors) there is never 
a trace of lightness or irreverence. 



/ The men of the enlightenment were agreed in rejecting 
\ religion ; but Thucydides had gone yet fui*ther in agnosticism 
[ than most of them, and rejected also the * philosophical ' 
schemes of the universe. With his strong and steady desire 
for literal, certain truth, knowing by experience how hard it 
is to get a consistent account of things actually seen and done 
from the men who saw and did them, he had not much 
respect for philosophies which, when science was still a blind 
and babbling infant, professed to reveal how the universe 
came into being. 

Well-meaning efforts have been made to furnish him with 
a belief in some providential government of the world. 
But there is not a shadow of proof that he recognized the 
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' Mind ' of Anaxagoras any more than tiie Zems of Aeschylus. 
Indeed, his avoidance of the word vw9 (to which he prefers 
yvfifiri) may indicate a definite wish to renounce the philo- 
sophic theory associated in his day with the term. From 
Anaxagoras and other ' philosophers' he accepted a few results 
of scientific observation — about eclipses, earthquakes and the 
like — all that had yet been won from the vast field of the 
unknown by the first inroads of knowledge. That is the 
extent of his debt to 'philosophy', in the way of positive 
results ; all it had done for him otherwise was of a negative 
sort. Since Parmenides had declared the sensible world to 
be an illusion, agnosticism in one form or another had taken 
possession of many thoughtful minds. It is only in this 
way that Thucydides owed to philosophy his marvellous 
sense of the limits of certain knowledge. 

If we would put ourselves at the point where Thucydides 
stood when he began his task, we must perform an almost 
impossible feat. To rid our minds of religious and meta- 
physical beliefs which are not identical with our own is 
comparatively easy. What is exceedingly difficult but equally 
necessary, is to throw off the inheritance to which we are 
bom, of concepts distinguished and defined by a vast and 
subtle terminology, logical, metaphysical, scientific, created 
by Aristotle, refined by the schoolmen, and enlarged by 
centuries of discovery. Thucydides lived at the one moment 
in recorded history which has seen a brilliantly intellectual 
jodety, nearly emancipated from a dying religion, and at the 
same time unaided by science, as yet hardly bom. Nowhere 
but in a few men of that generation shaU we find so much /" 
independence of thought combined with such destitute poverty / 
in the apparatus and machinery of thinking.^ The want of 

* It iB not easy for ns to realize how impoMdble it was to think dearly in 
a language whieh did not supply, as modem languages do, a refined and 
distinct terminology. When Thucydides* contemporary, Demooritua, wrote : 
'By oonyention sweet, by oonyention sour; in truth atoms and Toid,* he 
metmtf we say, something of this sort : that the primary qualities of matter 
are obJeotiToly real, while the seoondary are only subjeetiye. But to offer 
this proposition, or anything like it, as a paraphrase of the Greek is utterly 
unoriticaL It is to disguise the fact that the Greek word (v6ii^) rendered 
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scientific categories, and above all of the cardinal conception 

/ of law as applying to human actions, makes a gulf between 

Thucydides and ourselves immensely greater than any which 

his want of superstitious beliefs makes between him and 

r- ! Herodotus. We must rid our minds of scientific terminology, 

j as well as of religion andphilosophy, if *we are to appreciate 

; the uxuquejlfitai^ment of T hucydides* ^ ind. moving in the 

/ rarest of atmosphere between the old,_flig^^"4 ^^^^ ne W. 

y \ Descartes, for all his efforts, was immeasurably less free Irom 

metaphysical preoccupation ; Socrates appeare, in comparison, 

superstitious. 

When we have made all these deductions, and swept away 
as much as we can of our furniture of thought, we are left in 
presence of a reflective and very observant mind, whose inter- 
est is concentrated on human acts and motives. Its peculiar 
note is a feeling for truth which, exalted as it is, has less 
of passion in it than of austere regard. All the character 
of the man is in the famous passage where he rebukes, with- 
out condescending to name him, the inaccuracy of Herodotus. 
' There are many facta, not falling into oblivion through lapse 
of time but belonging to our own day, about which the 
Hellenes in general are misinformed. They believe, for in- 
stance, that the Lacedaemonian kings have not one vote each 
but two, and that they have a ' Pitanate regiment ', which in 
fact never existed. So little pains do most men take in the 
inquiry for the truth ; they will sooner turn to the first story 
that comes to hand.' ^ 

Of all the indictments of Herodotus this is the most grim 
and the most just. We could defend him from the accusa- 

' Bubjective ', is deplorably ambiguous, and means ' legal *, ' conyentional,' 
X *■ artificial,* * unnatural,' ' arbitrary,* and a number of other things. Enough 
remains of the oontrovenies of the time to show that this ambiguifcy lay, 
not in language only, but in thought. These ideas, all eoTered by one word 
in the only tongue known to the Greeks, were simply not distinguished, 
and to import a distinction by assigning one meaning to the word to the 
exclusion of the rest is to commit the fallacy into which Professor Qomperz 
aeems to us to have fidlen. 
» Thuc L 20; Hdt. yi. 57; ix. 63. 



^ 



THUCYDroES' CONCEPTION OP HISTORY 75 

tion of ' malignity * ; we oonld palliate his superstitions and y 
Tomancings ; but we cannot deny that in respect of these two | ^J^ 
irreducible little facts, which may possibly be of some use to } \ 
a modem antiquary, but were then utterly insignificant, he ^ ^ 

was careless. The kings of Lacedaemon had only one vote ; 
the Spartan regiments were not territorial. He might have 
ascertained the truth, and he did not. 

Deeply interested in human character, punctiliously accu- 
rate, an agnostic not of the militant order but by way of 
patient, rational conviction, Thucydides found a congenial 
field only in the history of a contemporary war waged 
between the states he knew by men whom he had seen and 
heard. Here were facts which could be found out, and 
laboriously sifted, and set down for the instruction of posterity. 
Just how much can be found out and set down he is careful 
to define in the passage from which we started in this chapter; 
we can now see why the field it limits is so restricted, the 
renunciation so austere. If the creative faculties of man 
could be severed from the receptive, if science could first 
banish art and next cast out of herself all hypothesis and 
generalization, then the historian might reduce himself to 
the compass of Thucydides' programme : * the accourUs given 
of themselves by the several states in speeches, when they were 
on the eve of war or later when they were engaged ' ; and ' the 
events — what was a^iwaUy done in the war '. 

The events are matter of observation : the only difficulty is 
to get an accurate account from eyewitnesses. Besides ' what 
was done', nothing seems relevant except the immediate 
motives of the agents. These can be ascertained only in two 
ways. We may infer from a man's behaviour what his 
feelings are ; but such inferences are a leap into the dark, 
and although Thucydides of course could not avoid making 
them, he openly states them as rarely as possible. Safer, to 
his mind, was the method of keeping, here also, to observed 
facts : namely, the reasons publicly alleged, the * accounts ' 
given of their actions by the agents themselves. If these 
can be faithfully and literally reported, posterity may perhaps 
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see more light through the words than Thuoydides could 
be sure of seeing. It is to this magnificent sense of the 
historian's duty to truth that we owe those indications, in- 
explicable to the man who recorded them, significant only to 
a modem observer, on which we can base our hypothesis 
about the origin of the war. 

The time for investigating causes, and making hypothetical 
constructions was not yet. We must constantly remind our- 
selves that Thucydides seemed to himself to stand on the very 
threshold of history. Behind him lay a past which, in com- 
parison with ours, was unimaginably meagre. From beyond the 
Grecian seas had come nothing but travellers' tales of the East- 
em wonderland. Within the tiny Hellenic world itself, the 
slender current of history flashed only here and there a broken 
gleam through the tangled overgrowth of legend and gorgeous 
flowers of poetry, whose shoots and pushing tendrils had 
gained even upon the great Persian war-time of fifty years 
before, so that the figure of Xerxes was fading already to join 
the shades of Priam and Agamemnon in the world of dreams. 
The creator of history would set himself no more ambitious 
task than to save from the dissolving fabric of human fact 
a few hard stones, un||^wn, and fit only to serve for a 
foundation. ^ 
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THUCYDIDES MYTHICUS 



INTRODUCTORY 

In the last chapter we tried to define Thucydides' starting- 
point, to take stock of his equipment, and to see his under- 
taking as he must have seen it in prospect. When, however, 
we observe the impression left on our minds by the work 
as a whole, we find that this impression contains an element 
which is not accounted for by the author's avowed method 
and design. If Thucydides had steadily adhered to what 
must have been his original plan — a mere journal of the { 
war, threading a disconnected row of illustrative episodes ' 
— ^the history would have had no more artistic value than 
just the sum of values of its several parts; but this does 
not correspond to the impression actually conveyed. We 
are vaguely, but unmistakably, conscious of an artistic effect 
of the whole — ^an effect imperfectly executed, tentative, more 
than half lost in broken lights and formless shadows, but 
certainly something more than a series or aggregate of distinct 
impressions. 

We are further aware that this artistic unity is closely 
bound up with the worth and beauty of the book, and with 
its appeal to a modem mind. The antiquarian interest of 
the story is no greater than that of Polybius' narrative or 
Xenophon's. The utility which the detailed record of battle 
and campaign was intended to possess — how obsolete and 
meaningless this must be to a world whose armoury of 
slaughter is enriched with siege-gun and ironclad! The 
political philosophy of the city state may be neglected by 
the modem socialist. The observations upon human nature \ 
are less subtle than those of an ordinary novelist of to-day. ^ 
A certain nobility of thought, a considerable skill in the 
presentation of character and in narrative — what more than 
these would be left? If contemporaries were warned that 
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the history would be 'rather unattractive*, what attraction 
would it retain for us to-day 1 Tet it does attract and move 
us strangely ; and this appeal is a thing to be reckoned with 
and explained. 

The results of our inquiry, if they are true, will be of some 
literary interest, and they also have a bearing on the moral 
character of Thucydides. The current interpretation of that 
part of the history which deals with Cleon leaves a dark 
cloud hanging over its author, — a cloud which well-meaning 
defenders have tried, but never quite successfully, to dispel. 
It cannot, we think, be denied that Thucydides hated and 
despised Cleon. We have no right to complain of that ; for one 
man may hate and despise another with very good reason ; 
and we need not think much the worse of either. The moral 
question touches not the man, but the historian. Has he 
misrepresented the facts about Cleon becauee he had a 
' personal grudge ' against ' an able, but coarse, noisy, ill-bred, 
audacious man 1 ' ^ If he has done so, and for that motive, 
what are we to say of an historian who began his work with 
an austere profession of fidelity to truth, and then distorted 
his narrative, concealed facts, and insinuated detraction, with 
the deliberate purpose of discrediting a politician who had 
been instrumental in causing his own banishment 1 Yet this 
is what is implied in the current hypothesis, that Thucydides 
was actuated by a personal grudge. But why do we let him 
off with this mild phrase, instead of branding the man for 
a hypocrite, to be ranked among the lowest, as having sinned 
against the light? If we do let him off, it is because the 
history as a whole leaves an impression inconsistent with this 
account of the matter. It is not the work of a man capable 
of consciously indulging the pettiness of personal spite, but 
of one who could tell the story of his own military failure, 
which cost him twenty years of exile, without a syllable of 
extenuation. Throughout the book there is a nobility of 
tone, a kind of exalted aloofness^ which makes some of his 

* Bury, Eiit. <if Gr9w (1900), p. 46S. 
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grave judgements sound as if the voice of History herself had 
spoken. 

In the following pages we hope to show that Thucydides' 
incomplete presentation of feust in this part of the history 
is due, not to a personal motive, but to the influence of 
a principle of design which was never formulated, because 
he certainly did not contemplate it in prospect when he began 
his work, and probably to the last never found out how 
pervasive and profound had been its operation. 

We believe, moreover, it is possible to lay our finger on the 
place where this new principle first definitely modifies the nar- 
rative. It is at the beginning of Book IV, in the story of the 
occupation of Pylos. In the next chapter we shall proceed 
at once to this episode, and try to bring to the surface this 
underlying principle which in later chapters will be further 
illustrated and explained. 

There is always something ungracious, something, almost, 
of impiety, in the office of criticism. A work of art is not 
meant to be taken to pieces ; analysis is like a mischievous 
child dismounting a delicate machine. When it comes to 
poetry, our instinct revolts and cries out to us, for the sake of all 
that is beautiful, to leave it alone. But in the interpretation 
of an age far removed from ours, with a cast of thought and 
a tradition of artistic workmanship long faUen into disuse, we 
are faced with a cruel dilemma. If we analyse, some volatile 
and evanescent spirit is released and is not to be recaptured ; 
if we refrain, we may miss the very qualities which the artist 
himself valued most highly. The generation is gone which 
was bred to the same intellectual heritage and met the lightest 
hint with native comprehension. For us only the strong 
effort of imaginative sympathy can reconquer the lost ground. 
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CHAPTEE VI 

THE LUCK OF PYLOS 

The first episode in the History which presents features 
apparently inexplicable on the supposition that Thucydides is 
working on his avowed plan, and certainly not fully explained 
by any hypothesis yet advanced by modem criticism, is the 
story of the occupation of Pylos. We shall first give an 
outline of the narrative, in which we shall merely summarize 
or abbreviate, refraining, with all the Thucydidean caution 
we can muster, from throwing any colour over it. We shall 
include those parts of the story in which the unexplained 
factor is evidently at work, excluding details which present 
no difficulty. A few introductory words are necessary to 
describe the situation which immediately precedes our 
episode. 

The History has reached the opening of the seventh year of 
war (b.o. 425). In consequence of the check which the 
Peloponnesian arms had suffered in Acamania, following 
upon the failure of Demosthenes' daring plan of campaign 
in the same region, a lull had fallen. The first heat of 
conflict was over ; at Athens, as at Sparta, discouragement had 
strengthened the party of peace. Tear by year the suffering 
peasants must crowd into the plague-stricken city, when word 
came that the irresistible army of invasion was mustering 
at the Isthmus ; and year by year trudge sadly back to 
find the seared vestiges of ruin in trampled cornfield, in 
uptom vine and olive, and blackened homestead. In the 
early summer evenings, when the invader had crossed the 
pass above Achamae, knots of ragged and dejected figures 
would gather on the northward slopes of the Acropolis, and 
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you might have heard husky yoioes debating whose farm 
was that, which was marked by the ugly red glow, yonder, 
on the foot-hills of Fames. The AchamiaTis of Aristophanes 
was produced at the Lenaean Festival in February of this year. 
The poet's genial sense of the clean heaJthfdlness and beauty 
of life on the country farms in happier days had enforced the 
strong sanity of his appeal. He attempted to turn the current 
of blind exasperation against the invader into the channels 
that made for peace. It is no good, he told the poor fellows, 
to grind your teeth at the wicked Spartans ; the thing to do 
is to stop the war. Some of the real Achamians must have 
been convinced; for the good Nikias and his firiends were 
returned in some force at the elections in ApriL True, the 
war-party had insisted that the operations in Sicily must 
be seen through, and forty ships were sent to relieve the 
small squadron already in the western seas. But Sicily was 
far away; and it was understood that this expedition was 
to ' put an end to the war in that region ', and to give the 
fleet the benefits of exercise.^ From this point we will take 
up the text of the narrative and follow it closely with just 
the necessary abbreviation.^ We shall draw attention in the 
notes to certain expressions which the reader is asked to bear 
in mind. 

The fleet sailed for Sicily under the command of Eurymedon 
and Sophocles^ with orders to put in by the way at Corcyra, 
where the democratic and philathenian party who held the 
capital were reduced nearly to starvation by the depredations 
of the exiles ensconced on Mount Istone. With the fleet went 
Demosthenes, who ' though since his retreat from Acamania 
he held no official command,^ was at his own request instructed 
to make use of the fleets if he so wished^ about the coasts of 
the Feloponnese '. 

As the squadron rounded the southern promontory of 

^ ill. 116. 4. 

* iy. 2 £f. The passages within inyerted commas are translated without 
abbreyiation or addition. 

* He was general elect, bat would not enter on office for some months. 

a 2 
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Messenia, news came that a Feloponnesiazi fleet had stolen 
a march on them and was akeady at Corcyra. Eurymedon 
and Sophocles were anxious to push on. Demosthenes, 
however, ' urged them to put in first at Pylos and do what 
was necessary before proceeding on their voyage. The 
generals objected, but it so chanced that a storm came on 
which drove the fleet into Fylos.^ Demosthenes began at 
once to urge that the position should be fortified ; this, he 
said, was the object he had had in view when he accompanied 
the fleet. He pointed out that there was great abundance of 
timber and stones, and that the position was naturally strong, 
while the country for a considerable distance round was, like 
the place itself, uninhabited. Pylos is about forty-six miles 
from Sparta, and lies in the land which was formerly Messenia ; 
it is now called Eoryphasium by the Lacedaemonians. The 
generals replied that there were plenty of desert promontories 
round the Peloponnese, which Demosthenes might occupy if 
he wanted the public money to be wasted. But Demosthenes 
thought that this particular spot had special advantages. 
There was a harbour at hand,' and the Messenians, whose 
ancient home this had been and who spoke the same dialect 
as the Lacedaemonians, could do them much harm from such 
a base ; and further they would be a trusty garrison. 

' The generals would not listen to him ; no more would the 
soldiers, when he proceeded to impart his plan to the officers. 
Hence, the weather being unfit for sailing, he was compelled to 
remain idle ; until the soldiers themselves, having nothing to 

^ iy. 8. 1 drrcXfT^yreur 82 mird n/x^y x^f^ kwiy€¥6ft«vos mr^tyict retr vavt h 
T^ ni^Xov. The large and deep bay of Nayarino is partly closed by the 
luuTOw island of Sphacteria which Ues, with a length of 2| miles, along its 
mouth, leaving a narrow channel to the north, and a wider to the south. 
The north channel is dominated on its further side by the deserted peninsula 
of Pylos, the circumference of which is naturaUy defended by inaccessible 
cliffii except for a small distance at the north end (where a sandy isthmus 
joins it to the mainland), and for a somewhat longer extent on its south 
and south-west shores. 

> The anchorage was close to Pylos at the north-west corner of what is 
now the lagoon of Osmyn Aga. At this date the lagoon was narigable and 
formed an inner chamber north of Navarino Bay, and partly cut off from it 
by a sand-spit. 
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do, were seized with an impulse ^ to fortify the |)ositioiL So 
they set about the work ; and, being unprovided with iron 
tools for stone-cutting, they brought rocks which they picked 
out and put together as they happened to fit. Where mortar 
was required, for want of buckets, they carried the mud on 
their backs, bending double to form a resting-place for it, and 
locking their hands behind, to keep it from fialling off. By 
every means in their power they hurried on, so as to complete 
the parts most open to attack, before the Lacedaemonians 
should arrive, the position being in most places so strong 
already that no wall was needed. The Lacedaemonians were 
just then celebrating a festival^; and, besides, when they 
heard the news they made light of it, thinking that, when 
they did go out, they could easily take the place by assault, 
even supposing the Athenians would wait to meet them. 
They were also somewhat delayed by their army being still 
in Attica. In six days the Athenians finished the fortification 
on the land side and at other points where it was most 
required. They then left Demosthenes with five ships to 
defend it, while the greater part of the fleet hastened on their 
voyage to Corcyra and Sicily.' ' 

'The Peloponnesian army in Attica, on hearing of the 
occupation of Fylos, retreated homewards in haste; for the 
Lacedaemonians, and especially King Agis, saw that this 
occupation touched them closely ; and further, the invasion 
having been made early, while the crops were still green, 
they were running short of provisions for the soldiery, and 
bad weather had eome on with a severity unusual at that 
season, and distressed the expedition. Thus many things 
coincided to hasten their retreat and to make this invasion 
very short. They had stayed in Attica only a fortnight.' 

When the army reached home, the Spartiates raised the 
country-side and started to the rescue of Fylos. The rest of 

^ iy. 4. 1 Spftfj himfft wtpiarSaiy kimixiffcu rd x'^^* ^^ omit vifncrrdaiv, 
the meaning of whioh is doubtful. 

^ iv. 6. 1 ioprffv rtra Irvxor dyovrts, "Ervxoi^ denotes the coincidence of two 
erents with the implication that the coincidence was undesigned, or 
accidental. Often this implication is not fett at alL 

* iy. 5. 2 reuV 8i vktiotrt vaval rdv h t^f Kipicvpav wkovv tea} "XuttXiav ^tiyovro. 
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the Lacedaemonians were slower to moye, having but just 
returned from another expedition. They sent round a summons 
to their allies in all quarters, and recalled their fleet from 
Corcyra. It 'reached Fylos, unperceived by the Athenian 
fleet at Zakynthos'.^ On their approach Demosthenes sent 
two of his five ships to summon 'Eurymedon and the 
Athenians in the fleet at Zakynthos' to come to him, as 
Pylos was in danger. They came in all haste. The Lacedae- 
monians were preparing for a combined attack by sea and 
land, ' expecting to capture with ease buch hastily constructed 
works, defended by so small a garrison.' They intended to 
block the fairway of the two entrances to the harbour with 
lines of ships, so as to exclude the Athenian fleet,^ ' unless 
indeed they should have taken Pylos before' it arrived. 

^ The fleet of EurymedoD, last mentioned as leaving Pylos for Corcyra 
and Sicily. Zakynthos is the first port of oaU on the route northwards, 
about seventy miles from Fylos. 

* There has been much controversy on the question which were the two 
channels to be blocked. My own opinion is (i) that in this part of the 
narrative ' the harbour ' means the present lagoon of Osmyn Aga ; (a) that 
the sand-spit separating this lagoon from Navarino Bay reached nearly to 
Pylos, leaving only one narrow entrance just under Pylos; (3) that the two 
channels to be blocked were the two approaches to this entrance, viz. the 
Sphagia channel, between the north end of Sphacteria and the south shore 
of Pylos, and the channel between the north-east comer of Sphacteria and 
the end of the sand-spit. The object of blocking both these approaches, 
instead of the one entrance (between Pylos and the sand-spit), was obviously 
to keep open communications with the Spartans on the island. If the 
entrance only had been barred, they would have been isolated. I also 
believe that Thuoydides* informant in the first narrative (the siege of 
Pylos) was one of the defenders of Pylos, who would naturally mean by 
'the harbour' the lagoon, just under Pylos, which was his centre of 
interest; and that the informant in the second narrative (the capture of 
Sphacteria) was a different person, much better at describing localities, 
who had personally fought over the island on the day of its capture. His 
centre of interest was Sphacteria, and by * the harbour ' he indisputably 
meant Navarino Bay, where the Athenian fleet then was. Thucydidee 
never found out that there were reaUy two harbours, owing to the curious 
duplication of the sites : two harbours, each with two approaches, in the 
one case at the two ends, in the other on the two sides of one end, of the 
same island. The only new point in this view is the identification of the 
two channels ; the rest is taken from the valuable papers of Mr. Grundy 
(J. H. S. xvi) and Mr. Burrows (J. H, S, xviii). 
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They landed a strong party on the island of Sphacteria, to 
prevent the enemy from occupying it. Pylos, which had no 
landing-place towards the open sea, would thus be completely 
isolated. They thought ' they would probably carry the 
position by siege, without a sea-fight or any danger, as it 
was unprovisioned and had been occupied with little prepara- 
tion'. 

Demosthenes drew up his three remaining ships under 
shelter of a stockade at the south-east comer of his defences. 
The sailors he armed as best he could, mostly with shields of 
wicker-work. ' For there was no means of providing heavy 
armour in an uninhabited spot; and even these arms they 
only obtained frt)m a thirty-oared privateer and a light boat 
belonging to some Messenians who just then arrived on the 
scene.^ These Messenians proved to include about forty 
heavy-armed men, whom Demosthenes used with the rest.' 

Then follows a detailed account of Brasidas' unsuccessful 
attempt to force a landing on Pylos by running his ships 
ashore. The description concludes with the reflection: *It 
was a singular turn of fortune ^ that Athenians should be on 
land, and that land Laconian, repelling an attack from the 
sea by Lacedaemonians ; while Lacedaemonians on ship-board 
were trying to effect a landing on their own soil, now hostile 
to them, in the face of Athenians. For in those days it was 
the great glory of the Lacedaemonians to be an inland people 
superior to all in land fighting, and of the Athenians to be 
sailors and the first power by sea.' This observation is 
echoed again after the battle which followed between the two 
fleets in the harbour. The Peloponnesians had at the moment 
neglected the precaution of closing the entrances.' The 
Athenian fleet, reinforced by a few guard-ships from Nau- 
pactos and three Chians, sailed in and knocked them into bits, 
following up the pursuit to the point of attempting to tow 
off from the shore some ships which had not been launched. 

^ iv. 9. 1 MtffaipftM^ , . .iA trvxw irapay€v6fuyoi, 6ir\iTai ri rwy Mtffffrp^iw 

* iy. 12. 8 h rovro wtpiicrri 4 rifxt ^f* • • • 

* iy. 18. 4 oCt€ h 8icyo4^<rar, ^p^oi ro^ jftfirAovf, jfrvx^ vonjaayTct. 
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The Lacedaemonians ran down into the water to save them, 
and a fierce struggle ensued. Thus ' the usual methods of war- 
fare of the two combatants were interchanged. For in their 
excitement and dismay the Lacedaemonians were (one might 
almost say) fighting a sea-battle from land, while the Athenians 
as they were winning and were desirous to follow up their 
present good luck to the furthest point fought a land- 
battle from ships'.^ So ended the first round of hostilities 
at Pylos. 

In shortening the above narrative we have intentionally 
brought into prominence a series of suggestions which are any- 
thing but conspicuous in the long story as it stands in the text. 
We have cut away the mass in which they are embedded and 
left them clumsily sticking out, so that no one can miss them. 
Probably thousands of readers have passed them without 
attention, and yet carried away just the impression which 
they ought to convey. That impression is that the occupation 
of Pylos — the first step to the most deci»ve success achieved 
by Athens in this war — was the Tnoet caaVfOl thing in the 
world. 

The fleet, bound as it was for Sicily, with instructions to call 
on the way at Corcyra, where it was urgently needed, would 
never have put in at Pylos, if a storm had not ' by chance ' ' 
driven it to shelter. The generals in command could not 
imagine why the position should be occupied; and when 
Demosthenes tried to convince the troops, he failed. It was 
owing to the accidental continuance of bad weather that from 
sheer want of something to do 'an impuZse seizM* the 
soldiers to fortify the place. The undertaking was'- so un- 
expected that no tools had been provided; the walls were 
patched up somehow with rocks and mud. They had time to 
finish it because the Lacedaemonians at home were just then 
celebrating a festival. A singularly happy improvisation on 

^ iy. 14. 8 $ov\6fiMvoi ry vapoi&ajf r^xtf ^ M ir\uirrw Ivi^cX^ciV. 

' Observe that the note of accident is clearly sounded at the outset in 
Kard, T&xt^ (Qo^ ^^yx') ^^d below in bpii^ Mftwu Later the fiunter sug- 
gestion otirvx^ suffices to sustain it. 
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the part of Fortune ; but there is more to come. Just when 
reinforcements and a supply of arms are urgently needed by / 
the extemporized garrison^ a couple of piratical craft come \ 
bearing down the wind from the north. They turn out, S 
oddly enough, to be Messenians with forty hoplites aboard 
and — how very fortunate I — a supply of spare arms. When, 
finally, the Peloponnesians at the critical moment neglect 
a precaution vital to their plan, and leave the garrison of 
Sphacteria cut off on the island, we feel that Fortune has 
filled the cup of the Athenians almost overfull. To crown 
all, in her whimsical way, she reverses the rdles of the 
combatants, and sets the sailors fighting on land and the 
landsmen by water. 

We observe, too, that if Fortune favoured the Athenians, 
they were also helped by an extraordinary series of stupid 
mistakes on the Lacedaemonian side. When the news first 
reached Sparta, the Lacedaemonians at home could not see, 
what Agis saw clearly enough, that the capture of Pylos was 
a serious incident. They also thought they could easily 
capture the position; though they might have remembered 
that Sparta was notoriously incompetent in siege operations, 
and that the revolted helots, who were not backed by the 
first sea-power in the world, had, in a similar extemporized 
stronghold at Ithome, held them at defiance. When they saw 
the position, they were equally confident of taking it with 
ease. They expected to exclude the Athenian fleet by closing 
the entrances, and so to avoid a sea-battle altogether. They 
landed troops on the island, and then by neglecting to close 
the entrances left them cut off — ^and this, though they knew 
the Athenian fleet was close at hand and were expecting its 
arrival. ^When it did arrive, their own fleet was not even 
clear of the beach and arrayed for battle. This series of 
blunders is hardly less remarkable than the series of accidents 
on the Athenian side. 

We may admit, however, that it is not incredible that 
Spartans should be exceedingly stupid. The difficulty arises 
over that part of the narrative which is more concerned with 
the Athenians. Can we accept this as a simple and natural 
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account of what really happened? The moment we turn 
back on it in a critical mood, we find that it is full of 
obscurities, gaps, incoherencies, which cry out for explanation. 
When we look still closer, we remark two further points. One 
is that some of these obscurities can be removed by careful 
comparison of one part, of the narrative with another, so that 
we can piece together an hypothesis to fill the gaps, from 
evidence supplied by Thucydides, bv,t not used by hi/m for 
this obvious purpose. The other is that we have not here, as 
at other places in the History, a mere odd assortment of 
obscurities ; but all the omissions contribute to one effect. 
What is left out is whatever would explain the motives and 
designs of the principal actors ; what is put in and emphasized 
is every accident and every blunder, of the enemy, that 
favoured the occupation. There is hardly a sentence in the 
whole story which is not so turned and so disposed as to 
make us feel that design^iiQunted.fQ^nothing and luck for 
ev^ything. Let us look at some of the questions which these 
omissions and incoherencies leave unanswered. 

First, we may ask whether it is credible that Demosthenes 
should not have explained sooner to Eurymedon and Sophocles 
* the object he had in view when he accompanied the fleet'. 
The details of this plan are not disclosed till the latest 
possible moment in the narrative. When he first asked the 
generals to put in at Fylos, he is said to have requested 
them * to do what was necessary before proceeding on their 
voyage*. They refused. Then followed the storm and drove 
them into Fylos. Not till this note of accident has been 
sounded are we allowed to know 'what was necessary'. 
Then, as if the sight of Fylos for the first time suggested the 
plan, Demosthenes points out the natural strength of the 
position. The generals, as if they had never had such a plan 
before them, say that there are plenty of desert promontories, 
if Demosthenes wants to waste the public money on occupying 
them. Demosthenes urges that this one has special advantages, 
and produces his trump card — the Messenians. In the next 
sentence we are told that he failed to convince any one what- 
ever. By this arrangement of the story, Demosthenes' design 
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is before our minds for the least possible time. It is not 
disclosed until in the first place it is firmly fixed in our 
thoughts that the fieet is hastening to Corcyra, and in the 
second place Fortune has intervened decisively to hinder its 
ioumey; and when it is disclosed, it is immediately (as it 
were) effaced again by the statement that the disclosure had 
no effect on any one. We are left with the impression that 
Demosthenes had not explained the whole thing to the gene- 
rals before the storm occurred, and pressed on them all the 
advantages he mentions later. No wonder they objected to 
doing ' what was necessary '. 

In the second place, if the generals were so blind to the 
possibilities of the place that they regarded the occupation 
as a waste of public money, we may naturally ask what 
occurred to make them change their minds and allow 
Demosthenes, after all, to remain ? A Feloponnesian fleet of 
sixty sail, as against their own forty, was already in their path. 
Why did they detach five ships and leave them with Demo- 
sthenes, while they ' hastened on their voyage to Corcyra and 
Sicily ' ? Did Demosthenes appeal to the irregular commis- 
sion which licensed him to ' use the fleet, if he wished, about 
the coasts of the Feloponnese ' ? But, if he did so, he was 
overruled ; for we are definitely told that no one would listen 
to him. No; the occupation of Pylos was the purest of 
accidents. The building of the defences was a schoolboy frolic, 
begun (in schoolboy language) for a lark, to break the tedium 
of kicking heels and whistling for a wind. It kept them 
amused for six days, till the gale dropped. For all we are told, 
besides this piece of mudlarking, nothing whatever occurred in 
the interval to change the opinion of the responsible officers. 
Yet, without a syllable of explanation, we learn that they 
detached five ships — one-eighth of their strength — to garrison 
the deserted promontory, and themselves 'hastened on their 
voyage to Corcyra and Sicily '. Did they expect that Demo- 
sthenes with no provisions ^ and a small^ insufficiently armed 
force would hold Fylos till they came back, or did they 
mean to leave their fellow citizens, for whose lives they were 

^ iy. 8. 8 airw t€ o^ir Mrros, 
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responfiible, to a certain fate 1 What would they say to the 
Athenian people when they returned firom Sicily ? 

When we read on, however, we learn from a side-allusion 
to ' the Athenian fleet at Zakynthos ' that, so far from ' hasten- 
ing to Corcyra and Sicily ', they were, after at least ten days' 
or a fortnight's interval,^ still only seventy miles away, at the 
nearest port of call. This change of plan is not even directly 
recorded, much less explained. Yet it means that the generals 
pitched their sailing orders to the winds, left Corcyra to the 
imminent peril of starvation or capture by assault, and en- 
dangered the advanced squadron in Sicilian waters which they 
were sent to reinforce. Examples were not wanting to warn 
them that in such circumstances, a failure or even a reverse, 
meant certain prosecution and death, if ever they set foot 
again in Athens. Yet they took the risk — all because of the 
mudlarks ! 

Our purpose, however, is not to attack the veracity of 
Thucydides, but to understand his method. Without enlarging 
upon the obscuritieB of this episode, we have said enough to 
prove that some explanation is needed. It is now clear that 
the story of Fylos, from first to last, is so treated as to 
convey the suggestion that it was all a stroke of luck. It is 
also clear that, unless Eurymedon and Sophocles were out of 
their minds, some elements in the situation of a less fortuitous 
nature have been omitted or left almost out of sight. 

Almost, but not entirely. The reader may have felt that, 

although the narrative indicates no connexion between the 

I two references to the Messenians, some connexion there must 

have been. One of the exceptional advantages of Pylos to 

Demosthenes' mind was that it was the ancient home of the 

Messenians, whose knowledge of the local dialect would give 

them peculiar facilities for distressing the Spartans. The point 

I is just mentioned and dropped. Six chapters later, a Messenian 

/ privateer with arms and reinforcements arrives in the nick of 

The time needed for news to reach Sparta and be forwarded to Agis in 

^^kT* ' ^^' *^® withdrawal of the army of invasion, and ttfter Ihal^ for word 

o be sent to the Peloponnesian fleet at Corcyra, and for these to come south. 
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time. These Messenianfi were (though Thucydides does not 
mention it) the exiles whom the Athenians had established at J 
Naupactos, their naval base near the mouth of the Corinthian ' 
gulf. We remember now that in the previous year Demo- 
sthenes had been co-operating with these very Messenians in 
the Aetolian and Acamanian campaigns. Moreover, in one of 
the battles he had employed them to play off a trick on his 
Doric antagonists.^ The accent of his Messenian friends was 
now again to come in useful. And when the sentinel on 
Pylos reported that a couple of sail were standing in from 
the direction of Naupactos, w6 fancy Demosthenes was not 
surprised when they turned out to have forty hopUtes aboard 
and a stock of spare shields in the casemates. Can we avoid 
the inference that the selection of Pylos was not so casual 
after all, that Demosthenes had learnt all about the possi- 
bilities of the position from his Messenian allies the year 
before 1 Further, must we not conjecture that Eurymedon, 
not daring to leave more than five ships behind, since the 
Peloponnesian fleet would almost certainly be recalled south 
and meet him, sent an urgent message to Naupactos, describing 
the position of Demosthenes and telling the Messenians to 
send a {asi ship with such reinforcements and spare arms as 
they could produce without a moment's delay. The con- 
jecture is confirmed by the later statement ^ that some guard- 
ships from Naupactos joined the fleet while still at Zakynthos. 
Eurymedon may have meant to wait there within call till 
Demosthenes' force should have been replaced by a sufficient 
garrison of Messenians, and then to reunite his fleet and 
proceed to Corcyra and Sicily. But why are we left to fill 
all these blanks by conjecture ? 

^ iii 112 : < At the first dawn of day he feU on the Ambraluots, who were 
still lying where they had slept, and who so far from knowing anything of 
what had happened, thought his men were their own comrades. For 
Demosthenes had taken care to place the Messenians in the front rank and 
desired them to apeak to the enemy in their oton Doric dicUectf so putting the out- 
posts off their guard, since it was still dark and their appearance could not 
be distinguished.' This connexion has, of course, been remarked by other 
writers. 

» iv. 18. 1. 
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MoreoTer it is implied thai Demosthenes knew that the 
Athenian fleet was still dose at hand when he needed to 
be rescued; and this seems to prove that when Eurymedon 
and Sophocles left him, they arranged with him that they 
should stop at the nearest possible port. If that is so, to 
describe Eorymedon's fleet on leaving Pylos as 'hastening 
to Corcyra and Sicily' is, at least, misleading. But here, 
at any rate, there can be no intention to mislead, since the 
oontradiction with what follows is patent We can only 
conclude that Thucydides' mind is for some reason so bent 
on r^arding the occupation of Pylos as a mere casual 
episode in a * voyage to Corcyra and Sicily ', that this 
phrase slips out at a place where the context certainly 
contradicts it by implication. Such a lapse, in so careful 
a writer, is by itself sufficieni evidence of a preoccupied 
mind. 

We have here, in fine, a narrative which is unlike any 
earlier pait of Thucydides' story. Hitherto he has told a 
plain tale, lucid, intelligible, natural. Now we find an 
episode in which facts of cardinal importance for the under- 
standing of the events are left unmentioned, and indispensable 
links are wanting. If the missing facts and connexions were 
within the author's knowledge, why are they omitted? If 
they were not, we might at least expect that he would avow 
his ignorance and draw some attention to the blanks, instead 
of passing over them as if he were unconscious of their 
existence. 

The question then is this : Why has Thucydides represented 
the occupation of Pylos as the merest stroke of good luck, 
undertaken with the least possible amount of deliberate 
calculation, and furthered at every turn of events by some 
unforeseen accident 1 

The simplest of all answers would be that as a matter of 
fact so it was. Accidents do happen ; and there certainly was 
a considerable element of luck. No one can foresee the 
occurrence of a storm. The festival at Sparta was a coinci- 
dence— Uiough we note by tiie way that it was not a festival 
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sufficiently important to prevent the army of invasion from 
being absent in Attica. The Messenian privateer might 
conceivably have come by accident — though the supply of 
spare arms on so small a vessel is certainly odd. And so 
on. But all this does not explain the blanks and incoheren- 
cies we have noticed ; and it is fair to add that every additional 
accident increases the strain on our belief. As soon as we 
reject this first answer, we have admitted that Thucydides — 
for whatever reason—is not telling the story just as it hap- 
pened and just as we should tell it. There is some unexplained \ 
factor at work, something of which we have not yet taken 
account. 

The solutions that have been offered, when the problem 
before us has been faced at all, fall under two heads. We 
are told either that Thucydides is 'moralizing' on the un- 
certainty of war, or that he is actuated by some personal 
feeling of ' malignity ' and indulging it in detraction. The 
first of these hypotheses is, in our opinion, a grave charge 
against him as a man of sense ; the second is a still graver 
charge against his moral character. 

It is true that the uncertainty of war is one of the most 
frequent topics in the speeches ; and small wonder that it is 
so. Thucydides' generation lived through a life-and-death 
struggle waged almost continuously for twenty- seven years. 
A nation at war is always, more or less, in a fever ; ^ when 
the nation is intelligent and excitable by temperament, and 
the war is close at home, the fever will run high. For these 
twenty-seven years no Athenian mind was ever quite at rest. 
Not a record or document of this period but we find in it 
the mark of this unhealthiness, of nerves on the strain with 
watching, of the pulse which beats just too fast. Every 
capricious turn of good or ill luck in the struggle sent a thrill 
through their hearta But, can we think that Thucydides 
would deliberately distort the facts of the occupation of Pylos, 
solely in order to illustrate the truth that accidents will 
happen? The question hardly needs an answer. No man 
of common intelligence could say to himself, 'In order to 

^ Gf. ii. 8 { r€ dX\fj 'EAXds Sxaaa fitriwpot ^v ^vpiowrSjy rwv wpinww woKivif, 
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! show bow uncertain are the chances of war, I will describe 

a series of events Tiot just as they happened^ but with the 

<i cauaal liTjca^ which wovld show thai the evevda were not 

\ fortuUoudj dieguised and almost suppressed,' There were 

plenty of real instances of good and ill luck. What need 

of this perverse invention of a spurious one? 

Plainly, then, this is not a case of ' moralizing * ; there is 
I some other reason; and so we fall back on the hypothesis 
] of ' malignity '. The malignity could only be directed either 
against Cleon, whose exploit at Sphacteria followed on the 
occupation of Fylos, or against Athens. There is, on this 
supposition, some personal grudge, against the hated political 
opponent, or against the city which banished Thucydides. 

With regard to Cleon, this hypothesis will not fit the facts. 
The occupation of Pylos was the exploit not of Cleon, but of 
/ Demosthenes. For Demosthenes, the only soldier of genius 
^ whom the Athenians could match with Brasidas, Thucydides 
consistently shows a marked admiration. The capture of 
Fylos was his master-stroke, and there was no motive for 
belittling the achievement. Cleon does not appear till 
later^ when he goes to the scene of action and co-operates 
in the capture of Sphacteria. Malignity against him might 
be fully satisfied either by representing that subsequent 
operation as favoured by fortune or by attributing all the 
skill involved in its success to his colleague, Demosthenes. 
Thucydides actually does both these things — whether from 
malignity or because he thought it was true, is no matter 
for our present problem. But a personal grudge against 
Cleon could not be satisfied, or be in question at all, in the 

\f earlier narrative of the seizure of Pylos. 

( Was it, then, a grudge against Athens that moved him? 

Did he hate the city which condemned him to banishment 
< for his failure at Amphipolis, and desire to represent — or 
I leather to misrepresent — her most successful feat in the war as 
a mere stroke of luck ? This, we believe, is an hypothesis 
which is now, reluctantly and with many attempts at pallia- 
tion, allowed to pass current. It cannot be so easily and 
certainly dismissed as the other suggestions. It is a possible 
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motive — ^possible, at least, to some men — and it would account 
for those facts we have hitherto considered. We cannot at 
this point finally disprove it; the facts which it will not 
account for have yet to be discussed. But we do not believe 
that any one who knows Thucydides is really satisfied with 
imputing to him a motive which, candidly described, is 
dishonourable, ignoble, mean. The imputation does not fit 
in with our general impression from the rest of the History. 
If there is any one who is satisfied with it, we will ask him 
to read once more the story of the retreat from Syracuse. 
Were those pages written by a man who hated Athens and 
triumphed in her fall? 

We cannot think of any other motive which could have 
induced Thucydides deliberately to represent as fortuitous 
a series of events which we, after some reflection, can see to 
have been in great measure designed. We next observe that 
the supposition of 'malignity' is itself based on the tacit 
assumption that Thucydides is writing from the same stand- 
point, and handling his story on the same methods^ as 
a modem historian. If a modem had written the narrative 
of Pylos, we could say with the highest degree of moral 
certainty, that the distortion was deliberate and the motive 
must be at least dishonesty if not ignobly personal. Hence 
we assume, unconsciously, that Thucydides' i^otive must 
have been of this sort. In our eagerness to hail him as 
*a modem of the modems', we thought we were paying him 
a compliment ; but now the epithet turns out to carry with 
it a ^lost damaging accusation. If we decline to regard 
Thucydides as a modem, and recur to our thesis that, being 
an ancient, he must have looked at the course of human 
history with very different eyes from ours, it seems that an 
alternative explanation may yet remain^r 

■r 

The suggestion which we would put forward is that 1 l^ '": 

Thucydides thought he really saw an agency, called ' Fortune ', 
at work in these events. When we say ' chance favoured the 
designs of Demosthenes '} of course we mean, not that any of 

^ Bury, HisL qfOneot (1900), p. 429. 
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the accidents had no natural cause, but only that they were 
such as could not have been foreseen. But have we any 
ground for saying that this, and nothing more, was what 
Thucydides would have meant ? ^ 

We will, for the moment, leave the notion of Fortune 
without precise definition. It is enough to take a belief in 
Fortune as meaning a belief in any non-natural agency, which 
breaks in, as it were, from outside and diverts the current of 
events, without itself being a part of the series or an effect 
determined by an antecedent member of it. Now, we have 
already pointed out that human actions are not to be fitted 
into such a series. Their only causes — if we are to speak of 
causes at all — are motives, each of which is itself uncaused 
by anything pre^eaEg-it in time; aU_human motives are 
absolute 'beginnings of motion '. A view of the universe in 
which this irruption of free human agency is tacitly assumed 
is at any rate illogical if it denies the poedbUity of similar 
irruptions into the course of Nature by non-human agencies. 

But we can go further than this. We observed that 
Thucydides had no word at all for 'cause' in our sense. 
From the fact, among others, that instead of discussing the 
causes of the wai*, he thought he had completely accounted for 
its origin when he had described the grievances {atrlai) of the 
combatants, it appeared that it was not only the word that 
was missing, but the concept. Having no clear conception -of 
cause and effect, he cannot have had any clear conception of 
a universal and exclusive reign of causal law in Nature. Jn 
criticizing Professor Qomperz we denied that Thucydides 
conceived the course of human affairs as ' a process of Nature 
informed by inexorable causality ', or as having anything in 
common with such a process. We may now further deny that 
he could have thought of the processes of Nature themselves 
as informed by causality, in our modem sense — the sense, 
namely, that every event has a place in one tetal series of« all 

^ That Thucydides would haye meant just what we mean is commonly 
oMumed, as for instance by Mr. Forbes, Introduction to Book I (p. zxxii) : 
• Chance (that is, the operation of unknown causes) is strong, the fature is 
hard to foresee, hope is dangerous ; we must look facts in the face, whether 
we like them or not, and << think it out "•' 
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events, and is completely determined by previous events, and 
BO on backwards into infinity; and that this is true of the 
future as well as of the past. By an alrtaj in nature as in 
man, Thuoydides does not mean a member of such a series, 
but a free agency, a ' beginning of motion ', an incursion of 
fresh original power. If this is so, there was nothing whatever 
in his view of the universe to exclude the poaeibUity of extra- 
ordinary intervention on the part of some undefined non-human 
powers. We shall presently see that his language elsewhere 
implies that such a possibility was admitted by him. 

That Thucydides had, on the contrary, a quite definite 
notion of causal law is commonly taken for granted, or 
actually asserted. M. Croiset,^ for instance, after contrasting 
Thucydides with Itis predecessors, continues : ' De 1^ sa 
conception de Thistoire. Si les faits sont li& par des lois 
permanentes et n^cessaires, la connaissance des causes et des 
effets dans le pass^ pent faire pr^voir le retour des mSmes 
effets, produits par les m^mes causes, selon la r^le des choses 
humaines {Kara rd ivOpdviiovy This passage suggests that 
Thucydides based his conception of history on a belief in 
permanent and necessary laws, connecting events in such 
a way thai frmn, a suffiment knowledge of the present state of 
the world the future could be predicted with certainty. If 
this is true, it of course excludes the operation of Fortune.^ 
Let us, however, examine the passages to which M. Croiset 
refers in his note, as the foundation of the above statement. 

The first is as follows: 'For recitation to an audience^ 
perhaps the absence of the '' mythical '* will make these fiEicts 
rather imattractive ; but it will be enough if they are judged 
useful by those who shall wish to know the plain truth of 
what has happened and of the events which, according to the 
course of human things, are likely to happen again, of the 

i CroiMt, Hist. delaUL greeque, iy. 118. 

> We may note, by the way, that if Thucydides thought this, he had 
discoyered a truth of which Aristotle was ignorant. The whole Aristotelian 
doctrine of Possibility rests on the logical thesis that propositions which 
refer to future eyents (e. g. < there wiU be a battle to-morrow ') are neither 
true nor false^ because, unless the future were undetermined, 'nothing 
would happen by chance ' (dvd r^xift) and all deliberation would be futile. 

Ha 



t 



a.^ 



100 THUCYDIDES MYTHICUS 

same, or w,uch the same, aart as these! ^ What Thucydidea 

here has in his mind, we know from the other passage to 

which M. Croiset refers.^ Thucydides is there explaining 

why he gives an account of the outbreak of plague at Athens. 

' Others may say^ each according to his judgement, whether 

he be physician or layman, from what it probably arose, 

and assert that whatever he considers were the agencies of 

^"^V so great a change, were sfujfficient to acquire power to {pro- 

{ dwce) the transformation,^ But I shall say what it was 

/ like when it happened ; and I shall set forth the things frorra 

I which, if it should ever come on again, one who considers 

them might best be able, hnowing them beforehand, to 

recognize it without fail, I fell ill myself, and I saw with 

my own eyes others suffering/ 

Thucydides will record the symptoms of the plague, from 
personal observation, so that posterity may recognize the 
disorder if it should break out again. This is all he thinks 
useful. He hints that the guesses of physicians are not 
worth much more than those of laymen, about the * agencies 
responsible * which they consider were * sufficient to acquire 
power to (produce) such a transformation'. Had the man 
who wrote that phrase anything in his mind remotely re- 
sembling the modem notion of cause and causal law 1 The 
phrase is the very contradiction of it. The notion it conveys 
f I is that of an ux^mown, probably an unknowable, something, 
». I responsible for the plague, and from time to time acquiring 
enough power to produce an outbreak. Thucydides rejects 
all attempts to scrutinize the nature of this something, and 
does not even directly commit himself to a belief in its 
existence. He will confine himself to describing what he 
actually saw and suffered. He hints that other people, 

^ i. 22. 4 . . , mt tS» /A€XX6yrwif irori aZOis tear^ rd dy9pdnmw roiOfCron^ ml 
vapmrXtfifiMv ia€a$ai, 

> ii. 4S. & 

' ktyiiw . . . rdt alrtas Sffrtvat 90fd(€i Toaa^rfjt furafioK^ Iftordr ttvai Mra/iir 
h t6 /icraoT^ffoi ^x*'^* ^^® editors suapect interpolation in this portentous 
phrase ; but there is no reason to doubt the text. alrSa cannot be rendered 
'oause' without misleading. It is something held 'responsible', and 
credited with power. 
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doctora and laymen alike^ would do well to follow his ex- 
ample. The doctors would see in the plague the operation 
of something * divine * ^ ; laymen would more definitely 
ascribe it to the onslaught of malignant spirits or offended 
gods. Some undoub^dly connected it with the curse which 
attached to the AJfeiaeomd Peride8.« Others again would ^c/ 
murmur that they had always said harm would come of / 
allowing the homeless peasants to camp out in the Pelargikon, 
against the warning of an ancient oracle. 

In the former passage, likewise, Thucydides is not thinking 
of ' necessary and permanent laws ' in the sequence of events. 
He is merely reflecting that other wars will happen in the 
future. Other * events of the same, or much the same^ sort ' 
will occur, ' according to the course of human things \^ This 
last phrase is ambiguous. It might mean * so far as man* 
can foresee ', * in aU human probability ' — a phrase which is 
least likely to be on our lips when we have in our thoughts 
a clear conception of non-human ' inexorable causality \ 

We are too apt to take the few sound observations of 
nature, made by the Greeks at that date, as a proof that 
they conceived nature as universally ruled by law. Thucy- 
dides notes, for instance, that 'it seems (or, is thought) to 
be possible for an eclipse of the sun to happen only at the 
time of a new moon'^; and again, that when the moon is 

^ Mr. Forbes (Thue. I, Introd. p. xxvii) rightly obaenres that ' a remark- 
able passage in Thucydides' contemporary, the physician Hippocrates, 
shows that we must not argue too hastily from a rejection of superstitious 
explanations of particular phenomena. Speaking of a malady prevalent 
among some of the Scythians, he says : ol //iv o^ kwtx^pioi rifi^ aiThj¥ 
wpooTtOiaai Otf, icai aifiovrai roirovs roin dy$p£rvovt feal wftoff/ajviovtri, 8c8oi«dTft 
wfpl y€ UovT&p txaaroi, iful 8i xai air^ 9oM*i vdtrra rd viBta Otta fTvoi Koi 
rikKa vdrro, Kot oMv trtpov Mpov Oti&r^pw oHl dyOpwnv^tpw, dAAd w6rra 
ifutta Kai vdyra Otta' t/eOiOrm^ 52 ^x*' <p^ca^ tSjv roio^vy koI oMp &p€v <pv<nos 
yiyyrrat, . . . ' 

' See IL 58, 69, where, just after describing the seyerity of the plague, 
Thucydides says that the Athenians, hard pressed at once by (z) the war, 
and (a) the plague, (z) blamed Pericles for the war and (a) thought their 
misfortunes had come on them * on his account' (di* Uupop), Gt ii. 64. !• 

* < Nach dem Laufe mensehlicher Dinge ' — Classen, ad toe, 

* ii. 28 povfup^i^ /card atkfynpff &ffwtp ni fn&pop dosiT c&ai yiyp€a$(U 9vpar6Pf 
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eclipsed, it is fall.^ He inferred, moreover, that eclipsed 
could not^ as superstitious men like Nikias supposed^ give 
prognostications of coming events. But between an isolated 
observation and inference of this sort and a general conception 
of law in nature there was a gulf which many centuries of 
labour had yet to fill. In the case of earthquakes, Thucydides 
had no sufficient series of observations on which to base an 
inference. Consequently, with admirable good sense, he 
records, without expressing or implying any belief or dis- 
belief of his own, the one fact of which he was certain, 
namely, that ' they were said and thought to be signs of 
coming events '.* 

Again, when he is insisting in his introduction that the 
Peloponnesian War was the greatest in recorded history, 
he thinks it worth while to point out that it was not 
inferior to previous wars in the number of earthquakes, 
eclipses,^ droughts, famines, plagues, and other such con- 
vulsions of nature which accompanied it. Similar phenomena 
had been reported of previous wars, but this hearsay was 
too scantily confirmed by ascertained facts. ' It now became 
not incredible' he says, *for ail these things came upon 
the Greeke a^ the same time with this war** An unpre- 
judiced reader of this passage must draw several conclusions. 
In the first place Thucydides feels no distinction between 
famines and plagues on the one hand, and ecUpses, earth- 
quakes, and droughts on the other. To us it seems easy 
to connect the former class with a state of war, and absolutely 
impossible to connect the latter. Second, he saw no reason 

» vii. 60. 

« ii. 8. 8. 

' His putting in < eclipses' shows that he did not understand why the 
snn is not eclipsed at every new moon, or the moon every time it is fulL He 
thought eclipses were more /requent at times of war and did not know why. 
Cf. Plat. Nic xxiii 6 ydp wpSjrot ca^iffrarSv re w6arreaif ical BappaKeirrarfaf wepi 
trek^vTit tcaravyaaiiSiv teaJi crxlat \6yoy els ypeup^ ttaraOifievos 'AFa£ay6pas odr oAri^ 
j(r woAoidt oirrc 6 XSyos tpHo^ot d\k* dw6pfniTOs in Kai &' dKiym mt /icr' e&kufieias 
Tiv^ 4 v(<rrcQW fiaZl^eai^, 

* i. 28. 8 tA re rp^epov 6x0^ /Up XeyS/uva, tpy^ Vk cmanirrepw $e$at€v/iepa 
oitK dmara tcarianff aeia/wy re wipi .... raCra yitp rdrra /ccrd rovUe rod woki/aw 
&/M £vrtW9«To. 
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in the nature of things why events of either dass should not 
be more frequent at times of war in Greece, and he thought 
the evidence pointed to the fact that they were. Third, 
if he was thinking at all of any sort of catcsoZ connexion ^ 
between wars and (for instance) droughts, he must have 
attributed droughts to causes of a sort which find no place 
in modem science. Fourth, he shows his usual good sense 
in merely recording that these occurrences apparently came 
oJt the same time (A/xa), without committing himself to any 
specific connexion between them. In fine, he shows a com- 
pletely scientific spirit, and also an equally complete destitu- 
tion of a scientific view of nature. In the former respect 
he is superior to the man who sacrifices to a volcano or prays 
for rain. In the latter he is not so far advanced as a modem 
peasant who is just educated enough to feel that there can 
be no connexion between his seeing four magpies and some one 
else having a child. Thucydides will not worship the in- 1 
scrutable agencies responsible for convulsions of Nature; 
but he cannot rule out the hypothesis that such agencies 
exist and may * acquire power' to produce the convulsions 
coincidently with a war in Greece. He refrains from dog- 
matizing on either side; regarding, we may suppose, the^ 
current belief that malevolent spirits were responsible for 
such outbreaks,^ as an incautious and unverified explanation. 
M. Croiset has, in our opinion, slipped into a fallacy which 
is so common in the written history of thought that it seems 
to deserve a name of its own. We will call it the Modernist 
Fallacy. It takes several kindred shapes. In the present 
case, its formula is as follows : ' If a man in the remote past 
believed a certain proposition, he also believed all that we 

^ Porph. de AbsU ii. 40 tr y^p 8^ ictd ravro r^ fuyianjs fiKj&ffrjs Trjs 
dwb rw itaito€pyw faift^oir $€Tiw, Sri airrcH cXrun yiyv6fMVM rStv w«pi Ti)r 
y^ wa$rff»6rwr, ofor Aocfiarr, d^poptwr, aua/uay, aixjiw itaX rSrv tiuAvw • . • 
The belief, seriouBly entertained by this intelUgent writer, has, of coarse, 
flourished to our own time in ciTilized ooontries. We remember an article in 
the SpeeUUoTf in which the writer argued that an earthquake in the West 
Indies was designed by (}od to stimulate selsmologioal research. Neither 
the editor nor the readers seem to have been oonsoious of any difficulty or 
impiety in this opinion. 
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have since discovered to be implied in ihat proposition/ 
Thncydides believed — who ever did not? — ^that events of 
' the Bame^ or much the same, sort ' recur. Therefore, he must 
have had a full and conscious belief in permanent and neces- 
sary laws of cause and effect, conceived as we conceive 
them. 

Thucydides' notion of Fortune may be more closely defined 
by comparison and contrast with the opinions of the hardest 
and clearest thinker among his contemporaries. Socrates, \y 
according to his friend Xenophon,^ believed that omens were 
signs from the gods or 'the spiritual' (rd ha\,\k6viov)^ and 
recommended the use of divination to determine actions of 
which the future results could not be foreseen. Those who 
refused to employ divination in such matters were, he said, 
as much ' possessed by an evil spirit ' (dai/uioi/aj;) as those who 
did employ it in cases where ordinary human judgement 
(yvdyLTj) would have sufficed. He 'demonstrated' that men 
who supposed that the movements of the heavenly bodies 
happened ' by some sort of constraints ' {Tialv iviyKais) were 
fools. He asked (as Thucydides might have asked) whether 
' they thought they had by this time a sufficient knowledge 
of human things, that they should turn to think about such 
matters, neglecting what is human and theorizing about the 
divine '. Could they not see that it was impossible for men 
to discover such things 1 Those who most prided themselves 
on their theories disagreed with one another like so many 
madmen quarrelling over their various delusions. Did they 
expect, when they knew about divine things and by what 
sort of constraints ' they happen, to be able to make winds 
and rains when they pleased ? Or were they content merely 
to know how these things happened 1 / 

The language here attributed to Socrates is religious; he 
speaks of 'the divine' and 'the spiritual' (demonic). His 
view is that human events are determined partly by * fore- 
sight ' {yvdfjLri) and partly by the agency of gods or spirits. 

^ Xen. Mem, i. 1. 

^ 'AydrfKois as the context shows, means ' constraints ' , such as a magician 
claims to exercise in rain-making. 
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Foresight must be used to the utmost ; but when it fails, we 
ought to resort to divination, the only means of discovering 
the intentions of the other set of agencies. Thucydides, when 
he is expressing his own opinions, does not speak of ^Hie 
diviiie', but merely of Fortune (Tvxi?). But both men are 
alike in contrasting the field of ordinary human foresight 
(yvdfxri) with the unknown field, which lies beyond it, of 
inscrutable, non-human powers, whether we call these gods and 
spirits or simply Fortune. This antithesis is more frequently 
in Thucydides' thoughts than any other except the famous ( i^o^ ^ 
contrast of 'word* and 'deed'. The two factors — yv<im%. 
human foresight, purpose, motive, and Tv^^ijiJ^nforeseen non- 
human agencies— divide the field between them. They are 
the two factors — and the only two — which determine the 
course of a series of events such aa a war ; neither Socrates 
nor Thucydides thinks of natural law. One speaker after 
another in the History dwells on the contrast between a 
man's own yvtayj) over which he has complete control, and 
Fortune over which he has no control at all.^ Men may 
be ruined by fortune (rai9 Tvyais)^ but if they are steadfast 
in purpose (yvcS/xat?), they have shown themselves true 
men.^ Pericles^ says that human designs and the issues of 
events alike take a course which is hard to discern; 'and 
hence we commonly regard Fortune as responsible for what- 
ever falls out contrary to calculation.' Of the plague, Pericles 
says^ that it was the only thing that had so far happened 
in the course of the war ' beyond any man's expectation'. He 
knows he is hated the more because of it ; ' but this is not 
fair unless he is to be given credit for unforeseen success as 
well. ' Divine things {ra boLiiSvia) must be borne as a matter 



^ iy. 64. 1 e.g. (HermocrateB) ftvfii t*«^p^^ ^XwucSjv ^y^iaBau r^r rf oUttiat 
T^^p^r 6fioiaft airroMpdrup c7rctt icai {f obit dpxe» T^jnp : tL 78. 2 oO yiLp ot6y rt 
dfta r^ r' ivi0vf/^as ical T$f Tvxi;r t^ aWdy dfioian rafuay ytyi^Ocu, 

' i. 87. 2 (Peloponnesian generals). 

' L 140. 1 IrS^x*''^ 7^ ^^ ^vfi^opdis rwv wpayft&ront o^x f<f^<^ dfta$vs x^pSjfftu 

•l^jOoftw alrtaoBm. 

* ii. 64. 

* Owing to the Alomaeonid eone, see p. 101. 
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of necessity.' He does not argue that the plague cannot b^ 
his fault ; he speaks of it as a ' divine thing ' which he could 
not be expected to foresee. He rruiy, of course, be talking 
down to his audience; in using the phrase ra baiyiovia he 
probably is doing so. But what proof is there that he did 
not think of the outbreak as a stroke of some unknown 
power, which it would be rash to call by any more definite 
name than ' Fortune ' 1 

There is no need to multiply instances. An examination 
of all the important passages where this contrast occurs ^ has 
convinced us that Thucydides does not mean by 'Fortune' 
simply ' the operation of unknown (natural) causes ', the 
working of ordinary causal law in the universe. He is 
thinking of extraordinary, sudden interventions of non-human 
agencies, occurring especially at critical moments in warfare, 
or manifest from time to time in convulsions of Nature. It is 
these irruptions, and not the normal sway of ' necessary and 
\ permanent laws ', which defeat the purposes of human yvdixti, 
\ and together with yrcSfii; are the sole determinant factors in 
a series of human events. The normal, ordinary course of/,' 
Nature attracts no attention and is not felt to need explana-l i 
tion or to be relevant in any way to human action. When 1 
he speaks of the future as uncertain, he means not merely 
that it is unknown, but that it is undetermined, and that 
human design cannot be sure of completely controlling human 
events, because other unknown and incalculable agencies may 
at any moment intervene. 

What were the possible alternatives in an age which lacked 
the true conception of universal causality 1 There were two, 
^ and only two : Fate and Providence. But both of these were 
mythical, and associated with superstition. Fate, the older, 
vaguer, and less personal of the two, was conceived under the 
aspect of veiled and awful figures : the three Moirai, Ananke, 
Adrasteia. It was thus that man had his first dim apprehen- 
sion of that element in the world outside which opposes the 
will of men and even of gods, thwarts their purpose, and 

^ The references wUl be found in Claaaen's Introduction to Book I, p. xUy. 
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beats down their passion. Later ages have at last resolved 
this inexorable phantom into nothing more — if nothing less-^ 
mysterious than the causal sequences of Law. But this solution 
lay far in the future ; Thucydides' contemporaries could con- 
ceive it only as a non-human will — a purely mythical entity. 

The other alternative was Providence ; but any conception 
of Providence less anthropomorphic than the will of Zeus 
or the agency of spirits was not possible as yei The notion 
of a supreme Mind intervening once, and only once, to bring 
order into chaos had been reached by Anaxagoras ; but this 
suggestion, so disastrous to the progress of thought, was not 
developed till Plato took it up. Li any case this Mind was 
merely credited with an initial act of creation ; it did not 
rule the world which it had ordered. Thucydides, moreover, 
as we saw, had probably considered and rejected Anaxagoras' 
philosophy. And, after all, the ' Mind ' was just as mythical 
as Fate. 

The word * Chance' suggests to the modem educated in- 
telligence something utterly impersonal; we think at once 
of the mathematical theory of probability, of the odds at 
a gambling table, and so on. But we must remember that 
the current name for 'Chance' in Greek was the name of 
a m ythical Person . Tv^tj, a spirit who was actually worshipped 
by the superstitious, and placated by magical means. The 
religious spoke of ' the Fortune that comes from the divine ', 
and believed that God's will was manifest in the striking 
turns of chance, and in spite of appearances was working for 
the righteous.^ A less definite belief in Fortune as a divine 
or spiritual agency was thought worthy of mention by 
Aristotle.' Li his own discussion of * what comes by fortune ' 
or ' spontaneously ', Aristotle starts from the very contrast we 
have noted in Thucydides — the contrast between ^ntrposa (not- ^ 
Law) and chance. Aristotle, moreover, has no better explana- 
tion of Chance than one which involves the purposes of 

^ y. 1C4 (We Melians) wurrtvofttp rj r^xV ^ ^^ ^^^ P^ k\aaa^€oOai, in 
SauH vp6t ob Sutahvs laT&ft€$a. 

' Phys, 4. 196 b 5 tlai 94 rcrcr off 8o«cr tlvat oMa fAv 4 '^vxif ^^os M /. 
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a myUiical person, called Nature. He does not even approach 
to the conception of causal law, but accounts for ' chance ' by 
the crossing and conflict of these imaginary purposes.^ Thucy- 
dides, who either had never considered or had definitely 
rejected the notion of purposes in Nature, was even less 
advanced. He had no explanation to give, and confines 
himself to the most non-committal name for these invading 
agencies — * Fortune '. 

The recognition of non-human agencies — however unde- 
fined — as responsible for observed phenomena is, so far as it 
goes, a metaphysical belief. It is not a scientific belief, 
though perfectly consistent with the scientific spirit in the 
then state of physical knowledge. It is not a religious belief; 
for Thucydides does not imply that these powers ought to be 
worshipped or placated. Nothing remains but to call it 
mythical. 

To recur now to the story of Pylos. We noticed that the 
series of lucky accidents on the Athenian side was paralleled 
by a series of extraordinary blunders on the Spartan side. 
In the former series Fortune is prominent to the exclusion of 
foresight (yvdyirj) ; in the latter we see successive failures 
of foresight rather than the intervention of Fortune. These 
count as pieces of luck from the Athenian standpoint ; but 
from the Spartans' they are simply errors of judgement. This 
point is cleai'ly made in the subsequent speech of the Spartan 
envoys, who are careful to remark : ' We have not come to this 
from want of power, nor yet from the pride that comes when 
power is unduly increased ; but witJiout any change in our 
position^ we failed in judgement — a point in which the position 
of all men is alike.*' Thus the whole narrative of the occu- 
pation illustrates the contrast of fortune and foresight. 
Fortune, not foresight, has exalted the Athenians ; want of 
foresight, not of fortune, has depressed the Spartans. 

It was in this light that Thucydides saw a series of events 

^ de An. 484 a 81 ir€ted rou w6rra inrdpx^i ^d ^^fi, Ij mf/ntf^/mra loroi rwr ;< 
tvmd TOO. 
* iv. 18. 2. A translation of this speech wiU be found on p. 111. 
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which began with a striking accident, the storm. The 
element of real luck was sufficient to suggest a belief that 
Fortune was active to a mind predisposed by superstition or 
some other cause to look for her agency just here. Thucydides 
was not superstitious ; and he was both careful and acute. 
The belief accounts for the peculiarities of the nairative ; but 
we have further to account for his having the belief at 
just this moment in his story so strongly upon him as to miss 
the clues in his informant's report. There must have been 
something which positively predisposed him to see Fortune 
at work. We shall explain in the next chapter what this 
something was. 

Here we need only add that the psychological phenomenon 
we are supposing to have occurred in his mind is closely 
analogous to what might occur in a Christian historian, 
narrating from incomplete oral information a critical in- 
cident in Church history, which began vnth a miracle. 
Looking from the outset for the divine purpose, he might 
easily fail to bring his mind to bear critically on the in- 
dications which showed that the whole series of events could 
be explained as the effect of purely natural causes; for 
we know from daily experience that a belief in occasional 
interferences on the part of Providence can co-exist in the 
same educated mind with a conception of natural causality 
immeasurably dearer than any that Thucydides could have 
possessed. 



CHAPTER Vn 

THE MOST VIOLENT OF THE CITIZEKS 

In this chapter we propose to take up the narrative where 
we left it after the occupation of Pylos. We have reached 
the point where Cleon comes into the story. We shall mark 
the circumstances of his entrance, and bring together the 
other episodes in which Thucydides allows him to appear 
before us. The hypothesis of ' malignity ' would not account 
for the peculiarities we noted in the earlier narrative where 
Cleon was not concerned; but it is not finally disposed of 
as an explanation of the story of Sphacteria, where Cleon 
is very much concerned. And malignity against Athens 
as a whole still stands as a theory alternative to the view 
we expressed in the last chapter. The occupation of Pylos 
was not an exploit of Cleon's ; but it was an exploit of the 
Athenians. To represent it as a stroke of mere luck might 
be a means of detracting (at the expense, by the way, of 
Demosthenes' reputation) from the glory of Athens. These 
imputations^ so damaging to Thucydides' character, so im- 
probable as they seem to us, are still not disproved. We 
resume the narrative, then, giving as before an abbreviated 
summary, designed to preserve the points which seem relevant 
to our problem. That problem is to discover, if we can, 
something in Thucydides' thoughts about these transactions 
which will explain how he can have been, as we su^ested, 
positively predisposed to see the work of Fortune in the early 
part of them. We shall find an influence at work in his 
mind, the nature of which it will be fairer not to characterize 
until we have laid the relevant facts before the reader's 
judgement. 

The news oame to Lacedaemon that the Feloponnesian fleet 
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was sunk or captured, and that four hundred and twenty 
Spartan citizens with their attendant helots were cut off 
on the island, under close watch from the Athenian ships 
cruising perpetually round it.^ The magistrates were sent 
to the scene of action, that no time might be lost. They 
found that a rescue was impossible. Even if no attack were 
made, starvation would speedily reduce the garrison of f^ 
desert island, strewn with rocks and overgrown through 
most of its extent with forest. They obtained a truce from 
the enemy, and sent envoys to Athens with overtures of 
peace. 

The envoys addressed the Athenian assembly to the follow- 
ing effect:" 

' Men of Athens, the Lacedaemonians have sent us to treat 
about our men on the island, and to persuade you to such 
terms as may at once be advantageous to you and, so fSax as 
the case allows, save our honour in this reverse. If we speak 
at some length, this will be no breach of our national custom. 
For though it is not our way to use many words when a few 
will suffice, we can use more when there is an opportunity 
to effect what is wanted, by setting forth some matters that 
are pertinent. You must not take them in an unfriendly 
way, or as if we were schooling your dullness ; but think of 
us as putting you in mind of what you know already to be 
good counsel 

' You have the opportunity of disposing well of the good 
fortune which now is with you, keeping the advantage you 
have won, and gaining as well respect and high fame. You 
may escape what happens to men when they obtain some 
good which is out of the ordinary : they are always coveting 
more in hope^ because their present good fortune likewise was 
un,expected? But those who have oftenest come in for the 
ups and downs have good reason to be above all mistrustful 
of their successes. Your city, no less than ours, may very 

» iT.ii.6ff 

* iv. 17 ff. The first half of the speech is translated verbatim. 

' iy. 17. 4 alc2 7^ rov vkiovos i\vi& 6p4ycrrai M rd Moi ret wapivra d^K^rvt 
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« 

well have learnt this by experience. You may read the 
lesson again by looking closely at our present misfortunes, 
when we who have the highest repute among the Hellenes 
come before you and here make requests which formerly we 
thought ourselves more in the position to grant. But note 
that we have not come to this from want of power nor yet 
from the pride that comes when power is unduly increased ; 
but, without any change in our position, we failed in judge- 
ment {yvdyLTi) — ^a point in which the position of all men is 
alike. Therefore you too have no reason to think, because 
your city is now strong in itself and in its new acquisitions, 
that the hand of Fortune (rd ttj^ T^x^^t) also will always be 
on your side. Wise men ^d safety in setting down their 
gains to uncertainty — it is they who will meet misfortunes 
too with sober foresight — and know that war does not wait 
upon a man's choice of this or that enterprise to take in hand, 
but goes as the chances (al rvxat), here or there, may lead. 
Such men are least of all likely to trip ; and not being elated 
by confidence that their footing in the struggle is sure, they 
will be most disposed to end it in the hour of their good 
fortune. And this is how you, Athenians, would do well to 
deal with us, to prevent its being thought at some future day, 
if ever you should reject us and fall into one of the many 
possible disasters, that your advantage now, when all has 
gone well with you, was due to fortune (rCxjl) I whereas you 
ii^Ji ^ yon choose, leave to later times a reputation for 
strength combined with prudence, beyond the reach of 
risk.* 

The envoys go on still further to dwell on the prudence 
of reasonable terms as the best security for a lasting peace, 
and to recommend again the moderate use of unexpected 
victory. An adversary who will only be exasperated by 
violence {^laa-OcCs) and overbearing extortion will feel in 
honour the obligation laid upon him by conciliatory sacrifices. 
*If you decide for peace, you have the opportunity of be- 
coming firm friends with the Lacedaemonians, upon their 
own invitation, and by way of concession instead of violence 
{fiiaaatiivoisy 
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The narrative continues. ' The Lacedaemonians said all this 
with the idea that the Athenians had formerly been desirous 
to make terms and had only been prevented by their own 
opposition, but that now peace was offered they would 
welcome it and restore the prisoners. But the Athenians 
thought that, now they held the men on the island, it was 
always in their power to make terms whenever they chose 
and they coveted somethirig more} They were urged on 
above all by Cleon, the son of Cleainetos, who was the popular 
leader in those days and stood highest in the confidence of 
the multitude. He persuaded them to answer that first of 
all the men on the island must surrender themselves and their 
arms and be conveyed to Athens ; when that was done, the 
Lacedaemomans were to restore Nisaea, Pegae, Troezen^ and 
Achaea. On these conditions they could recover their men and 
make a peace of such duration as both parties should approve. 
The places mentioned had not been taken in war, but had 
been surrendered under the former treaty by the Athenians 
in a time of reverse. Then it had been Athens that was 
suing for terms.' 

' The envoys made no reply, beyond requesting the appoint- 
ment of a commission to hear both sides and quietly come to 
any understanding they could about details. Cleon fell upon 
this proposal with all his vehemence.^ He had always known, 
he said, that they had no fair intentions, and now it was 
clear. They would not say a word before the people, but 

^ iy. 21. 2 rod 8c w\4wot &p4yoirro. Compare the envoys' lue of this phrase 
above (p. Ill, note 8). 

* The places had been evacoated when a ' thirty years* peace ' was con- 
cluded at the end of the earlier Peloponnesian war, in which Athens had 
at first been briUiantly sucoessftil and later lost all, or nearly all, sho had 
gained. In the course of the present war they had never been in Athenian 
hands, and the demand for their ' restoration ' (dmSSvras) was impudent as 
well as extortionate. We have already explained why Cleon stood out for 
the two Megarian ports ; but we must remember that this demand was to 
Thucydides as inexplicable as Pericles' obstinacy about the Megarian decrees. 
The demand for Achaea was also part of the western policy. That for 
Troezen may have been a blind. 

* iv. 22. 2 KX/aiK 9i ivravOa 8^ voAvt MicttTo. The particle 8^ hints that 
such a reasonable proposal was just the thing to unchain aU his violence. 

I 
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wanted to be closeted with a select few. No I if they bad 
any honest meaning, let them declare it to all I But the 
Lacedaemonians saw that even if they were disposed to make 
some concessions in their distress, it was impossible to speak 
before a multitude, for fear lest, if their proposals failed, they 
should be misrepresented to their allies. They saw too that 
the Athenians were not going to do as they were invited on 
reasonable conditions. So they went home unsuccessfuL' 

We shall return later to the sentences in which Cleon first 
appears upon the scene in this episode. He is introduced as 
as if we had never heard of him.^ In point of fact he has 
come before us once already — though only once — namely, in 
the debate at which the assembly revoked its first ferocious 
order for a general massacre of innocent and guilty in the re- 
volted city of Mytilene. The opponent of that generous impulse 
of remorse, the insistent advocate of cruelty and revenge, was 
Cleon. As soon as the change of feeling became known, ' the 
assembly was immediately summoned and various opinions 
were put forward. Cleon, the son of Cleainetos, who had 
f carried the previous proposal to put the Mytileneans to death, 
came forward again to speak. He was at all times the most 
violent of the citizens,' and just now stood by fax the highest 
in the confidence of the people.' Then follows the speech, 
\ which, for characterization, is a masterpiece. There is not 
) a touch of the gross or cringing flatterer ; it is not the Cleon 

r^ of Aristophanes. He breaks out at once in violent denuncia- 
i tion of the sovereign people. A democracy is incapable of 
! empire. They are fooled by the fine speeches of hireling 
orators ; they weakly vacillate before appeals to pity and the 
generosity of strength. They are ready to forfeit the legitimate 
1 satis&ction of revenge, and thereby to hasten the dissolution 
of their power, whose only bonds are force and fear. The 

^ The hypotheiiB of interpolation here from iii. 86. 6 may be diamiased. 
The phrase here is similar, but dijSers in that Cleon is here correctly called 
9rifuiyary6s (i.e. wpoardrrjs rov S^/mv). He had become so since the Mytilenean 
affair, by the death of Lysides. 

* iii. 86. 6 fiuu6TaTos twp woXtrSnf, 
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allies need a bloody example to teach them submission. 
Othervnse, let the Athenians resign their empire and stop at \ 
home to play at their arm-chair morality 1 Every sentence \ 
rings with the tone of insolent violence, the strength which / 
treads down pity and ' in its haste for vengeance upon others \ 
thinks fit to abrogate those common laws of humanity wherein > 
bad lain its own hope of mercy in the hour of defeat '.^ 

After this one appearance, which leaves an indelible impres- > 
sion of unrestrained force and cruelty, Cleon drops out of the i 
story till the present passage. The counsellor of violent ! 
revenge is now the counsellor of grasping extortion. 'The 
f Athenians coveted Tuore' ; and the man above all who urges < 
them on is Cleon.' It is he who persuades them to formulate 1 
an extravagant demand which amounts to breaking off the 
negotiations. As in the case of the Mytilenean decree, the 
Athenians are offered a chance for reconsideration; the 
envoys propose a commission to go quietly into the details 
and come to a reasonable understanding. Again, as in the 
former case, Cleon intervenes, and ^ falls upon the proposal 
Ynth all his vehemence' in slanderous accusation. The 
parallel is striking; but here it ends. The Mytilenean \ 
decision was revoked in spite of him, and Athens was just, 
and only just, saved from an awful act of insolent cruelty ; i 
but this time Cleon prevails. * Confident in the hope of their v/ 
strength,'^ certain of being able to make terms when they 
choose, the assembly dismisses the ambassadors to return home 
empty-handed. Cleon has had his way : we shall see whither ] 
it will lead him. ] \ 

It would take too long to follow the subsequent story in 
detail : we will rapidly resume it.'* 

Winter was coming on, and the Spartans on the island 

^ iii. S4. 8 (not referring to Cleon). 

' iv. 21. 2 Tov 82 wKiovos dfpiyovTO. /iAXurra 82 atrroht Ik^c KXion^, rov 
vXiwot 6piyt(r9ai is the verb corresponding to the noon wk€ov^la, ' coretotts 
desire to get the better.' 

* T. 14. 1 IxoKTCf ri^y kkwi9a rgf f^/«p «<rr^ (referring to this oooasion). 

* iT.26fl: 
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were still tincaptured; they were kept alive by yenturous 
bloekade-ranning. The stormy season would soon make it 
difficult to provision the Athenian fleet. The Athenians at 
home began to repent of their refusal to make terms/ and 
dark looks were turned on Cleon. Repentance was no more 
to his mind now than it had been in the Mytilenean affair; 
for, personally committed to the rejection of peace, he had gone 
too far to retreat without blasting his career. The dramatic 
story of his challenge to the generals is well known. ' He 
came forward and said he was not afraid of the Lacedae- 
monians.' He would sail himself with only a small force 
of light-armed auxiliaries,' and with these and the soldiers 
already at Pylos in twenty days he would either bring the 
1 Lacedaemonians home alive or kill them on the spot. He 
j chose Demosthenes, already on the scene of action, for his 
colleague. ' Laughter seized the Athenians at his wild words ; ' 
but they were welcome to moderate men who reflected that 
they would gain one or other of two goods : either they would 
be rid of Qeon, which they would have greatly preferred, 
or if they were disappointed, he would put the Lacedae- 
monians in their hands.' 

Cleon's stroke was^brilliantly successful ; but all the credit, 
in Thucydides' narrative, fails not to him, but to Demosthenes, 
who again receives the timely jdd of Fortu ne.* Demosthenes, 
we are told, had already, "Eefore Cleon left Athens, planned 
an attack upon Sphacteria,' and he was encouraged by a fire 
which burnt the woods on the island and so exposed the 
enemy. The fire had been ' unintentionally' kindled by an 
Athenian soldier, one of a party who had landed on the shore 
to cook their midday meaL 'A wind sprang up and the 
greater part of the woods were burnt before they knew what 

» iT. 27. 2. 

* 28. 4. It has been observed that the ohoioe of light-anned troops is put 
as if it were a farther piece of rashness. The sequel proved that it was 
prudent. 

' iT. 28. 5 KOv^Xoyiq, 

* Plut. Nic, Tiii speaks of Cleon on this oooasion as n$x9 X/"7^^<>^' dyaBji 
Mai arpanjy^aas dpiffra furd ArjfioaBiyavt, 

* 29.2. 
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was happening/^ But for this lucky accident, the attack 
upon so strong a body of the best fighting-men in Greece, 
sheltered by thick undergrowth, would have been almost a 
forlorn hope. Really, the gales might be in league with 
Athens! The storm which first drove the fleet into Pylos 
is seconded by the wind which sweeps the forest fire over 
Sphacteria. When the troops landed for the attack, Hhe 
dispositions were made by Demosthenes who had originally 
planned the assault/' The Spartans were driven slowly 
to their last stand, and the two hundred and ninety-two who 
were left alive surrendered. 

'So the promise of Cleon, mad as it was, resulted in 
success : for he brought the men within twenty days, just as 
he had undertaken/ ^ 

Much ink has been expended on the phrase : ' mad as it 
was.' How can Thucydides call the promise mad, at the 
very moment when he is recording its fulfilment? The best 
comment is a sentence from Herodotus, where Artabanus is 
warning Xerxes against rash haste in taking up so great an 
enterprise as the conquest of Greece. ' I know not,' he says, 
'aught in the world that so profits a man as taking good 
counsel with himself; for even if things foil out against one's 
hopes, still one has counselled well, though fortune has made 
the counsel of none effect : whereas if a rruim counsels HI 
and luck foUowsy he has gotten a wmdfcUl, but his counsel is 
none the less silly* ^ 

What use will Cleon make of his windfall? Surely, now, 
the Athenians will tempt fortune no further. They resolve 
to keep the captives in chains 'till some agreement shall 
be reached'. Meanwhile the Messenians from Naupactos 
are established at Fylos, from whence they make descents; 
deserting helots begin to come in and join them. This was 

^ 80. 2 iinrp^aayrSs rtrot leord iUMp6r rijs CXtp dteorTos moI dw6 roihov 

' 82. 4. Thucydides seems to emphasize the skill of Demosthenes, as if 
he were half aware that the Pylos narratiye hardly did him justice. 
' iy. 89. 8 Mai rov EXiU/yot Koittp futyMtfs oSca 4 (nrSffx^^^^ dwifirf, 
* Hdt. yii. 10 (Jf) Bawlinson's trans. 
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the only danger which could touch the Lacedaemonians at 
. home, and they sent a second embassy for peace. Here is 
I another opening for moderation in victory. But no ! * The 
Athenians were coveting greater things ' ^ — again that ominous 
phrase — ' and though the Spartans sent again and again, they 
kept on dismissing the envoys unsuccessful. Thus ended the 
affair of Pylos.' 

We lose sight of Cleon till the scene of war is shifted to 
Chalcidice. The combatants had actually concluded a truce 
with provisions for the discussion of a permanent peace ; but 
the negotiations broke down through Brasidas' refusal to 
surrender Skione, which had revolted from Athens just two 
days after the truce had been declared. The Athenians in a 
rage carried a resolution for the destruction of Skione and 
the massacre of its inhabitants.^ Another act of force and 
I fury — once more the entrance-cue for ' the most violent of the 
; citizens '. * They were induced to carry the decree by the 
advice of Cleon.* This, however, is but a passing gUmpse. 
The last scene opens at the beginning of Book Y. 

Cleon himself sails with an expedition to Chalcidice, where 
be is to meet with more than his match. Brasidas, ensconced 
in Amphipolis, lays a trap into which Cleon is driven by the 
impatience of his own men and the rashness of his disposition. 
' He behaved as he had done at Pylos, where his good luck 
had given him confidence in his own wisdom.^ He never 
so much as expected that any one would come out to fight 
him. ... He imagined he could go and come, without a battle, 
whenever he chose. ... He even thought he had made a mistake 
in coming without siege-engines ; for, had he brought them, he 
could have taken the place in its undefended state.' Brasidas 
knew how to turn to advantage the contempt of an enemy. 
\ A sudden sally from the town ; and the Athenians' disorderly 
retreat breaks into a rout. 'The Athenian right made a 

' iy. 41. 8 /uitSpoiv re ^piywro, 
• iv. 122. 6. 

' V. 7. 8 Ixt^h^^'^ ^ r^w^ fmp icoi It rj)r UiXw €irvxi<raf Martvei ri 
^ftovuv. 
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better stand, and though Cleon, who indeed had never 
thought of holding his ground, fled immediately and was 
overtaken by a Myrkinian targeteer and slain, the rest rallied 
on the crest of the hill and repulsed Clearidas two or three 
times^ and they did not give in until the Myrkinian and 
Chalcidian horse and the targeteers hemmed them round and 
broke them with a shower of darts/ ^ Thus contemptuously 
is Cleon's end recorded : the victor of Sphacteria is spumed 
out of the history in a parenthesis. Mad elation and self- 
confidence, bom of unexpected luck, have brought him to the 
ignominious death of a coward 

The first of these incidents which calls for remark is the 
speech of the Spartan envoys in the abortive negotiations for 
peace which came between the occupation of Fylos and the 
capture of Sphacteria. This speech, half of which we trans- 
lated, is a curious document. We remember that Thucydides 
in the introduction to the History ^ remarked with regret on 
the difficulty of remembering or learning by report the exact 
words used by statesmen and envoys. The speeches set down 
represent, he told us, * what seemed ta me to be just what 
would have been necessary for each speaker to say on the 
occasion, and I have kept as closely as possible to the general 
sense of the actual words.' In the present instance it is 
obvious that in a way the * general sense ' of the envoys' plea 
has been preserved. They must have formulated the Spartans' 
request for peace, asked for the release of the prisoners, and 
hinted — they could do no more till they had some certainty 
of success — ^that the ' friendship of Sparta ', the only quid pro 
quo openly named, would turn out to cover some more tangible 
return. From our knowledge of Laconian eloquence and from 
examples of it elsewhere in Thucydides,^ we should expect 

* V. 10. 9. 

« i. 22. 

' The foUowing are the other speeches made by Spartans in the first part 
of the history: (i) Archidamns advises delay in going to war, i. 80-5 
(strictly to the point ; short eulogy of Spartan institutions, 84) ; (2) Sthene- 
laidas, i. 86 (extremely curt) ; (3) Arohidamus to Peloponnesian generals, IL 
11 (short and businesslike); (4) Archidamus to Plataeans, ii. 72 (a few 
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further a few crisp, dry aphorisms about luck : * To-day to 
me, to-morrow to thee.' The situation itself, as we are later 
told, precluded any definite statement about the only question 
of practical business : what substantial equivalent the Spar- 
tans had to offer in exchange for the prisoners. In such 
circumstances, the whole case might be put in three minutes ; 
we do not expect a homily, five-sixths of which are devoted 
to a general disquisition on the theme of moderation in 
prosperity. Nothing could be less ' laconic ' than the speech 
Thucydides has given us. Further, he was quite aware of 
this, and knew that his readers would remark it. The exordium 
apologizes for what may seem a departore from national 
custom : * It is not our way to use many words when few 
will suffice'; but the justification offered: 'we can use 
more when there is an opportunity to effect what is wanted 
by setting forth some matters that are pertinent^' sounds 
vague and indeed (to be candid) all but meaningless in the 
mouths of the speakers. We suspect that the matters to be 
set forth are more to the point in explaining what Thucydides 
^v has in his mind than in influencing the Athenians to abandon 
the fruits of victory. Thei'e is obviously some connexion 
between the sacrifice of dramatic probability here and the 
sacrifice of historic probability in the Pylos episode. In the 
handling of * what was done ' Thucydides has presented the 
action as imdesigned and fortuitous. In the speech we have 
a dissertation on luck in war and moderation in unlooked-for 
success. 

\ The Lacedaemonians, we shall be told, are 'moralizing'. 

\A sudden reversal of fortune was in itself a phenomenon 
peculiarly interesting to the Greek mind, and the theme of 
moderation in prosperity was the standing moral which they 
drew from such occurrences — a most venerable commonplace. 

sentences) ; (5) Brasidas at Acanthus, iy. S5 (length apologized for by 
Thucydides: <for a Lacedaemonian, he was not an incapable speaker,* 
84. 2) ; (6) Brasidas to his men, iy. 126 (short and pointed) ; (7) Brasidas to 
his men, y. 9 (similar to the last). None of them presents a parallel to that 
of the enyoys on this occasion. 
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That, of course, is true ; but it does not explain the problem 
of the Pylos narrative. If that were all, we should have to 
suppose that Thucydides distorted his facts there for the 
purpose of moralizing — a supposition we have proved in- 
credible. 

Let us say, then, that Thucydides is using the device of 
speech-writing to convey his own opinion that Athens ought 
to have made peace after Sphacteria, and that Cleon's 
exorbitant demands were a mistake in policy. This certainly 
was Thucydides* opinion ; but again it gives no answer to our 
problem. The policy was just as bad, whether the occupation 
of Pylos was casual or carefully designed in every detail. 

It is evident that the moral of the speech was, to Thucy- 
dides' view, illustrated by the subsequent career of Cleon. 
He behaved at Amphipolis * as he had done at Pylos, where 
his good luck had given him confidence in his own wisdom \ 
' He never so much as expected that any one would come out 
to fight him ', and so on. We are to understand that Cleon's 
head was turned by the success of his ' mad ' undertaking. 
Elated and over-confident, he rushes into a still more difficult 
enterprise. That is how we put it in our histories ; but the 
Greeks used a somewhat different language, and put a some- 
what different construction on such a sequence of events as 
this. They interpreted it according to a certain philosophy 
of human nature which it will concern us to take account of. 

If we turn back to the episode in which Cleon makes his 
first appearance in the History, we find this philosophy set 
forth in remarkable terms by Diodotus in the Mytilenean 
debate. Diodotus is replying to the great speech of Cleon 
which we referred to above; he explains how futile is 
Cleon's policy of inflicting exemplary punishment on revolted 
allies. The question of the purpose and true nature of 
punitive justice was much in the air at this time, and the 
speech of Diodotus is Thucydides' contribution to the con- 
troversy. The passage is so interesting, and so important for 
our purpose, that we will give it in fulL 

' In the cities of Greece the death penalty has been affixed 
to many offences actually less than this ; yet still, intoxicated 
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by their hopes^ men take the risk.^ No man ever, before 
embarking on a dangerous course, passed sentence on himself 
that he would not succeed in his design ; and do city enter- 
ing on revolt ever set about doing so with the conviction that 
her resources — ^whether her own or obtained from her allies — 
were inadequate. All men are born to error in public, as in 
private, conduct ; and there is no law that will hinder them ; 
for mankind has exhausted the whole catalogue of penalties, 
continually adding fresh ones, to find some means of lessening 
the wrongs they suffer from evil-doers. Probably in early 
ages the punishments affixed to the worst offences were 
milder ; but as transgressions went on, in time they seldom 
stopped short of death; yet still, even so, there are trans- 
gressors. 
^ * Either then some greater terror than death must be dis- 
J covered, or at any rate death is no deterrent. No ; poverty 
' inspires daring by the stress of necessity ; the licence of 
j prosperity inspires covetous ambition by insolence and 
' pride; and the other conditions of human life, as each is 
possessed by some irremediable and mastering power, by 
passion lead men on to perilous issues. 

' Desire and Hope are never wanting — the one leading the 
/ way, the other busy in attendance. Desire devising the 
attempt, and Hope flattering with suggestions of the riches in 
\. Fortune's store, very often lead to ruin, and, invisible as they 
) are, prevail over the dangers that are seen. 
^ ' And besides these Fortune contributes no less to intoxi- 
cation ; for sometimes she presents herself unexpectedly at a 
man's side and leads him forward to face danger at a dis- 
advantage ; and cities even more than individuals, in propor- 
l tion as. their stake is the greatest of all — ^freedom or empire — 
and each, when all are with him, unthinkingly rates himself 
the higher.^ 

^ iiL 45. 1 ry I\«f8i kfnup6/itwoi Mty8wt6omn. 

* iii. 45. 4 dXX' ij /ily vcWa Ai^6yicjf Ti)y r6Xiiar wapix^xuca^ ^ ^ i^ovtda (f0pti 
r^ irXcoyc£/ay gal ^fiov^ftarif al 8* 6Wai ^wrvxiai 6pyf rwv iafBpinnx¥ 6n lisdffn; 
rtt icarix^ot (n^ dyrjKiarov nyds ic^laawos k^Ayowrw If r<ii>s luvZvvom, 
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' In a word, it is impossible — and only a simpleton would 
suppose the contrary — that human nature, when it is passion*^ 
ately bent upon some act, should be averted from its purpose 
by force of laws or any other terror/ 

We shall have something to say later of the extraordinary 
and highly poetical language in which this theory of human 
nature is set forth ; here we shall note the main features of 
the theory itseU^ the far-reaching significance of which will 
become apparent in the sequel We observe that human 
nature is subject to two sorts of influences, which correspond 
to the two general names yve^/xi? (in the widest sense) and T^t?. 
(1) There are, first, the man's own vices of character — 'daring, 
covetousness. pride ' and the other 'irremediable and mastering 
powers ' which ' possess ' him. (2) These vices, in the second 
place, are ' supplied ' or inspired by the external circumstances 
of his condition {(vvrvxla) — especially by the two extreme 
conditions of grinding poverty and licentious prosperity. 

Next, in these conditions man is peculiarly liable to 
temptation^ which comes to him in two ways. (1) One of 
two violent passions may seize on him.* Hope is busy in 
attendance flattering him with suggestions of the wealth in 
Fortune's store; imrestrained Desii-e leads him on to lay 
plans for yet further gain. (2) Fortune, herself, intervenes to 
complete his intoxication. Appearing at his side unexpectedly, 
she encourages him by giving success which, though he has 
not designed it, he is apt to credit to his own ability. So he 
comes to overrate his strength, and face dangers which are 
beyond it. 

In this scheme the two factors, human character and 

• 

Mat ^ T^XJJ ^^* fit^o^^ oMv tkcuraw £vfM$dkXerm h rd Iva/pctK' ddoM^rwf Tclp 
ianv 5rc wa^arofUrtf xai l« rw iwodworipo^ mwHuvf^uif rtpdi wpodyti' mU o^x 
^ffcuf rdf w6\us, tc^ 9€pi Twr iMyiarotif r«, i\€v$«plas 4 ^^m^ ^x4^> ^ 1**^ 
frdrron^ tteaaros dXtr^arcat M w\4oy ri a^r^y k96(a4r€v. The meaning of the last 
clause seems to be thai intoxication is infectious : each man in a crowd is 
more carried away than he would be if he were alone. For the construction 
aMv IMfacrcy compare Plato, PhiMntSf 48 b. 
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external Fortune, appeax twice over, in different aspects. 
First, we are thinking of comparatiyely permanent conditions, 
such as extreme poverty or wealth, and of the comparatively 
permanent vices which gain upon a man slowly in such 
circumstances. Second, we have the sudden access, at critical 
moments, of temptation under the two forms of a violent 
passion, Hope or Desire, and of Fortune appearing in un- 
expected successes. These besetting agencies take advantage 
of the faults of character already produced by Prosperity and 
Penury, and they bring about a condition of blind intoxica- 
tion, the eclipse of rational foresight. When this state is 
reached the man is marked for his doom ; neither the force 
of laws nor any other terror will ^ avert ' his fatal course. 

The point which now concerns us is that the train of 
thought in these few sentences of Diodotus' speech contains 
I the motive and the moral of the whole of CleorCs career as 
Thucydides has chosen to present it. We know, from other 
sources, that Cleon was prominent in politics before the war 
broke out. After Pericles' death he soon became the leading 
Athenian statesman and remained so to the end of his life. 
During all this time he appears to have led the policy of the 
war-party, and in a history of the war we should expect to 
hear of him constantly. But out of all his public actions 
Thucydides has selected three, and only three,^ to put before 
us. These are the Mytilenean debate ; the capture of Sphac- 
teria and the negotiations preceding it ; his last campaign at 
Amphipolis. On the first of these occasions Thucydides puts 
in his mouth a speech which is evidently meant to reveal the 
character of the ' most violent of the citizens ' ; one of the 
vices of prosperity, ruthless ' insolence ' (ippis), might be taken 
as its keynote. On the second occasion, at Sphacteria, we see 
him at a moment when Fortune, the temptress, unexpectedly 
stands at his side. His promise was ^mad' for he was 
intoxicated with ambitious passion, and he had just betrayed 
another vice of prosperity, ' covetousness ' (irKeovc&a), Thucy- 

^ Except the glimpBe at iv. 122. 6 where Cleon advocates the massacre of 
the Skioneana. This repeats and renews the impression of the Mytilenean 
debate. 
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dides reiterates in the envoys' un-laconio speech just that part 
of his theory of human nature which is relevant — the danger 
of covetousness in the flush of success. In the third and 
last episode, at Amphipolis, Thucydides in his own person 
points out that his train of caiiaea has led to its inevitable 
end. Infatuate pride {<fip6v7iixa\ the third vice of prosperity, 
brings ruin. 

The three episodes, put together, form the complete outline 
•f a dra/ma, conforming to a well-known type which we shall 
study in the next chapter. The first act reveals the hero's 
character; the second contains the crisis; the third, the 
catastrophe. But though complete in outline, the drama is 
obviously defective in other respects. The reason is that, 
while the plot is tragic, Cleon is not a tragic figure. It is 
true that at his first appearance, in the Mytilenean speech, he 
does attain tragic proportions, for the character is treated with 
perfect seriousness and expressed with astonishing force. But 
to allow Cleon to remain on this level would have been fatal 
to Thucydides' larger design, which we shall study later ; it 
would never do to let him become the hero of this part of 
the war. Besides, Thucydides could not conceal his contempt, 
and probably saw no reason to conceal it. On both these 
grounds he does not allow Cleon a second full-length speech. 
Modem historians complain that Thucydides ought to have 
given his reply to the Spartan envoys before Sphacteria; 
that he has missed an obvious opportunity of stating the policy 
of the war-party ; and that there is some unfairness in not 
doing so. But artistic considerations were decisive. A long 
speech firom Cleon at this point, if it even approached the 
I force and impressiveness of the Mytilenean speech, would have 
established him as a hero, or a villain on the heroic scale ; 
he would have bulked much too largely for a minor character. 
Hence Cleon's little personal drama, though its plot is kept 
complete, is deliberately spoilt ; — ^laughter seized the Athenians 
I at his wild words.' From that moment he is degraded from 
' the tragic rank; and his story runs out pitiably to its 
contemptible close — ^in a parenthesis. 
What immediately concerns us now is the difference that 
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this dramatizing of Cleon most make to our view of Thuoy- 
dides' treatment of him. It is evident that the historian saw 
him not purely, or even primarily, as an historic person, but 
as a type of character. His career is seen through the 
medium of a preconceived theory of human nature^ and only 
that part of the career is presented which conforms to the 
^ theory and illustrates a certain part of it. The principle of 
.' ^ this selection has no place in historic method; it has no place 
\ in Thucydides' original design of a detailed journal of the 
war. The Mytilenean episode, for instance, shows us Cleon 
at a moment when his action had 7io effect on the course 
of the war, since his advice was rejected. The principle is 
artistic, idealizing, dramatic Thucydides has stripped away 
all the accidents and particulars of the historic individual; 
he has even stripped away his personality, leaving only an 
abstract, generalized type. Now, we do not deny that 
Thucydides both hated and despised the man Cleon ; or that 
these feelings operated as a psychological cause to facilitate 
the erection of their object into an impersonation of insolent 
Violence and Covetousness. But when this result was 
effected, the attitude of feeling must have undergone a 
simultaneous change. To idealize is an act of imaginative 
creation, and the creator cannot feel towards the creature as 
one man feels towards another. He is a spectator, not an 
actor in the drama revealed to his larger vision. We need 
talk no longer of ^ a personal grudge against an able, but 
coarse, noisy, ill-bred, audacious man ' ; for none of these 
epithets, except * able ', quite fits the impression we get &om 
^the Mytilenean speech. Nor is it even a man, a complete 
concrete personality, that is there presented ; it is rather a 
symbol, an idea. The personality is contemned and thrust 
out, and with its banishment personal antipathy gives place 
to a noble indignation against Violence itself-^avrd rh plaiov^ 
as Plato might call it. We have left the plane of pedestrian 
history for the 'more serious and philosophic' plane of 
poetry. 

We have here reached a broad distinction of type between 



\ 



\ 



\ f 



THE MOST VIOLENT OP THE CITIZENS 127 ^ 

Thucjdides' work and hbtory as it was written in the 
nineteenth century. The latter can be described generally as 
realistic^ if we stretch this term to cover both the scientific 
(and sometimes dull) school and their graphic (and sometimes 
inaccurate) rivals. The scientific principle is realistic in the 
sense that it tends to regard any ascertainable fact as worth 
ascertaining, and even as neither more nor less valuable 
than any other. The graphic principle is realistic in that 
it attempts to visualize the past, and is as careful to tell us 
that Robespierre was sea-green as it is to tell us that he was 
incorruptible. The realism which has grown upon the novel 
and the drama has taught us that to see a man's exterior is 
halfway to understanding his character. Hence the graphic 
school delight in personal, biographical touches; and in 
delineating an age they find a broadside or a folk-song more 
illuminating than the contents of a minister s dispatch-box. \ 

Now Thucydides belongs to neither of these schools; or 
rather he tried to be scientific and hoped to be dull, but he . 
failed. As his work goes on the principle that governs his 
selection and his presentation of events is less and less 
scientific. He originally meant to choose the facts which 
would be useful in the vulgax practical sense ; he projected 
I a descriptive textbook in strategy. But he ended by choosing 
those which were useful for a very different end — a lesson in 
morality ; and he comes, as we shall see, to treat events out of / 

all proportion to their significance as moments in a war 
between Athens and Sparta. The graphic method he keeps 
strictly for events, not for persons. The fortification of Pylos, 
for instance, is vividly pictured in a single sentence describing 
the mudlarks. Imagination, with this sharply defined glimpse 
of the thing seen to work from, can fill in all the rest. But 
the characters are never treated graphically; he does not 
tell us that Cleon was a tanner with a voice like Eykloboros, 
or that Pericles was called ' squill-head ' from the shape of his 
skull. He tells us that the former was the ' most violent ', 
the latter the ' most powerful ' of the citizens. The characters 
throughout are idealized to a very high degree of abstraction 
— a method which is'not practised by either school of modems. 



128 THUCYDIDES HYTHICUS 

Our attention in the next chapter will be directed to a closer 
analysis of this idealistic treatment. We shall study the 
method still as exemplified in the story of Cleon ; but, as we 
haye said, Cleon is not the hero of the history as a whole, or 
even of this part of it ; the cycle of his fortunes is only an 
epicycle on a larger orbit. Bnt orbit and epicycle exhibit the 
same type of curve. We have to trace this curve in both and 
also to study the relation of the smaller body to the greater. 
Cleon, in other words, has two aspects : he is quasi-hero of 
his own little tragi-comedy and also a minor character in the 
tragedy of Athens. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

MYTHISTORIA AND THE DRAMA 

The epithet 'dramatic' has often been applied to Thuey- 
dides' work; but usually nothing more is meant than that 
he allows his persons to speak for themselves, and presents 
their character with vividness.^ The dramatization which 
we have pointed out in the treatment of Cleon is a very 
''. different thing ; it is a principle of construction which, I 
' wherever it operates, determines the selection of incidents 
to be recorded, and the proportions and perspective assigned 
them. In this chapter we shall attempt to describe and 
analyse the type of drama that we have to do with, and 
to trace the literary influence under which Thucydides 
worked. 

We ought first, perhaps, to meet a possible objection. It 
may be urged that Thucydides in his preface expressly ex- 
cludes anything of the nature of poetical construction from 
his literal record of what was said and what was done. He 
criticizes the methods of poets and story-writers, and warns 
us that, at the cost of making his story 'somewhat un- %/ 
attractive ', he intends to exclude ' the mythical ' (rd fxvO&bcs). 
He cannot, therefore, it might be inferred, have done what 
we have thought we found him doing. But we would ask 
for a careful examination of the passage in question. What 
was in Thucydides' thoughts when he wrote it, and above all, 
what precisely did he mean to exclude when he banished * the 
mythical ' ? 

The words occur towards the end of the introduction,^ 

^ This seems to be aU that Plutarch means : 6 Bwitvdi^ dtl rf X6y^ vpdr 
ra^TTiv AfuKXdrai ri^v Mpyttay, ofor Btarifi^ voi^cai rdr lUpoai^v, de Glor. Ath, 8. 

K 
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which is designed to establish Thucydides' belief that the 
Peloponnesian war was the most memorable of all that had 
ever been in Greece. The possible rivals, he points oat, are 
the Trojan war and the Persian invasion. For the first of 
these events the only literary evidence we have is that of 
the epic poets, and chiefly of Homer, whose record cannot 
be checked by direct observation, while much of his theme 
through the lapse of time has passed, or 'won over', into 
the region of the mythical and incredible.^ The only tests 
we have are certain indications in the existing condition of 
Greece which seem inconsistent with the past state of things 
as represented by the literary authorities. With these indica- 
tions we must be content ; and they suffice to show that the 

f epic poets embellished their tale by exaggeration.^ The 
story- writers, again, on whom we depend for the history of 
the Persian wars, were not bent upon accurate statement of 
truth; — witness the carelessness of Herodotus about points 
of detail. Their object was rather to make their recitations 
attractive and amusing to their audience ; and if we discount 
their evidence accordingly, we shall find, going by ascertained 
facts alone, that the Peloponnesian war was the greatest 
ever seen. 

Thucydides next passes abruptly to the formulation of his 
own method ; he intends to. record what was said and what 
was done as accurately and literally as possible. The result, 
he then remarks, will probably be somewhat unattractive to 
an audience at a recitation, because the facts recorded will 
have nothing 'mythical' about them;' he will be content, 
however, if they are judged useful by people who wish to 

Vjaiow the plain truth of what happened. 

The phrase 'winning over into the mythical ' is illuminating. 
It suggests the transformation which begins to steal over aJl ^ 
events from the moment of their occurrence, unless they ajcdjf 

' i. 21 rd woXXdi inr6 xp^ov aXtrw dniffron l«2 rd fuiOSidts kKwamnfitira, 

' i. 21 (2« wotfjTot {ffiy^xaai vtplt alrw M t6 fuiiw KOffftovyrts. Cf. L 10. 8 

votfjiilv Sirra Koa/djffm, 
' i.22,4tmth /i^y dtpioffiy tffwt rd /i^ /luB&Ut abrStw Artfwicrtpw ^aycmu . , • 
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arrested and pinned down in writing by an alert and trained 
observer. Even then some selection cannot be avoided — 
a selection, moreover, determined by irrelevant psychological 
factors, by the accidents of interest and attention. Moment 
by moment the whole fabric of events dissolves in rains and 
melts into the past ; and all that survives of the thing done 
passes into the custody of a shifting, capricious, imperfect^ 
human memory. Nor is the mutilated fragment allowed to 
rest there, as on a shelf in a museum ; imagination seizes on it 
and builds it with other fragments into some ideal construc- 
tion, which may have a plan and outline laid out long before 
this fresh bit of material came to the craftsman's hand to be 
worked into it, as the drums of fSallen columns are built into 
the rampart of an Acropolis. Add to this the cumulative 
effects of oral tradition. One ideal edifice falls into ruin ; pieces 
of it, conglomerates of those ill-assorted and haphazard frag- 
ments, are carried to another site and worked into a structure 
of, perhaps, a quite different model. Thus fact shifts into 
legend, and legend into myth. The facts work loose ; they are 
detached from their roots in time and space and shaped into 
a story. The story is moulded and remoulded by imagination, 
by passion and prejudice, by religious preconception or 
aesthetic instinct, by the delight in the marvellous, by the 
itch for a moral, by the love of a good story ; and the thing 
becomes a legend. A few irreducible facts will remain ; no 
more, perhaps, than the names of persons and places — Arthur,^ 
Caerleon, Camelot ; but even these may at last drop out or be 
turned by a poet into symbols. * By Arthur,' said Tennyson, 
' I always meant the soul, and by the Round Table the passions 
and capacities of man.' The history has now all but won 
over into the mythical. Change the names, and every trace 
of literal fact will have vanished ; the story will have escaped 
from time into eternity. 

When we study this process, we seem to make out two 
phases of it, which, for the criticism of Thucydides, it is 
necessary to distinguish. The more important and pervasive 

^ We aMome ihftt Arthur was lustorio ; but he may have been AretnmB 
for aU we know. 
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of the two is the moulding of fact into types of myth con- 
tributed by traditional habits of thought. This process 
V of infiguration (if we may coin the word) may be carried 
to any degree. Sometimes the facts happen to fit the mould, 
and require hardly any modification; mere unconscious 
selection is enough. In other cases they have to be stretched 
a little here, and patted down there, and given a twist before 
they will fit. In extreme instances, where a piece is missing, 
it is supplied by mythological inference from the interrupted 
portions which call for completion ; and here we reach the 
other phase of the process, namely invention. This is no 
longer a matter of imparting a form to raw material ; it 
is the creation of fresh material when the supply of fact 
is not sufficient to fill the mould. It leads further to the 
embroidery of fabulous anecdote, which not only has no 
basis in &ct, but is a superfluous addition, related to fact 
as illustrations in a book are related to the text. 

The process, in both its phases, can be illustrated from 
the version preserved by Thucydides^ of the legend of 
\ Harmodius and Aristogeiton, the tyrant-slayers. Harmodius' 
{ sister, whom the tyrant insults, makes her first appearance 
in this account. She is superfluous, since the murderers 
had already a sufficient private motive arising out of the 
love-quarrel. That is not in itself an argument against 
her historical character, for superfluous people sometimes 
( do exist; but other circumstances make it not improbable 
that she owes her existence to the mythical t}rpe which 
normally appears in legend when tyrants have to be slain. 
The two brothers, or lovers, and the injured sister, or wife — 
the relationships vary — are the standing dramcdis personae 
on such occasions. CoUatinus, Brutus, and Lucretia are 
another example from legend ; while the purely mythical 
t}rpe which shapes such legends is seen in the Dioscuri 
and Helen.^ The suggestion is that Harmodius and Aris- 

^ vi. 64ff. 

' Even aspirantB to tyranny have to be killed on this pattern. Thus one 
version of Alcibiades' death was that the brothers of a wSman with whom he 
was spending the night set fire to the house and cut him down as he leapt 
out through the flames. Plut. vit, Akib, fin. 
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togeiton were identified with the Heavenly Twins. If 
there is any truth in the story of how Feisistratus was 
conducted back to Athens by a woman dressed as Athena 
and accepted by the citizens as the goddess in person,^ it 
is not surprising that the next generation of Athenians 
should have recognized the Dioscuri in Harmodius and his 
friend. Given that identification^ the injured sister is felt 
to be a desirable, if not indispensable, accessory; she is 
filled in by inference, and she becomes a candidate for 
the place of ' basket-bearer ' in the Fanathenaic procession, 
at which the murder took place. Thus, the legend of 
Harmodius illustrates both the phases of the process we 
described : first, it is moulded on the mythical type of the 
Heavenly Twins, and then invention supplies the missing 
third figure.' [ 

Mythical types of this sort can be discovered and classified I 
only after a wide sujrvey of comparative Mythistoria ; for we ] 
all take our own habits of thought for granted, and we cannot 
perceive their bias except by contrast. The Greek who knew \ 
only Greek legend could not possibly disengage the substance 
fi'om the form ; all he could do was to prune away the fabulous \ 
and supernatural overgrowths, and cut down poetry into ' 
prose. It is thus that Thucydides treats myths like the story 
of Tereus, Frocne, and Fhilomela^; he rationalizes them, \ 
thinking that he has reduced them to history when he has 
removed unattested and improbable accretions, such as the 
transformation of Tereus into a hoopoe. But history can- 
not be made by this process (which is still in use); all 
that we get is, not the original facts, but a mutilated legend ; ^' 
and this may very well be so mutilated that it is no longer 
possible to distinguish the informing element of fiction, which 
was discernible till we effaced the dues. 

The phenomenon that especiaUy concerns us now is some- 

^ Herod. L 60. 

* On this subject see Miieke^ Vom EupknU mum Tiber (1899), who points out 
other examples of the mythical type. 
» ii29. 
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thing much wider than the mythical infiguration of a single 
incident here or there, such as the legend of the Tyrant- 
slayers. It is the moulding of a long series of events into 
a plan determined by an art form. When we set the Persians 
of Aeschylus beside the history of Herodotus, we see at once 
that the tragedian in dramatizing the events of Xei'xes* inva- 
sion, some of which he had personally witnessed, has also 
worked them into a theological scheme, preconceived and 
contributed by his own mind. Further we remark that 
Herodotus, although he is operating in a different medium 
and writing a saga about the glory of Athens, uses the same 
theological train of thought as a groundwork, and falls in 
with the dramatic conception of Aeschylus. This is a case 
of the infiguration of a whole train of events by a form which 
is mythical, in so far as it involves a theological theory of 
sinful pride punished by jealous divinity, and is also an art 
form, by which the action is shaped on dramatic principles 
of construction, involving such features as climax, reversal, 
catastrophe. The theory and the form together provide the 
setting of the whole story — the element which makes it a 
work of art. This element is so structural that it cannot 
be removed without the whole fabric falling to pieces, and 
at the same time so latent and pervasive, as not to be per- 
ceptible until the entire work is reviewed in its large outline. 
Even then it can be detected only by a critic who is on 
his guard and has not the same scheme inwrought into the 
substance of his own mind ; for if he is himself disposed to 
see the events in conformity with the scheme, then the story 
will answer his expectation and look to him perfectly 
natural. 

When Thucydides speaks of 'the mythical', it seems 
probable from the context that he is thinking chiefly of 
inventive ' embellishment '. The accretions of fabulous anec- 
dote are comparatively easy to detect ; they often bring in 
the supernatural in the forms of vulgar superstition, and 
being for this reason improbable, they require better evidence 
than is forthcoming. Also, poets tend to magnify their 
theme for purposes of panegyric, flattering to their audience ; 
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they will, for instance, represent Agamemnon's expedition 
as much larger than it probably was. It is on these grounds 
that Thuoydides objects to the evidence of Ionian Epos and 
Herodotean story-telling.^ He warns us against the faults 
which struck his notice ; and he was on his guard against 
them, even more than against the popular superstition and 
I — dogmatic philosophy of the day, which he tacitly repudiates. 
But there was one thing against which he does not warn us, 
precisely because it was the framework of his own thought, 
not one among the objects of reflection, — a scheme contributed, 
like the Kantian categories of space and time, by the mind 
itself to whatever was presented from outside. Thucydides, 
like Descartes, thought he had stripped himself bare of every 
preconception; but, as happened also with Descartes, his 
work shows that there was after all a residuum wrought 
into the substance of his mind and ineradicable because 
unperceived. This residuum was his philosophy of human ' 
nature, as it is set forth in the speech of Diodotus, — a theory 
of the passions and of their working which carried with it 
a principle of dramatic construction presently to be described. 
That he was not forearmed against this, he himself shows 
when, in attacking Herodotus, he accuses him of trivial errors 
of fact, and does not bring the one sweeping and valid in- 
dictment which is perfectly relevant to his own point about 
the embellishment of the Persian War. The ^amatic con- 
struction of Herodotus' work, which stares a modem reader 
in the face, apparently escaped the observation of his severest 
ancient critic. 

Another proof can be drawn from Thucydides' own account 
of a series of events which he evidently believed to be 
historical, the closing incidents, namely, of Fausanias' career.' 
He shows us the Spartan king intriguing with the Persian, 

^ Gf. Pint. ffioZi^. Barod. 8 (866 d) oI ycl^ kK^oKm, itai vapaerpomaX r^f taroplas 
fiAXiara rc*t ftdOott USoimu «a2 rau dpxBuoXoyUuSf in H vpdf robs iiralyavs. This 
refers to digreesiona (vopn^cai), which are regarded as legitimate, whea 
used for the purposes named. 
L 128 if. 
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and * bent upon the empire of Hellas '• Faosanias commits 
certain treacherous acts ; boosts of his power to the Great 
King ; ' intends, if the king please, to marry his daughter ' ; 
is 80 ' uplifted ' by the king's answer that he can no longer 
live like ordinary men;^ behaves like an oriental; cannot 
keep silence about his larger designs ; makes himself difficult 
of access, and displays a harsh temper. We know all these 
symptoms well enough, and we foresee the end. Fausanias 
is recalled, but the evidence against him is insufficient. He 
writes a letter betraying his designs and ending with an order 
for the execution of the bearer. The messenger, whose sus- 
picions are aroused, opens the letter and shows it to the 
authoiities at Sparta. The ephors arrange that they shall 
be concealed behind a partition and overhear a conversation 
between the king and his treacherous messenger, who contrives 
to draw from Fausanias a full and damning avowaL The end 
follows in the Brazen House. 

This is not the sort of thing that Thucydides objects to 
as 'mythical'; it is not 'fabulous', not the**embroidery of 
mere poetical invention ; and so he reports it all in perfect 
good faith. What does not strike him, and what does strike 
us, is that the story is a drama, framed on familiar lines, 
and ready to be transferred to the stage without the altera- 
tion of a detail. The earlier part is a complete presentation 
of the 'insolent' typej)f character. The climax is reached 
by a perfect example of * Recoil ' (TrcptWreia), where the hero 
gives the fatal letter to the messenger, and thus by his own 
action precipitates the catastrophe. The last scene is staged 
by means of a theatrical property now so cheapened by use 
as to be barely respectable — a screen ! ' The manner of the 
hero's death involved sacrilege, and was believed to bring 
a curse upon his executioners. Could we have better proof 

^ Thuc i. 180 9oXXf r6r€ /loAXor ^pro mi ohKhi Mvaro Ir rfr xa^ccrrttm 

' It is possible that in this soene we can just traoe a diamatio motive, 
which is aU but rationalized away, — the idea, namely, that Fausanias 
cannot &11 tiU he hss commUUd himae^liy kis own ad, to which act he must 
be tempted by the traitor. This feature of Aeschylean drama wiU be 
discussed in the next chapter. 
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that Tbucydides was not on his guard against dramatic 
constmction, and was predisposed to see in the working of 
events a train of ' causes ' which tragedy had made familiar ? 
When we are alive to the dramatic setting, we can infer 
with some certainty the stages through which the Thucy- 
didean story of Fausanias has passed. The original stratum 
of fact must have been that Fausanias somehow misconducted 
himself, was recalled, and put to death in circumstances 
which were capable of being used by superstition and policy 
against the ephors. These facts worked loose into a legend, 
shaped by imagination on the model of preconceived morality 
and views of human nature. The motdd is supplied by drama ; 
and meanwhile fiibulous invention is busy in many minds, 
embroidering the tale with illustrative anecdotes.^ Tbucy- 
dides brushes away these extravagant and unattested accre- 
tions, and reduces the legend again to what seemed to him 
a natural series of events. It is only we who can perceive 
that what he has left is the dramatized legend, not the 
historical fSa^sts out of which it was worked up. It is not 
wildly paradoxical to think that the historian who accepted 
the legend of Fausanias might frame on the same pattern 
the legend of Cleon. Not that Tbucydides invented any*1 
thing ; all that was needed was to select, half unconsciously, 
those parts of his life which of themselves composed the \ 
pattern.' 

We must now come to closer quarters with the epithet 
' dramatic '. It is worth noting, at the outset, that in the 
mere matter of external form, the history seems to show the 
influence of tragedy, — a fact which need not surprise us, if 
we remember Uiat Tbucydide s had no giodel for historica l 
writing. T he brief abstract of the annalist was a scaffold, 
not a building; and Tbucydides was an architect, not a 
carpenter. Chroniclers and story-writers like Herodotus had 

^ Some of these anecdotes, preseryed by Herodotusi wUl oome up for 
discussion later. 

' Another instance is Thucydidee' narrative of Themistoclee' latter days. 
This is rationalized Saga-history, influenced by drama. 
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chosen the lax form of epic^ oongenial to ramblers; bat 
whatever the histoiy was to be, it was not to be like 
Herodotus^ and it was to draw no inspiration £rom the 
tradition of Ionian Epos. So Thucjdides turned to drama — 
the only other developed fprm of literature then existing 
which could furnish a hint for the new type to be created. 
The severe outline and scrupulous limitations of this form 
satisfied his instinct for self-suppression. The epic poet 
stands before his audience and tells his own tale; but the 
dramatist never appears at all: the 'thing done' {bpafia) 
works itself out before the spectators' eyes ; the thing said 
comes straight from the lips of the actors. 

Best of all, to Thucydides' thinking, if we, of after times, 

could ourselves have watched every battle as it was won and 

lost, and ourselves have heard every speech of envoy and 

statesman ; we should then have known all, and much more 

than all, this history was designed to tell. But as this cannot 

be, we are to have the next thing to it ; we shall sit as in 

a theatre, where the historian will erect his mimic stage and 

hold the mirror up to Nature. Himself will play the part of 

' messenger ' and narrate ' what was actually done ' with just 

so much of vividness as the extent of his own information 

warrants. For the rest, the actors shall tell their own tale, as 

near as may be, in the very words they used, * as I heard them 

myself, or as others reported them.' 

) I Speeches are much more prominent in Thucydides' history 

than they are in that of Herodotus. The change seems partly 

I due to the later historian's preference for setting forth motives 

; in the form of ' pretexts ', instead of giving his own opinion ; 

I but it is also due to his being an Athenian. Plato similarly 

i^l chose to cast his speculations in the dramatic form of dialogue, 

\ allowing various points of view to be expressed by typical 

representatives, without committing himself to any of them. 

Even oratory at Athens was dramatically conceived; the 

\ speech-writer did not appear as advocate in court ; he wrote 

\ speeches in character to be delivered by his clients. It has 

. I often been remarked that the debates in Thucydides resemble 

^ • in some points of technique the debates in a Euripidean play. 



\ 



I 



HYTHISTORIA AND THE DRAMA 139 

There is moreover in one respect an intellectual kinship 
between Thucydides and the dramatist who was contempora- 
neously moulding the form of tragedy to the strange uses of 
realism, and working away from Aeschylus as Thucydides 
had to work away from Herodotus. The two men are of very 
different temperaments ; but in both we seem to find the same 
sombre spirit of renunciation, the same conscious resolve 
nowhere to overstep the actual, but to present the naked 
\ thou^^its And actions of humanity, just as they saw them. 
Ifo matter how c^ude^the^fght,llOw harsK'the oiiffihe, so^that.. 
the thing done and the thing said shall stand out as they 
were, in isolated sharpness, though 

Hist is under and mist aboTe, ... / 

And we drift on legends for ever.^ ' 

These considerations, however, touch only the question of 
external form : they show why so much that we should state 
directly is stated indirectly by Thucydides, in speeches. The 
choice of this form is consistent with a complete absence of 
j)lot or of dramatic construction : otherwise Thucydides could 
not have chosen it at starting ; for at that moment the plot 
lay in the unknown future. We mention the point only 
because evidently it was somewhat easier for an historian 
who consciously borrowed the outward form of tragedy, to 
take unconsciously the further step, and fall in with its 
inward form and principle of design. It is this which we 
now wish to define more closely. The type of drama we 
have detected in the history is not the Euripidean type; 
. it will be found, on examination, to show an analogy with I 
I the older form existing in the tragedies of Aeschylus. 

The resemblances are reducible to two main points. The 
I first is an analogy of technical construction, seen in the use 
1 and correlation of ^different parts of the work. The second 
is a community of psychological conceptions : a mode of 
presenting character, and also a theory of the passions which 
has a place not only in psychology, but in ethics. We shall 
begin by studying the structure ; but we may bear in mind 

^ Eurip. EippoL 191 if. Mr. Gilbert Murray's translation. 
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that this Btructure is closely involved with the psychological 
theory. 

An art form, snch as the Aeschylean dmma, shapes itself 
as a sort of crust over certain beliefs which harden into that 
outline. When this has happened, the beliefs themselves — 
the content of the mould — may gradually be modified and 
transmuted in many ways. Finally, they may melt and 
almost fade away^ leaving the type, which is preserved as 
a traditional form of art. This survival of an element of 
technical consixuction may be illustrated by the instance of 

* reversal' (irepi-jr^rcta). A * reversal of fortune* is the cardinal 
I I point of primitive tragedy ; and it originally means an over- 

i throw caused by an external supernatural agency — Fate or 
* an angry god. When the belief in such agencies fades, 

* reversal ' remains as a feature in drama ; but the change of 
situation is now caused by the hero's own act. The notion 
of 'recoil' comes in: that is to say, the fatal action itself 
produces results just the opposite of those intended — a per- 
fectly natural occurrence. In this way a piece of technique 

I outlasts the belief which gave rise to it. 

The Aeschylean drama appears to us to have gone through 
a process of this kind. The structure, as we find it^ seems 
to imply an original content of belie& in some respects more 
\ primitive than those explicitly held by Aeschylus himself, but 
< surviving in his mind with sufficient strength to influence his 
work. Similarly, as we hope to show, in transmission firom 
Aeschylus to Thucydides, the dramatic type has again out- 
lasted much of the belief which informed it in the Aeschylean 
^ 1 stage. It is the artistic structure which is permanent ; the 
content changes with the advance of thought. Hence, if we 
point to Aeschylean technique in Thucydides, we are not 
necessarily attributing to him the creed of Aeschylus. 

We must first attempt to describe the structure of Aeschy- 
lean tragedy.^ In order to understand it we must try to 

^ The description whieh follows is based on an analysis of the impression 
made on the writer by an Aeschylean tragedy. It is of coarse not sus- 
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imagine a yet more primitive stage in the development of the 
drama than any represented in extant Greek literature, a 
stage which the earliest of Aeschylus' plays has already left 
some way behind. A glance at the development of modem 
drama may help us. 

Certain features which survived in Greek tragedy suggest 
that we should look back to a type somewhat resembling 
the mediaeval mystery and some of the earliest modem 
dramas, such as Everyman, which are like the mystery in 
being religious performances and in the element of allegorical 
abstraction. Their effect, due in part to each of these 
features, may be described as nymbolic. Everyman is a 
sermon made visible. To watch it is like watching the 
pastime called 'living chess '^ in which the pieces are men 
and women, but the man who is dressed like a bishop is 
nothing more than a chessman who happens to be automatic. 
He has not the episcopal character; his dress is a disguise 
with nothing behind it; his words, if he spoke, would be 
the speech of a parrot. And so it is with Everyman. The 
persons are not persons at all^ but per8(ma£t masks, symbols, 
the vehicles of abstract ideas. They do not exist, and could 
not be conceived as existing, in real space and time. They 
have no human characters, no inward motives, no life of 
their own. Everyman, as his name is meant to show, is 
in fact not a man, but Man, the universal. 

The main development of modem drama shows, in one 
of its aspects, the process by which this symbolic method 
gives way to the realistic. The process consists in the gradual 
filling in of the human being behind the mask, till the 
humanity is sufficiently concrete and vital to burst the shell 
and step forth in solid flesh and blood. The symbol comes 
to contain a type of character; the type is particularized 
into a unique individual. The creature now has an inde- 
pendent status and behaviour of its own. Every gesture 
and every word must be such as would be used by an 

oeptible of demonstration ; the only test ia the reader's own impression. 
The description is not exhanstiye, but is designed only to bring out a 
neglected aspect. 
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ordinary human being with the given character in the given 
situation. Once created, the personality is an original centre ; 
it cannot be made to do what we please or to utter our 
thoughts. In some such terms as these a modem novelist 
or playwright will speak of his characters; and it is thus 
that they appear to us. 

Now we can observe a certain intermediate stage in which 
these two methods, the symbolic and the realistic, are 
balanced in antagonism, so as to produce a curious effect of 
tension and incoherency. A good instance is Marlowe's 
Fauetv^. Faustus himself occupies the central plane; he 
is a living man, but still imprisoned in a symbolical type. 
The intrusion of humanity has gone far enough to disturb 
the abstract effect, and it reacts on some of the persons in 
the play who ought to be purely symbolic. Lucifer, it is 
true, is kept apart and remains non-human; but Mephis- 
tophilis oscillates in our imagination between the ideal and 
reality, with a distressing result. Again, on a lower level 
than Faustus there is yet another grade of persons, in contrast 
with whom he shows up as heroic and ideal. These are the 
vintner, the horse-courser, and other pieces of common clay 
picked out of a London alley ; they belong to a different 
world, and we feel that they could no more communicate 
with the tragic characters than men can talk with angels.^ 
Thus there are in this one play four sets or orders of persons: 
(1) the purely abstract and iywhclic, such as Lucifer, who 
only appears on an upper stage at certain moments, and 
takes no part in the action ; (2) the irderTnedicLtey for instance 
Mephistophilis, who ought to be symbolic, but treads the 
lower stage, a cowled enigma,' horrible because at moments 
he ceases to be symbolic without becoming human ; (3) the \ 

^ We hope it is tnie that Marlowe did not write the comic scenes ; bat we 
are only concerned vrith the effect of the play as it stands. 

' In the Elizabethan Stage Society's representation Mephistophilis is 
cowled and hU foot ia never eeen. The effect is indescribably horrible. At 
certain moments in Greek Tragedy the mask must haye produced a some- 
what similar effect, though the familiarity of the conyention would make it 
much less in degree. The longing to see the aotor*s face, when his words 
are enigmatic, is almost enough to drive a modem spectator insane. 
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heroic or tragic: FaustuB, who is an ideal half realized, 
hanging together on its own plane; (4) the real: common 
mortals y^o would attract no attention in Fleet Street. 

The Greek drama, although in the detail of historical 
development it started at a different point from the modem, 
and followed another course, seems, nevertheless, to pass 
through a phase analogous to that which we have just de- 
scribed. The original substance of the drama was the choral 
lyric ; the actors (as they afterwards became) began as an 
excrescence. At a certain stage the actors are assimilated 
to the chorus and move in the same atmosphere. Thus in 
the earliest play of Aeschylus, the Suppliants, we find that 
the chorus of Danaids are actually the heroines of the action, 
which centres round them, so that they are not merely on 
the same plane with the actors, but themselves a complex 
actor, and the effect is simple, coherent, and uniform. In 
the Prometheus, again, the chorus belong to the same ideal 
world as the Titan hero, a world in which abstract symbols 
like Mastery and Violence can move without showing as 
unreal against the other persons.^ The whole drama is on 
the symbolic plane, the life in it being due to anthropo- 
morphic imagination, not to the intrusion of realism. 

But in the latest plays of Aeschylus, the beginning of 
a change is clearly marked : the actors are becoming human, 
while the lyric is rising above them, or else remains sus- 
pended in a rarer atmosphere from which they are sinking. 
This is a natural stage in the passage from pure symbolism 
to realism. The advance shows itself externally in the 
drifting apart of the lyrical element from the dialogue,—- 
a separation which, of course, widens in the later tragedians, 
till the choral ode, though still an indispensable and very 1 
beautiful feature, becomes in point of construction little more 
than an interlude, which relieves the concentrated intensity 
of the action. This change is commonly taken as a pheno* 
menon which needs no explanation ; but really it is caused 

^ Contrast the utter unreality of Iris and Lysta in the Hireulti Fuirtns, 
They axe tolerable only when regarded as dream-phantoms. 
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inevitably by the comvrig to life of the persons in the drama. 
In proportion as these become more real, the lyric becomes 
more ideal and further removed from the action. 

In the stage observable in Aeschylus' latest plays, the 
choral part is still drarruUic, and of equal importance with 
the dialogue. The two elements are evenly balanced; but 
at the same time they have begun to occupy different worlds, 
so that we are sensible of the transition from one to the 
other. The result is a curious duplication of the drama which 
now has two aspects, the one universal and timeless, the other 
particular and temporal. 

The nature of this phenomenon will, we hope, become clear, 
if we take as an illustration the Agamemnon. In this play, 
the visible presentation shows how the conqueror of Troy 
came home and was murdered by the queen. The events 
that go forward on the stage are partictdar events, located at 
a point of legendary time ^ and of real space. The characters are 
certain individuals, legendary or historic — there is to Aeschylus 
no difference here — ^who lived at that moment and trod that 
spot of earth. But in the choral odes the action is lifted out 
of time and place on to the plane of the universal. When the 
stage is clear and the visible presentation is for the time 
suspended, then, above and beyond the transient spectacle of 
a few suffering mortals caught, just there and then, in the net 
of crime, loom up in migestic distance and awful outline the 
truths established, more unchangeably than the mountains, 
in the eternal counsels of Zeus. The pulse of momentary 
passion dies down; the dash and conflict of human wills, 
which just now had held us in breathless concentration, sink 
and dwindle to the scale of a puppet-show ; while the enduring 
song of Destiny unrolls the theme of blood-haunted Insolence 
lured by insistent Temptation into the toils of Doom. As 

^ By legendary time we mean the time occupied by events which have 
worked so loose from real time that yon can only date them within a cen- 
tury or so, and do not think of dating them at all, till challenged. They 
are near the stage in which the only date is ' onoe-upon-a-time ', the yeige 
of mythical time which has no dates at all. 
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though on a higher stage, uncurtained in the choral part, 
another company of actors concurrently plays out a more 
majestic and symbolic drama. On this invisible scene walk 
the figures of Hybris and Feitho, of Nemesis and Ate — ^not 
the bloodless abstractions of later allegory, but still clothed 
in the glowing lineaments of supernatural reality. The 
curtain lifts for a timeless moment on the spectacle of human 
life in an aspect known to the all-seeing eyes of Zeus ; and 
when it drops again, we turn back to the mortal tragedy of 
Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, enlightened, purified, uplifted, 
calm.^ 

Thus we find in Aeschylus something analogous to the 
hierarchy of persons we noted in Fauetus; although, for 
various reasons, there is not the same crude effect of 
incoherency and tension. The supernatural characters — 
Zeus, supreme above all, and the demonic figures^ o{ Hybris, 
Nemesis, Ate, and the rest, are not seen, as^ Lucifer is seen on 
the upper stage of the Elizabethan theatre, but remain in the 
spiritual world to which lyrical emotion exalts the inward 
eye — the world where metaphor (as we call it) is the very 
stuff of reality, where Cassandra quickens and breathes, and 
whence she strays among mortal men like a fallen spirit, 
sweet- voiced, mad, and broken-winged. Hence the effect 
is far more awful and solemn than the actual apparition of 
Lucifer; and when Apollo and Athene and the spirits of 
vengeance take human shape in the Ea/memdea^ a spell is 
broken, a veil rent, an impression shattered, for which not 
the most splendid symphony of poetical language can atone. 

Here, however, we would confine our attention to the 
Aga/mefm/non. At the lower end of the scale we find a further 
advance of realism in some minor characters, the watchman \ 
and the herald; the nurse in the CJioephori is of the same 
order. These are allowed some wonderful touches of common 
humanity, below the heroic level ; for they are not directly 

^ Tho metaphor of the inviuble upper stage which the writer has used 
in deeoribing his impression will be shown later to haye justifioation in 
aneient pictorial art. 

* This expression will be Justified later. 

L 
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concerned in the central action, and a little irrelevant 
naturalism does no harm, if it is not carried tax. But they 
are only just below the heroic standard, and are certainly not 
the sort of people you would have met in a walk to the 
Piraeus. 

Thus, the two planes in the Agamemifuyn are divided by 
an interval less wide and less abrupt than the divisions in 

' Favstua. In psychological conception also the union is 
very close, since the heroic characters are still so abstract 
and symbolic that they are barely distinguishable firom the 
pure abstractions of the lyrical world. Agamemnon, for in- 

^ stance, is simply Hybris typified in a legendary person. He 
is a hero flown with 'insolence' (the pride and elation of 
victory), and that is all that can be said of him. He is not, 
like a character in Ibsen, a complete human being with 
a complex personality, — a centre from which relations radiate 
to innumerable points of contact in a universe of indifferent 
fact. He has not a continuous history: nothing has ever 
happened to him except the conquest of Troy and the sacrifice 
of Iphigenia; nothing ever could happen to him except 
Pride's fall and the stroke of the axe. As we see him, he 
is not a man, but a single state^sC^jJund, which has never 
been preceded by^otEeFlitates of mind (except one, at the 
sacrifice in Aulis), but is isolated, without context, margin, 
or atmosphere. Every word he says, in so far as he speaks 
for himself and not for the poet, comes straight out of that 
state of mind and expresses some phase of it. He has a 

I definite relation to Cassandra, a definite relation to Clytem- 

\ nestra ; but no relation to anything else. K he can be said 
to have a character at all, it consists solely of certain defects 
which make him liable to Insolence ; if he has any circv/m^ 
stances, they are only those which prompt him to his besetting 
passion. 
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Now it is in some such way as this that Thucydides 
presents his principal characters. Cleon is a good instance. 
He is allowed no individuality, no past history, no atmo- 
sphere, no irrelevant relations. He enters the story abruptly 
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from nowhere. A single phrase fixes his type, as though 
on a play-bill : * Cleon, the most violent of the citizens and 
first in the people's confidence ' ; that is all we know of him. 
There follows a speech in which the type reveals itself in 
a state of mind, — Violence in its several phases. Then he 
vanishes, to reappear, before Sphacteria, as Violence with one 
of its aspects (' covetousness ') emphasized, and a sudden 
passion of ambitious self-confidence (ikiiCs) added thereto. 
Finally, we see him wrecked by this passion at Amphipolis. 
Pericles is introduced in the same way, with a single epithet : 
'Pericles, the son of Xanthippos, a man at that time first 
among the Athenians, and most powerfvl (dwarcSraro?) in 
action and in speech.'^ His characteristic quality is wise 
foresight {yvdiiri — the opening word of his first speech ^) ; and 
he stands also, in the Funeral Oration, for the ^[ory (rt/xY{) 
of Athens. Alcibiades we shall study later. In every case 
the principal characters are nearly as far removed from 
realism, nearly as abstract and impersonal as the heroic 
characters in Aeschylus. Thucydides, in feust, learnt his 
psychology from the drama, just as we modems {whether 
historians or not) learn ours, not by direct observation, but . 
from the drama and the novel. 

But we can carry the analogy further ; it extends to minor 
points of Aeschylean technical construction, which foUow 
naturally upon the drifting apart of lyric and dialogue. In 
the Agamem/rion we note that the separation of the two 
planes has gone far enough to make it impossible for the > 
members of the chorus to interfere with the action at its 
crisis. The elders, when they hear the death-cry^ cannot 
enter the palace; not because the door is locked, nor yet 
because they are feeble old men. Bather they are old men 
because an impassable barrier of convention is forming 
between chorus and actors, and their age gives colour to 
their powerlessness. The need of a separate stage for the 
actors, though tradition may cling to the old orchestra, is 
already felt. The poet is half aware of the imaginative 

' Thuo. i. 189. * Thuo. i 140. 
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separations and he bridges it by links of two kinds — ^formal 
links of technical device, and internal connexions of a psycho- 
logical sort, which will occupy us in the next chapter. 

The formal links are provided by what is called 'tragic 

irony'. The dialogue is so contrived that, instructed by the 

lyric, we can catch in it allusions to grander themes than any 

of which the speakers are conscious, and follow the action 

with eyes opened to a universal significance, hidden from 

the agents themselves. Tragic irony, however, is not a 

deliberately invented artifice; it arises of itself in the 

advance from the purely symbolic stage of drama. In that 

earliest stage the whole dialogue might be called ' ironical ', 

in the sense that it is the poet's message to the audience, not 

the expression of the persons' characters, for they have none. 

But it becomes ironical in the strict sense only when the 

persons begin to have elementary characters and minds, and 

so to be conscious of one meaning of their words, which is 

not the whole meaning or the most important The effect 

is now no longer merely symbolic, but hypnotic ; the speaker 

on the stage is like a somnambulist — alive, but controlled 

and occupied by an external personality, the playwright. 

)) Tragic irony is used by Aeschylus with great freedom; 

because his persons are still so near to the symbolic, they 

have so little character and psychology of their own, that 

they do not mind serving as mouthpieces. Here and there 

we find instances of perfect irony, where the speaker's words 

\ bear both constructions equally well, and are at once the . ^ 

I natural expression of the appropriate state of mind and alsor ' 

^ a message from the poet to the spectator, applying one of the 

lyrical themes. This is the only sort of irony admitted by 

Sophocles, whose characters have become so human that they 

will not speak merely for another. In Aeschylus^ however, 

there are whole speeches which are hypnotic, and hardly in 

character at all. The effect is so unfamiliar to readers 

schooled in realism that it is often missed 

The first two speeches of Clytemnestra, for instance, seem 
to be of this kind ; notably, the beacon speech. If we try 
to interpret this as a realistic revelation of Clytemnestra's 
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character and thoughts, we shall not find that it helps us 
to much insight, because its main function has nothing to 
do with her character. The poet is speaking through her, 
and the thoughts are his. The early part of the play, down 
to the entrance of Agamemnon, is an overture, in which 
Aeschylus musters and marshals the abstract themes which 
are to be the framework of the trilogy. One of them is 
expressed in the beacon speech; and it is this. The fire 
of Idaean Zeus has fallen upon Troy, 'neither before its 
season nor striking as an idle glancing shaft beyond the 
stars ' ; but that sa/me fire, the symbol of Justice, speeds 
now to * strike the roof of the Atreidae'. From mountain 
top it leaps and hastens across the sea to mountain top; 
and like the torch passed from hand to hand in the race, 
it is itself a runner and the only one which ' running first 
and last reaches the goal '.^ This description of the symbolic 
fire conducted along the beacon chain is given to Clytemnestra 
because it can be given to no one else, not because^ it is the 
best means of illustrating her psychology. The speech, 
by the way, also exhibits another artifice employed to 
link the two planes — the allusive verbal echo between 
dialogue and lyiic. The symbol of the fire, in a slightly 
varied form, recurs at the beginning of the next chorus, 
and the keyword {aKqirr^iv) is reiterated to mark the 
correspondence. 

Now the speeches in Thucydides can be roughly classed ^.^ 
under four heads. There are, first, a few realistic speeches 
by minor characters ; for instance, the short, sharp utterance 
of the Spartan ephor,' which has the trick of the laconic 

> The notion that it is the mme fire which passes from beacon to beacon 
if subtly conveyed throaghout Note especially the words : wifAwttv and its 
deriyatiyes, repeated many times (' conduct ', ' send on its way') ; vopcvrov 
Xa/tw6Sos 299; ^Sn ftoX&y 806; oBivowra Aa/A««^f irwtpBopowra 808, and so on. 
Towards the end comes thrice the ominous word indiwrtof : t<ncrj[^f€i^ 814 ; 
tcKfpl^ 820 ; «d[rcir' *ATpti9&v ks T6d€ ffK^nru ariyos \ ^6os rW o^m Smwww 
l9alov wvp6t 822 ; echoed in the foUowing chorus : Smn dr | /o^c wf>6 mupov 

' Thuc i. 86 (Sthenelaldas). 
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practical man. Next, there are idealistic speeches, designed 
as direct expressions of character or of national ideals ; 
the Funeral Oration will serve as an example. These shade 

^ off, through a class in which sketches of national character 
are introduced indirectly, with some strain upon dramatic 
probability,^ into a class where irony is openly employed 
in the tragic manner. Cleon's Mytilenean speech, for in- 
stance, is ^early all of the character-revealing sort, but it 
contains a passage about the evil results of exceptional 
prosperity which is without any true application to the 
position of Lesbos or to the history of the revolt. It runs 
as follows^: 

^ ' Conceiving a reckless confidence in the future, and hopes 
that outran their strength though they fell short of their 
desires, they went to war ; and they thought fit to prefer 
might to right, for where they thought they saw a chance 
of success, they set upon us when we were doing them no 
wrong. It is always so : when exceptional prosperity comes 
sudden and unexpected to a city, it turns to insolence : and, 
in general, good fortune is safer for mankind when it answers 
to calculation than when it surpasses expectation, and one 
might almost say that men find it easier to drive away 
adversity than to preserve prosperity. We were wrong 
from the first. We ought never to have put the Mytileneans 
above the rest by exceptional treatment ; then their insolence 
would not have come to this height. It is a general rule 
that human nature despises fiattery, and respects unyielding 
strength.' 

These words are patently inapplicable to the revolted 
island, whose exceptional position was notoriously a survival 
of the status originally enjoyed by every one of the allies, 
but now forfeited by all but a few ; to speak of it as a 
sudden access of prosperity is simply meaningless. We 
are driven to see in the passage a use of tragic irony ; Thucy- 
dides puts into Cleon's mouth the vei^' moral which his 

> own career is to illustrate. The device is unskilfully em- 

^ e. g. the CorinthiAna* skeioh of the AtheHian eharacter, i. 70. 
« iii. 89. 8. 
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ployed, since dramatic probability is too completely sacrificed. 
Sophocles would not have passed these sentences, which on 
the speaker's lips have not even a plausible meaning; but 
Aeschylus would have* passed them, and after all Thucydides 
was only an amateurtragedian; 

A fourth use of speeches is illustrated by the Spartan 
envoys' homily before Sphacteria. This is still further re- 
moved from realism, and resembles the beacon speech, which 
is but one degree below the lyric plane. The historian, 
reluctant to break silence in his own person, sets forth 
the theme and framework of his drama in the form of a 
solemn warning. He has already described the Athenians ^ 
at Fylos as * wishing to follow up their present good fortune 
to the furthest point '.^ This is a dangerous frame of mind, 
against which Themistodes had warned the Athenians after 
Salamis, when they wished to press forward and destroy 
the Persians' bridges over the Hellespont.' 'I have often,' 
says Themistodes, ' myself witnessed occasions, and I have 
heard of many from others, where men who had been 
conquered by an enemy, having been driven quite to des- 
peration, have renewed the fight and retrieved their former 
disasters. We have now had the great good luck (ci^/n^fxa 
tipifiKaiuv) to save both ourselves and all Greece by the 
repulse of this vast doud of men; let us then be content 
and not press them too hard, now that they have begun 
to fiy. Be sure that we have not done this by our own 
might. It is the work of gods and heroes, who were jealous 
that one man should be king at once of Europe and Asia. . . . 
At present all is well with us — let us then abide in Greece, 
and look to ourselves and to our families.' 

The warning of the Spartan envoys is conceived in the same 
spirit; but it is unheeded and unanswered. No answer, 
indeed, wm possible ; the speech is not an argument, but 
a prophecy. A reply from Cleon, a statement of the war 
party's policy, such as modem critics desiderate, would be as 
inappropriate as a reply from Clytemnestra to the Second 

^ iy. 14. 8 iSovA^/icyoi rp wapo^ajf r^xv ^ ^'^ ftKuarw kwf£€X0€ty, 
* Herod. Tiii. 109 Rawlinson trans. 
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Choms in the Aga/memryon. The stage is dear while this 
prophecy, addressed not to the actors but to the spectators, 
passes unheard by those who, could they have heard it, might 
have been saved. 

One further point of formal resemblance between Aeschylus 
and Thucydides is the allusive echoing of significant phrases, 
which sustain the moral motive dominant in the plot. We 
have seen an instance of this device in the repetition of the 
words * coveting more ' {vXiovos ipiy^trBoi)^ which reappear at 
critical moments after the use of them in the envoys' speech ; 
and we shall note other examples later. This completes the 
analogy with Aeschylean form, so far as concerns external 
peculiarities. 

Before returning to Thucydides' narrative, however, we 
have yet to analyse a somewhat complex feature of Aeschylean 
psychology, which is connected with the irdemial relations 
between the two phases of the drama — the universal, or 
supernatural, and the particular, or human. We shall then 
be in a position to consider whether some traces of this 
psychology are not to be seen in Thucydides' treatment of 
certain characters. The topic will need a chapter to itself. 
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CHAPTER IX 

PEITHO 

In the last two chapters we have studied the little drama of 
Cleon's exaltation and £bJ1, and noted some analogies of treat- 
ment which point to Aeschylean influence. Thucydides, 
however, is not primarily interested in Cleon, nor does he 
allow him to hold the stage. Cleon's personal drama works 
itself out on its own lines, but the thread of it crops up 
only at those points where it crosses the woof of a larger 
web and contributes a dark stain to its pattern. It is with 
the tracing' of this pattern that we shall henceforth be 
occupied ; and though it spreads backward and forward some 
way beyond the limits of Cleon's story, it will be convenient 
to start from the point we have reached. The treatment 
of the Pylos incident is still not completely explained, for 
that episode is not a part of Cleon's story, but belongs to the 
larger plot and marks a critical stage in its development. 
/ The heroine, we need hardly say, is Athens herself, whose 
character is set in the focus of so many lights, and whose 
tragic destiny takes a larger sweep, 'in proportion as her 
stake is the greatest of all — ^freedom or empire.' Athens, we 
shall come to see, has a character of her own and a psycho- 
logical history, passing through well-marked phases, which 
are determined partly by this character, and partly by the 
intervention of external or internal forces. One of these 
forces is embodied in Cleon ; and in order to make out how 
the mode of its operation is conceived, we must again look 
for assistance from Aeschylus. 

From the standpoint of form, we have attempted to describe 
the duplication of the drama discernible in the Agavfiefm/Mm. 
There are, as it were, two parallel trains of action: the 
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human action yisibly presented on the stage, and an abstract, 
nniyersal counterpart of it, revealed in the lyric. The persona 
on this abstract plane are what we commonly (and somewhat > 
misleadingly) call peraonijications, such as Hybris, Feitho,/ 
Nemesis, Ate. They are uniyersals, not particular concrete 
instances, like this or that legendary man or woman in 
whom they are embodied. We might change the instances 
and leave the abstract plot unaffected ; Hybris runs the same 
course, whether it be impersonated in Agamemnon or in 
Xerxes. 

And, further, that course is inevitable ; its law is written 
unalterably, whatever be the power that legislates — Destiny, 
or Justice, or the Will of Zeus. We see it illustrated in the 
tale of Troy or in the tale of Thebes : Sin leads through Sin 
to punishment. The taint steals down the lineage of a house 
once smitten with God's curse ; sorrow is heaped on sorrow; 
till the last light is smothered in the dust of death.^ In this 
abstract procession the first figure is linked to the last with 
iron bands. 

But if that be so, wherein lies the guilt of the human 
agents in any particular case ? Are not the unseen powers 
responsible (aMai), and may not the sinner cast his burden 
on Necessity) Thus we reach the problem of free will on 
the lower, human plane, — a moral problem, corresponding to 
the artistic problem which arises when the two elements in 
the drama begin to drift apart. The characters must not 
seem to be the blind puppets of superhuman powers; the 
dice of God must not be too heavily loaded. If, when seen 
from above, Guilt appears to gravitate by unalterable necessity 
to its punishment ; seen from the level, the guilty man must 
choose the act that precipitates his unknown flEite. Is there 
not here a contradiction fatal at once to the moral doctrine 
and to the aesthetic effect ? 

The solution, if there be one, must be psychological; we 
require a theory of human motives which will allow of our 
conceiving them, simultaneously, both as supernatural causes 
coming from without^ and also as integral parts in the working 

I ^ Soph. AnL 698« 
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of the agent's mind. Modem psychology is, of course, not equal 
to the task of this reconciliation. If we conceive of every 
mental state as completely determined in a continuous series 
by preceding states and by natural environment, the problem 
of free will arises in relation to causal law and lies wholly 
within the normal sphere, the intervention of supernatural 
causes being left out of account. 

Aeschylus, however, was not hampered by determinism; ) 
and he was helped by some psychological conceptions, surviving | 
from the mythical order of thought, which have so completely / 
dropped out of our scheme of things that it is easy for us ' 
to misinterpret, or to overlook, them in the ancient writers. 
They are, nevertheless, essential to Aeschylus' scheme, and we 
shall find the after-working of them in Thucydides. We 
hope to carry the analysis as far as it can safely go ; but it 
must be remembered that we are dealing with a poet and 
theologian, not with a psychologist, and moving in a region 
of thought where one phase melts into another at no rigidly 
definable point. 

The problem arises at every link in the chain of terrible 
deeds. Agamemnon, Clytemnestra, Orestes, commit, each of 
them, an act which is both the execution of divine justice 
and also a sin. Modem ethics will of course admit that an 
action may be both right and wrong. It will be externally 
right if it produces more good than any possible alternative ; 
but the same action may be also internally wrong, if the 
agent intends to do harm and only does good by accident. 
Thus a Christian will hold that Judas' betrayal of his Master 
was one of the causes of the Bedemption; but Judas will 
be damned for it to the nethermost circle. Aeschylus, how- 
ever, had not reached this modern way of conceiving a right 
action done from a wrong motive ; the psychology involved 
is less distinct and partly mythical. 

At the beginning of the AgaTneTnnony the balance of right [ 
and wrong stands as follows. Agamemnon has committed ', 
two of these ambiguous acts. The sacrifice of Iphigeneia was \ 
enjoined by the chartered representative of Heaven, Calchas, 



156 THUCYDIDES MYTHICUS 

ihe seer; yet it was a deed of horror, for it was an offence 
against nature, symbolized by Artemis, the patroness of young 
creatures. So too the conquest of Troy was the stroke of 
Zeus; but the same avenging fire will fall on the house 
of the conqueror, who has brought the innocent with the 
guilty to suffering which only the guilty had deserved. Paris 
may have merited death ; but what of Cassandra 7 

In regard to the second of the two acts the conqueror 
of Troy has gone beyond his divine mandate ; the excess 
and spirit of his vengeance have carried to his account with 
Justice an adverse balance. What concerns us is the psycho- 
logical process by which this has occurred ; and to understand 
it we must refer to Clytemnestra's second speech,^ where, 
as in the former speech about the beacons, she is setting 
forth, not her own character, but an indispensable moment 
in Aeschylus' moral theme. 

As if endowed with second sight, she bodes the indiscri- 
minate slaughter of young and old among the Trojans in the 
captured city. The conquerors, released from the weary disci-^ 
pline of a siege, and the nights of restless watching under 
the cold dews, rove uncontrolled through Troy and lodge 
themselves at hazard in her plundered palaces. The sentence 
ends with a magnificent stroke of irony ^: 'The unlucky 
wretches will sleep all night long and keep no watch!' 
The words sound sympathetic until we catch the second 
meaning which lies under them. A man is 'unlucky' 
{bv<rbaCiuAv) when an evil spirit is haunting near him; his 
peril is the greater if he is not on the watch (i<^t;\ajcro9). 
And the name of the spirit follows almost immediately : Era8, 
the spirit of lust after forbidden rapine, may fall upon the 

^ Airam,SSOfl. 

' Agar/L 848 rvv bwaiBpimv ^yw 

1^6c«J¥ r' iLwaXXayhrru in Zwrlkdiiov%s 

It is questionable how these lines ihonld be punctuated and construed ; 
but any interpretation preserves the ironic ambiguity. The correction &s 8* 
cMo/fiorcs (< and how blest I wiU sleep * &c.) merely makes §vdai/twr the ironical 
equivalent of hMrZaliuap, 
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host) unsentiiielled against this invisible assailant.^ And when 
Clytemnestra ends by saying that she utters these bodings 
* as a woman' ^ (or ' as a wife '), we know that she is thinking 
of Chrysel's and the poet is thinking of Cassandra. 

The Greeks believed that in the hour of sudden triumph, 
when 'Fortune', as Diodotus says, 'presents herself unex- 
pectedly at a man's side,' the conqueror is in a perilous 
condition ; for in the flush and tumult of his feelings reason 
is clouded and caution laid asleep. Then comes Temptation, 
and it is especially with the manner in which it comes 
that we are now concerned ; since it is at this point that 
we are apt to miss the psychological conceptions^ unfamiliar 
to us, which govern Aeschylus' design and will reappear, in 
somewhat altered form, in Thucydides. 

Internally, temptation takes the form of a violent passion, 
uncontrollable if its victim is unguarded and secure. The 
conquerors of Troy are beset by Eros, the spirit of rapine ; 
but this passion is not conceived as a natural state of mind 
determined by a previous state — ^the effect of a normal cause ; 
it is a spirit (baCfmv) which haimts, swoops down, and takes 
possession of the soul, when reason slumbers and keeps no 
watch. Eros is constantly spoken of by the Greeks as a 
disease (v6(ros\; but that word had not the associations 
merely of a wasting and painful bodily corruption. Disease 
\ was caused by invading spirits, those malignant Kerea of 
whom Age and Death are the chief, and who seize as much 
upon the soul as upon the body. Abnormal states of mind 
— ^the intoxication of wine, religious enthusiasm, nympholepsy, 
poetic inspiration, an army's panic fear, the raving of the 

^ ''Epon 9i fti ra wp6rtpow k/urlwrff arpttrf 
wop6w h /«) xfi icipdMciv wuMfUyovs, 
EroB, as the lust tf VUmA^ ia alluded to in Agamemnon'a first speeeh where 
he oomfMirea the Trojan horae to a ravening lion that has leapt over the 
city's wall and ia glutted with the royal blood that it has licked. Agwu. 818 

vmpBopitp ik nvprpnf ityaiarip \4cnf 
iZiqif iXtt^tP atfULTos rvpaantucov . . 
CH 1479 'Epwr a2/xaro\oix^f ; Bepi, 679 A/io&ur^'I/tc/m. 
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prophet^ the madness of the lover — all these were phenomena 
of the same order, all instances of spiritual occupation. This 
to the Greeks was a very familiar idea. The entering of 
a god or spirit into a man's body, so that he becomes li^cos, 
was the central doctrine of the orgiastic cults. Official re- 
ligion recognized it in the oracular possession of the Pythian 
priestess. Medical practice recommended the wild music 
of the Corybant's timbrel and drum as a purge to exorcize 
the fiends of madness.^ Plato, in his study of Peitho and 
Eros (the Phaedrus), avails himself in all earnestness of 
the idea of indwelling divinity as the most natural mode 
of conceiving the relation between the all-pervading Form 
of Beauty and the world which it penetrates and informs 
with its splendour. His 'participation' (fiiBe^ii) is first 
conceived as a mystical relation, the participation of the 
mortal in the immortal, long before it withers up and be- 
comes a logical relation of subject to predicate ; the neo- 
platonist only restores its original significance. Even in 
Aristotle the theory of tragedy looks back to the belief 
that the passions, which art is to purge, are spirits of madness 
to be exorcized by wild music and the frantic rhythm of 
the dance. They are, in Diodotus' words, 'irremediable 
and mastering powers', which * possess' the various con- 
ditions of human life^ and lead men on into danger'. 

In theological theory the violent passions are conceived as 
forms of delusion sent by God upon the sinner to drive him 
to his punishment. This aspect of them we shall study later 
at some length; here it remains to note that the idea of 
spiritual possession provides the psychological link we needed 

^ Arist. Vetp. 119. See the eyidenoe ooUected in Suaemihl and Hicka, 
PUiHes (^ArisMh i-Y. pb 644 (note on K&Bapca). 

' Thno. liL 45 al dXAoi ^wrrvx^ ^piri ^^ Mp&ntvHf &t kieiumi rts jrarlx^rm 
Inr* danjKiarw riydf mptiirffwos ^dycwrtr Is robs mvSvyovr. icarixfoBai is of coune 
regularly used of spirittzal occupation of all kinds. di^W^rrov recalls Aesch. 
Agam, 884 fiiartu V d rdXmva ll€t$&, \ wp60ov\ov waSs dipt pros ^Aras' \ £/ros 8i 
vor iiArmw, Kptlffaonf is associated with the 'daemons', who were called 
< the stronger ones ', 61 Mp^auwtty Plato, Bvihyd, 291 ▲ ft^ ns r&y tcpftrrSvonf 
vapetry aMt i^iy^aro ; Aelian, V. H. iv, 17 Pythagoras caUed the noise in his 
ears ^on^ rSuv icp^irrSrwy, 
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between the abstract and symbolic series in which Hybris, 
Eoros, Eros, hold a place, and the level of human drama, 
where these passions become literally embodied in individual 
men and women. Eros, for instance, is in its higher aspect 
a supernatural * cause', an agency from God, ministering 
to the divine purpose. But when Eros takes possession 
of me, it is also my passion, an internal spring of action ; 
and I become responsible (alrios) for the results that come 
of it. 

A character in Aeschylus, as we remarked above, should be 
thought of, at any given moment, as a single state of mind, 
with no background or margin of individual personality. It ) 
has neither a past nor a future, except a few other states ') 
which come in a settled order, but are (as it were) a dis- ( 
coTUinuotia series, with gaps of any length between the terms. } 
The masked and muffled figures posed on the stage contain 
no more concrete humanity than this. Agamemnon, as we 
see him, is Insolence, possessed at the moment by Eros, who 
is the inward tempter sent i^o blind him and drive him to 
his foil. This Eros is outwardly symbolized, not indeed in 
Cassandra, but in Agamemnon's relation towards her — a one- 
sided relation which (as it were) falls short of her, leaving 
her white spirit wounded but unstained. 

Now let us turn to Clytemnestra ;- for in her we shall see 
Temptation besetting the king in its other, external, shape. 
The earlier scenes, down to the entrance of Agamemnon, are 
an overture, of which the keynote is Waiting; — ^the note 
which is struck in the opening words of the sentinel, tired of 
his yearlong watch upon the constellations, as they rise and 
set in the slow procession of the seasons. We watch the 
mustering of solemn storm-clouds, and feel the increasing 
tension of expectancy before the first blinding flash. 
Clytemnestra is an enigma ; her words are spoken from the 
lips^ and reveal nothing. She is like a compressed spring, 
a nameless undetermined force, charged, and awaiting the 
touch that will release it. Then, in the scene with Agamemnon, 
she becomes animate in a peculiar way : a spirit has entered 
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her, and the name of it is Temptation or Delusion, Peitho or 
ApatS^ 

Dr. Headlam ' has interpreted this &mous scene, in which 
the proud and masterful princess, at the death-grip now with 
the opposing principle of Agamemnon's lordship, lures and 
flatters him to the committal act of pride, which calls down 
his doom. Temptation in the inward form of passion has 
already mastered him; now, from outside, as incarnate in 
another person, she spreads the final snare.^ Clytemnestra 
too is ministerial; she is sent by God to draw him to the 
meeting ways where a £Eklse step is perdition. Another angel 
of Justice has left the ranks of that inyisible company and 
taken shape in this woman. 

Clytemnestitk, however, is not, like Hamlet, the canodotia 
scourge and minister of Heaven, fulfilling an explicit command. 
In herself she is the woman with the man's courage and brain, 
masterful and ambitious ^; and she stands as a Queen defending 
her native right of sovereignty against her consort and the 
veiled captive at his side. As between wife and husband, her 
account with Agamemnon is exactly balanced : he has sinned, 
through Eros, against divine Justice and against her ; but her 
relation with Aegisthus was an equal sin, and she has forfeited 
her daim.^ Hence her vengeance on Agamemnon, in so £bx 

^ The effect is prepftred for in her previous (third) speech to the herald 
(687 if), and symbolically illustrated by the lion-oub simile in the foUowing 
chorus (717). 

* Cambridge PraeUetiotia (1906), p. 126. I owe this tragic conception of 
Peitho, and the interpretation of the scene, to Dr. Headlam. 

' Aganu 1871 KA. voXXwr wdfHH$€v tctupUfs tlpfiftivcjp 

^^cicr d^f Mpuiracv kmnfi^fiaros ; 
SchoL ad loe. 6 ^ikucSn {fW€px6/JM^6s nya Kot Awar^ai fiav\6/ifros ctf ApuKrair 
^pay/t/^r kfark4M€t a^itf tQs 'Am&n/r. 

* Agam, 10 Stdt yiip icparu ywauedt iif9p60€vkw kX.wl(ow K4ap,'-~9k ^e example 
of Aeschylus' power of describing a character in five words. 

' Clytemnestra is queen in her own right in a country originaUy matri- 
archal ; Agamemnon is merely her consort. Under a gynaecocratic system 
the husband-consort's sin would be thought to be as outrageous as the wife's 
is under the patriarchal system reoognixed by the foreigner Agamemnon 
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as it is conjugal, or rather qv^eenly, is unjust ; much more is 
the murder of Cassandra.^ With regard to Iphigeneia, her 
daughter, she has justice on her side. Bevenge upon this 
score had been a long-harboured motive ; and if, at the 
moment of the crime, it had been the dominant and real 
force in her, the sin would have been much less, and Aegisthus 
would not have been involved in her punishment. From the 
scene where she reveals her motives to the chorus ', we think 
it could be shown that the long-cherished, rational design of 
just vengeance for Iphigeneia was, at the moment of the 
mv/rder, eclipsed in her mind by a sudden passion which she 
herself describes as * the lust for blood to lick \^ When she 
first appears, standing over her victims, she is drunken with 
this passion ^ and with the triumph of vindicated queenship. 

'There Agamemnon lies, 
My husband I ' * 

Then, as she begins to recover her reason, comes the mention 

and fiamiliar to U3. The situation is symmetrical. It is no question of 
mere womanly jealousy ; but a conflict of two principles of society. Simi- 
larly the sacrifice of Iphigeneia, her daughter and heir, was as great an 
outrage as Agamemnon would have felt the saerifioe of the son, Orestes, 
to be. Clytemnestra would have acquiesced in the latter as Agamemnon 
did in the former, but she would regard the murder of the daughter as an 
attempt to secure the throne, which on her own death would pass from 
Agamemnon to the daughter and the daughter's husband. (See Frazer, 
Adonis, AUis, Osiris, p. 2S.) For the whole question of the conflict of 
patriarchy and matriarchy see Miss J. E. Harrison, Prolegomena to the 5/tMiy 
qf Chreek Religion, and Ridgeway, Ccanbridge PraelficHons, 1906. I am convinced 
that this conflict is vaguely but unmistakably present to Aeschylus* mind, 
and that the conception of Clytemnestra can only be understood by taking 
account of it. 

^ Clytemnestra describes this as eMjs mpoipdnnjfta rijs i/iSjs x^^' Q* 1446). 
It is something over and above her due, even as she conceives it (lit 
wtpiwdasj Schol.). See also 1896 where Surolwr . . . hw^pKtmi fitv o9y is, by 
tragic irony, an unconscious confession that she has gone beyond justice. 
18S4 watM U vtp Mt : these are the two blows which Agamemnon's two sin» 
have merited ; but Clytemnestra adds a third, above due measure : «al 
vcvTttMT^i TfMTf^r kwwiiSufu. * Agom, 1871-1676. 

' 1478 '^^e»; alftaroKoixos, the very passion described by Agamemnon (see* 
above, note on p. 167). 

* 1427 Xo. . . . &ffw€p oSr ^cwoXifitt r^x? ^P^ kmfudytrou, \ Kltros kv^ dfifjt&iwy 
affiaros tZ wpiwur, 

' 1404 oZt6s iartw 'AyafUftwwr, l/cdt | w6ats. «^<rif has all the maximunk 

M 
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of Iphigeneia, as if this other motiye were re-emeiging from 
temporary obBCoration. In the next speeeh it is overpowered 
again by the passion against Chrysels and Cassandra, but as 
the scene proceeds she insista exclusively on Iphigeneia. The 
dialogue becomes lyrical, and we begin to see the crime as 
it appears from the higher plane. She who was just before 
triumphing over her 'husband' now cries out that she is not 
to be named Agamemnon's wife; the deed is not hers: the 
ancient bitter fiend has appeared in her shape.^ But it is not she 
who first thinks of this supernatural aspect ; it is suggested by 
the chorus, and then she catches at it.^ When she claims to 
be an incarnation of the fiend who haunts the race, the chorus 
answer : 'That thou art guiltless (ivalrioi) of this murder, who 
shall aver) It cannot, cannot be; though perchance the 
fiend of his sire (Atreus) might be thy helper (avkKrJTrroupy ^ 

Thus Aeschylus indicates that Clytemnestra was indeed 
a minister of heaven, but not a conscious minister at the 
moment. The righteous and rational motive, connected with 
Iphigeneia, was for the time superseded by an unrighteous 
passion — ' the lust for blood to lick ', which comes upon one 
and another of the race 'till the old woe be laid to rest'. 
This passion may come, as she says it does, from the evil 
fiend of the house ; ^ but when it filled her it was her passion, 
and withal unrighteous in excess, and so she is not guiltless. 

Clytemnestra, then, is possessed in two ways. Her conscious- 
ness, at the moment of her act, is merged in, and identified 

emphasis of position. Of. (just aboYOi 1400) Xo . . . Ijns roiM^ hr* drbpl 
icofiwd(€is \6yw, EX, wupaaBk f»ov yvpaiK^s &i iuppAtr/t/wos, 

^ 1497 EX. a^x<**' ^^^^ ^^< roCpyw k/s6v ; 

lirfi* kwtkixl^t 
*Aya/ifftyoytay ttval ft aXox^t m\, 

' 1468 Xo. 5cufia», bs k/iwlrvtis, ktK 1475 KA. vw 8* &pBoMai <rr6fuiTot 
*fvS)/JirfV, I rdv rpi'rdxvrroy \ M/ioya yhnnp r6y9€ MueX^ffmry, 

' 1506. C& Choeph, 909 KA. ^ Motpa tovtw, & rkisvw, vapcurfa, partly respon- 
sible, not wholly ; a collateral, supernatural cause, which becomes natural 
when it takes possession of the agent. Contrast the complete disclainiing of 
responsibility in iZuut, T, 86 : lyoli 8* ohK oirtor cl/u, | dXAd Zc^s ica2 JAoCpn koI 
•ij€pofp<HTis 'Ef>tl^. 

* 1477 M/wya yimnjs . . . | l« rov 7^^ "Epon alfiaroXoix^s \ y^tfV rpi^rai, 
vfiv MaraXff^cu | rd iraXaidv dxof. 
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with, a violent passion, a manifestation of the hereditary 
ourse or fatal genius of the race. In the earlier temptation 
scene, she is further an incarnation of Peitho, the spirit of 
Delusion sent in this external shape to ruin Agamemnon; 
although, since she is not conscious of this ministerial 
character till all is over, she cannot cast her responsibility 
on Fate.^ 



v\ 



It may help'us to glance at a few incidents in ' history ' where 
this latter idea of incarnate Temptation occurs. \ 

Miltiades, the victor of Marathon^ died in disgrace ; his last 
expedition against Paros had failed disastrously, and he was 
tried for his life on the charge of having deceived Athens to 
satisfy a private revenge. The people let him off with a fine of 
fifty talents, but he died soon afterwards of a wound received, 
it was said, while he was at Paros. How he came by the 
wound was a matter of some obscurity ; the current tale is 
told by Herodotus ^ as follows : — 

'Now for so much of the story all the Hellenes agree; 
but for the sequel we have only the Parians' account that it 
happened thus. When Miltiades was at his wits' end, a cap- 
tive woman sought an interview with him. She was a Parian 
by birth, and her name was Timo, and she was underpriestess 
of the Lowerworld Divinities. She, coming into Miltiades' 
presence, advised him, if he set great store upon taking Paros, 
to do whatsoever she shovZd suggest to him.^ Thereupon, at 
her suggestion, he made his way to the knoll that is in front 

^ Her unconsciousness, of course, makes the great difference between her 
and Orestes, who was commanded by Apollo. Again, in the Choephori 
(892 ff.), where Orestes is about to murder her, in pleading for life she does 
not mention Iphigeneia at all to Iphigeneia's brother, but she does refer to 
Agamemnon's adulteries. This is Aeschylus' way of indicating that her 
death is deeervedy because her queenly vengeance was her real motiye at 
the mommt of her crime, and it is for that that she is now to be punished. 
He also Indicates it by putting the Iphigeneia chorus at the beginning of the 
Agamemnon, the Helen chorus (connected with the eof^fugal relation) next 
before the Temptation scene. 

» Herod, vi. 184. 

' rd Ai^ aM^ (iwoOrjraif ravra woiittr, 

M 2 
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of the city and leapt over the enclosore-wall of Demeter 
Thesmophoros, not being able to open the doors. And having 
leapt over he went towards the Megaron to do such and such 
things within it, — either to touch one of the things which it is 
not lawful to touch, or to perform some act, whatever it might 
be. And he came up to the doors, and immediately a shuddering 
horror came over him and he hastened back by the way he 
came. And in leaping down from the wall he strained his 
thigh ; but some say that he struck his knee. 

^So Miltiades sailed back home, being in evil case: he 
neither brought money to the Athenians nor had he added 
Paros to their dominion, though he had blockaded the island 
six and twenty days and laid it waste. And when the Parians 
learnt that the underpriestess of the Gods, Timo, had guided 
Miltiades, desiring to take vengeance for this, they sent men 
to inquire of the Ood at Delphi, as soon as they had rest from 
the siege. And they sent them to ask whether they should 
Put to death the underpriestess of the Qods, for that she had 
shown their enemies how to take their country and had 
revealed to Miltiades the sacred things which it is unlawful 
; for men to know. But the Pythia would not suffer them, 
I saying that the cause of these things was not Timo, but, 
I because it was necessary that MUtiades should not make 
a good end, she had presented hersdf to him to guide him to 
his deatrvAition* ^ 

So long as we confine our attention to 'history' and 
neglect the study of mythical types, we cannot perceive 
that a story like this is a temptation myth, containing 
the very motive we have seen in the Agwmemnon, When 
Destruction (Ate) is about to overtake the sinner, he is 
safe till he commits some overt act which wiU put him in 
^ her power.^ To * suggest ' (t^orMeo-^at) this act is the function 
of Temptation, Peitiio or Apatd, who comes incarnate in a 
woman, Clytemnestra or Timo. Thucydides would have re- 

^ oh Ti/tovv tTroi r^v ahirpf roihwy, dXkSt 94€ty y^ MiXrt&Sta rcXcvray /<^ tZt 
^tof^val o2 Twy MiueSnf itaT7iy(fi6ya. Stein, foUowed by Macan, thinks that the 
meaning is that a tpAa/iaf apparition, in Timo's shape, had misled Miltiades. 

* See W. Headlam, CaniMdge Praelectuma (1906), p. 118. 
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jected this story because the evidence was insufficient — 
the very ground on which Herodotus expresses scepticism. 
Some modem histories still recite it with about as much 
scepticism as Herodotus. We fail to see that it is mythical 
because the idea of impersonation is unfamiliar to us, but 
Herodotus failed to see it because that idea was too familiar 
to him. 

Let us look now at the story of another conqueror, Pausa- 
nias, the victor of Flataea.^ When the battle is just won, 
Peitho comes to him likewise, in the form of a woman. He 
is tempted to an act of violence, such as Ajax had committed 
when Troy fell, such too as Agamemnon expiated at the hands 
of his outraged queen. 

'As soon as the Greeks at Plataea had overthrown the 
barbarians, a woman came over to them from the enemy. 
She was one of the concubines of Pharandates, the son of 
Teaspes, a Persian ; and when she heard that the Persians 
were all slain and that the Greeks had carried the day, 
forthwith she adorned herself and her maids with many 
golden ornaments and with the bravest of the apparel that 
she had brought with her,^ and alighting from her litter 
came forward to the Lacedaemonians, ere the work of slaughter 
was well over.' She recognized Pausanias, and, embracing 
his knees, said : ' O king of Sparta ! save thy suppliant 
from the slavery that awaits the captive. Already I am 
beholden to thee for one service — the slaughter of these men 
who had no regard either for gods or spirits. I am by birth 
a Coan, the daughter of Hegetoridas. The Persian seized 
me by force (plri) and kept me under constraint.' 

Will Pausanias yield and do the act of violence which this 
woman, the innocent vehicle of Temptation, unwittingly sug- 
gests by deprecating it 1 No ; this time he eludes the snare. 
'Lady,' he answered, 'fear nothing: as a suppliant thou 

* Herod, ix. 76. 

* We are coriously reminded of Hesiod's description of how Pandora was 
decked to tempt man to his bane : C^* '^ *^ K6c/iiiat $§Sl yKavKwmf 'A0^»1|^ \ 
dfi^ 94 o2 Xdpiris rt $tai Kot w&rvta lie cA& | Bpfunn xpv^c^ovt l^cffor Xfi^t -^(VA 72. 
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art safe.' We breathe again; but a moment later appears 
another tempter.^ Lampon, the soothsayer of Aegina, came 
in haste to Pansanias with 'a most unholy word'. *Son 
of Cleombrotus/ he said earnestly, 'what thou hast already 
done is passing great and glorious, and Ood has given it to 
thee to deliver Greece and lay np for thyself the greatest 
glory of all the Hellenes whom we know.' The action which 
Lampon prompts is a deed of cmel vengeance; Pausanias 
is to do to Mardonius as Xerxes had done to Leonidas, and 
hang his dead body on a cross; so will he have praise in 
Sparta and in all Greece. But Pausanias again evades the 
trap. He rebukes Lampon for his ill counsel : * First thou 
liftest me up on high, me and my country and my work ; 
and then thou dost cast me down, bidding me to maltreat 
a dead man, and saying that if I do this I shall be the more 
well spoken of.' So Lampon is dismissed; and Pausanias takes 
further precautions against the lust of rapine in his army.' 

These incidents can be classed as fabulous anecdotes. 
I Miltiades ended his life under a cloud; therefore he must 
I have been guilty of some impious act ; therefore Temptation 
I must have come to him and brought him to ruin. Pausanias, 
1 for a while, prospered after his victory ; therefore he must 
\ have escaped Insolence; but Temptation always comes to 
i a man in such circumstances ; so he must have spared a 
j captive woman and resisted a prompting to cruel excess 

in vengeance. Such is the logic, or mytho-logic, by which 

ancient history was made.^ 



^ Herod, iz. 78. ' Herod, ix. 80. 

' Tradition was not to be put oiF with the account of Pausanias* end 
given by Thucydides (i. 184); he must have been the victim, not only of 
Hybris, but of Eros. Accordingly a man of Byzantium informs his name- 
sake, Pausanias the traveUer, that 'the reason why the intrigues of Pausanias 
were detected, and why he alone failed to find protection in the sanctuary 
of the goddess of the Brazen House, was simply that he was sullied with 
an indelible taint (dyot) of blood '. When he was at the HeUespont he 
lusted after a Byzantine maiden Kleonike. She was brought to him at 
nightfall, and by upsetting the lamp awakened Pausanias from his sleep. 
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Let UB return now to the story of Pylos and Sphaoteria. 
We are concerned no longer with the mincnTdraina of wHch 
Cleon is the hero ; but with the tragedy of Athens, whose 
character has been studied in the earlier books. She is 
adventurous, restless, quick, ambitious; if she fails in one 
attempt, she immediately conceives a new ambition (jXtt^s) u 
to take its place ; so rapidly does the act follow the decision, ) 
that hoping and having are to her the same.^ A dangerous 
temperament, this, peculiarly liable to be carried away in 
the flush of success. 'And Fortune,' says Diodotus, 'con- 
tributes to intoxication ; for sometimes she presents herself 
unexpectedly at a man's side and leads him forward to 
face danger at a disadvantage ; and cities even more than 
vndividwils, in proportion as their stake is the greatest of 
allr^freedora or empire J We have seen this temptation of 
external circumstance at work in the Pylos episode, and 
it is enough to make us expect that temptation will appear 
in another form. For Elpis and Eros also in such a case 
'are never wanting — Eros leading the way and devising 
the attempt, Elpis busy in attendance and sv^gesting the 
wealth in fortune's store ^ — and invisible as they are, they 
are stronger than the dangers that are seen '. One of these 
passions might be expected to come to Athens with flattering 
and delusive suggestions. 

Elpis had not to the Greek the associations which 
Christianity has given to ' Hope ' ; ^ she is not a virtue, 
but a dangerous passion. The future is dark and uncer- 

Haunted by the terrors of a gtulty conscience, the king leapt up and killed 
the maiden, not knowing who she was. All sorts of purifications he tried 
in vain, and 'paid the penalty, as was natural, to Kleonike and to the 
god » (ftoitt. iii. 17). 

^ i. 70 (Corinthians, characterizdng the Athenians) Ijy 8* dpa rov Koi w^lptf 
a^aX&cty, iyrtKviaayrts AXXa ivk^petoop r^v XP*^""^ /i^oi 7d/> Ixovci re &fuUon 
teal ikwifcvtriy A ^ iwiva^ecMri 8cd r6 raxcror t^ kwtx*^PV^t^ votuaOcu £r dF 
yiwair. See the whole chapter. 

* iii. 45 1^ 82 (ISXv^s) i^-wo/tirq . . • ti^ dnrofAav rip Tvxi/f {mtmB^fra (the 
word used of Time's mgguUon to Miltiades). 

' To the Christian the hope of immortal life is a duty ; to the Greek it 
was < seeking to become a god' (d^dyaross^c^f) — the worst symptom of 
infatuate pride, exciting ^6vot. 



/ 



168 THUCYDIDES MYTHICUS 

tain, and althoagh rational foresight (yvdiiq) can see a little 
way into the gloom, Fortune, or Fate, or Providence, is an 
incalcolable factor which at any moment may reverse the 
purposes and defeat the designs of man. Elpis is the pas- 
sion which deludes man to count on the future as if he could 
perfectly control it; and thus she is a phase of infatuate 
pride, a temptress who besets prosperity^. 

Again and again we find this conception of her in the 
earlier poets. There is hardly one who has a good word 
for Elpis. ' Hope and Danger are twins among mankind, 
spirits of evil both '.^ ' Hope and alluring Temptation feed 
us all, straining after the unattainable'.^ 'Up and down 
toss the Hopes of men, cleaving the waste foam-drifb on a 
sea of lies. No mortal upon earth has ever found a sure 
token from Ood of the thing which is still to be done ; 
but of what shall be all discernment is blinded'.^ 'Blind 
Hopes' were the only remedy Prometheus could give to 
man in place of the foreknowledge of death — ^"a great 
boon ', say the chorus, with innocent irony .^ Hope is called 
* blind ' because she looks to the invisible future ; she is * light ' 
(Koiifpri) and * winged ', like the flying bird which the child will 
never catch. ^ 

With these associations in mind, we will now take up again 
Thucydides' narrative,^ and consider whether certain expres- 

' Compare the foUowing moral firom Polybius ii 4 AlrcoKol 8^, rg wapaS6^^ 
X/w7(r(£/icyoi avfupopq^ wimas IScSo^cu' fttfii vorc 0ovK€tjt<r$ai wtpi rov fi^AAorrot, 
&s fJhf ytyoviroSf /tij^k vpoieart\wl(*tv fi§0aAOVfiiyovs inrkp Sfy dtcfii^v li^Sfx^cr^r 
iara^ £\XMn ytyMai' vifUiv 82 fi€plda rf 7rapaB6£q), vorraxp ftiy, dy$pi/wovs ivras, 
fiAXtara 8c ky rots voXc/iacocr. 

> Theognis, 687. 

' Simon, ap. Stob. 96, 16, p. 529 'EKwls 82 irdtrras KdvivtiBtitf (a form of 
Peitho) Tpi^ti &vp9jieT0¥ dpftaiyovrat. 

* Pindar, OU zii. 6 oT 7c /tiy d»9pSfy v6Xk* dw, rel 8' ad tedrw ^cv8$ /uroLfUfna 
rdfafoiacu KvXSyZwr' 'E\vi8c( . . . rw 82 luKk&irrw rtrv^Xanrrcu ^pojUai, 

* Aesch. Prom, 252. 

* Aesoh. Agam, 404 9tiuctt voTt woraybv 6pi¥tv, Euripides, Atgeus frag. 11 
vT9;vcb 8t^ci(, 3) riK¥Wf tids kxMais, Solon ▼. (Gaisf.) 86 x^«orr<( Koi^aii 
"Bkulat r€fnr6fi^a, 

^ iv. 68ff. 



PEITHO 169 

sions employed in it are, as they are asaally taken to be, mere 
poetical metaphors out of which all literal meaning has faded, 
or, on the other hand, are intended to suggest the circle of 
ideas which we have been studying. 

The Athenians followed up their success next year by the 
capture of Cythera, the island which commands the entrance 
to the Laconian Gulf. The Lacedaemonians were much dis- 
heartened by their ' great and unlooked-for disaster' ^ at 
Sphacteria. They were involved in a war at sea 'and 
that a war against Athenians, to whom to miss an enterprise 
was always to fall short of some anticipated achievement; 
and at the same time so many strokes of Fortune coming 
together within a short time against all calculation ^ caused 
them the greatest dismay. They feared lest some new re- 
versal of fortune (ve/oirvx/]), like that of Sphacteria, should 
overtake them'. 

In the same summer a conference of the Sicilian states 
was held at Gela ; and Thucydides gives a speech in which 
Hermocrates of Syracuse appeals for united action against 
the designs of Athens. Some expressions which occur in it 
are worth noting. In the opening sentences our attention is 
caught by a reminiscence of Diodotus' Mytilenean speech. 
' No one,' says Hermocrates, * is driven into war in ignorance 
of what it means ; no one is deterred from it by fear, if he 
conceives that he will gain some coveted end.'^ The 'covetous 
designs ' of Athens upon Sicily, he says later,^ are pardonable ; 
human nature will always seek rule where it finds submission. 
He touches on the secure blessings of peace in contrast with the 
hazards of war; and then follows a curious passage about the 
uncertainty of hopes in the future. 'If there be any one who 
makes sure that he will effect something (in revenge upon 

^ iv. 65. 1 Tov iv r§ r^ff^ w&Bovs d^tkntarov leai luiyiXov, 

* iv. 55. 8 rd r^ T^^X'P *'o^^ «a2 ^*^ My^ (vfM06rra vapiL Xiyov, 

' iv. 59 ovrc <p60qf, Ijr oitjrai ri w\ior cxfiff^w, diroTp4vtTai» Gf. iii. 45 
(Diodotus) dvXwr re iH^arov leai voAA^v t^tUu S<mt ofcrcu rip di^^onrciar 
^^atwt dppm/i4yfis wpM/wt n wpS^ai dvorpo«4r nva ix*^ 4 i^^/uvk Iffx^ 4 ^^^^ 

* iv. 61. 5 To^t /tlv 'ABrpraiovs ravra wktoytitrtTy Mai vpo^aneBai woXXi^ 
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Athens) by right or by force, let him not take his disappoint- 
ment to heart. Let him know that too many before now who 
have prosecuted revenges against those who wronged them, so 
tax from succeeding, have themselves perished ; and others who 
with no inconsiderable power have conceived hopes of some 
coveted gain^ inMead of grasping it^ have in the end lost even 
what they had?- Revenge may he just^ and yet not prosper; 
and strength is not sure because it is fvU of hope. The 
instability of the future everywhere controls the event ;' and, 
though most treacherous, is also most salutary, since mutual 
fear makes men think twice before they attack one another.' 
The speaker disclaims that ambitious folly by which men 
arrogate as complete a mastery over Fortune, which is beyond 
their control, as over their own purposes.' 

Immediately after this speech Thucydidee describes the 
return of the Athenian fleet from Sicily, whither it had 
proceeded from Sphacteria. The ofiicers in command had 
concluded a treaty in conjunction with their allies in the 
west. They had been sent, we remember, ' to finish the war 
in that region ',^ and they did so ; but they returned to find 
Athens in an altered mood. Two of them, Pythodorus and 
Sophocles, were banished^ and the third, Eurymedon, was 
fined, on the charge of having been bribed to withdraw ^ when 
they had the chance of subjugating Sicily '. ' So indignant 
were the Athenians^ in the enjoyment of their present good 
foriuTiey at the idea of any check. They thought they could 
accoTwplish anything — what was aJ/moet beyond their means 
as well as what was within them, with any force, no mxttter 
whether great or insufficient. The reason *ivas the good fortune 
which against all calculation had attended inost of their 
undertaJcings and now suggested the strength of Hope.' ^ 

* iy. 62. 3 iXvicayrts trtpoi di/va/ici rwl vAcoi^cxr^O'civ . . . <!rr2 rov wkioy lx«>^ 
vpoo'/varaAivciW rd airrSiv . . . 

' Ttfwpia y^ ovK tirrvx^ Hucalw, 5ri ital ddutfireu' oi^i Iffx^f^ 0i0atov, Mrt 
Mat tUtkvi. t6 82 dLor&BiofTcv roO /ic'XXoi^os Ck M "uXuarov Kparti . . . 

^ iv, 64 firjii i*otf4q, tptXoviKw ^tlaOai r$( re oUcias jviffirp 6/u^vs ainoicp&mp 

* Hi. 116. 

' iv. 65 o^w ry [re] vapoi^ tirrvxi^ 'j^iiMwoi If^iow tr^et nrfikv hvwntovoBvi, 
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Cleon was not the only victim of covetous ambition in- 
spired by undesigned good luck. His overweening confidence 
at Amphipolis, when he ' never so mtich as expected that any 
one would come out and fight him ', appears as illustrative 
of the reckless confidence of the Athenians who ' in the enjoy- 
ment of their present good fortune were indignant at the 
idea of any check'. 

And who conveyed to the Athenians the flattering sug- 
gestions of Hopel who was the channel through which 
she insinuated her strength? We need only turn back to 
the story of the peace negotiations and repeat the sentences 
in which Cleon intervenes. 'The Athenians thought that, 
now they held the men on the island, it was always in their 
power to make terms whenever they chose, arid they coveted 
something more} They were urged on above aU by Clean, 
the son of Cleainetos, who was the popaZar leader in those 
days and stood highest in the confidence of the mvUUude, 
and he persuaded them* 

To make his meaning unmistakable, Thucydides says later ^ 
that Athens refused the offers of peace on this occasion because 
she had ' confidence in the hope of her strength '. It is not 
without design that Cleon, both at his first appearance in 
the Mytilenean debate ^ and again at this second, disastrous 
intervention, is described as ' first in the people's confidence \ 
His little, personal catastrophe, could they have foreseen 
it, might have warned his trusting followers of the peril 
that lurks in ' coveting more ' ; as the speech of the Spartan 
envoys, could they have listened, had actually warned them 
in those very words. 

dXXA Koi Td hvard Ik Ur^ got tA dmpdntpa fueyiXjf rt 6ftolon Koi iv9€€inip^ 
9ttpounc€vi itaT€pyA(ta$tu. alrta t^ fv ^ wapd X&yov r&p wXtinfW Minrpayia ainroit 
ifwoTiB^cu l<rxi)v t^ lAinSos. Cf. L 188. 2 (of Themifliocles tempting Artazerxes 
to undertake the conquest of Gieeoe) ri^v ..,rw 'EKXit^ueov ikviZa, 4^ inreriBtt 
(suggested, insiniiated) iOt^ Zovkinrfiw. 

* iv. 21 TOW 8) wkioyos &piyorro, it&Kg^ra tk aibrobi Mjy* KAloir . . . t^ 
w>Jj$tt meopinarof kcH Ircio'cv . . . 

* V. 14 Ixorrcf tt^t kkwiSa rrp fif/a/t wtcr^w, 

' iii. 88. 6 E\U» . . . ^ «a2 It riXXa fiuu6rarot rvr voXirwr rf re ft}|i^ 
va^ iroAd ly rf r&rt witkofinaTot, 
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'And 80 ihe promise of Cleon, mad as it toas^ resulted 
in success.' Tes, mad as it was! The promise was in- 
spired by 'EAttI; ixaivoyAvrfy the spirit who lured Xerxes to 
the sack of Athens, when in her train there followed certain 
other invisible and awful figures, — Hybris, Eoros, Dikfe.^ 

Thus Cleon stands to Athens as Feitho or ApatS, incarnate 
in Clytemnestra, Timo, the Coan captive, Lampon, stood 
to their victims. The passion with which he is identified 
at the moment is Elpis, combined with ' Covetousness '. His 
intervention at the Mytilenean crisis was of a similar kind ; 
but Athens was not then elated by undesigned success, and 
she escaped temptation. 

We cannot^ of course, j^rove what we have here put forward; 
it is only the analysis of the impression actually produced 
on us by Thucydides' story. If the reader does not find that 
it interprets his own impression, we can do no more ; but we 
will ask him to suspend judgement till we have pointed out 
how the rest of the drama is worked out by means of the 
same conceptions. The ' causes ' of the Sicilian expedition, 
as we have so far seen them, are ' Fortune, attending against 
all calculation the enterprises of Athens ' ; ' Covetousness ' 
impersonated in Cleon ; Elpis, mad, delusive confidence and 
ambition, incarnate in the same individual.^ These are the 



* Herod, viii. 77 (oracle) : 

. . . 'Ekridi /Muvo/Jiipjf Xtvc^r wipaayrts 'AB^p^ar 
Kd AlxTf afiiaatt icparcpdr K6poi^, Tfipios vl6v, 
Scii^dr fjtai/i&cvTa, Soiccvrr* dt^ vdrra m$4a$cu. 

The sack of Athens and the destruction of the temples were the committal 
acts to which Xerxes was tempted by Elpis, thus precipitating his own 
ruin (Ate). 

' The epithet /ioriiiirp stuck to Cleon ; see Suidas, s. ▼. KXivy. Referring 
to Thucydides' expression Kovpokoyla (iv. 86 — Gleon*s ' wild words ' at which 
the Athenians laughed), Plutarch (maUg, Herod, 2, p. 865) says that a writer 
who uses unnecessarily harsh expressions — ^who should speak, for instance, 
not of Cleon's K<w^o\<rf(a, but of his Bpaa^rip koX /uivia — o&k c£/icyi)t icrny iXX* 
olcw 6M6Ka69» rf aa/^Sn liffyHaOai rw wpAyfuiros. He adds that it is another 
sign of malignity in a historian if he goes out of his way to drag in the 
misfortunes and errors of his characters : S0cv 6 eovirvS^ft^f o^ rijv KXiwos 
6.fiafr^fti&Twy d^6iwy irrwv kwoti^aaro ca^ ti^ Mjyffav, It is curious that this 
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first terms in a series of ' causes ' which lead in a determined 
order to an end that can be predicted. We have now only 
to follow out its later course. 

writer should, even for oontroyerBiAl purposes, pitch upon Thucydides' 
treatment of Gleon as a case where Thucydides actually departs from his 
plan of recording rSw '^oiUvtm t6 aa/^t in order no< to be 'malignant' 
against Cleon. Plutarch himself does not shrink from the word /ua^la 
{vit Nic Til). 



CHAPTER X 

THE HELIAN DIALOGUE 

The second half of the History opens with a summary and, 
for the most part, colourless record of diplomatic negotiations 
and battles, including a long description of the victory 
of Mantinea, which restored the Lacedaemonian prestige.^ 
Except in one critical incident, which we reserve for the 
I next chapter, the story presents no features that call for 
I discussion. Accordingly we pass on to the end of Book V, 
where, suddenly, we come upon one of the most extraordinary 
and interesting passages in the whole work — the Melian 1 
Dialogue. It is extraordinary because the expedition to 
Melos, considered as an episode in military history, was 
of no importance whatever ; if it had never happened, the 
main result of the Feloponnesian War would have been the 
same. The interest lies in the dialogue which accompanies 
the narrative; and here we happen to possess the detailed 
comments of an ancient critic, Dionysius, who singles out 
this passage — as well he might — for special remark. His 
observations are instructive, and we shall take note of them 
as we proceed. 

The narrative begins as follows.^ 'The Athenians made 
an expedition against the island of Melos. . . . The Melians 
are colonists from Lacedaemon, who would not submit to 
Athens like the other islanders. At first they remained quiet 
and were on neither side, but later, when the Athenians 
tried to coerce them by ravaging their land, they had come 
to open hostilities.' The generals of this expedition, Cleo- 

^ The Seoond Part begins at v. 26, and the remainder of Book V coTors the 
yean 421-416. 
* V. 84 ff. s See iii. 91. 
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medes and TisiajB, encamped with their army on Melos ; 
and before doing any harm to the ooontry they sent envoys 
to negotiate. Instead of bringing these envoys before the 
people, the Melians asked them to explain their errand to 
the magistrates and the chief citizens.' 

The Athenians sneeringly remark that the magistrates are 
evidently afraid of their deluding the people with seductive 
arguments; they accept, however, the proposal of a conference, 
in which the Melians are to criticize and reply to each 
statement as it is made. The Melians answer that they 
have nothing to say against the quiet interchange of ex* 
planations ; ^ but, they add, the presence of the army shows 
plainly that the Athenians have come, not to argue, but 
to judge. The alternative before themselves is war, if they 
make out the justice of their case, and slavery, if they are 
convinced by the Athenians. 

From this point to the end, the historian changes from 
narrative to full dramatic form, prefixing, as in a play, the 
names — * Athenians ', ' Melians ' — to the speeches.^ The 
Athenians begin the statement of their case as follows.^ 

Athenians. Well, then, we on our side will use no 
fine words ; we will not go into a long story, which would 
not convince you, to prove either that our empire is justified 
by our having overthrown the Persians,^ or that our present 
attack upon you was provoked by any injury on your part. 
Nor is it of any use for you to urge that, although Lacedae- 
monian colonists, you have not fought for Sparta, or to plead 
that you have never wronged us. Let us both keep to 
practical matters, and to what we really have in our minds. 
We both know that in human reckoning the question of 
justice comes up for decision only when the pressure of 

^ Note how this situation recaUs Athens' refusal, prompted by Gleon, to 
discuss terms quietly in a privata conference with the Spartan enyoys before 
Sphaoteria, iv. 22. 

* Dion. HaL Thueyd. 87 M /uas d' AnoMpifftws rovro rd ax^fia iumfpf^ffas rd 
dirfyfjfiaruc6Vf irpoffwwowoi^ rhv /ur^ ravra BidKoyor ital 9pafiaTue6¥, 

' The speeches are abbreviated. 

* The standing official justification of the Athenian empire ; cf. vi. 88, &c 



I 



176 THUCYDIDES MYTHICUS 

necessity is equal on both sides; !in practical matters the 
stronger exact what they can, and the weak concede what 
they must. 

' Thucydides begins/ says Dionysius, * by putting together 
a statement which is unworthy of Athens and inappropriate 
to the circumstances/ The opening words ' amount to a 
confession that their hostilities are not justified by any 
provocation'. The rest comes to this: 'You are right in 
thinking that you are yielding to coercion; we are not 
unaware that we are wronging you, and we intend to get 
the better of your weakness by violence.' *Sixh words 
wovld he appropriate to an oriented monarch addressing 
Oreeks ^ ; but it would not be like Athenians speaking to 
the Greeks, whom they had freed from the Persians, to say 
that while the question of justice is for equals, between 
the weak and the strong the issue rests with violence.' 

The Mdians reply that, if the Athenians will speak only 
of expediency and hear nothing of justice, still, even so, it 
is to their own interest to listen to reason. If ever they 
fall themselves, the vengeance that overtakes them will be 
a terrible example to mankind. Then they may repent of 
having set a precedent of unreasonable severity. 

Athenians. We do not look forward with dismay to the 
fall of our empire, if it should ever come. The danger 
is not from Sparta — ruling states are not harsh to the 
vanquished — but from our own subjects who may rise and 
overpower their masters. But you may leave that danger 
to us. We will now point out that, while we are here in 
the interest of our own empire, our present words are designed 
to save your city. We want to add you to our empire with 
the least trouble, and it is for the interests of us both that 
you should be preserved. 

Dionysius comments : The reference to the clemency of 
Sparta amounts to saying ' tyrants are not hated by tyrants '. 

' ThiM^d, 89 ^affiXctHTi ydp fiaffidpots ravra wp^ 'EKkipras (jp/urrt Xiytiv. 
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* The words "you may leave that danger to us " would hardly 
have been used by a wrecker or a pirate, indulging the 
passion of the moment and regardless of vengeance to come.' 

Mdiana. It may be your interest to rule, but how can 
it be ours to be enslaved ? 

Athenians. Because by submission you will avert the 
worst of fates ; while we shall profit by not destroying you. 

Mdiana. But will you not allow us to remain neutral 
and be friends instead of enemies 1 

Athenians. No, your enmity is not half so mischievous 
to us as your friendship; to oar subjects, your hate is an 
argument of our power, your friendship of our weakness. 

Mdians. But are your subjects blind to the difference 
between neutrals and revolted allies ? 

Athenians. Why, both, in their opinion, have no lack 
of justification ; but they think that we are afraid to touch 
you. Thus^ besides adding to our empire, we shall gain in 
security. As masters of the sea, we cannot afford to let 
islanders, and weak ones too, escape us. 

Mdians. But does not security lie in the opposite course 1 
For, to leave justice aside, as you direct, and speak only 
of expediency, will you not turn all who are now neutral 
into enemies ? 

Athenians. We are not afraid of the mainland peoples, 
who are free and can take precautions against us at their 
leisure, but of islanders like you, who are outside our empire, 
and of those who are already within it and chafing at con- 
straint. They are the most likely in their recklessness to 
bring themselves and us into a danger which we foresee. 

Mdians. Surely, if you and your subjects will take all 
this risk, you to keep your empire and they to be rid of it, 
we who are still free should be cowards to submit to slavery. 

Athenians. Not if you prudently reflect. There is no 
question for you of honour, or of avoiding the shame of being 
defeated by equals. You have to think of saving yourselvesi 
instead of opposing overwhelming strength. 

Mdians. But we know that the chances of war some- 

N 
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times redress the inequality of numbers. To yield now would 
extinguish all hope at onoe ; but if we act we have still a 
hope of standing upright 

Athenians. Hope is a consolation in danger, and when 
men have some other support she may bring them to harm, 
but not to utter ruin. But when men stake all they have 
(for she is naturally a spendthrift), in the moment of their 
fall she is recognized for what she is. and nothing is left 
them in respect of which they might be on their guard 
against her, now she is known.^ You are weak and depend 
on a single turn of the scale. Do not choose that fate, like 
So many who, when ordinary human means might still save 
them, in the hour when all their visible hopes fail them at 
the pinch^ turn to the invisible, to divination and oracles 
and the like, which ruin men by the hopes which attend 
them.^ 

' Thucydides/ says Dionysius, ' makes the Athenians reply 
in a style of labyrinthine contortion, about Hope turning out 
for evil to mankind. I cannot understand how any one can 
praise this passage as appropriate in the mouths of Athenian 
officers : that the hope that is from the gods (^ irapb. r&v O^&v 
iXTtls) ruins mankind, and that divination and oracles are no 
help to those who have chosen a life of piety and righteous- 
ness. It was the first and highest praise of Athens that in 
every matter, and at every season, she followed the gods, and 
accomplished nothing without divination and oradea.' * The 
Athenians' next answer is stUl more brutal.' 

Mdians. We know, you may be sure, how hard our 

^ ▼. 108 'BX«2t 5) MvSiSr^ wapa/AvOtw cZffa rohs ftir <M wtpLowriat XP^I^^*^ 
avrff, irAv fiKcaf^, ob KofiuKiV rulis 8) It Swcuf rd IwApxw droppivrov^i (fidmutos yip 
^i/O'ci) &/ia TC ytyyinrKtrai ff^aXivront mi kv tr^ in ^X6^€Tal rts cd^TiJy yyvpi" 
trBuffop oOm kkktiwti. The last olaase means that men are so utterly ruined by 
Elpis that they have no goods left which they could be on their guard 
against risking in another Tenture. 

* Ivctddr nt^o/Upovt airo^ kmXimfftv al ^tmtpal ikwilks, M rdv d^orftt 
KoBtirrayratf itaifrueiiv re Ktit XP^^I"^ ^ ^^ rtHcarra fur' IXiriSoir Xv/ia^Mroc. 
Gf. ill. 46. 6 (Diodotus) 4 re 'EKwit koI 6*Epon . . . Svra d^ar^ /tptiffaot karl rShf 
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struggle will be against your power and also against Fortune, 
if she is not impartial Tet we trust that in respect of 
fortune that is from Heaven ^ we shall not stand lower than 
you, because we are pure men standing against the unrighteous. 
And our weakness will be compensated by the aid of the 
Lacedaemonians, who are bound in honour to save their 
kinsmen. Thus our boldness is not utterly unreasonable. 

Athenians. Oh, as for the favour of the divine, we 
too do not expect to be left behind. Our dai/ms and awr 
actions do nob go beyond men*8 conmion opiniona about the 
divine^ or their wishes for themselves. Of divinity we believe^ 
ami of humanity we knoio^ that everywhere^ by constraint of 
n^aiure, it rules wherever it can hold the mastery. We did 
not lay down this law^ nor are we the first to observe it ; 
U existed already when we inherited it, and we shall bequeath 
it to exist for ever.^ We observe it now with the knowledge 
that you or any one else, if you had our power, would do the 
same. As for the honour of Lacedaemon, we congratulate 
your innocence, but do not envy your folly. The Spartans 
are very virtuous among themselves; but towards others, 
a word is enough to describe their conduct: they are the 
most notorious instance we know of men who identify the 
honourable with the pleasant, and the just with the expe- 
dient. 

We will follow this horrible conversation no further, but 
only quote the conclusion of Dionysius' commentary, which 
runs thus: 'It is clear that the historian was not present 
at this conference, and received no report of it from the 
Athenians or the Melians who took part in it. From his 
own statement in the previous book we know that after his 
command at Amphipolis he was banished and spent in Thrace 

^ Y. 104 rp likv t6xo ^ff '''ov Btlov. 

* Y. 105 T^s yikv roiyw vpdt to Buw (rov Btlov, KrOger) f^/MKciof 0^8* fftcir ol6/ntSa 
X€Xci^<r0ai* oMr yAp l£« rijt ipOpenrtUa rSf¥ fi^r h rd Bttdtf yofdfftws, rw d* It 
c^s avro^ fiovX^iattn 9iiuuovfiMv f vpiffaofuy, ^yo6ntBa ydp t6 tc Bmv 96^jf t6 
dyBpifwu6y re ffou^Sn ^ warrdr imh ^atcn dtw^KolaSf oS Ay Mpar^, fyx**^' '^ 4/**^' 
oirrt Bhrrtt rbr y6fte» oGrt Ktt/Uwqt wpSnoi xPl^^/'^^^f ^^"'^^ ^ wofoka^rrts md 
ic6fUvoi^ It aid Korakibffoms xp^t^^^ airr^, 
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all the rest of the years of war. The dialogue is an invention, 
and the only question is whether he has made it appropriate 
to the circumstances and fitting to the characters of the 
interlocutors, '' keeping as closely f^ possible to the general 
sense of what was really said/' according to his own profes- 
sion in the proem to the history. 

'Now, the Melians' words about freedom, where they 
appeal to the Athenians 'not to enslave an Hellenic state 
which was doing them no wrong, are suitable both to the 
speakers and to the facts. But is there any such propriety in 
Athenian officers speaking as these do about justice, not 
allowing the question to be discussed or mentioned, but 
bringing in the law of viclefnce and coveUmsnesa} and declar- 
ing that the only rights of the weak consist in the pleasure of 
the stronger ? I cannot think this statement befittiog to officers 
sent) on a mission to a foreign state by the city whose laws 
were fairest of alL 

' Again, the Melians were citizens of an insignificant state 
which had never performed any glorious action. The 
Athenians, on the contrary, had chosen to abandon their land 
and their city in the Persian war, rather than submit to 
a dishonourable summons. I cannot believe that, while the 
Melians thought more of honour than of safety and were 
ready to endure the last extremity sooner than be driven to 
any unseemly action, the Athenians would charge with folly 
men who were making the very choice they had made them- 
selves in the 'Persian invasion. No, in my belief, if any one 
else had ventured to speak like this in the presence of 
Athenians, he would have grievously offended the men who 
civilized the world. 

* For these reasons I cannot approve this dialogue, as 
compared with the other which I have contrasted with it 
in detail. In that other the Lacedaemonian Ai'chidamus 
makes a just demand to the Plataeans ; and the style- 
employed is clear and pure, without any contorted tropes 
and incoherencios. In the Melian dialogue, the wisest of the 
Greeks produce the most dishonourable arguments, cpnveyed 

^ Dion. Hal. ThuuydU 41 r^v r^ fiUu itai wKmw^Uu w6itw tUrSr^wrti, 
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in a most unpleasing style. Urdeae indeed we are to mppoee 
that the historiaTi^ nursing a grudge against the dty which had 
condemned hvm^ has p&ured upon her all these ahames, which 
were bound to ^make all men hale her.^ For the thoughts 
and words of representatives, entrusted with high powers to 
negotiate for their country with foreign states, are always 
attributed to the whole community which sends them.' 

The ancient critic, we notice, is not quite satisfied, with the 
explanation, ' a personal grudge.' He is dissenting from the 
common verdict which singled out this passage in the history 
for special praise,^ and the gist of his judgement is that the 
dialogue is dramatically a failure, unless indeed we are to 
think that the improbabilities are due to deliberate malice. 
We believe, however, that as before, in the case of Cleop, 
a personal grudge is not the whole, or the main, account of 
the matter; and we think that the/ admirers of this passage 
were better judges than Dionysius of its artistic quality. 

We have ahready remarked that, as an incident in the 1 
Peloponnesian war, the Melian expedition was a trivial affair ; 
the population of a small island was wiped out, and that was 
the end of it. The significance of the event is only moral, 
and it is meant to be studied from that side. Our first - 
question is : Why has Thucydides abandoned his practice of 
writing public speeches, ahd preferred the dramatic form of 
conversation ? 

The proposal for a private discussion is made by the 
Melians and accepted by the Athenian officers with a sneer. 
^ Well then/ say the latter, * let us have no fine words about 
justice on either side, but keep to practical matters, and say 
what we really have in our minds.' What the Athenians 
have in their minds is then disclosed in all its horrible 
deformity. The cynical avowal of unprovoked aggression ; 
< the law of violence and covetousness ' ; the admission that 
what they fear is not the victory of Sparta but the vengeance 

^ £2 fA^I &pa iKmricucajcSnf 6 ffvyifpa^ths r$ v^Xct M r^ KaraSixfiWf ravra rd dytifh/ 
Kartaxilkurw ainiis, ^ &v Sanrrtt fuafyiuv aMpf ifukkoy. 
s Ch. 87 init. 
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of their own oppressed subjects ; — all this culminates in the 
blasphemous insult to heaven. ' Of divinity we believe, and 
of humanity we know that everywhere, under constraint of 
nature, it rules wherever it can hold the mastery. We did 
not make this law, nor are we the first to observe it It 
existed already when we inherited it ; we shall bequeath it to 
exist for ever.' Words to make the blood of any Qreek run 
cold, even without the ghastly reminiscence of Antigone's 
appeal to the over-ruling Law of God : 

Not of io-daj nor yesterday, it liyea 

For ever, and none knows firom whence it dawned. 

But there is another reminiscence, no less significant. 
When Xerxes calls together the Persian nobles to lay be- 
fore them his design of conquering Greece, the speech put 
in his mouth by Herodotus ^ opens thus : ' Persians, I shall 
not lay down a new law among you which I myself have 
introduced, but I shall observe one that I have received 
from them that were before me. For, as I learn from older 
men, we have never reposed ourselves since we took the 
supremacy from the Medes . • . but God thus leads us on,^ 
and we, following this guidance in many enterprises, are 
much advantaged.' 

Dionysius, as himself a Greek, feels that the language 
which Thucydides assigns to the Athenians is 'fit only 
for an oriental monarch', and that no Greek could have 
used it ; — except, we will add, on one condition : that the 
speaker be mad. And, in fact, as we read the dialogue, 
the impression deepens that the Athenian ^ spokesman is out 
oLJbis right mind. We can, moreover, put a name to the 
special form of his madness, which shows the peculiar 
symptoms of a state classed, perhaps rightly, by the Greeks 
as pathological The two notes of it are Insolence {ippis) 
and Blindness (Inj, in the subjective sense). 'Insolence' is 
a weak translation of the Greek term, which covered two 
types of insane exaltation, distinguishable, but closely allied. 
One is exuberant, sanguine, triumphant, fed by alluring 

1 Herod. viLS. 

' ec^s Tc O0TM dy€t. Gf. Soph. Ant (loo. cit. infra, p. 1S4) $€^ Aytiwp^ Srw, 
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Hope, leaping to olasp hands with unconquerable Desire, f 
The other is cold-drawn, masked, cruel, cynical, defiant of 
the gods, self-assured of its own worldly wisdom. The former j 
type we shall meet with presently; the latter is portrayed 
with finished art in the dialogue which leads up to the Melian 
massacre. Both are blind, — ^blind to the doom towards which 
the one speeds exultingly, blind to the vengeance which the 
other impiously denies. 

This effect of blindness comes out curiously in an utterance 
of the Athenians later in the dialogue : ^ * Surely you ai'e 
not going to turn to that sense of ' honour ' which ruins 
so many when dishonour and danger stare them in the face I 
Many whose eyes were still open to the end whither they 
were borne have been drawn on, under the powerful spell 
of a mere name, by this so-caUed ' honou/r \ until, victims 
of a phrase, they have voluntarily fallen upon irremediable 
calamities and sunk by their folly to a deeper depth of 
dishonour than fortune would have inflicted.' Observe 
how in this sentence al(ry;6ini is used both in the moral 1 

sense of ' honour ', and to mean merely the disgrace of being i 

beaten. The speaker is not conscious of any change of | 

meaning ; he has lost aU senae of the difference between | 

honour and success, dishonour and defeat. He is already ; 

smitten with the blindness by which insolent cruelty brings 
vengeance on itself. 

' Beverence, daughter of Forethought, crowns mankind with 
goodness and with joys. But over them steals a dim mist 
of unconsciousness and turns aside the straight path of action, 
away from right-mindedness.' ^ 

Thucydides' first reason for choosing the dialogue form 
is that this pathological state of mind cannot be directly 

^ ▼. 111. 8 o^ T^f) ^ M 7c Ti^r |y roTr al<rxporf Ktd w^o6trrois mrSvroir vktiffra 
^iOipOilpovffait dyOpinrovs atifx^^^^ TpifteBt, woXkois y^p wpoopoffiMvoa in Is oTa 
^ipoimu t6 alffxp^^ KoXoCfAtwop Mfiarot ^vayofyov 9wd/i9i iimn^ffaTO 1i<riTrfi%tai 
Tw f^ftarot ipyv (vpufpopiui danficioTOif ht^tmu wtpiwtatiw, mqI alcx^^V^ alcx^^ 

* Pindar, 01. yii. 48 ; cf. 1. 89. 
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unfolded in a public speech designed to convince a large 
audience. Another motive which may have influenced him 
is that this form is better suited to dramatic irony. The 
reader who has followed us so far will not have missed 
the passage, which excites Dionysius' astonishment, where 
Thucydides 'in a style of labyrinthine contortion makes 
the Athenian speak of Hope as turning out for evil to 
mankind'. Again we find Elpis spoken of as a personal 
agency. ' Hope is a consolation in danger, and when men 
have something else to depend on she may bring them to 
harm, but not to utter ruin. But when men stake all 
they have (for she is naturally a spendthrift), in the moment 
of their fall she is recognized for what she is, and nothing 
is left them in respect of which they might be on their guard 
against her now she is known.' This sentence is almost 
paraphrased from a chorus in the A7Uig<me, where Sophocles 
sets forth the theological theory of Delusion sent by God 
upon a doomed sinner in the form of passionate Ambition. 
* For that far-roving Hope, though many men have comfort 
' of her, to many is a Delusion that wings the dreams of 
Desire; and he whom she haunts knows nothing till he 
bum his foot against hot fire. For with wisdom hath 
one given forth the famous saying that, soon or late, evil 
seems good to him whose mind God draws to ruin : and 
from the blindness of that ruin his acts are free no more 
than for a moment's span.'^ 

^ Soph. Antigwie 616 :— 

'A ')/Ap 9^ wo\ivkayiCTOs *EX.vU 

wokkoit fi^v ivaffts dyd/xDr, 

woWois 8* 'Aw&ra mv^wSoav ipttirwy 

wfhf vvflt $tp/if ir69a ris vpoaa6ir\i, co^ yitp |« rov 

Kkttvbv iwos W^orrcu, 

rd /caic^ do««W wcr* M\6v 

T^ ififitv trqf <ppiyas 

0*6s dy€i vpdf drear 

vpAffffH d* dXlytarow XP^^ lirrdf &n$. 

The last line means that he will soon commit the fatal act, to which blind- 
ness (cfny) makes him liable, which Eipis-Apatd prompts, and which 
precipitates Euin CAny). 
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The Athenians, on the eve of the Sicilian expedition, are ' ' 
good counsellors to warn the Melians against spendthrift 
Hope 1 The irony is repeated at the dose of the conference. 
The Melians had ended with a renewed declaration of trost 
in ' the fortune from the divine which hitherto has preserved 
them ' and in the help of Lacedaemon. The Athenians reply : J 
' Well, we mnst say that this decision of yours makes us think 
you altogether singular in the way you count upon the future 
as clearer than what is under your eyes, and contemplate 
things unseen as already being realized in your fond wishes. 
The more completely you have staked all on the Lacedaemo- 
nians and Fortune and Hopes, the more utter will be your 



■ 9 1 

rum. * 



The speaker is unconscious that even now Hope is busy in 
attendance at Athens, with her flattering suggestion of the 
wealth in Fortune's store. In the impious exaltation of 
strength he is unaware of the haunting Spirit of Delusion at 
his side, who will be known for what she is only in the 
moment of Athens' £eJ1. The ' dim mist of unconsciousness ' 
has stolen down upon him ; he is smitten with madness — 
blind. 

The thoughts and words of representatives, as Dionysius 
says, are always attributed to the whole community which 
entrusts them with their mission. Thucydides intends us to j 
feel, with no opening for mistake, that Athens was mad 
when she committed this act of unprovoked, insolent cruelty, 
comparable with the act which Cleon had formerly advised 
and of which she had repented just in time. There was no 
repentance now. ' The siege was pressed hard, there was 
treachery among the citizens themselves, and Melos surrendered 
at discretion. The Athenians thereupon put to death all the 
adult males whom they caught, and sold into slavery the 
children and the women. Later, they colonized the island 
themselves, sending thither five hundred settlers.' 

^ Y. 118 dXX' c^ n&ifoi y€ dw6 rof&rwif rw 0ov\tvfi&TMtf &t ^iwp 9om9it€, rd /i)v 
fUWovra iw 6pci/Urcgif acbpitrrtpa Mfiptrt, rd Si d^oy^ r^ $ovKt<rBai &s yiyySfAwa 
Ijini $taff$t, Koi AoK^Soifaoyiois Mtd T^XV **^ '^k'rin vXcr<rror 9J^ wxpafitfiKiifUpoi 
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In the older hifitories it was the eastern at this point to 
censure Thucydides for recording the massacre with no 
expression of disapproval 1 

Whose doing was this ? Thucydides has not told us who 
played on this occasion the part which Cleon played in the 
massacre of Mytilene; but Plutarch informs us.^ It was 
Alcibiades. The biographer tells how his public munificence^ 
his illustrious birth, his eloquence, his bodily strength and 
beauty, disposed the Athenians to indulge his lawlessness and 
give it the mildest names — of boyish frolic and ambition. 
Once he shut up the painter Agatharchos in his own house 
till his portrait was finished, and then gave him the house for 
his fee. He beat Taureas, in a fit of pique, because he had 
been his successful rival in providing a chorus. He selected 
a woman from among the Melian prisoners, and reared the 
child he had by her. * EvevMhia the Athenians would have 
caUed hindhearted ; only that he had been chiefly responsible^ by 
supporting the decree^ for the massacre of aU the advZt male 
inhabitants of Melos* 

A dark passage this, which Thucydides, for whatever treason, 

has omitted. Had the stem historian a touch of weakness 

which disposed him, not, like his countiymen, to use niild 

I names, but to draw a veil over some part of the brilliant 

. picture? Or — a likelier supposition — is he reserving Alcibiades 

for a different and more characteristic effect ? Cold-blooded 

cruelty was not the dominant trait in that mutable disposition ; 

he kindly reared the child of his Melian captive, whose father, 

brothers, husband, perhaps, had perished by the decree which 

he supported. He may have remembered the compassion of 

I Ajax for his Trojan captive, Tecmessa, and for their infant 

' child Eurysakes, 'whelp of a lioness forlorn,' ' from whom 

Alcibiades' family traced their descent^; for his own father, 

Cleinias, had died in battle, and left him to the guardianship 

of his kinflman, Pericles, as Ajax left Eurysakes to Teucer. 

» Plut AU, xvi. 

* Soph. AjcM 645-668 ; 086 &t «ci^ nitiiivw Xtabnii, 

' Plato, jUdXK 1. 121 ▲, Alcibiades sayi, mi yAp rd ^/Ur^pw (yiyot dytt^pcroi), 
St XifMparts, ctff Eitpvodttrj, 
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Here, perhaps, we may see another motive for the choice of 
the dialogue form. One alternative would have been to 
report the debate in the Athenian assembly, at which the 
decree of massacre was moved ; but a speech from Alcibiades 
in support of it would have been too close and obvious 
a parallel to Cleon's Mytilenean speech. Alcibiades is not I 
to appear like a second Cleon ; for it was not he, but Athens, 
that was mad and blinded with the thirst of gain and the 
thirst of blood. So the historian saw her; so also did 
Euripides. The prologue to the Trojan Women,^ first per- 
formed in the interval between the massacre of Melos and the 
Sicilian expedition, ends thus: — 

How are je blind, 
Te treadera down of cities, ye that oast 
Temples to desolation, and lay waste 
Tombs, the untrodden sanctuaries where lie 
The ancient dead ; yoTuselves so soon to die I 

* Ear. TroadeSf 96, Mr. Oilbert Hurray's version. See also Mr. Hurray's 
Introduction to his translation of the play. 



CHAPTER XI 

THB lion's whelp 

Thebe are in European history perhaps a dozen bom 
heroes whom posterity will never reduce to common pro- 
portions. They turn the soberest heads in their own genera- 
tion, infecting the most prosaic observers with poetry; and 
when the incorruptible evidence of monument and archive 
is wanting, they are put beyond the reach of criticism. 
We must submit to be dazzled as their contemporaries were ; 
only let us realize that we are dazzled, and not take the 
romantic creatures for more solid stuff than they are, or 
ever have been. 

When Socrates, at Agathon's banquet, has finished his 
encomium of Eros with tiie innermost revelation of Beauty, 
a sudden knocking is heard at the gate of the courtyard, 
a noise of revellers, and a flute-girl's voice. A moment 
later, drunken, and crowned with a thick wreath of ivy 
and violets, Alcibiades stands in the doorway like an appari- 
tion. Agathon's company were already flushed with wine; 
but the sight of Alcibiades was a more potent intoxication. 
The value of their evidence before the court of History will 
lie just in the witness they bear to the most important 
fact about Alcibiades — the fact that no one could resist 
him. The spell of physical beauty was a thing that made 
the wisest of that company feel like a fawn trembling in 
the clutches of a lion.^ Another of them, Aristophanes, 
handles his Fheidippides tenderly in the Clouds. We must 
be content with the portrait left us from the days when 
two neighbours could not meet in the streets of Athens 

> ^ Sooraiea in Plato, Charm, 165 ix 
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without passing the news of Alcibiades' latest frolic ; but 
we may bear in mind that they were not bent on collecting 
the sort of evidence we like to use in our judicious estimates 
of character. 

Plutarch's life of Alcibiades is a vivid and harmonious 
composition, because Plutarch saw the personality with an 
artist's intuition of its total effect, and knew that a good 
anecdote is more illuminating than a volume of criticism. 
His principal authorities for the early part of his hero's 
career were Plato and Thucydides. That Plato, who idealized | 
the whole world of things, idealized the persons in his dia- 
logues, we have always perceived; so we fall back on the 
historian and try to patch up a real Alcibiades, by taking 
the substance (as we call it) of his narrative for a framework. 
It may be, however, that the substance is not separable, in 
this case either, from the form. Even Thucydides* treatment 
of the character, as we shall now try to show, is already 
dramatic and 'mythical'. 

To avoid breaking the thread, we took the Melian episode 
out of its chronological order. We must now go back to 
the early chapters of Book Y where the Second Part of 
Thucydides' history begins, and follow his narrative of the 
incident in which Alcibiades' type is fixed. 

The two great enemies of peace had fallen at Amphipolis, 
and both sides were weary of the war and disheartened. The 
Athenians, beaten at Delium and again in the North, 'no 
longer possessed that confidence in the hope of their strength 
which had made them reject the earlier proposals of peace, 
when good fortune was with them and they expected to 
triumph. They repented of having lost the fair opportunity 
of reconciliation after Pylos'.^ The Spartans too were 
disappointed. Their annual invasions had not weakened 
Athens as they had hoped; the disaster of Sphacteria 
was unprecedented in the annals of Lacedaemon ; and the 
occupation of Pylos and Cythera was a constant menace, 
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for at any moment a general revolt of the serfs might 
spread like a conflagration. Their kinsmen, captured on 
the island, were still in durance at Athens, the earlier 
negotiations for their recovery having failed, while Athens, 
in the flowing tide of success,^ had refused fair terms. 
But now the troublers of Greece, Cleon and Brasidas, were 
lying quiet in Thracian soil ; and their successors in influence 
— Nikias at Athens, and King Pleistoanax, lately restored 
from exile, at Sparta — both made for peace. 

Nikias is described for us in terms which are designed 
to set his character in pointed contrast to Cleon's. He too 
had been favoured by Fortune, but he had escaped the 
delusions of Hope.^ More than for any of his contemporaries, 
the tide of success ^ had flowed steadily for Nikias ; but 
his only ambition was, ' while he was still unscathed and 
held in repute, to preserve his good fortune to the end. For 
the moment he desired to have rest from toil himself and to 
give rest to his countrymen, and for the time to come to 
leave behind the name of a man who in all his life had 
never brought disaster on his city. He thought this end 
could best be achieved by taking no risks and trusting 
himself as little as possible to Fortune; and that risks 
I were best avoided by peace '. A sober and reverent man, 
who thanked the gods for blessing him with success in 
arms and an unstained reputation ; well fitted to give his 
name to the peace with which the first part of Thucydides' 
j history concludes ; infinitely pathetic, as an unwilling leader 
( of the wild chase for empire in the western seas. 

We need not follow the intricate disputes and diplomatic 
manoeuvres which worked up the latent ill-feeling on both 
sides to the pitch of exasperation. In the spring of 420 
the war-party at Athens came in at the elections. Nikias 
was not returned to the office of General ; but in his place 
appears for the first time another, very difierent^ figure. 



^ ▼. 16. 2 tb ^^fuvai, 

' ot avwrftrarififi rals kXtAci rwr roAxrwK, Plut. ^tc «t Qrasai cony). iT. 

' ▼. 16. 1 cd ^pdfuvot. 
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whose fortoneB were to be strangely and fatally linked with 
his. 

* Foremost among those who desired an immediate renewal 
of war was Alcibiades, the son of Cleinias, a man who was 
still of an age that would in any other city have been thought 
youthful, but influential on account of his illustrious ancestry. 
He really thought that the Argive alliance was the better 
policy, but he took that side, against Sparta, because his 
pride and ambition were piqued. The Lacedaemonians had 
negotiated the peace through Nikias and Laches, neglecting 
him on account of his youth and showing no respect for their 
old connexion with his family, which his grandfather had 
renounced, but he had set his heart on renewing by his own 
attentions to the captives from Sphacteria. He thought that 
on all hands he was being put in the background '.^ 

We noticed in the case of Cleon the care with which 
Thucy dides selects the occasion for the entrance of a principal 
character ; the present instance shows an equal skilL Alci- 
biades' first recorded exploit in public life was a dishonourable 
trick played upon an embassy from Sparta. Thucydides 
chose that this should be so, for reasons which we shall not 
be long in perceiving. The story of the episode is treated 
in considerable detail, so as to fix the impression; reduced 
to the barest summary, it was as follows. 

By means of a pledge of co-operation, given at a secret 
interview, Alcibiades persuaded ^ the ambassadors to contradict 
before the Assembly a statement they had previously made 
to the Council; then he turned upon them and denounced 
them for playing fast and loose. The people lost all patience 
with them, and so Alcibiades won both his points : he threw 
Athens into the arms of Argos, and avenged on the Spartans 
his own wounded pride. He would teach them not to neglect 
him as too young to be reckoned with, not to disregard the 
overtures he had made them, courting a renewal of his family 
connexion by flattering attentions to the prisoners. 

^ v.iS. 

* Y. 45 irc£9ci vtertr Ms, Plut. Nie. z. 6 'AXjufitASris . . . wtpi^XBw a^o^ 8i* 
MkTfif uai SpMU¥ (Sv w&m cv/twpi^ojy, . . • 
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'The trick which deluded the Lacedaemonians also com- 
pletely deluded Nikias.' ^ Still urging his pathetic formula,' 
'Now that your prosperity is on a firm footing, it is best 
to preserve your good fortune to the end/ Nikias got himself 
sent on a fool's errand to Sparta. His n^otiations mis- 
carried, and immediately, ' in a fit of passion,' Athens con- 
cluded the alliance with Argos.' 

'The statecraft of Alcibiades,' writes Plutarch,^ 'was 
treacherous and false. The worst charge against him is a 
\' malicious tric k (InrAn j) by which, as Thucydides tells, he 
deluded the Spartan^ envoys and put an end to the peace. 
Yet this policy, though it plunged Athens again in war, made 
her strong and terrible, for Alcibiades secured the alliance 
with Mantinea and Argos '. 

Strong and terrible and treacherous, the young lion would 
have his country to be like himself 'His disposition was 
full of shifts and inconsistencies.^ There were many violent 
passions in his nature; but strongest of all was ambition 
and the desire to be first, as may be seen in the anecdotes 
of his childhood. Once, when he was gripped in a wrestling- 
match, to save himself from being thrown, he wrenched the 
clasped hands of his antagonist up to his mouth and made 
as if to bite them through. The other relaxed his grip and 
cried, " Do you bite like a woman, Alcibiades 1 " " No," he 
answered, " I bite like a lion." '^ 

^ Y. 46 6 Vudca, Koiittp rSnf AoKtZaifiWi&if a^&w ^varfj/Uyaiv ical a^dt l£^a- 
Tfffihfot, . . . Plutarch, Ale, p. 198 rdr 82 Ntirfay tmrktifa ttx* «ei2 Marff^ia rSn^ 
dyS/Mor r^ /4cra/3oX^, dyvoowra rifr AwArtjiy mi rdv 96\oif. 

' Y. 46 ir<lA(n fikw yd.p c9 k<rrinvif rSm ftporfyArw c&t l«i rXcTcrror &pi9rw cfycu 

* Y. 46. 6 diwxvpi<rairrit r« abrov &t ^Kowra^ 61 'A^ipoToc oMr Iff r^t A«urc8aX- 
uo¥Ot ittvpafyfiivoVf ti9bs 8c* 6py7Jt c7xo''i Kfd ¥OfAl(<»r€t d8(jrcr<r9flu • . . iwoi^ffavro 
OMwZis . • • • 

^ Plutarch, Ale it Cbr. ooif^. 2. 288 //AKiara 8) Kcenjyopov^u^ a'brov luuNiftfiwxy 
«a2 dinln;^. . . . 

* Gf. Plutarch, Ale, zziii, for another aspect of his Yersatilitj : l^v y^p, Sn 

/iotova^at teat ctfyoiiowaBttw roTt kmrtfMptwi Kot rait Ztairau, d^vripas rptwofiiv^ 
rpowAs Tov xf'^foiyioirTOt, 

* Plat. Ale ii. 
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And as the lion's whelp the doting multitude would hail 
him. ' Though men of repute/ says Plutarch,^ ' regarded with 
abhorrence and indignant fear his reckless defiance of all 
law, as a wildness that savoured of despotism, the feeling 
of the people towards him is best described in Aristophanes' 
line: 

They hunger for him, and hate him, and most have him. 

Aristophanes touches it still more closely in the parable : 

Best not to rear a lion in a city; 

But if yon rear him, wait upon his moods.' 

Both quotations are from the last scene of the Frogs? where 
the couplet about the lion is put in the mouth of Aeschylus, 
in reply to a demand for his advice to Athens about Alci- 
blades. Coming from Aeschylus, the words must allude — no 
Athenian could miss the reference — to the famous simile in 
the third chorus of the Agameinmon : ' 

A young babe Lion, stiU at breast, 

Was home onoe by a Herdsman borne, •* 

Housed beneath roof among the rest 

And reared there ; in his early mom 
And first of age, aU gentle, mild. 

Youth's darling, the delight of Eld ; 
And ofttimes, like a nursling child, 

In arms with happy love was held, 
While the weak flesh, demure and bland, * 
With fawning wooed the fostering hand. 

But age grown ripe, his humour showed 
Che bom touch that his parents had ; 

Thank-offering when his nurture owed, 
A banquet, ere the master bade^ 

* AU, xW. 

* Ar. Frogsy 1425 it The first line mB^t/ih, kyOaipti M, /SodXcroi V Ix^ir is 
spoken by Dionysus In reply to Euripides' question, how Athens feels 
towards Alcibiades, who was now for the second time in exile. The MSS. 
preserve two alternative forms of Aeschylus' reply : — 

AES. ob xpHi Kiam'os ine6/AV<iw kv v^Aci rpi^ir, 
fidXiffra /tiv Xiorra ftj) V w6Kti rpt^a^f 
Ijjw 8* kierpa^i rif , rots rpSfWOta lnniptrtiv» 
The last two lines are those which appear in Plutarch loc. eit. (except that 
Plutarch has iitrp4^). 

' Hermann (Opusc iL 882 cit. Rogers ad loc.) remarked that these lines 
were probably adumbrated from the parable in this chorus. 

O 
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With suoh wild slaughter he prepared, 
It sluiced the dwelling foul with gore. 

While helpless, all aghast, they stared 
Upon that hloody mischief sore : — 

Biyine Will there had found him room. 

Housed, to be Priest of slaughtering Doom.^ 

When we find Aeschylus in the Frogs referring to these 
1 stanzas, they seem to read afi an awful prophecy. Treacherous 
and strong and terrible, the young ci-eature, whose brilliant 
beauty and wild ways made him the idol and cynosure of 
the gaping citizens, has already given, in his first public 
exploit, an earnest of his quality ; he turns upon the Spartans, 
whose friendship he had courted, as a lion-cub bites the hand 
it has licked. Such is the impression which Thucydides has 
conveyed by his choice of this incident to sound the relevant 
note in Alcibiades' variable character. We cannot doubt 

(that the effect is intentional : Alcibiades comes before us as 
an incarnation of ApatS. Thus one of a well-known train 
of mythical figures treads the invisible stage, and a second 
r is soon to follow. Hybris, the cruel spirit of madness, which 
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\ \ fell on the Athenian people just before the Sicilian expedition 
\ I —her entrance we have marked in the Melian dialogue. 

Both figures take us back to the other great expeditions 
for conquest across the seas. 

The design here reproduced is from the body of an Apulian 
krater^ which dates from about the middle or end of the 



^ Aeschylus, J^om. 717, Dr. Headlam's yersion, CamXyridge PradtdimB^ 
1906, p. 120. Dr. Headlam comments : ' Here, expressly, Helen ' (symbolized 
by the young lion) ' is the instrument of Ate ; and the point is enforced by 
a technical deyioe widely practised in the choral lyric' Beferring to the 
lines, ^cu^ponrhs voW x^P"^ <ra/|ywr re yaarp^ iydymus, corresponding to itc 
$tov V ltp€vs rif ''A\ras i6ftois wpoatBpi^Otff Dr. Headlam continues : ' The 
stress of the last sentence, which of course would be accentuated in the 
singing, falls upon the word 'Araf : now in the preyious strophe the word in 
the corresponding position of emphasis is mlwir. Attention is thereby 
called to » correspondence in idea ; the Lion-cub or Helen is acting like the 
dvdrrj of 'An;, which we remember in the Psnae ^^/mmt wapaaalvtij' 

* Naples Museum, Heydemann, Cat 8258 ; Mon, Ined, d. IntL Arch, ix (1878), 
Tay. i;U; AnmiU (1878), p. 22 ft; Wiener VorUgtMmer, yii« 6a ; Baumeister, 
DflfOemdlfr, Taf. yi, Fig. 449, p. 408. My attention was drawn to this yase by 
Miaa Jane £. Harrison, 
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fourth century B.C. The representation falls, as usual, into 
three tiers. Midway in the second tier and occupying 
the centre of the whole composition, Darius (inscribed) is 
seated on a splendid throne. Behind him stands one of his 
guards with sword drawn ready for execution — ready ad- 
visedly, for the old man in the pointed cap and travelling 
boots, who stands in front of the king with uplifted warning 
finger, has come on a perilous journey. He is standing on 
the fatal golden plinth. Aelian tells us that Mf any one 
desired to give counsel to the Persian King on very secret 
and dubious matters, he must do so standing on a plinth of 
gold; if he was held to have given good advice, he took 
the plinth away with him as a reward ; but he was scourged 
all the same, because he had gainsaid the King ' ^. We are 
reminded of the warning of Ai*tabanus ^ ; the whole scene 
signifies that to Darius, as to Xerxes, warning was given, 
only to be disregarded. 

The lowest tier contains a group designed to emphasize 
the wealth and splendour of the King who is going to his 
doom. The treasurer, holding his account-book, is receiving 
the tribute.^ One tributary pours his gold out on the table, 
another brings three golden cups, three more prostrate them- 
selves in the oriental manner, abhorred of the Greek. 

In the uppermost tier is high Olympus,, marked by two 
golden stars; and here is played out the abstract, mythical 
counterpart of the human drama. To the right, Asia (in- 
scribed) is seated on the altar basis of her national goddess^ 
Aphrodite Ourania — her who at Athens, as Pausanias ^ tells 
us, was represented in ancient herm-shape, the * Eldest of 
the Fates '. In front of Asia, beckoning her to ruin, is 

^ Aelian, V, H. 12. 62. Attention was first eaUed to this passage by Prof. 
Brunn in his discussion of the vase, SUzungsb, d. Ba/^, AJkad, ISSl, ii. 107. 

* Herod, vii. 10. 

' The acoount-book is inscribed : TaXarra H ; and on the table is a row of 
eight figures which are the initials of Mupioc, X/Xioi, Hcxar^K, A^jca, n^yrf, 
'OfioXU, 'Ufuo&6>uov, TtTafn7ifA6piov, BOckh, Arch, Zvit, 1857, p. 69. 

* Pans. i. 19. 2 raCrrif ydp cxVf"'' A^^^ rtrpdyoivoy iearit ravrit roTr 'Ep/icur. t6 
M htiypafifM arffialpii ri)v o^ptu^iay 'A^potlnfv raw MoikovfUvctw Moipwy cTkoc 
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ApatS (AnA[TH]), her own inoamate passion, yet at the same 
time the minister of Zeus, who himself sits serene with 
thunderbolt and sceptre. Dress and action of Apatd are alike 
f significant. She wears the conventional costume of an Erinys 
I — short chiton with a beast's skin over it^ and high hunter's 
boots ; she even has snakes in her hair. Her gesture shows 
that she is about to perform the ritual act proper to the 
declaration of war — the act of throwing a burning torch 
between the combatants.^ Victory is for Greece; Nike, 
standing at the knee of Zeus, points to Hellas, on whom 
Athena lays a protecting hand. And since Marathon was 
fought on the sacred day of Artemis and Apollo,^ they too 
are present — ^Apollo with his Delian swan, Artemis mounted 
on her stag.' 

The class of vases to which this kraier belongs are the 
only class which we know to have been influenced by 
tragedy ; and the arrangement of the design, with its upper 
and lower tiers, may recall the description we gave of the 
Aeschylean drama.^ It illustrates in spatial form the double 
\ I effect we spoke of — the unseen supernatural action developed 
wn a parallel series with the human action on the stage. The 
/ link between the two is Apatd, one of those ministerinflf 
daemons, ' between mortal and immortal,' who are described 
by Diotima in the Symposium as * interpreting and con- 
veying, to and fio, to the gods what comes from men, and 

^ Schol. Ad Eurip. Phoen, 1877 vpd yiip r^ tlpitrton r$s triknyyot iv nut 
fidX"^^ '^ ^o^' funfOfiaxoviTiv kv /Utrqf res Ka/AwASa leaiofUytpf fypiwrt, <nffMW rod 
Kardp^affOat r^ Mx7'* 

* Plat, da Olor, Ath, vii. The feBtiral was really in honour of Artemis and 
Enyalios ; the presence of Apollo is oomplimentary. 

' Although scenes of daily life on vases are innumerable, scenes from 
legend or * history ' are very few in number. Arkesilas of Cyrene appears, 
weighing his silphium ; Croesus upon his funeral pyre ; Harmodius and 
Aristogeiton slaying Hipparchus ; Sappho, with Eros, or the Muses, and 
once with Alcaeus ; the Persians, on the Darius vase. To appear on a vase- 
painting was equivalent to a sort of pagan canonization. For a complete 
list of historical subjects of vase-paintings see H. B. Walters, BisL qf Ane. 
Potiery, U. U9. 

' This description, by the way, was written before the writer had seen the 
design* 



} 



THE lion's whelp 197 

to men what comes from the gods'.^ Porphyry, where he 
enlarges on the daemonology of this part of the Symposium^ 
preserves in a philosophic form some very ancient doctrines 
of mythology. Speaking of the evil daemons he says : ' All 
unrestrained lust and hope of wealth and of glory comes 
through these, and most of all, deluaf^on,' ^ That sentence 
will serve as a commentary on the ApuHan vase, on the 
PersiaTis of Aeschylus, or on the last three books of 
Herodotus. 

For Apatd played her part also in the infatuation of 
Xerxes.* When we know the mythical motives of the Per- 
sian legend we can almost predict the incidents in the 
seventh Book of Herodotus. We can confidently predict 
the types of those incidents : for example, we know before- 
hand that the king will be deluded and outwitted on the 
eve of his expedition. Turn up the place, and there it is. 
The Aleuadae of Thessaly, we are told, sent an invitation 
with promises of help.^ Xerxes thought they spoke in 
the name of their whole people;^ but really the Thessa- 
lians had no part in the intrigues of the Aleuadae.® The 
Pisistratids, again, through the agency of Onomacritus, plied 
Xerxes with forged oracles, suppressing those which foretold 
disaster to the Persian arms. ' So at last Xerxes gave way 
and decided to make an expedition against Greece.' '' 

Now, we do not deny that these incidents may be historical, 
not ' fabulous ' ; but it is well to realize that Herodotus' 

^ Plato, Symi>. 202 b wSy t6 Ikuftiriov /ttra^v iffri $tov re Mat Bmjrov , . . ^pfai- 
¥€vo¥ Kctt hawoft$fMV€¥ $§cTt Tct vap' dp0pdfww¥ Mol 6¥$pifwots rd vofMt $Hgy, 

* Porph. de Absi, ii. 42 vaaa ydlp Aicokaffia lad wKo^am JkXwh Kot 8^17$ M 
toAtoh^, Koi ft&Xtara 4 dw&nf, 

' Aeech. Psnae^ift, HoKSfajriv 8* 'Airdrop Btov rts M^p ArordsdXd^cc ; . . . ^iX^- 
^pMf ydlp ffalrovffa rd wpSrrow vap6rf€t fip&rw ctt dfuv^irrara. 

* Herod, vii. 6. » Id. tu. 180. 

* Id. TiL 172. 

* Herod. Til. 6 fin. Aldbiades similarly deluded Athens, Plat Nic ziii 
Mi/roc Kiyrrai woKkdi KoJt «a/xl rStw Up4vy irairrunkr$M vpdr ri)r OTpar^lav' dXX* 
Mpovs tx^uif fidpr€tt 6 'AkMifit&lhp im ft) riy»K KoyUn^ ttpciC^pt vaXaiwy fUya icKios 
rww 'ABrp^aianr dvd SurcAiof ffftoBcu, Mat $^owp6moi riP€s airrf wop' "Aftfu^ot 
6/^Uwro XPV^/*^ Ko/diairrttf in K^fffwrai XupoKOwrtovs Awayras 'hOrpmoc j^ 8' 
iKorria ^fioifuroi hyafqiaM^ tmpvwrw^ 
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motive for putting them in is that they illostrate one regular 
link in a chain of mythical ideas. The sequence is so well 
established that, if the historical facts had been missing, 
fabulous imagination would have supplied their place. In 
the same way we do not deny that every detail of Alcibiades' 
trick upon the Spartan envoys may be historical. But we do 
point out that Thucydides has made it specially prominent, 
partly by treating it at considerable length, and partly by telling 
us nothing of any other incident in Alcibiades' early career ; 
and we seem to have grounds for inferring that, in doing so, 
he was in some degree influenced — ^however unconsciously — 
by the same motives as Herodotus. We have already seen 
such influence at work in the case of the Melian incident. 
There, the disproportion between the military significance of 
the events and their * mythical ' import is more striking ; and 
there again^ the treatment seems of a piece with the long tale 
of acts of unprovoked cruelty and insolence which Herodotus, 
or those who imagined the legend, attribute to Xerxes. 

When we reach the narrative of the Sicilian expedition in 
Book VI, we are not surprised to encounter another incident 
in which the motive of ApatS is clear. To that narrative we 
pass straight from the sentence which, at the close of Book V, 
records the massacre at Melos. 'They killed all the adult 
males whom they caught, and sold their women and children 
as slaves, and they colonized the place themselves, sending 
later five hundred settlers. And in the course of the same 
winter the Athenians began to desire to sail again with a larger 
armament than that of Laches and Eurymedon to Sicily, to 
conquer it if they could. Most of them knew nothing of the 
great size of the island and the numbers of its inhabitants, 
barbarian and Greek; and they did not know they were 
undertaking a war not much less arduous than the war with 
the Peloponnesians.' ^ Then follow five chapters which recite 
the long muster-roll of Sicilian states, 'the great power against 
which the Athenians were bent on making war, with fair 
professions of a desire to succour their kinsmen and newly- 

^ See above, p. 49, note. 
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acquired allies, though the most genuine account of the matter 
was that they were eager to add the whole island to their 
empire.* ^ 

They were urgently invited by an embassy from Egesta, 
a city which had a petty quarrel with its neighbour, Selinus, 
Selinus was helped by Syracuse, and the Egestaeans appealed 
for succour to their allies at Athens, promising to provide all 
the money that was wanted for the war. The assembly 
yielded and sent an embassy to find out if the temple 
treasures, of which the Egestaeans talked so much, existed, 
and to report on the state of the war with Selinus.^ The 
envoys returned in the spring with some citizens of Egesta 
who brought sixty talents of uncoined silver, a month's 
pay for as many ships which they hoped to obtain from 
Athens. The assembly was told many 'false and alluring' 
tales, especially about the treasures at Egesta.^ Their envoys 
had been cheated by an ingenious trick : the Egestaeans had 
shown them the temple of Aphrodite at Eryx full of bowls and 
flagons and censers, which, being of silver, made a show out of 
proportion to their worth, and entertained the ship's crew every- 
where with gold and silver plate borrowed from all the neigh- 
bouring towns, Phoenician and Hellenic. The seamen's eyes 
were dazzled, and back at home their tongues ran on the bound- 
less riches they had seen. Thus they ^had been dduded them- 
selves and now persuaded their countrymen \^ The trick was 
not to be discovered till too late ; for the present, Delusion keeps 
the Athenians' eyes dazzled with the sheen of flaunting, golden 

^ yi. 6. 1 rocavra i$inj 'EXXijmik md fiapfidpc^ XuctKle» tfieu, «ci2 M roa/fv9t 
oZacof aMfif o2 'A^i^cum arpartvtiv &pfjapn-o, k^ifA€voi itJkv r^ &Kffit<n4nif 9po^>Afftt 
rip w64rfp dpicu, fiorfiuv tk d/ia t{nrp€wSn fiw\6iu¥oi rois kavrw ^vyy^iffi itai rois 
wpoifytytrrifUvois (vfiftdx'^^t M<^<^^a 82 abrobs l(6fpfjujac» *^*craieay vpiafitit, . . . 
With the turn of the sentenoe of. It. 21. 2 (Cleon's intenrention before 
Sphaeteria, above, p. IIS), • • . rov Sk wKiowos ifp4yoirro, fiAXiora dc a^obs li^c 
KAloir. . . . 

« vL«. 

' vi. S,2 not ol *A$ifyai6i iKtcKr/ffiaf woii<rearrts mH iLro^tforrcr rwif re *Ey€<rraiM^ 
Kot Twr ff^tripom wp4a0tonf rd re ^CXAa ivayoayd teat cAm 6Xffifi «a2 v«p2 rwv 
XpitH^ran^ Jin tlrj irdtpa Ik re rots Updis woXXA ttat h r^ kow^, ii/nj^irairro ravr 
k^iMonrra 94fA'r€ty. . • . 

* Ti. 46 esbrot re ivartiBiprts ttat raUft d\kovs w^lirarrts. 
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Wealth. They voted that sixty ships should sail mider the 
command of Alcibiades, Nikias, and Lamaohos. 

^ How else/ says Peitho-Clytemnestray * how else piteh the 
toils of Harm to a height beyond o'erleaping 1 . . • 

I wreathed around him like a fiahing-net, 
Swathing in a blind maze, — deadly weaUh of robe I ' ^ 

Had Aphrodite, in her precinct at Eryx, a chapel for her 
attendant spirit, Persuasion 1 

^ Aeeoh. Agam, 1881, Dr. Headlam*8 version (Cambrid^ge PradeeHonSf 1906, 
p. 186) dvupov d/t^fiKffffrpoTf j&ovcp l-x9^&v¥f 

Sohol. ad loo. rd 82 * ^^os uptiffffcw kmnfiJj/ufros ' rovro tnif/iabtttw ^otSXcrw, Zn 6 
^iXopcDf (nnpx6f»ty^ nra mi dwar^ffai fiovXSiiOfos els d0v«ror ^pcryfidy IftvAixcc 



CHAPTER Xn 

EROS TYRANNUS 

The Melian Dialogue, as we have already seen, suggested to 
an ancient critic the parallel between the imperial people and 
the Eastern monarch. Thucydides, by perpetual coincidences 
of thought and phrase, and by the turn and colour of all this 
part of his nairative, has with evident design emphasized this 
parallel, and so turned against Athens the tremendous moral 
which his countrymen delighted to read in the Peraiavs of 
Aeschylus and the History of Herodotus. Looking back 
upon the development of the Empire in the previous fifty 
years, he saw, as we noted in our study of the first Book, the 
defection of Athens from the old, glorious ideal of the union 
of Hellas against the outer darkness of barbarism. The 
downward process led to this mad war of conquest between 
Or^ek and Greek. Athens, tempted by Fortune, deluded by 
Hope, and blinded by covetous Lisolence, was attempting an 
enterprise comparable with that which it was her boast to 
have repulsed and broken at Salamis. In the debate upon 
the expedition we shall hear Nikias reiterate the warnings 
addressed in vain by Artabanus to the infatuate monarch, 
and Alcibiades echo the eager tones of Mardonius, who, * ever 
desirous of some new enterprise and wishing himself to be 
regent of Hellas, persuaded Xerxes.' ^ 

' Nikias, appointed against his will, saw that Athens was 
ill-advised and on a flimsy and fair-seeming pretext was bent 
on a great enterprise, desiring the whole of Sicily.' He 
attempted to ' avert ' their purpose,' with little hope of success, 

^ Herod. ▼!!. 6 vtorripvif $pyenf Ivi^/ii^f itbr m2 $4kam oMt r^ 'E\k&9ot 
timpxot «t¥€u • . • dylvcKTc B4pf 17K. 

' Thuo. yi. 8. 4 Arvrph/rtUf * aTert,* has religioiu asiooiatioiu. It recaUs the 
story of Artabanus who is threatened by the vision (H«rod» vii 17) in these 
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for he saw that the people were not in a mood to hear reasoa. 
^I have never/ he said, 'out of ambition spoken contrary 
to what I thought, nor will I now ; but I will tell you what 
in my judgement is best. If I exhorted you to preserve what 
you have, instead of risking things present for the sake of 
things future and uncertain,^ my words would be powerless 
against a temper like yours. Tet I must show you that your 
haste is ill-timed and that the object for which you are so 
eager is not easy to grasp.' The portion of Athens at home 
is by no means secure. ' We ought to think of this and not 
run into danger while the state is far from the desired 
haven, or grasp at a new empire before we have secured the 
old. Even if we conquer, we could hardly rule so many 
cities at such a distance. It is madness for men to attack 
a land which, if they prevail, they cannot hold, while failure 
would not leave them where they were before the attempt. . . . 
Because your first fears of Lacedaemon have not been realized 
and you have unexpectedly got the better of them, now you 
despise them and desire Sicily. Tou ought not to be elated 
at the chance mishaps of an enemy ; conquer them in skill 
before you are confident.* " 

' If there is one who, in delight at his appointment, urges 
you to sail, looking only to his own interest ; especially one 
who is too young as yet to hold a command, and wants to 



temiR, ' Thou shalt not eaeapo scatheless, either now or in the time to come, 
for seeking to avert that which must happen * (dwyrpdvary r6 xP^^v y€v4ff$m), 
Cassandra's fate was partly a punishment for her attempts to avert by 
warnings the vengeance of God. No one would listen. Gf. Herod, iz. 16 
^ 5 ri Scf ytyiaOai Ik tov 0€w, dkii'fix<iyov dworpii//at &vOp&v(^' oOik y^p wtffrd Kiyovffg 
iOi\€i 9€i$€ff$€u obMt, The word is still reminiscent of a belief that Ruin is 
an evil spirit to be charmed away by rites of magical ' aversion \ 

^ vi. 9. 8 *€p!t rSrv iu^vStv koL fuXKSvrcaif icivtvvt6uv, echoing the Atheniana* 
last words in the Melian dialogue (above, p. 185), rd iiXv lUKKamarwv dpea/Uvaj/^ 
<ra^trr«pa tcpivtrt, rd ik JLptunj r^ fioi6\w9ai its yiyif6/uva ^9rf $€aff$€, «tX. 

' vi. 11. 5 8id rd irapd yyitfajp airrSw irpds A i^o$Uff$€ rd ftpSnov vtfnytyt^^ffBoi, 
Kara^pon^ffcarrts ijJhf teat XuvcXios i<pU<r$*, XP^ ^^ M ^P^ ^ n^x^s rw Iravrcoir 
ivcdptaOai, &\XdL rds ^avoSas Kpar^drayras Bapattl^, Compare the passage (iv. 65. 4) 
quoted above, p. 170, which connects the desire for Sicily with the fortune 
of Pylos, and ends : airla 8* ^v i) irapd xAyoy rw ftKt6vw tinrpayia airrois 
irwoTi$«iffa laxj^ r^s iKwi9ot, 
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be admired for his stud of horses and to make something 
by his position to maintain him in his extravagance, do not 
indulge him with the opportunity to display his personal 
brilliance at Athens' risk. Bemember that such men, as 
well as spending their private substance, do public harm. 
This is a great enterprise and not one which a mere youth 
can plan and rashly undertake.^ 

' There, beside the man of whom I speak, I see now men 
of this kind whom he has summoned to his support, and I am 
afraid. I appeal against them to you elder citizens ; if any 
of you has one such sitting beside him, let him not be ashamed 
or fear to seem a coward if he does not vote for war. Do 
not, like them, fall sick of a fatal pas&icm for what is heyomd 
your reach? Bethink you that desire gains few successes, 
and forethought many.^ For your country's sake, now on 
the brink of the greatest danger she has known, hold up your 
hands to vote against them. There is no fault to find with 
the boundaries which the Sicilians now observe in this 
direction — the Ionian Gulf on the coast voyage, and the 
Sicilian Ocean by the open sea. Confirm these limits by 
your vote, and leave Sicily to manage her own affairs '. . . . 

* President, if you believe that \h& welfare of Athens is 
entrusted to you and you wish to be a good citizen, put the 
question over again and lay the proposal once more before 
the Athenians. If you hesitate to put a question already 
once decided, remember that with so many witnesses present 
there can be no question of breaking the law^ and that you 
would be the physician of the state when her thoughts are 
sick. He proves himself a good magistrate who does all he 
can to help his country, or to the best of his will at least does 
her no harm.' 

The speech is charged with allusions to themes which are 



^ Compare the effect of this penonftl referenoe to Alcibiades with Arta- 
banus' concluding address to Mardonius, Herod, vii. 10. § 7. 
' vL 18. 1 /Ai/d* Svcp hv auToi wdBoinf, dvoipotras ^luai rSiv Air6vTW, 
' Thuc. vi. 18 iin$vfd<f filv kkdxtffra itaropBwvrmy *poyoi<f ik irXcTara. Herod, 
vii. 10, Artabanua says : iv^ix^fu filp may wp^/m rurrcc ff^dK/mra . . . |y 8i r{» 
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now familiar to ub. Only one or two call for comment. The 
reference to the natural boundary fixed by the Ionian and 
Sicilian seas is significant in the mouth of the pious Nikias. 
Some superstitious feeling still lingered about the impiety 
of crossing the far, inviolable seas.^ To pass the pillars of 
Heracles is to Pindar a symbol of ambition that outruns the 
limits of divine appointment. In this way Xerxes had 
offended: the bridge over the Hellespont and the canal at 
Athos ^ had led his armament to the deep waters of Arte- 
misium and Salamis. The sea too had risen, ^ not without 
Heaven's wrath,' ^ on his prototype, Agamemnon, returning, 
flown with insolence, from the conquest of the East. In the 
herald's tremendous description of the storm we hear the 
rolling thunder of outraged gods, which we heard before in 
the PersianB. It is echoed again by Poseidon himself in 
the prologue to the Trojan Women^ which was performed 
within a month or two of Nikias' speech : ^ 

These mine hands 
Shall stir the waate Aegean ; reefs that cross 
The Delian pathways, jag-tom Myconos, 
Soyros and Lemnos, yea, and storm-driven 
Caphdreus with the bones of drowndd men 
ShaU glut him.— Oo thy ways, and bid the Sire 
Yield to thine hand the arrows of his fire. 
Then wait thine hour, when the last ship shall wind 
Her cable coil for home! 

The warnings of Nikias fell, as he anticipated, upon deaf 

. * There seems to be some trace of this feeling in the anger of Poseidon at 
^ the nautical akiU of the Phaeadans, Hom. Od. tf . 566 ; r. 162. It remains 
as a commonplace in Augustan poetry. Hor. Od. i. iiL 21 >- 

Nequidquam deus absoidit 

prudens Ooeano dissociabili 
torras, si tamen impiae 
non tangenda rates transiliunt uada. 
Plut. Nie. xii, describing this speech, says that Nikias dvaar^ dv^rpcvc moI 
\ ^^P^P*ro, lua rc^cvrfir UifiaJ<€ r6v *AXMifii6»iiv Wa>r tvttta K*f!tSw mci ^Aon/Jar 

Herodotus (yii 24) ngards the making of the canal as mmecessary, and 
an exhibition of pride. 

• Aesch. Agam. 66i. 

* Eurip. Tn^fan Wc^nm 87. Mr. OUbert Murray's version. 
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ears ; for the thought of the city was sick and it was vain to 
call for a physician. The name of her sickness was Eros, the 
fatal, passionate lust for what isouroTreach. She has caught 
the infection from the band of' spendthrift youths, sitting 
there in the assembly at the summons of one who outshines 
them alL He, pleased with the command he is as yet too 
young to hold, nourishes hopes of new wealth to feed the 
stream of his extravagance ; he is ambitious to display his 
brilliance at Athens' risk, and he is hot for an enterprise too 
great for a mere youth to plan. And yet^ is not the planning 
of great schemes the very office of Youth and ever-young \ 
Desire 1 When delusive Hope is busy flattering men with 
glimpses of the treasure in 'Fortune's store, then Desire too 

) is never wanting — ^Eros, who 'leads the way and devises the 

I attempt'. 

' Of the beauty of Alcibiades,' says Plutarch, * one need only 
say that it blossomed with every season of his life as boy and 
youth and man, and bloomed upon his body, making him 
lovely and pleasant to look upon.'^ And not only in his 
body ; for ' while the rest of his thronging lovers were smitten 
with the brilliance of his outward beauty, the love of Socrates 
was a great witness to the boy's excellent and fair nature, 
which he discerned shining within his beautiful form and 
flashing through it '. • The pure and watchful attachment 
of this strange friend was returned with as much fidelity as 
the wayward moods of the younger allowed. 'Despising 
himself, and wondering at Socrates, whose wisdom delighted 
him and whose virtue he reverenced, Alcibiades, in Plato's 
words, was unwittingly possessed of Anteros, who is the 
counterpart of Eros, so that all were amazed to see him 
taking his meals with Socrates, and wrestling with him, and 
sharing his tent, while to the rest of his lovers he was harsh 
and untameable.' ' But in other moods he would ' slip away 
from Socrates and play the truant, surrendering himself to 
the pleasures with which flatterers allured him'.^ Then he 
would become possessed of another Eros than that which the 
discernment of Socrates divined through the radiant brilliance 
of his form. 

» Plut Ah. i. • Ibid. ir. • Ibid. yi. 
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When Nikias desoribes Alcibiades and his friends as * sick 
of a fatal passion for what is out of reaeh ', he is quoting from 
Pindar's story of Coronis, who, not content with one lover, 
' fell into a passion for what was out of reach, as many do.^ 
Of all men the most foolish sort are they who are ashamed of 
what is homely and fix their eyes on what is afar off, a-chase 
of bubbles, with Hopes (iknlaiv) unachievable. Such utter 
blindness (ifdrav) the spirit of fair-robed Coronis caught.' 
This Eros is near akin to Elpis; and the two are often 
coupled with Youth and Wealth. < He that wins some fresh 
honour in the time of luxurious youth, out of great Hope 
soars on the wings of prowess, with a dream that rises beyond 
wealth. But the joy of mortals in a short while ripens to the 
fuU^ and soon again falls earthward^ shaken by adverse doom. 
-Creatures of a day, somethiug or nothing, man is the shadow 
of a dream. Only, when a gleam from Qod comes, a shining 
light rests on men and life is sweet.'' So again, in 
a more obscure passage,^ Pindar speaks of wealth giving 
splendid opportunities and inspiring 'a wilder dream'. Its 
light is a sure beacon, if, but only if, ' he who has it knows 
what shall &e.' If not, if his hopes are blind, and soar too 
high towards the unknown future — we know the rest. * For 
each one has Hope with him, Hope, that shoots up in a young 
man's breast. So long as he has the lovely flower of Touth 
and his heart is light, a mortal has many dreams that 
cannot be fulfilled.'^ And Eros brings Madness in his train : 
* Appetite, doubled, is Eros; and Eros, doubled, becomes 
Madness.'^ ^The Spirits of Madness are swift to overtake 
the Loves that cannot be attained.' ® 

f ^ Find. P\ftk, iii. 20 AXXA. roc Ijparo rwv 6,wt6vrorw ota mi woKKoi vaBw, Thuo. 
yi. 18 fif^S* &r€p i» aWol fm$oi€y, iwripanat ttvai raw dv^vroiv; Plut. Per. xx 
noXXobs Sc «a2 SurcAiot 6 twripon kxtivoi f di; kqX StiffiroTfiOt ipen cfxc^, tv taT€pa¥ 
i£iicav<ra¥ ol irtfi rhv 'Akmfiiddfpf f/ffropvs, 

» Pind. Pyth. viii. 88. 

» (X. iL 58. 

* Simonides o. (Gaisl). 

* Stob. 84. 29 UpoHtMW 'EwiOv/itav fih^ IkirXaataaBuffaw "^^aira <7kiu, "Epvra 8c 
IktrkaffiacSiyra Maviav yiy¥tff$m, 

* Plnd. Ntm, xi. 48 Awpoat/nrtar 8* lipiirom b^tpoi Uca^im (cl 6(u* l^h, 
01 u. 45). 
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EroB is more particularly the passion of the tyrant Note 
how Plato ^ describes the genesis of the 'tyrannical man', 
who is the successor of a ' democratical ' parent, or * man of 
the people '. 

' Imagine then again, said I, that the ^' democratical " man is 
now advanced in years and that once moi'e a young son has 
been brought up^ in his habits of life. 

' Good. 

' Imagine further that the old story of his father's experiences 
is repeated in his case. He is led away into every sort of 
lawlessness,^ — or liberty, as his seducers call it. His father 
and the rest of his family come to the assistance of those 
appetites which belong to his half-way position, while his 
seducers reinforce them on the other side. When these wicked 
sorcerers and tjrrant-makers despair of gaining possession of the 
youth by any other spell, suppose that they contrive to raise 
in him a spirit of passionate desire f'Epoora), to champion the 
rabble of those idle appetites which divide among themselves 
whatever is available.^ It wiU be like a great winged drone ; — 
unless you can think of a better comparison for the spirit of 
desire in such men as these 1 

* No, he said, I can think of none better. 

' This done, the other appetites, humming like bees round 
the drone, laden with incense and perfumes and garlands and 
wines and the loose pleasures of convivial luxury, feeding and 
nursing him to full growth, implant in him a sting of longing 
that cannot be satisfied (irJ^ov Kiurpov). From this moment, 
with madness for his body-guard, this champion of the soul- 
mob is goaded to frenzy; and whenever he catches within 

^ FUto, Rep. 678. 

* wapoMfOfday, Of. Plut. Ale. xvi 61 ft^y iyio^oi . . . i^o06wro rijy IkiyupUur 
airrov icat mpevo/iiop, 4in rvpavwucd • . . but the Athenian people used rck 
vpgorara r&y dyoftiray for his nusdeedB. 

' The allusion ia to the evil which ariaeB in an oligarchical state, when 
men are allowed to sell all their property and become paupers, while the 
purchasers become extrayagantly rich. Thus arises a class of drones, 
analogous to the idle appetites here. See 652 b. Eros becomes ' champion ' 
(jwpoarAnp) of the desires, as the aspirant to tyranny champions the pro- 
letariate. 
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himself any thoughts or passions that are of good report and 
still sensible of shame, he slays them and casts them out from 
himself as unclean, until he is purged of temperance and has 
brought in a complement of madness to fill its place. 

' A complete description, said he, of how a " tyrannical '^ an 
comes to be. 

' Is not this, then, I said, the reason why " tyrant " is quite an 
old appellation of Eros ? 

* Probably, he replied. 

* Also, my fiiend, said I, when a man becomes intoxicated, 
he begins to have a " tyrannical " temper, does he not 1 

•Yes. 

' And then again, the madman, when his wits are deranged, 
will attempt lordship over gods as well as men, and be 
confident {i\TrlC€i) of his power to achieve it. 

* Very true, he replied. 

* So, said I, to be precise, a '* tyrannical " man comes into 
being whenever, either by temperament or by habits of life 
or by both together, he falls under the dominion of wine or of 
love or of insanity.' 

That Plato had Alcibiades in his mind is probable from his 
language in another dialogue. Alcibiades is living on the 
hope (€Xir£5i} of becoming like Cyrus and Xerxes ^ ; and he 
has a passion (ipap) for becoming the most famous man 
among all Greeks and barbarians.^ Socrates promises not to 
give him up unless his worst fear should be realized, namely, 
that Alcibiades • should be corrupted by becoming the Lever 
of the Demoa'.^ Plato has coined a word — hrifxcpairrrii — ^to 
express the relation which Eros, the tyrant passion, has to 
the lower desires, and which Alcibiades will have to the 
democracy. At the end of the dialogue Socrates proves 
that a man ought not to seek a tyranny for himself or for 
his city.* 

^ Plat. Ale i. 106 a, of. x roaavr^ iKwdos yifua^, 

* Ibid. 124 X. 
•Ibid, 182 A. 

* Ibid. 185 B. Plutarch, keenly aUve to the mythical side of Plato's 
thought, seized on this connexion of ideas. Becording one of the later 
brilliant aehievements of Alcibiades, he says, lipOti fi!ky aWis rf ^ffwifmn 
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This association of Eros with 'tyranny' gives a fresh 
meaning to Thucydides' relerences to Athens as the tyrant 
cdty. Each of the two earlier leaders of the people, Pericles 
and Cleon, uses the expression;^ but Pericles would have 
had the citizens be lovers of Athens ; ^ and ' tyranny ' meant 
in his original ideal what it had meant to many states of 
Greece : the supremacy of art and civilization. To Cleon it 
had meant the iron rule of force over unwilling subjects 
always plotting rebellion. Alcibiades is the Lover, not of 
Athens, but of the People ; ^ he was suspected of designs for ^ 
personal despotism, and filled with the tyrant's passion, the 
lust of conquest and of personal glory. 

In the relief,^ here reproduced, Eros with his great wings 
stands leaning his hand on the shoulder of Paris, who points 
upward, whither his dreams are soaring. Over against them 
sits Helen, scarcely listening to Aphrodite who is beside her, 
but with eyes fascinated by the love-light from the eyes of 
Paris; above her is Peitho, with a bird — perhaps the bird of 
love-magic, the lynx — in her hand. As Paiis swept Helen 
across the seas, so now the Lover of the People is ' kindling 
the flame of Desire in Athens, and persuading them to under* 
take a great expedition to conquer Sicily, suggesting great 
hopes to the People^ and himself coveting yet greater things '.' 

Koi T^y arpOTtdiy lir^pcv &s dfuixov Kcd d'^rrrp-ov oZaay itctlvov irrpaTijyowrot, rohs 
9k <l>oprucobs ical wiyrjras odron HiffMyuyijcrtv &aT€ kpdv ipura Savfxaffrbv hit' 
kic^lvov rvpayvti<r$aif Ale. xzxiy. 

^ Thnc. ii. 68 (Pericles) ws rvpaan^tZa ydp f 817 lx<^c abriiy (r^ ^xh^)t ^ ^7 
(Cleon) (2w rvpaanflda tx*"^* f^ ^X^^ *^ *y^' iiri/iouXc<;oyrat ainoin Ktd dKwrai 
ApXOfih^ous, 

' Thuc ii. 48 (Pericles) ipaards ytyvofiiyovt <Ump (r^f v^Xc«r, not rov 

' Thuc yi. 89 (Alcibiades) r^ ^fnn^ wpocttctlfjopt /loAAor. 

* This marble relief, now in the Naples Museum, is assigned to the middle 
of the fourth century at earliest ; ' die hier zum Ausdruck kommende Bedeu- 
tung Peithos ist aber sicher Tiel ftlter,' Weizs&cker, Boscher, Lex. Myih. s. v. 
Feitko. The types of the several figures are probably earlier than this 
grouping of them. 

* Plut. Ale. zyii 6 h\ voyrdmKrc rhv ipnra rovrw iam/pXi^at ainwv xai 
W€iffas t*^ leard fiipos firjlik kotA fUKpdy dKkd fi*'f&K^ <rr6K^ wktvffairras hrixttpM^ 
Mat KaraarpUpfirBai tV i^iJ<^oy, *AXici0i6hit ^v, rlfv re l^pjov fi€y&\a wttaat 
k\wt(€iy, a!tr6t rt fi€ii6yuy 6p€y6/i€yos, Note how Plutarch presenrea all 
the key-phrases of Thucydides. 

P 
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In the debate which followed the speech of Nikias^ 'he 
who most eagerly urged the expedition was Alcibiades the 
son of Cleinias. He wished to oppose Nikias, who was 
always his political antagonist and just now had referred to 
him disparagingly; but above all he thirsted to command, 
and hoped * that he might be instrumental in seizing Sicily 
and even Carthage, and at the same time that his success 
might repair his private fortunes and gain him money as well 
as fame. For being in conspicuous repute among the citizens, 
he indulged his desires beyond his means in the upkeep 
of his horses and other extravagances — a temper which later 
had much to do in bringing about the utter ruin ^ of Athens. 
For the people took alarm at the extreme lawlessness of his 
bodily self-indulgence, and at the far-reaching conceptions 
which animated his conduct in every detail of any action in 
which he took part, and thinking he was desirous of becoming 
tyrant, they set themselves to oppose him. Hence although 
his management of the war was excellent, individuals took 
umbrage at his private behaviour, and so they entrusted 
the war to others and soon shipwrecked the state ' (lo-^iyXon 

Alcibiades begins by asserting his claims to command, and 
defending his personal magnificence as a public benefit. No 
other private individual had ever sent seven chariots into 
the lists at Olympia; and, though a display of this kind 
may excite murmurs at home, it impresses foreigners with 
the strength of Athens. Such * folly ' (ivoia) is not useless. 
One who knows his own superiority cannot be expected to 
treat others as equals. Men of a lofty and disdainful spirit 
are hated during their lives, but when they are dead their 
country boasts of them and posterity are eager to claim 
descent from them.^ Such are his ambitions ; and as for his 

* Thuo. yi. 15. * imBvprny icci kkwiivir. 

* ica$tt\af, a technical word for Ate. Aesch. Aganu 404 rdr 8* Mirrpo^ 
rfir I ^wr* 6Zikw KoJOaipu, Of Elpis Thuc y. 108 ithM fiKi^fjf, ob mxtfciXcy. 

* Bnms haa remarked a reference to the exaggerated colt of Alcibiades 
af)»r his death — a proof that this speech was written later than that event. 
Bosolt iii. 2674 ^ Aristotle's remarks on heredity furnish a strange 
comment : < There is a kind of crop in the families of men {^popi, as Cope 
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public policy hitherto, who can show a better record ? His 
youth and * folly', now held to be bo monstrous, won the 
Peloponnesians with well-sounding words and his heartiness 
gained confidence for his persuasions.^ Let them not take alarm 
now ; but while this youth of his, like Nikias' reputation for 
success, is still in its flower,^ take full advantage of both. 

Alcibiades proceeds to make light of the power of Sicily 
They are a motley rabble, disunited and unable to defend 
themselves ; the numbers of their heavy infantry have been 
greatly exaggerated.^ And at home Athens, strong in her 
navy, has little to fear. The Peloponnesians were never more 
hopeless than now. Athens has no excuse for hanging 
back from helping her allies in Sicily, on whose assistance 
she relied for harassing her own enemies there. Our empire, 
like others, was acquired by readiness to respond to invita* 
tions for help. We cannot play the housewife with an empire 
and pick and choose how far it shall extend. We must keep 
our grasp on what we have and contrive occasions against 
others.^ If we do not rule, others will rule us.^ 

obeerreB, Lere implies an alternation of ^p& and d^^pta, of good and bad 
crops), juat as there is in the produce of the soil ; for a certain time re- 
markable men grow up in them, and then (after an interval of unproductiTe- 
neas) they begin again to produce them. When clever families degenerate, 
their characters acquire a tendency to madness, as for inatanos the deacendantg 
<tf Alcibiades and Dionysius the Elder, whereas those of a steady character 
degenerate into sluggishness or dullness, as in the case of those of Conon and 
Pericles and Socrates.' Ar. Bhst, 0, zv, Cope's version. Cf. Plato, JJeib. L 
118 m, Alcibiades caUs Pericles* sons ijk^$Sw, and his own brother Cleinias 
liaiw6/uifoy &y$pwwovm 

^ dpTp vicmy vapaax^t^^^ lircurcr. 

* Ifltff tn dir/ui(« fter' abr^ (rifs rc^TTrof). Cf. Plat. Nie, xiv wphf kyyrjpiffa 
ftir rj^ djcyi^ rip iXirlSor. 

* Thuc. yi. 17. 2 6%^^^ ^vfituUrois wokv wSpovm ... 4 rdv roiovrcr t/uXw, 
So Mardonius : The lonians in Europe are ' worthless ' (drd^ioc) and their 
method of fighting is foolish, Herod. viL 9. Artabanus reprovea him for 
slanderously making light of the Greeks in order to < exalt ' (Ivactpciy) Xerxes' 
self-confidence. 

* Thuc yL 18. 3 (Alcibiades) dyd7«i) ... roU iihf kmfiouKevtiv, rdbt 82 /ait 
iafihnu iiL 45 (Diodotus) 6 n^ (^Epm) rifw InfiovKijiy iM^pc»rt(vy, Compare 
!▼. 60 (Hermoorates) ImiSovXcvo/i^r^v ri^ wwn» 2(«cX(ay hw* 'A^fpraioty, coming 
just after the allusion to Diodotus' speech (iii. 45 fin.) : ofrre ^fi^, i)r eUffrai 
ri vKiw irxfictiVf diworpivtrtu (iy. 59). 

' Thuc. vL 18. 8 8ul r6 dfixj^ai i» i^ Mpem a^cOt Mbflwor eJrai, el ftil 

Pa 



I 



212 THUCTDIDES MYTHICUS 

A display of activity in attacking Sicily will lay the pride 
of the Peloponnesians in the dust^; and the conquest of the 
island will lead to the conquest of all Hellas.^ As masters 
of the sea we can withdraw safely at any time. Do not be 
diverted by Nikias' doctrine of indolence or his attempts to 
set old against young. Our fathers, old and young taking 
counsel together, brought Athens to her present greatness: 
you should endeavour to lead her yet further in the same 
way.' Inaction will lead to internal friction and decay; 
conflict and exercise bring gain of experience and new strength 
for active defence. 

The most remarkable part of this speech is the opening 
defence of the speaker's lavish magnificence, as being a 
public benefit; following as it does immediately upon the 
historian's statement that this very quality was a principal 
cause of Athens' utter downfall It seems very unlikely that 
Alcibiades at such a moment would have actually used 
language so offensively boastfuL Once more Thucydides is 
straining probability in order to give the impression of a 
certain state of mind. The case is analogous to the Melian 
dialogue, where the speeches of the Athenian representative 
were used to portray the insolent and impious cruelty, hardly 
distinguishable from madness, which was exhibited by Athens 
as a whole in the massacre of Melos. Now, this early part 
of Alcibiades' speech — the rest of it may be very much what 
was actually said — is similarly designed to illustrate, in a 
typical way, another condition — that which we distinguished 

tUrrol dKKoav ApxoiiMMy, Herod, vii. 11, Xerxes says: voiitar f va^ciV vpoKiereu. 
dy^, frail rdSc nAirra {nr6 ^EXXtfui f lictwa wAirra {nr6 Hipaxfiri yhnfrat, 

^ Thuc. yi. 18. 4 &a UtKowomrticiear re aTOpiiTUfi€p r6 ^yrffta. The humbling 
of pride is God's business : Zci^ roi icoXcunijis rm* imtpK6fiwr dyar | ^on^fuimF 
Ivcari, Aesch. Penaej 827. 

' Cf. Xerxes : ' We shall extend the Persian territory till it is conter- 
minous with the ether of Zeus. The sun will shine on no land beyond our 
borders ' &o. Herod, yii. 8. 

* Xerxes : ' I but follow a custom handed down by our fathers. Our older 
men tell me our race has never reposed since we conquered the Hedes . . . 
I, since I mounted the throne, have not ceased to think how I might rival 
those who have gone before in this honour, and increase the power of Persia 
as much as any of them.' Herod, yii. 11. 
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as the saDguine, hot-spirited kind of 'Insolence' (Hybris). 
The pride of illustrious birth, the splendour of an Olympian 
victory such as no private person had ever gained, the 
superiority which cannot be expected to treat acknowledged 
inferiors as equals, the successfVil treachery practised on the 
Spartans — all these are the subjects of almost fatuous boasting ; 
and, as we have seen, there is hardly a point in the speeches of 
Mardonius and Xerxes which is not echoed in the words of 
Alcibiades. 

The effect of the speech was that the Athenians 'were 
much more eager than before for the expedition '.^ We need 
not linger over Nikias' second speech, in which, seeing that 
'he could not avert ^ their purpose by repeating the same 
aiguments'. he tried to win over the aasembly by insistmg 
on the greatness of the armament required. We will only 
note the peroration where Nikias' 'formula' is once more 
repeated: 

'Such are my fears. I know that we have much need 
of good counsel, and yet more of good luck — a hard thing 
for mortals to ensure. Hence I desire to trust Tnyadf as 
little as possible to fortuvs on the expedition, and to start 
upon it with the security of reasonable preparations. This 
I think the surest course for the whole state, and for us who 
are to be sent it means preservation. If any one thinks 
otherwise, to him I resign my command.' 

The next chapter describes in very remarkable language 
the fevered excitement of the Athenians. Once more all the 
leading ideas we have dwelt upon are reiterated. 

' Nikias said thus much, thinking that by dwelling on the 
vastness of the undertaking he would either avert the purpose 
(iiroTphlftuf) of the Athenians, or, if he were compelled to go 
on the expedition, he would thus have the best chance of 
starting safely. But the Athenians were not delivered of 
their passion for the voyage' by the burdensome nature 



^ yL 19. 1 &p/aprro crparv&ti¥\ 20. 1 (Nikias) wtarren ipSt h/ua &pfnifUi^ovt 

•paTt^u¥» 

* vi. 19. 2 &90Tp4wttw again. * vi. 24. 2 rd imOvfunh^ rev irXov. 
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of the preparation needed; rather they were much more 
eagerly bent upon it {&pfxfiirro). So Nikias found his position 
reversed ; ^ for they thought his advice sound and that now 
at any rate there would be complete safety. And a passion 
seized upon all alike to start upon the voyage ; ' — the elder 
men being confident either that they would conquer the 
power against which they were sailing or else that no disaster 
could befall so large a force; the youth longing to see the 
Tifiarvds of that distant land^ and in high hopes of a safe 
return^ The general mass of the soldiers hoped to gain 
money at once and further to acquire an inexhaustible mine 
of pay for the future. Thus owiihg to their excessive desire 
for moref^ even if there were any who disapproved, they 
kept quiet, fearing to be thought unpatriotic if they voted 
on the other side.' 
"^ The most striking sentence in this paragraph — * a passion 
seized upon all alike for the voyage' — recalls by the very 
turn of the phrase the sinister foreboding of Clytemnestra, in 
the passage already quoted, where she is speaking of the 
return of the conquering army from Troy. 

Tet may some passion seize upon the host, 
Some lust of rapine and forbidden gain ; 
I fear it ; — ^half their race is yet to run, 
Ere they win home in safety.* 

Must not Thuoydides have intended this dark allusion which 
so terribly fits the sequel? — 'Of the many who went few 



1 Toinwrrloy wtpiiffrtf abr^. Another curious dramatic detail of resemblance 
between Nikias and Artabanus, who, in consequence of the vision, * whereas 
he had formerly been the only person openly to oppose the expedition, now 
appeared as openly to urge it.' Herod, vii. 18. 
i i( * "Epan lvlirc(rc roiis rtoaiv hiuAwt i/nrXfu<rcu. 

' rcHi tk kw 7^ i)Xi«{f r^s ri iMoCcrjs 96$^ &//€«n Kot BtcjpUUf mi €bikwiZ€S 6rr€s 

* diet TJ^K ^Tcv Tw nktSvcay iiriBvfdca^, 
' Aesch. Agam, 868 : 

"Eptn 82 fxfi ris itp&rt^v t/AwiwT\f ffrparf 

ftopSuif A /c^ xip4 Wp8c0ty wuevfUyovt' 

8cr y^p wp6s of«ovr yoarifiov trvrri^as 

K&ialtoi ScovXou Birtpoy xSiXoy vciXir. 
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returned home again* Thus ended what happened concerning 

Sicily.' 1 

Another curious phrase: 'the youth, longing to see the 
marvels of that distant land' (rrji ivoHaris 'n6$(f Syjfecos koI 
$€<oplaij not only reminds us of Nikias' reference to ' the fatal 
passion for what is out of reach ' ; there is also a hint of the 
lust of the eye which accompanies the pride of life. Besides 
urging the motive of vengeance, Mardonius too had dwelt 
upon the 'exceeding beauty' of Europe with its variety 
of cultivated trees and the great excellence of its soil, 
worthy only for the king to possess.^ Pothoa is the special 
name for the desire of what is distant ; ^ Love in absence 
the brother of Love in presence, Himeros.^ Both, like Eros, 
are associated with the eye, which was popularly regarded as 
the channel through which the image or phantom (clhoiXov) 
of the desired object entered to inspire love in the souL^ 

An allusion to the lust of the eye is suggested by the 
occurrence of a similar phrase (again in conjunction with high 
hopes) where the magnificent spectacle of the departing fleet 
is described : ^ ' the armament excited wonder no less by its 
astonishing daring and the brilliance of the sight than by the 
great disproportion of the force to the power against which it 
was sent, and because never had a greater voyage been under- 
taken across the seas from home,^ and never was enterprise 



^ Thue. yii, fin. dXtyot &,w6 woKKuv lir* ohcov &,9€if6<mj<rav. ravra piv rd wtpi 

* Herod, yii 6 wtputaXX^t X^A"** Xerxes recurs to this point yii. 8 $ 1. 

' Koi fi^ v60<n aZ mXurai ffij/udya^ od rod vapSvTos tlvat, d\kd rev dKXM 
wov inrros Kol dir6irrot, S$t¥ w6$os kin»6tjuurnu, ts rSrtf 6ray wapj oS ris k^ero, 
t/Atpot ixaXuro, Plato, Cratyhta, 420 a. Find. Puth. ilL 20 (quoted above, p. 206) 
SffTK aUrx^n^^n^ imx^pio, wawralyti rd w6p(rea. Compare also the v6$ov tciyrpw 
which is implanted in the drone and goads him to frenzy, in the description 
of the tyrant passion quoted above (p. 207) from Plato, Rep. 572. 

* Himeros is used of Mardonius* desire to take Athens ; Herod, ix. 8 dKkd 
ei ^iv6s rts Mctokto tfupos rdt *A${p^as 9t^€pa iXcfr. 

* Plato, Fhaedrw, 250 a Gf. also Xen. 8ymp. i 9, and Plato, OraJtylus, 420 A, 
Eros derived from i<rpfiV, ' flowing in.' 

* 81. 6 r6k/afs re 0d/i^« ic(U inffton isaiKwpitrriru 

^ Herod, vii. 20 ' Of all the expeditions known to us this (of Xerxes) was by 
far the greatest.' 
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undertaken with higher hope in the future in proportion to 
present power.* ^ 

Thucydides, we are told, did not believe in omens : certainly 
he treats oracle-mongering with ironic scorn. But whatever 
the cool opinion of the rationalist may have been, the artist 
cannot forgo the oppoiiunity offered by the mutilation of the 
Hermae, occurring as it did on the eve of the fleet's departure. 
It would have been perfectly consistent with his earlier 
method to omit all mention of this incident until the moment 
when it affected the course of * what actually happened in the 
war', by causing the recall of Alcibiades. The Thucydides 
of the first two Books would have postponed the episode and 
briefly recurred to it at that point; but the Thucydides of 
Book YI is alive to its indispensable value as an element in 
his effect. The impenetrable mystery which will never be 
solved, the stir and outbreak of superstitious panic, the 
atmosphere tainted with sacrilege and poisoned by suspicion 
— all these are needed to cast a shadow, just here, across the 
I brilliant path of Alcibiades. The art with which this impres- 
sion is given culminates in the concluding sentence of the 
paragraph — one of the most characteristic in the whole 
history. It cannot be rendered in any other language, for 
besides its b^e simplicity, its effect depends partly on the 
order of words and partly on the use of the definite article 
with a proper name : koI Iho^c vk€w t6v *AkKifiiihriv, 
^ I The disregard of omens is another constant motive in the 
legend of Hybris, and we can predict its appearance at the 
proper place. Xerxes, at the moment of crossing into Europe, 
just after he has allowed himself, without reproof^ to be 
addressed as Zeus, makes no account of a prodigy which 
might easily have been interpreted. He had neglected a 
similar warning while still at Sardis.* Whether Thucydides 

' Cf. also above, 80. 2 /icr* IXir(8ot rt &iia Urrts mi 6kwpvp/i&yf and 81. 1 

Herod, vii. 57. So also MardoniuB before PlaUea obstinately rejects 
good advice, refuses to take notice of the adverse omens of the victims, and 
misinterprets an oracle predicting the fate of the Persians, Herod, iz. 
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believed in omens or not, the bulk of the Athenians did ; and 
their disregard of them is a note of the peculiar state of mind 
portrayed in the Melian dialogue. ' The affair of the Hermae 
was construed in an exaggerated way, for it was thought to be 
an omen for the voyage and to have been part of a conspiracy 
for revolution and the overthrow of the democracy/^ Charges 
of another act of profanation were rife against Alcibiades, but 
by the contrivance of his enemies they were left suspended 
and not brought to trial. Kal ibo$€ irktlv rdv *AkKifii6jbriv — that 
is the last we hear of him till the fleet has sailed. 

'And after this, when midsummer had come, they set 
about the dispatching of the fleet to Sicily.' ' The pages 
that follow are a masterpiece of description. In the lumbering 
roll of these Thucydidean sentences^ we hear the clatter 
and rumble of preparation^ the dockyard hammer, the hoarse 
cries of mariners, the grinding rush of the trireme taking 
the water from the slips, — all the bustle and excitement of 
launching this most splendid and costly of expeditions.^ 
' Each captain strove to the utmost that his own ship might 
excel all others in beauty and swiftness ' ; for the spirit of 
rivalry was in the air, 'rivalry with one another in the 
performance of their appointed tasks^ rivalry with all Greece; 
so that it looked more like a display of unreetrainable power 
than a warlike expedition.' ^ 

'When the ships were manned and everything required 
for the voyage had been placed on board, silence was pro- 
claim^ by the sound of the trumpet, and all with one voice 
before setting sail offered, up the customary prayers; these 
were recited, not in each ship, but by a single herald, the 

* Thuc. yi. 27. 8. 
« Thuc. yi. 80. 1. 

' One of them (81. f 8) eontainB 121 words. 

* vi. 81 woKvT€kt<rT6ni ttci civpcvcardn^. 

* yi. 81. 4 ivrifirj 82 Wft6s re <r^as airo^ Sifta tpiv ya^iaOatf f ra tMumn 
irpo<rtT&x'^f *a2 ^f To^f dkkovf 'EAXi^nu kwUiti^iv /ioAAor tUca<r$ipfai r^s hfyd/ttws 
Koi l^ovalas ^ M mktfdovt wapturietv^y. This riyalry was oharaoteristio too of 
Xerxes' preparations. The Persian officers competed eagerly for the prize which 
the king offered for the most gallantly arrayed contingent at the muster, 
Herod.yii.8 8 ; 19; 26b The associations otExoutia are already familiar to us. 
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whole fleet accompanying hinL On every deck both officers 
and men, mingling wine in bowls, made libations from vessels 
of gold and silver. The multitude of citizens and other 
well-wishers who were looking on from the land joined in 
the prayer. The crews raised the Paean, and when the 
libations were completed, put to sea. After sailing out for 
some distance in single file, the ships raced with one another 
as far as Aegina.' ^ 

Across the waters of Salamis ! Even so, with prayer and 
libation from golden vessels, had the armament drowned in 
those very waters traversed the Hellespont. * All that day/ 
says Herodotus, ' the preparations for the passage continued ; 
and on the morrow they burnt all kinds of spices upon the 
bridges, and strewed the way with myrtle-boughs, while they 
waited anxiously for the sun, which they hoped to see as 
he rose. And now the sun appeared; and Xerxes took a 
golden goblet and poured from it a libation into the sea, 
praying the while, with his face turned to the sun, "that 
no misfortune might befall him such as to hinder his conquest 
of Europe, until he had penetrated to the utmost boundaries." 
After he had prayed, he cast the golden cup into the 
Hellespont, and with it a golden bowl and a Persian 
sword.* ^ 

Xerxes too had set his ships racing in a sailing-match, and 
'as he looked and saw the whole Hellespont covered with 
vessels of his fleet, and all the shore and every plain about 
Abydos as full as possible of men, Xerxes congratulated 
himself on his good fortune; but after a little while, he 
wept '.^ And now, as the Athenian ships in their turn race 
over the sea, within sight of the promontory where the 
Persian monarch watched from his throne the judgement of 
Ood fall upon presumptuous ambition, there, on one of the 
foremost and most luxuiiously furnished galleys,^ an eager 
and beautiful figure stands, flushed with triumph. The shield 
at his side is inwrought with ivory and gold, and bears an 

» Thuo. vi. 82 Jowett. » Herod, vii. 64 Rawlinson. 

* Herod, vii. 44, 45 Bawlinson. * Plutarch, vU. Alcib. xW. 
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emblem which is none of the hereditary blazons of his house ; 
the self-chosen cognizance of Alcibiades is the figure of Love 
himself — of Eros with the thunderbolt in his hand.^ Over 
the rich armada, hastening with full sail to Corcyra and 
the West, floats the winged, unconquerable Eros who makes 
havoc of wealth, ranging beyond the seas,^ — Eros who planned 
the enterprise and now leads the way. Behind him follows 
another unseen, haunting spirit — Nemesis, who *in later 
times was represented with wings like Love, because it was 
thought that the goddess hovers chiefly in Love's train \^ 

We cannot follow in detail the fortunes of the great 
expedition ; through most of the account the military interest 
of the siege predominates. But there is one passage in the 
description of the last retreat which concerns our subjeg^^U* 
and forges the final link in our chain. In the speech ad- | 
dressed by Nikias to the despairing army one mythical 
motive, so far wanting, is supplied — the motive of <l>d6vo9f 
the divine Jealousy* It could not be mentioned till this 
moment; for Thucydides cannot speak of it in his own / 
person ; he must put it in the mouth of the pious Nikias, as 
Herodotus had put it in the mouth of Artabanus.^ 

' Although,' says Nikias, ' there was a time when I might 
have been thought equal to the best of you in the happiness 
of my private and public life, I am now in as great danger, 
and as much at the mercy of fortune, as the meanest Tet 
my days have been passed in the performance of many 
a religious duty, and of many a just and blameless action. 
Therefore my hope of the future remaina wnshaken^ and 
our calamities do not appal me as they might. Who knows 

^ Plntarch, vit Alab. xvi d^ir(8o9 re haxf^frov nobfaiv oWv Mfftjfiov rw ttarpiwv 
Ixovacu'y ^^' "'Rpwra xtpawo^pov, Athen. xii. 584 x mt ffrparfjySjp 82 in «aAd$ 
clroi 4t$tkt¥' doirf&x 7010^ ttxti' l« xP'^aov «a2 kk4<parros wtwoirffMiyffiF, |^' ^t j)r 
Marj/u>¥ '^peas K€pawh» ^tcvkiffUvos. 

' Soph. Ant, VSl'Epwf drlimrc M^x^aa^* *^p^ ^ ^ Kr^fiaai whrrus,,.^otTqs 8* 
irw§pw6vrtos.,.6 8* lx<^ /Ufop^tw, 

* Pau8. i. 83. 6. 

* Herod, vii. 10. Thuc vii. 77. 

* yii. 77 1) /tlv iXnh Sfun Bpaatia rov fif AAorrot. 
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that they may not be lightened ? For our enemies have had 
their full share of success, and if our expedition provoked 
the jealousy of any Ood^ by this time we have been punished 
enough. Others ere now have attacked their neighbours; 
they have done as men will do and miff erred what men can 
hear} We may therefore begin to hope that the Qods will 
be more merciful to us ; for we now invite their pity rather 
than their jealousy.' ^ 

The hope, as we know, was vain — a last delusion of 
Elpis.^ In a few weeks 'the best friend of the Lacedae- 
monians in the matter of Pylos and Sphacteria ' '^ was lying 
dead beside their worst enemy in the same affair, Cleon's 
colleague, Demosthenes. What need of further comment? 
TyohS, Elpis, ApatS, Hybris, Eros, Phthonos, Nemesis, At6 — 
all these have crossed the stage and the play is done. 

The flower of Pride hath bloomed, the ripened fruit 
Of Saifering is all garnered up in tears: 
Ye that have seen the reapers' wages told, 
Bemember Athens ! * 

' tf r^ tfcwK kiiUp$w<n iirrpar^^afui^, 

* &y$p^tta Zf&ffawTVi dyccrc^ Ivotfor. Note the reminiscence of Ipiaavrt 

* Thuc. yil. 77 Jowett 

* So Pfutareh {Nic. xriii) speaks of Nildas, after Lamachus* death, as 
being in high, hope {JkKnllot /icydXiTr), and wafA ^aoF inr6 r^s ir r^ mpSm fi^fojt 

* Thuc. yii. 86. Observe how this phrase carries our thoughts back to the 
first of the train of mythical causes : Fortune at Pylos. 

* Aesch. PerMw, 821 : 

/ 'A^TT*) ^^ wdyKkoarrw i^a/jt^ $lpo$' 
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CHAPTER Xm 

THE TRAGIC PASSIONS 

The qnestion which we have now to face is more obscure 
and difficult than any we have yet considered. In the language 
used by Thucydides when he speaks of the tragic passions, are 
we to see mere poetical metaphor, out of which all literal l 
meaning has faded ; or does some of this meaning still linger \ 
behind the words, as an unanalysed fund of mythical concep- 
tion ? When Thucydides borrowed the form of the Aeschylean 
drama, much, certainly, of the explicit theological theory/ 
which had been the soul of that form, was left behind in thei 
transmission. On the other hand, there seems to be a residuum 
of implicit mythical belief which is inherent in the artistic 
mould, and so inseparable from it that the adoption of the 
mould might involve an unconscious or half-conscious accep- 
tance of some of its original content. This content is more 
primitive than the philosophy of Aeschylus himself, and much 
older than the drama in which it became incorporated. We now 
propose to trace back the tragic theory of human nature as 
far as we can follow it, in the hope that a sketch of its 
development may help us to answer our question, how much 
of it survives in Thucydides. 



When we look at the passage in Diodotus' speech^ 
which contains in summary form the motives of Cleon's 
drama and of the tragedy of Athens, we observe that the 
so-called ' personifications * named in it fall into a series or 
cycle. We begin with the various conditions {(vvrvxtai) of 
human life ; and in particular the two extreme conditions of 
grinding Poverty and licentious Wealth — Penia and Ploutos 

^ Thuc. iii. 45. See aboye, p. 122, for text and iranBlation* 
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(i^ovaCa)} These are possessed by irremediable and mastering 
powers — Daring (rJXfui), sprung from Poverty; and Cove- 
tousness (vXeoi/ef^a), Insolence {ippis)^ and Pride {<f>p6prifjLa), 
sprung from Wealth. 

Then come Eros and Elpis, the inward tempters; with 
Fortune, the temptress of external circumstance, completing 
the intoxication. These lead finally to Ruin — the wreck and 
downfall of a human life or of a nation's greatness. 

The first terms in the series, Wealth and Poverty, are 
themselves ^vrvxCaiy the outcome of lucky or unlucky coinci- 
dence — of Fortune. Our chain of causes leads us back to 
a mysterious and unknown agency, which appears again at 
Ij the crisis, in ' reversal '. The circle of thought revolves round 
the very simple and universal observation of the mutability 
of Fortune, chance, or luck. In ages before the laws of 
causation and of probability were even dimly divined, this 
mutability must have been the most terrible and bewildering 
phenomenon in human events — ^more terrible, because more 
incalculable, than death itself. Not only in the great 
catastrophes, in flood and avalanche and earthquake^ but 
again and again in the turns of daily experience, man finds 
himself the sport of an invisible demon. Now, by some 
unforeseen stroke, his long-cherished design is foiled; now, 
with equally unintelligible caprice, goods are heaped on him 
which he never expected. 
\ A reversal of Fortune, coming suddenly^ is the primitive 
1/ root of all tragedy. Professor Bradley ^ quotes the conclusion 
^ of the monk's tale of Croesus in the Cartterbury Pilgrims : — 

Anhanged was Gresus, the proudd kyng; 

His roial trond mighte hym nat availle. 

Trag^die is noon oother manor thyng, 

No kan in syngyng orid no biwaiUe 

But for that Fortune alwey wole assaiUe 

With unwar strook the regnte that been proude ; 

For whan men trusteth hire, thanne wol she fkUle, 

And coyere hire brighte facd with a olowde. 



^ i. 88 C0ptt Bi ml k^ovaltf itko^rov : Ar. Rhet fi 17 ^ori^^oi Ktd dwSpea- 
Ziar€^ €lffiv ret IjOij ol Bvyd/uvoi rSfV wKovfflant &ct rd i^c<r0ai ipytn^ Sea k^cwrla 
ovroif wpdrrtiv &ct ri^ B^nL/uw, > Shahatpearean Tragedy, p. 8. 
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Professor Bradley continues: 'a total reverse of fortune 
coming unawares upon a man who '' stood in high degree " 
happy and apparently secure — such was the tragic fact to the 
mediaeval mind. It appealed strongly to common human 
sympathy and pity ; it startled also another feeling, that of 
fear. It frightened men and awed them. It made them feel 
that man is blind and helpless, the plaything of an inscrutable <C:^^ 
power, called by the name of Fortune or some other name — "^- 
a power which appears to smile on him for a little, and then 
on a sudden strikes him down in his pride.' 

The external agencies to which these reversals are attributed 
will vary at different stages in the development of thought. 
In a primitive stage they would be thought of simply as 
spirits ; later, perhaps, as a single spirit^ called Fate (Molpa) 
or Fortune (T^x^), who will be placated or 'averted' by 
magical rites and observances. In any case, the overthrow .. 
was thought of as coming from without — an unexpected | | 
stroke out of the surrounding darkness. 7 / 

To the early Greeks not only the sudden fall from prosperity, 
but equally the sudden rise from adversity^ was a part of 
the tragic fact^ Both the extreme conditions are dangerous 
the transition from either to the other is a * reversal'. Ploutos ^ 
and Penia are also known as Resource and Resourcelessness 
(Poros and Aporia, or Amechania^), and again as Licence 

^ In thifl point the Greek view is darker than the Mediaeyal. Thus at the 
eonoluBion of the Menkes Tale above qnoted, the Knight breaks in : 

Hoo 1 quod the Knyght, good sire, namoore of this I 

That ye han seyd is right ynough, y-wis,... 

I seye for me it is a greet disese, 

Where as men han been in greet welthe and ese, 

To heeren of hire sodeyn fal, alias ! 

And the contrarie is joye and greet solas, 

As whan a man hath ben in poure estaat, 

And clymbeth up, and wezeth fortunat, 

And there abideth in prosperitee ; 

Swich thyng is gladsom, as it thynketh me. 
' Herod, viii. 111. Themirtoolas, demanding money of the Andrians, said 
he had brought * two mighty gods, Peitho and Anankaia ', to enforce his 
demand. The Andrians replied that they were cursed with ' two unprofitable 
gods, Penia and Amechania ', and could not pay. 
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and Constraint (Exousia and Ananke, — ^both of whicli terms 
are used by Diodotus). Eros and Elpis may be associated 
with either. In the Sympodv/ni, Plato for his own purposes 
makes Eros the child of both : he was bom, in the garden 
of Zeus, of Poros and Penia. But in an earlier stage Elpis, 
at any rate, was more closely associated with Poverty. 

As a personality, she first appears in Hesiod, who mentions 
her twice. He warns the labouring man to pass by the 
sunny portico where the poor gather for warmth in the 
winter season, when the frost has stopped work in the fields. 
Otherwise, in the hard winter-time, Amechania and Penia 
will swoop down on him. ' An idle man, waiting on empty 
Hope,, gathers many evils to his heart. Hope is an ill guide 
for a needy man,' sitting there and chattering when he has 
not enough livelihood.^ Such are the sinister associations 
of Elpis, the temptress, prompting evil thoughts which we, 
with our difierent conception of Hope, associate rather with 
the daring of despair. 

No less significant is Hesiod's other mention of her, which 
occui*s in the second, and more primitive, of the two versions 
which he gives of the Pandora myth. Mankind originally 
lived free &om evil and pain and the sprites (Keres) of 
disease. These were all shut up safely in the great jar ; but 
*a woman' lifted the lid and they all flew abroad, filling 
land and sea. ' Only there, in a house not to be broken into, 
abode Elpis, inside the mouth of the jar, and flitted not 

^ Hesiod, Ergaf 493 ff. fjc/j at icatcov x^tftSh^os *Afujxo»lTf Karafi&pifffjf uiv Utv(if . . . 
'EXirtr d' o6« dya$ij, tctxp^V^^ Svipa xoid^u, F)x>eliia (Sohol. ad loc.) para- 
phrases as foUows : ' Those who Uve in idleness and have empty hopes — 
empty because they know of no work they can do to bring them to pros- 
perity, must indeed faU into many evil thoughts, because of haying no 
resource (dvop/ay), to gain a living. Hence some wiU turn footpads or temple- 
robbers,' &c. Thucydides was familiar with this conoeption ; Pericles (ii. 
42. 4) speaks of men being corrupted either by the enjoyment of wealth, or 
ntviai kknidtf &s xiiv in 9ia(pvy^ adr^ irXovr^crcicr. Demoor. frcig. 221 (Diela) 
'EKwls Kcucov xipSfos dpx^ Ctf^*' Theognis, 649 : 

*A 8ciXi) Htwiff, rl i/wtt iwixttfUrtf dSfUMS 
ff&fia KaTtuffxjIfytis ifol v6ov ij/UrtpoVj 
alffxP^ ^ M* ^^ff ^^ikovra filjf Kot iroAAct ii^AffKUS, 
la$\A /ACT* ivBpinwf koX iM iwiffrAittyov; 



( 



I 



THE TRAGIC PASSIONS 225 

forth; for the woman first shut down on her the lid of 
the jar.' ^ 

It seems probable that several notions are confused in the 
myth. The uppermost and latest stratum, like the story of 
the Erichthonius snake, is tinged with satire against feminine 
curiosity. Woman is the source of evil, as she is in Hesiod's 
other version of the Pandora myth. But the woman herself | . 
is tempted by Elpis, who is one of the baneful sprites inside | / 
the jar. Perhaps in the earliest version there was no woman 
at all, but only Elpis, the temptress, who stays with man 
in his utter destitution and besets him with dreams of wealth. 
This idea is crossed by the opposite (and later) notion that 
hope is the sole comforter of poverty;' and finally the 
introduction of the curious woman who lets out the evil 
sprites completes the confusion. 

However the story is to be disentangled, it is certain that 



^ ErgOf 90-106 futCvif 8* aibrSOt 'EXv2t ky dpfn/jgrwffi d6fiouriP Iir9w i/u/»§. The 
ancient eommentaton on this paasage are instmetiye. One takes the Tlew 
that Hesiod's single jar corresponds to the two Jars which Homer speaks of, 
one faU of goods, the other of evils. Hope is the one good among so many 
ills, consoling the unfortonate with expectation of hotter days. Bat this 
interpretation does not sound primitiye, and is not grim enough for Hesiod. 
Aristarchus seems nearer the truth when he distinguishes two Hopes. 
The Hope of good things, he says, escaped ; the expectation of eyils remained. 
Hesiod, he adds, improperly uses ' Hope * to mean expectation of eviL The 
thought is here a good deal confiised. From the other passage in the Erffo, 
it seems likely that Hesiod does not mean expectation of evil, hut a false and 
flattering expectation of goods, which wUl not be realized. Another critic 
says : ' The jar (itSBot) is appropriately introduced, because of the aUnrement \ 
(wtt$&) that comes from women; U is empty qf goods and eontcUna onlif vain j 
Aopes.* This writer shows that he is on the true scent, by associating Elpis / 
with Peitho, though, of course, the word-play (yiiBos — wtM) is late. He sees, 
too, that Elpis is not a good, but an evU ; and this, we beUere, was what the 
authors of the myth intended. 

' Tkeogn. 1185 it ^RKwls ir dMBpdtimffi /lAinj ^dt Mxi^ lvf<m, Pistis, the 
Charites and Sophrosyne have all deserted mankind, and fled to Olympus. 
Plut. vii Bop, oono. 168 d ri Kow6rarov ; *BXirif (1^ eoXQO* *^ T^ ^* ^^o V^fi^^* 
airrtf vdptffri. The two notions of Elpis as ho(h a eon^crter and a debuion are 
combined by Sophocles in the Antigone chorus (616) : d T^p 8^ woX^wXaymt 
'Ekwis voXXois n\p Svoffit dyipvVf wokXoiS 8* 'Awdru mn^wUtif ifinmf^ and by 
Thucydides (y. 103) in the parallel passage from the Kelian dialogue (see 
above, p. 184). 

Q 
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^JElpifi ifi a Ker; and this gives us one primiiiye form in which 
the passions were conceived as external spiritual agencies. 
I Eros retained to the last some resemblance to the Kerea; 
the Erotes are always winged sprites.^ These figures are 
f something very different from what we think of as ' personi- 
1 fications of abstract ideas'. They are not the intolerable, 
^ bran-stuffed dummies which stalk absurdly through eighteenth- 
century verse. They are spirits, unseen, and swift, and 
terrible in onset. How did they come into being 1 

The solid fact from which we must start is that many of 
these 'personifications', as we call them, were objects of 
established worship, possessing shrines and altars. In Athens 
alone we know of altars to Aidos, Pheme, Horme, Anteros, 
Ara, Eirene, Eleos, Eukleia, Lethe, Nike, Peitho, Philia, 
Tyche, and others.' Of those which specially concern us 
here, Tyche is known to have been worshipped at a great 
number of places ; Penia had an altar at Gades ; Elpis was 
not, so far as we know, the object of any cult; Eros, on the 
contrary, is the most real and personal of all, and finds his 
way — ^much transformed, it is true — into Olympus. 

Now it is certainly possible, in an advanced state of 
civilization, for a cult to be artificially founded in honour 
of an abstraction. Democratia, to whom the Athenian 
Generals made offerings in Boedromion, must always have 
been little more than an epithet of Athena, never an inde- 
pendent person. In such an instance the cult must have 
been established merely from political motives, and it remains 
as unreal and artificial as the worship of the Goddess Reason 
at the time of the French Revolution. But the case is not 
the same with others of the names above enumerated : some 

I ^ See Miss J. E. Harrison, Prolegommi to ih$ Study qf Gnek Religiwij p. 682. 
Eros, as a developed personality, seems to be a complex product of seyeral 
different elements. We are here only oonoemed with one of these— the 
psychological affection of violent desire, whether sexual or other. Demo- 

i critus, /rojF. 191 (Diels), calls Jealousy, Envy, and Hatred KQpcc ra^np dp' 
ix^fAtyos Tift yydffuis tlOv/tSTtpSv re Sui^cir Koi nine bkiytu K^por Ir rf fii^ S^tatag, 
^6ifO¥ kojL ZrjXw koL Avfffi€¥lrfV, 
* The evidence wiU be found In Bosoher's Lexicon, a. v. JPtnonifleaUtmen, 
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of these cults were too ancient to have been anything bujb 
genuinely religious. In an early state of society we cannot 
suppose that personified abstractions, regarded as such, could 
become the objects of a permanent cult. How, then, did 

^ these cults arise ? 

Ny Looking through the list, we find that a fair number of 
these entities are psychological. Aidos, Anaideia, Eros, 
Anteros, Eleos, Elpis, Himeros, Horme, Hybris, Phobos, 
Pothos, are all names of states of mind ; and to these we will 
confine our attention. Their origin must be sought in mental 
experience ; and we may suppose that it occurs in some such 
way as this. At moments of exceptional excitement, a man 
feels himself carried away, taken hold of, ' possessed ' by an 
impulse, a gust of emotion, which seems to be not a part 
of himself, but on the contrary a force against which he is 
powerless. This is even to a civilized person a somewhat 
terrifying experience. The inexplicable panic which will 
suddenly run through an army, the infectious spirit of a 
crowd, the ecstasy produced by intoxicants, the throes of 
sexual pleasure, the raving of the seer and of the poet — all 
these are states of mind in which the self appears to be 
drowned and swept away. By what? There can be but 
one answer : some spirit, or daemon, has entered the soul and 
possesses it. This is the very language used by Diodotus ; ^ 
and, centuries later. Porphyry^ describes in very similar terms 
the invasions of maleficent spirits. 'Having in general a 
violent and insidious character, which moreover is without 
the tutelage of the higher spiritual power, they for the most 
part make their assaults, as though from an ambush, with 
vehemence, so as to overpower their victims, and suddenly, 
since they try to escape notice. Hence the passions that 



^vii tcierov rivos Kptlffffopos, See above, p. 122. 

' Porph. de aXat. ii. S9 fiUuo¥ y^ tkots «a2 CmvXov lx<»^<v ^ot iffT€/nffUrw re 
T^ ^vXaKrjs rijs dvd rod «/><(rrovot 9eu/iwiau, etpotpdit xalal^iMovs dloy [l^]^W8/nf 
At t6 woKb voiourroc rekt kiAvritCWi «§ fUr XavB&i^iv wttp&fMVM, v§ 8i fita(6fUP0i, 
t$«r d^ia fih^ rd dir' UslvM^ wABrj^ al 8i dKifftts (of. Diodotus' iyjiMiarov) koI 
tearop^oHr^tt al dvd ruw Kp€tr<f6irof¥ 9<u/i6pon^ $p(Mrtpcu ^oxavinr, 

Q9 



228 THUCTDIDES UYTHICUS 

come from them are swift and keen; and the remedies 
and restorations due to the higher spirits seem to be too 
slow/ 

When we have traced these agencies back to this atage^ 
it is only one step further to the most primitiye theory of 
causes and motives which we find among existing savages. 

'I can see/ says Mr. Sidney Hartland,^ 'no satisfactory 
evidence that early man entertained any great faith in the 
order and uniformity of nature ... If he took aim at his 
enemy and flung his spear, or whatever primitive weapon 
served the same purpose ; if it hit the man, and he fell; he 
might witness the result, but the mere mechanical causation, 
however inevitable in its action, would be the last thing he 
would think about.' What he does think about, Mr. Hart- 
land, surveying the whole field of savage life as now known 
to us, and drawing evidence from every part of it, explains 
in convincing terms. Every known object has to the savage 
an elementary personality, endowed with qualities which 
enable it to persist and to influence others; and by virtue 
\ of these qualities it possesses, inherent in it and surrounding 
it, a sort of atmosphere charged with power. The Iroquois 
in North America call this atmosphere or potentiality, orenda. 
A good hunter is one whose oreTida is good, and baflles the 
orenda of his quarry. At public games, in contests of skill 
or endurance between tribes, ' the shamans — men reputed to 
possess powerful orenda — are employed for hire by the oppos- 
ing parties respectively to exercise their orenda to thwart 
or overcome that of their antagonists/' When a storm ia 
brewingj it (the storm-maker) is said to be preparing its 
orenda. Of one who has died from witchcraft it is said 
* an evil orenda has struck him '. This idea of orenda, says 
Mr. Hartland, although it may not receive everywhere Uie 
same explicit recognition, 'is implied in the customs and 
beliefs of mankind throughout the world/ 

^ Presidential Addrew to the Anthropological Section of the Bxitiah 
Aflsooiation, 1906. 

* Quoted firom J. N. K Hewitt, Am$rica» Antknpohgistf N.8. It. 8& 
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The savage whose spear has struck down his enemy does 
not, and cannot, think of the two everita — ^the spear-blow and 
the enemy's death — as cause and effect. His view is that 
* his own aremda felt in his passion, his will, his effort,^ and 
displayed in his acts and words, the crenda of the spear, 
either inherent in itself, conceived as a personal being, or 
conferred by its maker and manifested in the keenness of its 
point, the precision and the force with which it flies to its 
work and inflicts the deadly wound — these would be to him 
the true causes of his enemy^s falL His ore^nda is mightier 
than his enemy's and overcomes it.' ^ 

We have here the notion of cause traced to its root — the 
psychological experience of effort, the putting forth of will 
to constrain or master an opposing eflbrt. Now, in states 
of violent excitement, man feels himself controlled and swept 
away by something which seems to exercise over his will 
a compelling force of the same kind as that which he is at 
other times conscious of putting forth out of himself. He 
regards this as the orenda of a spirit coming from outside. 

At first the invading daemons will be associated only with 
the peculiar experiences which they severally cause. Phoboa 
is simply the spirit which falls upon an army and inspires 
panic ; Eros the spirit which possesses the lover, and so on. 
For a long time they may have had no fuller personality, and 
not even a continuous existence. They were momentary 
beuigs^ sweeping into the soul from nowhere and passing out 
again into nothingness. Their continuous existence would 
begin when first some rude, unshapen stone was set up and 
conceived as their dwelling. The invisible agency can be 
conveyed by incantation into a rock or tree, which thus 
becomes a fetish. The famous unwrought stone at Thespiae 
was the habitation, not the image^ of Eros — his baetyl, or 
beth-eL The personalities would gradually fill out, as stories 

* In Homerio Uogaage, hia Icp^ fUwot. 

s When Thales said that < aU things are ftUl of splriU ' (8a//4orct),and that 
* the magnet has a soul (^x4) because it moves iron *, he was using a notion 
very like that of onnda. Like a savage, he thought that what moves some- 
thing else must have a 'soul *, a life-foroe in it. 
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were told about them. Cult would secure their perma- 
nence ; myth would inyest them with a character aod history. 
In the transition from aneikonic to eikonic cults, we see 
the figure literally emerging out of its pillar habitation and 
growing into human shape.^ 

We must think of all this as occurring long before the 
earliest literature we know. Homer and Hesiod preserve 
much that is primitive, but they preserve it in a late and 
artificial dress; far behind them stretches a period of 
popular myth-making, and it was in that period that these 
'abstractions' reached their fullest reality and life. This 
growth of a mythical person is something utterly dif- 
ferent from the allegorical personification of an abstract 
idea. To grasp an abstraction distinctly and then to assign 
it personal attributes is a proceeding which can only occur 
in a very advanced state of culture. These figures which 
we are now considering are originally not allegorical, but 
mythical ; not personifications, but persons. 

Allegory is a kind of story-^telling, and in so far akin to 
myth ; but, in order of genesis, the fabrication of allegory is 
the very reverse of myth-making. Allegory starts with a con- 
sciousness of the prosaic truth and then invents an artificial 
parable to clothe it withal. Christian sete out with neigh- 
bour Hopeful on a pilgrimage from the city of Mansoul to 
the New Jerusalem. The company he meets by the way. 
Giant Despair and Mr. Worldly Wiseman, are personifications 
which can only impose upon a child. Delightful as he is, 
we never quite forget that ApoUyon is a pantomime bogey 
in pasteboard armour. It seems that an abstraction, once 
escaped, can never get back into the concrete ; abstract and 
lifeless it must always remain. Allegory is an artificial 
business from the first, and foredoomed to failure. It is not 
thus that children — even modem sophisticated children — tell 
themselves stories ; it was not thus that primitive man told 
himself myths. Eros and Elpis, Menis and Eris, Nemesis 
and Ananke — ^these and their like are not allegorical fictions. 

^ Note, for instanoe, that Peitho, in the relief (p. 209), is sitting on the top 
of her piUar ; Aphrodite, in the vase-painting (p. 195), is emerging from hers. 
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Man has not made them; it is tbey who make him, and I 
bitter his fate if he defy them. They have a long course to ' 
run before the dissolution sets in, whereby the body falls 
away from the soul, the presentment from the spirit. They 
will become personifications only when they die. 

How these discamate passions came to develop into 
personalities, which could be represented in human shape, we 
can only guess. It is the work of myth-making imagination, 
helped probably by the fuUy developed anthropomorphism of 
the Olympian religion. Hesiod, by the devices of affiliation 
and marriage, somehow brings them into his multifarious 
pantheon; but they look queer and unreal when they get 
there, because they properly belong to a more primitive, 
non-anthropomorphic, system of belief. They dwindle into 
pale shadows beside the radiant and solid inhabitants of 
Mount Olympus. Some of them, we remark — ^though our 
impressions on this point are not very trustworthy — have 
won and retained a fuller degree of personality than others. 
Aides, Peitho, Eros are more real to us than Eleos, Horme, or 
Philia. It seems certain that to the Greeks also some were 
fainter, others more vividly conceived. How far any one of 
them would advance towards complete divinity would depend 
on all sorts of accidents, and partly on the real frequency and 
importance of the states of mind which the power in question 
inspired. 

Their later history confirms this impression. Some of them 
retain their independence, others lose it. It is suggested by 
Hermann Usener in an illuminating discussion of this subject^ 
that the fact that their names have a known meaning weakens 
them as against the completely developed personal god with a 
proper name, the meaning of which is forgotten. It is easy to 
see what would happen if this world of daemons were invaded 
by a hierarchy of gods who had reached full anthropomorphic 
concreteness. The originally independent, but shadowy, per- 
sonalities would yield to the stronger and become attached to 
them as attendants or even as epithets. So we hear of Athena 

^ QWemamenf p. 869. 
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I Nike, Athena Hygieia» Artemis Eadeia, and so forth. The 
weakest will in this way almost disappear ; their personality 
is absorbed and they sink into adjectives. Others however 
maintain their independence. Nike is not lost in Athena; 
/ Peitho never becomes Aphrodite. A long-established cult 
would be an anchor to save these ancient figures from being 
swept away. If myth has wrought for them a fJEurly distinct 
character and history, their personality wiU resist absorption. 
Though many of them take lower rank as attendant and 
ministering spirits, they will long retain a hold of their own 
in the minds of their simple worshippers. If in one way they 
are less human than the gods, in another they have remained 
closer to the elementary feelings of humanity. 

Figurative art will also contribute its help. If it is 
markedly anthropomorphic and has advanced fiax enough to 
fix a traditional human type with well-known traits and 
attributes, its figures will not give way altogether to newly- 
imported personalities whose traits and attributes are different. 
In actual fact, Eris, Apatd, Peitho, and some others do remain 
in Greek vase-painting. They are only subordinated to the 
Olympians, not effaced by them, and often the divinity and 
the attendant spirit appear side by sida The existence of 
a &miliar art-type counts for much, especially as polytheism 
has no objection to indefinite multiplication of divine or 
daemonic personalities, and all religions have a remarkable 
power of 'reconciliation'. Christianity finds room for as 
many saints and martyrs as Greece had daemons and heroes. 
In the modem world saints are kept alive and independent 
by local cults. They are also preserved by literature which 
gives a fixed and enduring form to popular hagiology. 
Greek poetry did the same service to the primitive daemons, 
for the clear imagination of poets arrested the flux of popular 
myths, and prevented the disappearance of figures which 
might otherwise have melted. 

^ In the Ker stage, before they became humanized under the 
influence of Olympian anthropomorphism, Eros and Elpis 
were beings of the same order as that out of which the 
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Erinyes and the Moirai developed. They were closely akin 
to the angry ghosts and the avenging spirits ; and it was 
\ easy for them to be associated with the malevolent daemon 
who causes reversals of fortune,^ since these reversals are often 
due to excess of confidence, intoxication, the sudden access of 
blind and violent feeling. Thus the passions take their place 
in the cycle of the tragic fact — Elpis beside Penia, Eros beside -^ 
Ploutos. This first stage of the tragic theory is religious, but 
not theological ; and it is quite non-moraL 

With the advent of the Olympian gods we reach a second 
stage, which, though still non-moral, is theological The 
spirits of vengeance are now employed by the gods to punish 
man, not for moral offences, but for arrogant presumption. I 
The notion of the divine Jealousy {^$6vos) is now prominent. ' 
If man seeks to overstep the limits assigned him and to 
become as a godj he excites the resentment (viiiea-is) of higher 
powers. Qreat prosperity is one of the divine prerogatives, 
and the tragic passions of unrestrained desire and ambition 
are offences against the gods. The reversal of fortune, 
formerly attributed to an independent daemon, now becomes 
an act of divine punishment.^ * God is wont to lop and cut 

^ Ab the Erinyes are in Aeaoh. Agam. 468 MXaivat 8* 'Epiv^ XP^^ ^^Xtf^ 
Ihrr* drcv 9iMas naXarrvx^i "^P^^i ^o» riOuff* i/tavp6v, 'EXirlt occurs in the Orphic 
Hymn (lix) to the Moirai : oTr M Kiftyris \ bp^altp . . • | valawroA wew^e9€ 
fiporSnf lir' dvetpoMi Tcuor. | Mcr M fip6rtc¥ 96istfunf yiwos iXir(8i mo6^ | 0tc/xctc 
—a reminiflcence of the winged {tcoC^) Ker-EIpis. 

* One of the earliest expressions of this theory is in a recently deciphered 
Babylonian book, dated before 2000 B.O., the story of Tabi-ntol-Bel, King of 
Nippur : 

' How can mortals fiithom the way of a god f 

He who is still aUve in the eyening may be dead the next morning ; 

In an instant he is cast into grief ; of a sudden he is crashed ; 

One moment he sings and plays, 

In a twinkling he wails like a mourner. 

lake day and night their fate changes; 

If they hunger they are like corpses, 

When they are satiated they think themaelTes equal to their god ; 

If things go well they talk of ascending to heayen, 

If they are in distress, they speak of going down to Irkalla.' 
Uorris Jastrow {A Babiflonian Job, Contemp, lUvUw, Dec 1906, p. 805), 
from whom the aboye rendering is taken, discusses the document. 
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down all excess';^ it is Zeus who 'abases ihe high, and 
exalts the low \* Countless stories of the attempts to scale 
I Olympus, and of men who have aspired to the love of 
( goddesses, belong to this order of thought. These latter sins 
I are the offences of Eros; but Elpis, who dares to count 
upon the future as assured, is also guilty of impious pre- 
sumption. ' Some day,' says Pindar, * I may say for certain 
what shall be ; but now, although I hope, with God is the 
end.'' Such is the cautious language of piety. *In every 
matter/ says Solon to Croesus, 'one must look to the end 
and see how it will turn out ; for there are many to whom 
Qod gives a glimpse of prosperity and then overturns them 
root and branch.' ^ It is not safe to call a man happy until 
he is dead; premature congratulations will bring ill luck 
on him. 

As a third stage in the development of these ideas, we next 

encounter the Aeschylean notion that God uses the tragic 

I pasdons themselves as agents of punishment^ and brings the 

I sinner to ruin by increasing the arrogant delusion. His 

* ministers of Justice are Delusion (Avirq), and Blindness 

C'Arn) ; ^ the former sometimes takes the shape of Elpis or 

I of Eros. Thus the very causes of offence are enhanced by 

I Qod to lead the guilty man deeper into the snare which 

) Buin spreads. This is the theory stated by Sophocles in 

the choruB we have already quoted. Elpis, the Delusion 

who wings the dreams of Desire, steals upon the sinner 

unawares. He is blinded and becomes unable to distinguish 

^ Herod, rii. 10 ^iKiu y^ 6 $t^ rd itwtpixovra wdrra Kokoita^. 
' Laert Diog. i. 8. 2 Chilon asked Aesop how Zeus was employed ; ^dycu 8' 
a{rr6v Tct fiiy {^Xct TontiySv, ret 82 rawttvd {n/tStv, 

* Find. OL ziii. 108. Cf. Theogn, 659 M* 6fi6irai xp^ rovS^, 6n /i^vorc wpayfim 
r6V fffrai' \ Btcl yip roi ytfitaSf<r\ otffiv Ivcori rikos, 

* Herod, i. 82 fin. 

' Aesch. fragm, 801 'Ainin/f bucalat oCk dmxrrarcr ^t^t. One means of delu- 
sion, used by the gods, is the riddling oracle, which is of the nature of an 
ordeal. If a man is right-minded, he will interpret it correctly and take 
warning ; but if he is infatuated, it will mislead him. Cf. the terms in 
which Thucydides (y. 108 dt. svpr, p. 178) speaks of oracles, divination, teal 
6ffa rotavm /itr* lAir/8oiK Kvfudytraif and Dionysius' paraphrase, 4 ^"H*^ ^^ 
kkwb. 
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right from wrong.^ Moral offences, as distinct from pre- 
sumption against the gods, gradually become more prominent. 
One of the earliest is excess in vengeance,^ — though this, 
perhaps, was at first only a theological offence against the 
divine prerogative of cruelty. 

The notion that a passion like Eros can be the instrument 
of the divine Jealousy finds an interesting expression on 
a vase^ of the same class as the Darius krater figured on 
p. 195. In the central field the death of Meleager is repre- 
sented inside a house. Outside, and on a higher level, sits 
Aphrodite, -with her head inclined in sorrow, watching the 
scene. In her left hand she holds a bow and arrow; and 
\ beside her stands Eros. He is unmistakable, but the name 
{inscribed above him is not his own, but Fhthonos (<t>0ONO2). 
(The significance is clear: Aphrodite symbolizes the love of 
( Meleager for Atalanta, of which she is the supernatural cause, 
the TrapairlaT^^^s-Phthonos is the enhanced passion which 
'has^'led^eleager to overstep the bounds assigned to man, 
and brought on the doom by which the Jealousy of Heaven 
is appeased.^ 

This moral and theological theory and the drama based 
on it concentrate attention more on the abasement of pride 
than on the exaltation of the lowly; and the tragic fact 
comes to consist chiefiy of the former. Hence the original 
associations of Fenia and Elpis have faded for us, while 
those of Ploutos and Hybris are vivid. Elpis and Eros, too, 

^ Soph. Ant, 622 rd mueinf Hoiettv vor' Mkbv \ r^ ti^iM^ tr^ ^pivas \ <9cdt dy€t 
vpds droF. Ljourgua in Leocr. 92 (cit. Jebb ad loe.) quotes from 'ancient 
poetry ' : iray ydp 6f»yij 9aifi6¥wp fiXdfrry riyij \ tovt' airrb vpSirov i^wftaipurtu 
^pwSt¥ I r^ vow rhy ^a$\6v, th 82 t^ X*^P^ rpiwti | yy^/ajv, tv* c/8p /n/S^i^ £r 
Apaprr^u, Similarly the chorus in the AjnJtigoM (791) addressing Ero$\ 
a^ Kot Jkieaianf dBiirovt ^pkvat wapaan^s M X/iffi^. 

* Herod. Iy. 206 dn dpa &»9pintoi<fi al Xitp^ Itrx^pal rt/wpiiu irpdt Otw iwi^woi 
yhoirrcu. The moral, and non-theological, equiyalent of this is expounded 
in Hermocrates* words (Thuo. iv. 62) quoted above on p. 170. 

' From Armentum, now at Naples in the Museo Nazionale Coll. Sant- 
angelo, No. 11. Interpreted by Kekul^, Strenna festosa qfferta a 0, Hmatn^ 
Boma, 1867. 

* See Koerte, XJdber PtraoniftMJtUmBU ptyehol, Aff9M$ i» der spQUirtn Vasm- 
mdUrei, Berlin, 1874. 



886 THUCTDIDES IIYTHICUS 

beoome almofit indistiiigiuahable ; both are chaneteristic of 
Hybrifl, and miiiisteria] agents of N6ineai& 

We have entered upon this short and imperfect deseription 
of primitive psychology with a view to bringing out the 
pre-Aeschylean beliefs about the tragic passions and their 
relation to reversals of fortune — ^their place in the cycle of 
the tragic fact Unless our description of the form of 
Aeschylean tragedy was altogether fanciful, we found in the 
double structure of his drama certain features which pointed 
back to the primitive, mythical theory of the pasjd ona. 
Aeschylus conceives them as minis terial agenc ies, external to 
man and yet embodied and personiiiea m him. On the ideal 
plane of the lyric they seemed still to keep something of 
their old independent existence as elementaiy, supernatural 
persons. Hybris was not a mere name for Agamemnon's 
pride ; Eros was something more than the lust of rapine in 
the conquerors of Troy. The old notion of incarnation or 

I spiritual possession, combined with the subordination of 

I daemons to the gods, provides at this stage of development 
a working theory to reconcile the supernatural with the 
natural causation of human action^ The characters of the 
play are not merely the blind puppets of higher powers; 

I they have inward springs of motion, and yet these are 
agencies sent from Qod Thus for a moment is the balance 
poised between the two sets of powers which shape human 
destiny. 

^ But only for a moment. The theory involves so delicate 
an equilibrium between natural and superhuman, so nice 
a compromise of faith and knowledge, that it cannot be 
maintained for long. The balance must turn, and there is 
no doubt which scale will sink. The supernatural must fade 
and recede. The gods must surrender again to man the life 
with which, as he slowly learns, himself at his own cost 
has lavishly endowed them. Human nature re-enters upon 
its alienated domain, conscious of itself, and of nothing else 
but a material world which centres round it. Desire and 
Hope must resign their dream shapes, and all that will be 
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left of them is a hot movement of the blood, the thrill of ** '^ 
a quickened nerve. Vengeance and Buin will be at last 
transformed into facts of heredity and causal sequences of 
physical excess and pain. Destiny will give place to Law. 

The question which can no longer be postponed is, how 
fax this process, with all the loss and gain it carries with 
it, had advanced for Thucydides. The common assumption 
is that the language of Diodotus is only poetical metaphor,— 
that it means no more than a writer of our own day would 
mean by it. * Thucydides,' we are told, ' has made a dean 
sweep of the legendary and novelistic sympathies, and primi- 
tive beliefs, rarely mitigated by the light of criticism, which 
marked Herodotus.' In a single generation he had leapt 
across the whole gulf which separates us from Aeschylus 
and Pindar. 

In the course of this study the conviction has been growing 
upon us that the comparisons commonly made between Thucy- 
dides and Herodotus are based on false assumptions and 
misleading. It is usual to speak of Herodotus as primitive, 
and religious to the point of superstition; of Thucydides, 
as advanced and sceptical to the point of irreligiousness. 
Herodotus is treated as a naive and artless child ; Thucydides 
as a disillusioned satirist and sometimes as a cynic. These 
representations seem to us to be founded simply on the 
external fact that Herodotus was by a generation the older 
of the two, and on the false assumption that, because their 
books are both called histories, Thucydides must have started 
where Herodotus left off, and developed the tradition he 
originated. Our own view is almost exactly the reverse. I£ 
either of the two men is to be called religious, it is Thucy- 
dides; if either is sceptical, it is Herodotus. Naivety and 
artlessness are not terms we should choose to apply to either ; 
something closely akin to cynicism and flippancy is common 
enough in Herodotus; there is not a trace of either in 
Thucydides. 

A single passage at the beginning of Herodotus* history 
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will illuBirate our meaning. In tracing the earlier stages 
of the quarrel between East and West, Herodotus has occasion 
to relate the story of lo, the cow-maiden beloved of Zeus and 
persecuted by Hera.^ Putting quietly aside the Greek legend,^ 
which was primitive, gross, and supernatural, Herodotus 
gives the story as told by the Persian chroniclers. In this 
version lo, an Argive princess, was carried off to Egypt by 
I some Phoenicians who were trading along the Aegean coasts. 
Herodotus also gives a slightly different version, current 
among the Phoenicians, in which lo became the captain's 
paramour, and, to escape her parents' anger, sailed to Egypt 
of her own free wilL 

' It is curious,* says Rawlinson,^ ' to observe the treatment 
which the Greek myths met with at the hands of foreigners. 
The Oriental mind, quite unable to appreciate poetry of 
such a character, stripped the legends bare of all that 
beautified them and then treated them, thus vulgarized, as 
matters of simple history. lo, the virgin priestess, beloved 
by Zeus, and hated by jealous Hera, metamorphosed, Argus- 
watched, and gadfly-driven from land to land, resting at 
last by holy Nile's sweet-tasting stream, and there becoming 
mother of a race of hero-kings, is changed to lo, the para- 
mour, &c. . . . Herodotus, left to himself, has no tendency to 
treat myths in this coarse, rationalistic way: witness his 
legends of Croesus, Battus, Labda, &c. His spirit is too 
reverent, and, if we may so say, too credulous. The super- 
U natural never shocks or startles him.' 

The critic's mind is filled with the lo legend as presented 
in the Supplicea and the PrGmetheua^ and he quarrels with 
the Phoenicians for not having read and appreciated their 
Aeschylus. But what was the story of lo, before Aeschylus 
made it mysterious and beautiful? Apollodorus preserves 
the edifying tale ^ which ' the Semitic race^ unable to enter 

^ Herod, i. 1 ff. 

' i. 2 c^jtw /ikr lovr It AJytnrrw dwut4fT$ai kiywMrt Uipffat, obit &s 'EXXt/yts, 
That is aU he says about the Greek story. 

' Translation of Herodotus, note ad loe. 

* Apollod. BihL 2. 1. 8. lo was priestess of Hera, and Zeus violated her. 
Caught in the act by Hera, he changed the maiden into a white oow, and 
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into ihe spirit of Greek poesy V vulgarized and stripped bare 
of its beauty. Herodotus, ' left to himself,' would have been 
too reverent to be shocked by it ; but apparently the Persians 
and Phoenicians stood over him with a stick and terrorized 
his ^ reverent, and if we may so say, credulous ' spirit. They 
did their work pretty thoroughly. They corrupted their 
innocent victim to the extent of making him repeat a comment, 
which is not quite the sort of thing we expect to hear in the 
nursery. ' Now the Persians argue that to carry off a woman 
must of course be considered as the act of a wicked man ; but, 
when the elopement has taken place, to make great ado about 
vengeance is the mark of a very foolish man, and to take no 
notice whatever is the mark of a very wise one. For ob- 
viously, if the victim herself had not wished it, there would 
have been no elopement. Now they themselves (they main- 
tain) had acted like wise men,' &c.^ 

Where else in Greek literature shall we find this flippant, 
Parisian, man-of-the-worldly tone? Not in the Athenian 
authors — Aeschylus, Sophocles, Thucydides, Euripides, Plato 
— no, nor yet in Aristophanes. It is not Athenian, but 
Ionian ; ^ we must look for a parallel to the latest and most 
decadent passages of the Ionian Epos ; just as, to match the 
' Milesian ' tale of Gyges, to which Herodotus next turns, we 
\ must look to Boccaccio and Brantdme. Herodotus stands, not 

swore he would not touch her again. That is why, says Heeiod, the breaking 
of loyers* vows does not draw down the anger of the gods. Hera begged the 
cow from Zeus, and set Argus to watch her. He tied her to an olive-tree. 
Then Zeus sent Hermes to steal the cow, but Hermes was detected by 
Hierax (the Hawk) and he killed Argus with a stone. Hera sent a gad-fly 
to drive lo from land to land, till at last she came to Egypt, was changed 
back into a woman, and bore Epaphos. 

^ RawlinsoUf ibid, 

* Herod, i. 4. Plutarch, mdlig, Eerod. il! (856) protests against this 
utterance as an 'apology on behalf of the ravishers' and as involying 
impiety, since, if the women were carried o£P willingly, the punishment of 
the gods upon the ravishers was unjust. 

' The contrast between the Ionian spirit and the Athenian was suggested 
to me by an unpublished lecture of Mr. Gilbert Murray, which I have been 
privileged to read, and which suddenly illuminated this part of my subject. 
Whatever truth there is in the view expressed is due to him, though he is 
in no way responsible for the expression of it. 
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at the beginning, bat at the end of a tradition. He is not 
the father of history; he is the last of the Homeridae, turning 
the refined and polished prodaet of centmieB of festal recita- 
tion into material for his amusing and instnietiye tale of the 
quarrel of East and West The proceas is, to onr eyes, 
nnscientifio; but it was then the most advanced and 
enlightened treatment of saga. There is not a word in either 
of the two versions given by Herodotus which might not be 
literal tacL^ Such incidents must have occurred as frequently 
when the Phoenicians bartered beads and gandy stuffi with 
the simple natives along the Aegean coasts, as they do now 
when European traders ply exactly the same business along 
the shores of Africa. Herodotus is, to our minds, unscientific 
only in three respects. First, he does not understand that 
primitive myths are not garbled history, any more than he 
was aware that garbled histoiy is a sort of myth. Second, he 
imports into the heroic age the international courtesies and 
decently conducted negotiations by herald and envoy, which 
prevailed in his own time. Third, he does not care which 
story — ^the Persian or the Phoenician — ^is true. ' About this 
matter,' he says, * I am not going to say whether it happened 
this way or that.' ' I wiU tell no lies, George, that I promise 
you,' says the younger Pendennis; 'and do no more than 
coincide in those which are necessary and pass current, and 
can't be got in without recalling the whole circulation.' ^ 

^ The trefttment of thiB myth illustrates a remark we made above (p. 188), 
to the effect that rationalization may easily eiEMe the olnes by which the 
elements of fiction and truth can be discriminated. Herodotus leases only 
the. name of lo and the Toyage to Egypt, suppressing the transformation into 
a cow. Now it is almost certain that the element of historicsl fiict which 
lies behind the story is a primitiye cow-worship at Aiigos, probably even 
earlier than the worship of Hera. lo is possibly a primaeyal cow-goddess 
whom Hera replaced. The Toyage to Egypt is purely mythioali having been 
invented when lo was identified with Isis. Thus the most rational part of 
the story is absolutely unhistorical ; while the gross and supernatural 
features of it, which rationalism refines away, are the due to historical 
truth. 

Bationalization is the converse of the mythical 'infiguration* of history: 
it imparts the form of a possible series of events to a supematural and 
impossible story. 

* Thackeray, Pmdtnnia, bcviii. 
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It is against this light and careless Ionian temper that 
Thucydides protests, as Aeschylus, in his way, had protested 
before, and Plato, in his^ will protest later. To Aeschylus 
it seemed irreligious ; to Thucydides, regardless of truth ; to 
Plato, immoraL Aeschylus had taken Homer and made the 
religion of Zeus spiritual by incorporating with it a profound I C^ 
interpretation ofthose gross and primitive myths, like the story ] i% 
of the cow-maiden, which the lonians had r^ected or turned to 
ridicule in the parodies of mock Epic. Plato finds Homer too 
thoroughly penetrated with immorality to be rendered service* 
able even by drastic expurgation.^ To Thucydides the Ionian 
tradition of Epos and story-telling is anathema ; his introduce 
tion is a judicial and earnest polemic against it and all its works. 
There was as little of the Ionian in his temperament as there 
was in his blood. It is almost certain that he was related on 
his mother s side to the Philaidae, for his tomb was to be seen 
dose to those of Eimon and MUtiades.' His father bore 
a Thracian name, and came probably of that hard-drinking 
and fighting stock which worshipped Ares and the northern 
Dionysus ; and it is to the religious drama which grew up at 
Dionysus' festivals in Pelasgian Athens, not to the Epos 
which had flowered at the Ionian gatherings and now was 
overblown, that Thucydides turns for his inspiration. 

Herodotus picks up a good story where he can. His 
dramatization of the expedition of Xerxes is tinged with 
Aeschylean religion, because Aeschylus had created the 
Persian legend on this type and fixed the lines which any one 
who wished to glorify Athens and to please an Athenian 
audience must follow. But in Herodotus the religious notions 
are ill-digested and lie close to the surface. They are the 
theme of illustrative and fabulous anecdote, not the deep-set 
framework of earnest thought. It is not in this manner that 
Thucydides works when he turns the great moral of Aeschylus' 
Persiana against the Athenian Empire. 

^ When Homer is called ' the Bible of the Greeks *, theie points tend to 
be overlooked. 

' The Philaidae were an Aeginetan funily. Miltiades, the vietor of 
Marathon, married a Thracian wife. 

B 
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In doing so, the hiBtorian inevitably borrowed much of the 
stmcture of Aeschylean tragedy. This unhistoric principle of 
design came in on the top of his firsts chronological plan, and 
he allowed both to shape his work, leaving long tracts of 
nncoloured narrative between the scattered episodes of his 
drama. The tragic theory of human nature involved in the 
dramatization differs from the Aeschylean in being nonr- 
theological — at least on the surface and so fieur beneath it as 
we are allowed to see; for in place of all-seeing Zeus, 
Thucydides has F ortune. In thus removing the theological 
' eliimuiit, Iie^ has reverted in a curious way to the ^€-theo- 
logical conception of the tragic fact, which existed long 
before Aeschylus. The language of Diodotus expresises that 
conception in its completeness and with great precision. We 
have in fact in that statement an instance of Tationalizirm. 
The accretion of theological belief is removed ; but what is 
left is a mythical construction which contains and carries 
with it conceptions still more primitive. Just as Thucydides 
in rationalizing the story of Pausanias cut away the fabulous 
anecdotes, and never saw that what remained was not fact, 
but dramatized legend ; so in rationalizing the theology of 
Aeschylus, he was unaware that what remained was my^cal 
in origin, and not a fresh statement of the facts of life drawn 
from direct and unbiassed observation. We have traced the 
theory through three stages: (1) a primitive, pre-Olympian 
I stage, in which it might be called religious, but neither theo- 
i logical nor moral ; (2) a theological, but still non-moral stage, 
in which the Jealousy of the Olympians is a dominant con- 
ception ; and (8) a stage both theological and moral, in the 
drama of Aeschylus. Thucydides adds a fourth stage in which 



I I this train of thought ceases to involve theology, while it 
^ remains moral. But through all its phases it is more or less 
mythical. 

How much warmth and life these primitive ideas still 
held for him, what degree of reality Fortune, Elpis, and Eros 
retained — these are questions which cannot be answered with 
certainty. Our own impression is that the anthropomorphic 
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mode of thought was so habitual and vivid in the Qreek 
mind, that only the most determined rationalists could shake 
it off. Perhaps even they oould not get free of it. Euripides, / 

like Thucydides, is hailed as a modem of the modems, and 
(to our thinking) with better reason. The tragedian has none 
of the historian's detachment ; he will risk the success of an 
$ artistic effect to gain a point in theological controversy ; he is 
f not coolly, but. fervently, rationalistic. And yet, when we 
read the Hippolytua, and still more when we see it played, 
the feeling grows upon us that reason fEills back like a broken 
wave. A brooding power, relentless, inscrutable, waits and 1 
watches ailcl smites. TKefe she^stands, aD Qirough tHe abtibn, 
the ^w^'e, Implacable Aphrodite. Is she no more than a 
marble image, the work of men's hands ? Is there no signifi- 
cance in that secret smile, no force behind the beautiful mask, 
no will looking out of the fixed, watching eyes ? And yet, 
how can there be ? Is she not one of the outcast, dethroned 
Olympians, a figment of bygone superstition, despised and 
rejected of an enlightened age ? No, she is more than this, 
and much more. But what can she be? — a personification 
of the ' life-force ' ? A thousand times, no I It must be that 
poetry has forced on reason some strange compromise. We 
cannot detect the formula of that agreement ; but we know 
that somehow a compact has been made. Had the poet, in 
one of the long days of musing in his seaward cave on 
Salamis, seen a last vision of the goddess, rising in wrathful 
foam? 
/ In the Hippolytus we are approaching the modem con- 
/ ception of the tragic fact, in which the interest lies in the 
inwai^d conflict of purely natural motives ; but we have not 
yet quite reached it ; and if the supernatural quality of the 
elementary human passions is still felt by Euripides, it is no 
great paradox to find traces of it in the historian, who looked 
to drama of a much more primitive type. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

THE CAX78£ OF THE WAB 

The play, we said, is done; — ihat is the feeling which 
eveiy reader has, when he closes the seventh Book ; and we 
fancy it was the writer's feeling too. He had traced the 
'causes' of the Sicilian expedition from Fortune at Pylos 
to Nemesis at the quarries of Syracuse. From this point 
onwards he has little interest in his task ; the eighth Book 
i\ is a mere continuation on the old chronological plan, un- 
finished, dull, and spiritless. The historian patiently con- 
tinued his record; hut he seems to grope his way like 
a man without a due. The last seven years of the war he 
left altogether unrecorded, preferring to spend his time in 
retouching, amplifying, and shaping the earlier narrative, 
where he could see clearly. His chain of 'causes' runs 
through Books lY to VIL At the earlier end it pointed 
back to foreshadowing events as far as the beginning of 
Book in (the Mytilenean debate), but no further. To link 
the Sicilian enterprise to the origin of the war, he would 
have had to get completely out of himself, become ' a modem 
of the moderns ', and study the economic situation — an entity 
he never dreamed of. Looking back to this point, where 
his clue seemed to fail him, he must have puzzled and cast 
about for some light. The histoHcaUy insoluble riddle of 
Pericles' attack upon Megara — how he must have turned 
this over, as again and again he took up his first Book, to 
revise it once more. 

Now, to almost all his contemporaries that riddle presented 
no difficulty whatever; for there can have been very few 
who did not belong to one or other of two classes. There 
was the thoughtless mass of ordifiary folk who were quite 
content with the notion that Ferides had some personal 
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rancour against the Megarians. These had not known 
Pericles; their minds were not on a scale to measure his. 
Their foolish opinions are not so much as stated, for a ta^t 
disproof was enough for them. But there was also a large 
body of reflective, serious people, who were satisfied with 
a very different explanation. About their opinion these 
facts are certain: namely, that Thucydides, at some time 
in his life, thought it worth mentioning, if only indirectly and 
by implication ; that he mentioned it with no expression of 
belief or disbelief on his own part ; and that he described at 
some length what he thought to be the facts on which it was 
based. This explanation was that there was a curse — a taint 
of guilt and of madness — in the house to which Pericles, on his 
mother's side, belonged. 

We hasten to say that Thucydides' detailed narration of 
the incidents of the Eylonian conspiracy, to which this taint 
was traced back, is auffixdently accounted for by a desire to 
correct the version given by Herodotus.^ Herodotus says 
the Alcmaeonids were * considered responsible' ; the *accusa« 
tion was laid upon them ',^ and tells the story very briefly. 
Thucydides tells it with much precision and detail, and 
especially insista that the nine archons (not, as Herodotus 
says, the ' presidents of the Naucraries ') were absolutely re- 
sponsible.' The effect is to fix the guilt of the sacrilege 
on the Alcmaeonid archon, Megacles ; and doubtless Thucy* 
dides believed that so it was. Both historians have in view 

^ It has been obserred that Herodotus, here as in other places where the 
Alcmaeonids are concerned, giyes the version current in that fSunUy. 
Thucydides (who, by the way, was connected with the rival house of tho 
Philaidae— the fi&mily of Miltiades and Kimon), here as elsewhere, giyes 
a version which is, at least, without any bias in &vour of the Alcmaeonids. 
Another instance is the expulsion of the tyrants : Thucydides (vi. 64 ft) 
barely mentions the Alcmaeonids ; Herodotus gives them as much credit as 
possible. See Herod, vi. 128. 

' Herod, v. 70 tixf*^ cdrhpf rev ^drov ... 71 ^orfu^tu M abrcibs ahitf lx« 

' Herod, v. 71 rfnirovt dtfiorofft fi\y 61 */wrdyict Twr ycBUKpdpctw, of wip ir9/uuf 
r6T€ T^s 'A^at. Thuo. L 126 ol '^i^euoc . . . dv^^or . . . Ivirp^^oyrct ron krvla 
d^otfcri Hfp re ^Xcun^r mt rd «ar a^oMpAropat Sia^iiku f tty dpiara 8107171^ 
CKUffiv* r6r€ dk rd voXXcl rw wo\iTiswr ol Iwvia Spxoiyrtt ispaffffw, 

»3 
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a current controversy on the sabjeot roused by the Lacedae- 
monians' demand tiiat the Athenians should expel 'the 
Accursed' — a 'pretext' for the war which provides Thucy- 
dides with an occasion for telling the story and correcting 
Herodotus. The occasion is sufficient ; the desire to correct 
accounts for the precision and detaiL 
^ The story is told with great reserve.^ 'The followers of 
Kylon were besieged and were in distress for lack of food 
and water. So, although Eylon and his brother escaped, 
the rest, since they were in straits and some were dying 
of hunger, took sanctuary as suppliants at the altar which 
is on the Acropolis. And those Athenians who were charged 
to keep watch, when they saw them dying in the holy place, 
caused them to rise, promising they would do them no harm, 
and they led them away and slew them. And some who, 
as they passed by, took sanctuary actually ai the altars cf 
the Venerable Ooddesses? they dispatched. And from this 
they were called accursed and banned of the goddess, they 
and the race that came from them. Now the Athenians 
drove out these accursed, and Cleomenes, also, the Lacedae- 
monian, drove them out later when the Athenians were in 
civil strife; and when they drove out the living they also 
took up the bones of the dead and cast them out. They 
were, however, restored later, and their race is to this day 
in the city. 

' This then was the Curse which the Lacedaemonians bade 
them drive out; pretending that they were first of all 
avenging the gods, but knowing that Pericles, the son of 
Xanthippos, was connected with it on his mother's side/ 

* Die Erzfthlang des Thukydides macht den Eindruck einer im ganzen 
objektiyen, wenngleioh mit Bezug auf die Beteiligang der Alkmeoniden, 
deren Name gar nioht genannt wird, Auaaentzarllokhalieiiden DarateUung. 
BuBolt, Or, Qtach, ii. 204*. 

' i. 126. 11 KoBt^oiiivovt U raws ml M rwr Xtiam Bccur roTt fi»/aMS Ir rf 

wap68^ drcx^crarro. The nal is ambiguous : it may mean ' also * or < eren ', 

< actually.' 

'^ * Obaerre that the ourse follows the femak line. Aeschylus had not 

j eradicated that belief. Aloibiades also was an Alomaeonid, certainly thxongh 

: his mother, probably also through his &ther. 
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and thinking that if he were exiled their affairs at Athens 
would go more smoothly. However^ they did not so much 
expect that this would happen to him as that they would 
bring him into ill-odour with the city, and make them think 
that the war would be partly because of his misfortune 
{$vii4>opipy For being most powerful in his day and leading 
the state, he was in all things opposing the Lacedaemonians 
and not suffering the Athenians to give way, but was urging 
them into the war.' ^ 

This narrative is very serious and solemn. Thucydides, 
moreover, has neither directly nor by implication given any 
opinion about the beliefs connected with it. He implies, 
indeed, that to avenge the gods was not, as the Lacedae- 
monians pretended, the * first \ the primary motive of their 
demand. The phrase which describes their primary object — 
hM^okriif olauv airr^ — is ambiguous ; for a dia/SoXi} is any charge 
brought with malicious intention to discredit a man — whether 
the charge be true or false. The most pious^ believer in the 
curse of the Alcmaeonidae could have used the expression ; 
on any view the revival of the curse to gain an end in 
diplomacy was 'malicious'. That the Lacedaemonians believed 
in the curse, Thucydides implies when he sajrs that the religious 
motive was not, as they pretended, the 'primary one. In the 
next chapter he records that the Spartans did believe in their 
own curse — ^the iyos of the Brazen House — and thought it 
caused the earthquake which preceded the Helot revolt. 

Thucydides' reserve is impenetrable ; we can only fall back 
on our general impression of the tone and manner of his 
narrative. We are stating what is a mere matter of personal 
opinion when we say that this story does not strike us as the 
work of a man who was clearly convinced that the curse or 
' taint ' of the Alcmaeonidae could not conceivably have had 
any causal connexion with Pericles' action in 'urging the 
Athenians into the war ', because there was no such thing as 

* Ir rhv v6Xc;ior Stpiia rodt ^ABipniovtt the one ezplioit statement made by 
Thucydides on his own aocoont about Pericles' action in forcing on the war. 
We have seen how elsewhere he minimises it. 
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an hereditary taint of guilt, obscurely working in the blood, 
a seed of madness which might be a wise and innocent man's 
* misfortune '. We feel that a writer who had altogether 
rejected that conception would have given some indication 
that he thought the whole controversy about the curse a piece 
of silly superstition ; and that he would not have told the 
story of Kylon in so solemn a tone, or have added a stiU 
longer and equally serious history of the curse of Taenarus. 
That Thucydides believed in the religious and dogmatic 
theory of hereditary guilt, we do not for one moment suppose. 
He did not, we may be quite sure, think of an &/09 as 
Aeschylus thought of it, — ^as a spirit, an evil genius (baC/iMv)^ 
which could be incarnate in a series of descendants. But 
there was nothing irrational or superstitious in believing that 
when a man commits what is to him an awful religious crime, 
remorse and terror may madden his brain ; and that this taint 
of madness may be transmitted to his posterity. The first of 
these propositions no one would deny; the second is, we 
believe, not yet finally disproved. 

It seems, then, just possible that Thucydides thought there 
might be some touch of madness in Pericles which explained 
his violence against Megara — the otherwise inexplicable 
problem. But why against Megara? and why connect the 
madness with the curse of the Alcmaeonidae? Is it altogether 
fanciful to point out that the Kylonian conspiracy was an 
incident in the feud between Megara and Athens ? ' Eylon 
was an Athenian in olden time who won a Victory at Olympia 
and was well-bom and powerful; and he had married a 
daughter of Theagenes, a Megarian^ who in those days was 
tyrant of Megara.' ^ Theagenes, we are further told,' supplied 
him with forces for his attempt on the Acropolis of Athens. 
So most, at any rate, of the suppliants who were sacrilegiously 
slain by the Alcmaeonid archon, were Megarians. And now 
Megacles' descendant is 'urging' the Athenians into a war 
sooner than revoke a violent decree against the descendants 
.of his victims. A strange coincidence, if it is nothing 
morel 

1 i. 126. > Ibid. 
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However this may be, the point is, perhaps, dear, that 
Thucydides' attention was occupied with topics like these, 
and so diverted from those factors in the economic situation 
which might have enabled him to read the origin of the war 
in the light of the Sicilian expedition. All contemporary 
thought was similarly directed to mythical causes. The 
Lacedaemonians, for instance, explained the war on the same 
lines. Their first open quarrel with Athens, says Thucydides,^ 
dated from the Helot revolt at Ithome, when they had dis- 
missed Eimon's contingent slightingly. The Helot revolt was 
occasioned by an earthquake.' The earthquake was, as the 
Lacedaemonians thought, caused by Poseidon, whose sanctuary 
they had violated by killing suppliants.^ Their chain of 
'causes' led them back to an iyos — the curse of Taenarus — 
of just the same kind as the iyos of the Alcmaeonidae. Such 
were the ' causes ' men looked for in Thucydides' day. Can 
we wonder that the origin of the Peloponnesian war is 
somewhat obscure? 

Thucydides was one of those prophets and kings of thought A 
who have desired to see the day of all-conquering Knowledge, t- 
and have not seen it. The deepest instinct of the human 
mind is to shape the chaotic world and the illimitable stream 
of events into some intelligible form which it can hold before 
itself and take in at one survey. From this instinct all mytho- 
logy takes its rise, and all the religious and philosophical 
systems which grow out of mythology without a break. The 
man whose reason has thrown over myth and abjured religion, 
and who yet is bom too soon to find any resting-place for his 
thought provided by science and philosophy, may set himself 
to live on isolated facts without a theory ; but the time will 
come when his resistance will break down. All the artistic 
and imaginative elements in his nature will pull against 
his reason, and, if once he begins to produce, their triumph is 
assured. Li spite of all his good resolutions, the work will 
grow under his hands into some satisfying shape, informed by 
reflection and governed by art. 

1 i. 102. « i. 101. » L 128. 
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When Thncydides records his own military failure and Uie 
exile by which the Athenians punished it, he neither extenuates 
the blunder nor complains of the penalty. Perhaps he knew 
that during those twenty years of banishment in his remote 
lliracian home, he had gathered the maturer fruits of solitude 
and silence. It must have been bitter at first to quit the 
scene of a drama so intense and passionate, to step down from 
the stage and find a place among the spectators ; but as the 
long agony wore on, as crime led to crime and madness to 
ruin, it was only from a distance that the artist who was no 
longer an actor could discern the large outlines shaping all 
that misery and suffering into the thing of beauty and awe 
which we call Tragedy. 
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FROM THE NIGER TO THE NILE. 

By BOYD ALEXANDER, 

Lieutenant, Rifle Brigade. 

Two volumes. Large Medium 8vo. WUh lUustraiions and Maps, 

36s. net« 

It may be doubted whether any exploring expedition of modem 
times compares for interest and romance with that led by Lieut. 
Boyd Alexander from the Niger to the Nile in 1904-1907. The 
distance accomplished was about 5,000 miles, and among the many 
remarkable results of the expedition was the demonstration that it 
was possible to go almost the whole way by water ; in fact, the steel 
boats which conveyed the stores were only carried for fourteen days 
out of the three years occupied by the journey. 

The book is packed with adventure, much of it of a kind unusual 
even for Centrsd Aficican explorers. In one famine-stricken village 
young girls are offered to the party for food ; elsewhere the people, 
fleeing before them, throw down babies in the hope of staying their 
hunger, and so stopping their advance. In contrast with these 
cannibals, we find other populations engaged in the arts and in- 
dustries of a comparatively high state of civilization. Two of the 
party — Lieut. Alexander's brother and Captain G. B. Gosling — 
died of fever at different stages of the journey. The survivors had 
countless escapes from death by disease, poisoned arrows, himger, 
lightning, and drowning. The numerous exciting hunting-stories 
include the capture of an okapi after a weary search. There was a 
good deal of fighting with natives in the earlier stages of the journey, 
but on the whole the people, when not shy, seem to have been well 
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disposed. Lieut. Alexander's observations on the manners and 
customs of the natives are extremely curious and interesting. 

The story is fiiUy illustrated by nearly 200 striking photographs, 
and there are several maps. 



MEMOIRS OF MISTRAL. 

Rendered into English by CONSTANCE ELISABETH MAUD, 

Author op ' Wagmkx's Hsxobs,' ' An English Girl in Paris,' Etc 
Lyrics from the Proven^ by ALMA STRETTELL (Mrs. LAWRENCE HARRISON). 

Demy Svo, With lUustratums, 125. 6d. net. 

The charm of this autobiography of the celebrated Proven9al poet 
may be judged from the enthusiastic reception accorded by critics 
to the work on its original appearance. Thus, the Revue aes Deux 
Monies speaks of * these pages all vibrant with the sunshine of the 
Midi/ of * the graphic language, full of energy, freedom, and rich- 
ness of expression,' in which the author of ' Mireille ' records the 
impressions of his early years, while the Semedne liUiraire de Genhe 
says : * This is an exquisite, healthy, joyous, cheering book. This 
delightful picture of the Midi, with its honest country life, its ancient 
manners, preserved by a passionate attachment to the ancestral soil 
and example, calls forth laughter, smiles, and tears. It is, perhaps, 
the most purely jovous, moving, and charming work that France 
has given us for a long time.' And it adds : ' A ceux qui cherchent 
en vain, dans la litt6rature triste ou compliqu6e de notre temps, la 
joie et la sant6 de I'esprit, nous pouvons dire en toute confiance : 
Lisez les souvenirs de Mistral !' 



TURKEY IN EUROPE. 

By SIR CHARLES ELIOT, K.C.M.G. 

('Odysseus'). 

A New Edition^ with an Additional Chapter on Events from 1869 to the 

Present Day* 

Large Crown ivo, 75. 6d. net. 

Although the identity of < Odysseus ' has for some time been an 
open secret, it is satisfactory to be able at length to reveal definitely 
the authorship of this important work. The additional chapter 
contains a valuable review of the present position of the Turkish 
question, and brings up to date a book that is already r^arded as a 
standard authority on its subject. 
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MEXICO OF THE TWENTIETH 

CENTURY. 

By PERCY F. MARTIN, F.R.G.S., 

Author op 'Thbough Five Rbpubucs op South Amkxica.' 

Two volumes. Demy 8vo. With Illustrations and Map. 305. net. 

In view of the immense amount of interest which is being taken 
in Mexico by investors both great and small throughout the world, 
there is clearly a place for an authentic and trustworthy book by a 
competent observer, which shall give an accurate picture of the 
country and its industrial condition at the present time. Mr. Martin 
has devoted fifteen months to examining the country and its resources 
from end to end, and the result is not only an extremely readable 
account of the Republic, but a mass of information relating to every 
aspect of its business existence which should form a standard work 
of reference on the subject. To show the thoroughness of Mr. Mar- 
tin's method, it may be mentioned that he includes a particular 
description and history of every mining district, including many of 
the separate mines and the actual amount of work done and being 
done ; a complete history of banking, with full information about the 
native and foreign banks ; insurance matters ; the commercial code ; 
mining laws ; rsulway laws, etc. There is a detailed description of 
every railway in Mexico, with minute particulars as to management, 
finance, etc. All other matters of interest are dealt with in due 
proportion, and the whole work is abundantly illustrated. 



ACROSS PERSIA. 

By E. CRAWSHAY WILLIAMS. 

Demy %vo. With Illustrations and Maps. 125. 6d. net* 

Mr. Crawshay Williams is an enterprising traveller and a very 
keen observer. His book contains the most recent account of a 
region which is vitally important as the meeting-place of Russian and 
British interests in Asia. It is written in a lively and entertaining 
fashion, with a shrewd eye to the political situation, and is well 
illustrated. 
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THE 
GROWTH OF MODERN NATIONS. 

H t>ietot2 ot tbc patticnlacist form ot Socfet]?. 

Translated from the French of HENRI de TOURVILLE 

by M. G. LOCH. 

Demy 8vo. i25. 6d. net. 

The articles which are here presented in the form of a volume 
were contributed by the author to the French periodical La Science 
Sociale over a period of six years ending in February, 1903. His 
death occurred within a few days of his completing the work. 
M. de Tourville, after showing that the transformation of the 
commimal into the particularist family took place in Scandinavia, 
and was largely due to the peculiar geographical character of the 
Western slope, traces the development of modem Europe from the 
action of the particularist t3rpe of society upon the fabric of Roman 
civilization. 

OUT OF CHAOS. 

H pergonal Ston? ot tbe ^Revolution in l^uddUu 

By PRINCE MICHAEL TRUBETZKOI. 

Crown Svo. 6s. 

Succeeding at the age of twenty-three to considerable position and 
wealth, Prince Trubetzkoi was early impressed by the desperate 
condition of the Russian lower classes, and began to interest himself 
in schemes of reform. He quickly discovered that open methods 
had no chance of success, and it was not long before an experience 
of prison and Bxile led him to abandon his social career and fling 
himself with all his heart into the arms of the revolutionary party. 
Throughout his unceasing struggles on behalf of liberty Prince 
Trubetzkoi has ever held up the ideal of Peaceful Regeneration as 
the result of education and self-sacrifice, and has opposed the anar- 
chical violence which can only impede the cause of reform. His book, 
which is a nightmare of spies and passports, of underground printing 
presses and smuc^gled literature, of hideous anxieties and hairbreadth 
escapes, ^ves a lurid picture of modem Russia from the reformer's 
point ot view. 
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RAILWAY ENTERPRISE IN CHINA. 

Hn Bcconnt ot its 9tiQin and "Bevclopment 

By PERCY HORACE KENT. 

Demy Svo. With Maps. i25. 6d. net. 

The history of railway enterprise in China covers a period of 
rather more than forty years. It reflects at once the main character- 
istics of the Chinese official classes and the tendency of the Far 
Eastern policy of foreign Powers. This book, in recordmg the origin 
and growth of Chinese railways, and describing the present situation 
and its development, aims at providing a succinct and unbiassed 
account of an enormously important aspect of what is known as the 
Far Eastern question. Each railway is dealt with in detail with 
the latest information obtainable, and as the appendices contain 
copies of the more important railway contracts, the book should 
prove a valuable work of reference. 



PICTORIAL ART IN THE FAR EAST. 

By LAURENCE BINYON. 

Svo. With Illustrations. 

This important work, which is only rendered possible by the 
immense additions to our knowedge of Far Eastern art during the 
last decade, brings out and establishes the high interest of Chmese 
painting, hitherto practically unknown in Europe, and of the older 
schools of Japan, the subsidiary schools of India, Persia and Tibet 
being also glanced at. The author's aim has been to treat his 
subject not merely from the technical historical side, but as a theme 
of Uving and universal interest, with its background of Oriental 
thought and civilization. 



IN OUR TONGUES. 

Some f>int0 to Veatiets o( tbe £n0li0b asible. 
By ROBERT HATCH KENNETT, 

Canon of Ely, and Rbgius Propessok op Hbbxsw in thx Univbrsitv op Cambridgb. 

Crozvn 8vo. 3s. 6d« net. 
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THE LIFE OF THE SALMON. 

Wttb ttetetence more especialls to tbe yisb in Scottand. 

By W. L. CALDERWOOD, F.R.S.E., 

Imspbctok op Salmon Fishbiubs for Scotlakd. 

Demy Svo, With Illustrations. 7s. 6d. net. 

The Salmon's life presents so many remarkable problems — some 
of them, owing to the difficulties attending scientific observation, 
almost insoluble— that a considerable literature already exists on 
the subject. It is only in the last few years, however, that anything 
like a systematic investigation has been carried on in Scotland, and, 
from his acquaintance with the operations of the Fishery Board, 
Mr. Calderwood is able to speak with special authority. He traces 
the history of the fish from its ^outh up, and has most interesting 
chapters on the results of markmg, on scales as records of a fish's 
joumeyings, and on the effects of changes of water-temperature upon 
the growing fish. 



MY ROCK-GARDEN. 

By REGINALD FARRER, 

Author op 'The Garden op Asia/ *Thb House op Shadows,' *Thb Sunderbd 

Streams,' etc. 

Large Crown 8vo, With Illustrations, ys. 6d. net. 

Rock-gardening appears to have a peculiar £ascination for its 
devotees, and certainly in this book the attractions of the art find a 
veiv able exponent. Mr. Farrer is a recognized authority. His 
rock-garden at Ingleborough is well known among those who share 
his love of the subject, and he has been a remarkably successful 
exhibitor at the London shows. His pages, though conceived for 
the most part in a light-hearted vein, contain an abundance of 
practical information on sites and soils, and his amusing glimpses of 
the joys of the successful collector in Switzerland and Japan will 
make a responsive echo in the breasts of similar enthusiasts. The 
book, which describes the making of the garden as well as the 
innumerable things which, with luck, it is possible to grow in it, is 
illustrated by a number of excellent photographs. 
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A GALLERY OF PORTRAITS. 

^Reproduced trom ^tidinal Stcbin00. 

By HELLEU- 
With an Introduction by FREDERICK WEDMORE. 

Crown Folio, 25s. net. 

M. Helleu's exquisite portraits may be regarded as the French 
counterpart of the art of Gibson in America. Readers of The 
IllustraUd London News will remember the delicacy and charm of the 
portraits which appeared in that periodical. This set of reproductions, 
to which Mr. Frederick Wedmore has written an introduction, forms 
a singularly attractive ' gallery of beauty.' In the case of a con- 
siderable proportion, a dash of colour heightens the effectiveness of 
the portrait. 

MODERN STUDIES. 

By OLIVER ELTON, M.A., 

Profxssor op English Litbrature in thb Univbrsitv op Ljvxrpool. 

Large Crown &vo. 7s. 6d« net. 

Among the contents of this volume of literary essays are : 
*' Giordano Bnmo in England," '* Literary Fame: A Renaissance 
Study," "A Word on Mysticism," and Essays on Shakespeare, 
Tennyson, Swinburne, Henry James, George Meredith, and living 
Irish literature. 

THE GOLDEN PORCH. 

H J9oofK ot (3reefi faitc VMce. 

By W. M. L. HUTCHINSON. 

Crown Sffo. With Illustrations, 55. 

This is a book for young people on the lines of Kingsley's 
* Heroes ' and Hawthorne's < Wonder Book.' Among the contents 
are * The Favourite of the Gods,' * The Prince who was a Seer,' 
•Peleus and the Sea- King's Daughter,' 'The Heavenly Twins,' 
'The Pansy Baby,' 'The Lad with One Sandal,' etc. Miss 
Hutchinson is a former Fellow of Newnham College, and combines 
a wide knowledge of the Classics with a lucid and attractive English 
style. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO CHILD- 
STUDY. 

By W. B. DRUMMOND, M.B., CM., F.R.C.P.E., 

Author op ' Thb Child : His Natukb and Nuktuxb.' 

Croum Svo. 6s* net. 

Recognition of the value of the science of child-study is extending 
rapidly among those who have to do with the training of children. 
It is not always realized, however, that, in order to be fmly profitable, 
and for the avoidance of pitfalls, the subject must be approached 
with caution and with a certain amount of self-preparation on the 
part of the investigator. Upon the importance of this caution and 
self-preparation Dr. Drummond lays considerable stress ; then, after 
describmg methods of study, he passes on to treat in detail of the 
facts of growth, the senses and the nervous system, health, fatigue 
and over-pressure, instincts and habits, forms of expression in speech 
and drawing, and moral characteristics. He has an interesting 
chapter on the question of religion as a suitable subject for the child's 
mind, and concludes with a reference to peculiar and exceptional 
children. The book will be foimd invaluable by the parent or 
teacher who wishes to get the best possible results from tlus impor- 
tant study. 

THE CHILD'S MIND : ITS GROWTH 

AND TRAINING. 

By W. E. URWICK, M.A. 
Croum Svo. 45. 6d. net« 

The author believes that the theory of education, which has been 
in the main dependent upon the philosophical system of Herbart 
and Froebel, stands in need of revision in the light of the scientific 
developments which have taken place since the days of those 
eminent writers. The genetic method, which deals with the process 
of growth, is the one most successfully followed in the sciences — 
biology, physiology, and psychology — which have most to do with 
modern ideas on education. Hence this book aims at setting forth 
some results already obtained from a study of mind-growth as an 
organic process, and establishing a clear and definite connexion 
l)etween the natural processes of learning and the methods by which 
the mind should be taught and trained. 
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THE MYSTERY OF MARIA STELLA, 

LADY NEWBOROUGH. 

By SIR RALPH PAYNE-GALLWEY, Bart. 

Demy 8vo, With aver 20 Illustrations and a Photogravure Frontispiece. 

ys. 6d. net. 

The strange story of Maria Stella is one of the most interesting of 
unsolved mysteries. Whether she was Princess or peasant, a Bourbon 
of France or a humble Chiappini of Tuscany, is a problem still 
unsettled, and upon its issue depends the real identity of the child 
who afterwards became Louis Philippe, King of France. The whole 
of the evidence is carefully worked out by the Author, and his view 
is clearly that Maria Stella was a daughter of Philippe Egalit6. 



NEW FICTION. 



Crown 8vo. 6sb each, 

HIS FIRST LEAVE. 

By L. ALLEN MARKER, 

Author op 'Thb Intbrvbntion op thb Dukb,' 'Wbb Folk, Good Folk,' 

* CONCBRNING PaUL AND FlAMMBTTA,' BTC 

It is often made a subject of reproach to our novelists that they 
rarely introduce children into their stories, probably because of the 
difficulty of drawing them 'to the life.' Mrs. Marker's skill in this 
direction has already been shown in the portraits of Paul and Fiam- 
metta, and although * His First Leave ' is a much more ' grown-up ' 
book, the pathetic figure of little Roger, the child whose sweet 
nature triimiphed over the ill-effects of a mother's neglect, is indis- 
pensable among the dramatis personae. The principal part, however, 
is played by Herrick Wycherly, and this charming character of a 
girl, dightly imconventional but always delightful, proves that the 
author can portray a grown-up maiden no less successfully than a 
child. The love-story of Herrick and Montagu provides the main 
current of the book, complicated by the baleful intervention of Mrs. 
Reeve ; but the windings of the current and its final issue must be 
traced by the reader in the pages of this entertaining novel. 
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Crown 8fv. 6s« each* 

THE DESERT VENTURE. 

By FRANK SAVILE. 

This is a good stirrinK story, reminding one of the late H. Seton 
Merriman in its power of introducing a series of exciting adventures 
which, but for the author's skill, might seem almost too extraordhiary 
for the twentieth century. As we read these pages, however, we 
feel that there is no reason whatever why an enterprising European 
should not even to-day attempt to carve out for himself a new little 
empire in the heart of Africa, why he should not have to confront dl 
sorts of intrigues culminating in most sanguinary fighting both with 
natives and European rivals; while the chain of circumstances 
which takes out Eva, the heroine, to follow the fortimes of ' Unde 
Dick ' and her cousin Arthur in the hinterland of Morocco seems 
the inevitable result of an ingeniously-contrived situation. An in- 
teresting and exciting book, which arrests attention and retains it. 



THE ELECTION OF ISABEL. 

By RONALD MACDONALD, 

Author op 'A Human Trinity,' 'Thk Sba-BCaid/ Etc. 

It was inevitable that the claims of the < Sufiragettes ' should afford 
material for a novel, but few authors could have attacked the subject 
in a lighter or happier vein than Mr. Macdonald. Lady Isabel Fen- 
churc^ the daup^hter of the Duke of Hoimsditch, is depicted as a 
perfectly charmmg woman with an in&ituation for the 'Feminist 
Movement.' She marries Charles Lawless on the understanding 
that it is merely a matter of convenience, that he will supply her 
with funds for 'the cause,' and give her absolute freedom. He 
hopes in time to win her love, and accepts half a loaf as better than 
no bread. Then follows a host of difficulties arising from the 
situation, all treated most humorously, and culminating in an 
election, in which Lady Isabel and her husband are rival candidates. 
It would not be fair to reveal the finale; the book should be read 
mainly for its amusing qualities, but here and there are glimpses of 
a more serious appreciation of this burning question. 
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FAMILIAR FACES. 

By HARRY GRAHAM, 

Author or 'Ruthless Rktmbs pob Hbartlbss Homes,' 'Ballads op the Boer War,' 

' MlSRETRBSBNTATlVE MeN,' ETC, ETC. 

Medium Svo. With i6 Illustrations by Georgb Morrow. 35. 6d. net- 
In this volume Capt. Graham treats of fifteen types of everyday 
people — the Actor Manager, the Gourmet, the Dentist, the Faddist, 
the Colonel, and so forth — in the singularly facile and ingenious 
verse for which he is well known. His poetry is often irresistibly 
comic, and its spirit has been well caught by the artist who has 
illustrated the book. 



NEW TECHNICAL WORKS. 



ELECTRICAL TRACTION. 

By ERNEST WILSON, Whit. Sch., M.I.E.E., 

Professor OP ELECTRICAL Bnginebring in the Siemens Laboratory, King's College, London ; 

AND FRANCIS LYDALL, B.A:, B.Sc, A.I.E.E. 
New Edition. Rewritten and Greatly Enlarged. 

Two Volumes, sold separately. Demy Svo. 

Vol. /., with about 270 Illustrations and Index. 15s. net. 
Vol. II., with about 170 Illustrations and Index. 15s. net- 
In dealing with this ever-increasingly important subject the 
authors have divided the work into the two oranches which are, 
for chronolc^cal and other reasons, most convenient, namely, the 
utilization of direct and alternating currents respectively. Direct 
current traction taking the first place, the first volume is devoted 
to electric tramways and direct-current electric railways. In the 
second volume the application of three-phase alternating currents 
to electric railway problems is considered in detail, and finally the 
latest developments in single-phase alternating current traction are 
discussed at length. There is a separate Index to each volume, and 
in Volume I. an Appendix giving Board of Trade Regulations, 
Procedure, etc. In the case of both tramways and railways there 
are chapters on the financial aspects of these undertakings. 

A special feature of the book are the illustrations, which are ex- 
ceptionally numerous and absolutely up to date. 
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A TEXT-BOOK OF ELECTRICAL 

ENGINEERING. 

By Dr. ADOLF THOMALEN. 

Translated by GEORGE W. O. HOWE, M.Sc, Whit. Sch., 

A.M.I.E.E., 

Lbctubbx in Elbctxical Enginsbxing at thk Cbntral Tbchnical Coluksx, Sooth 

I KSNSniGTON. 

Rcyal Svo. With 454 Illtisirations. 158. net. 

This translation of the 'Kurze Lehrbuch der Electrotechnik ' 
is intended to fill the gap which appears to exist between the 
elementary text-books and the specialized works on various branches 
of electrical en^eering. It includes additional matter which is to 
be introduced mto the third German edition, now in preparation. 
The book is concerned almost exclusively with principles, and does 
not enter into details of the practical construction of apparatus and 
machines, aiming rather at laying a thorough foundation which shall 
make the study of works on the design of machinery more profitable. 



HYDRAULICS. 

By F. C. LEA, B.Sc, A.M.Inst.C.E., 

Sbmiok Whitwoktm Scholak, A.R.C.S. ; Lbcturbr in Applied Mbchanics and Engimbbbiiig 
Dbsign, Cmr amd Guilds op London Central Technical Collbgb, Lonx»on. 

Demy Svo. i8s. net. 

This book is intended to supply the want felt by students and 
teachers alike for a text-book of Hydraulics to practically cover the 
syllabuses of London and other Universities, and of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. With this end in view, and to make the work 
as self-contained as possible, the earlier chapters are devoted to the 
consideration of fluids at rest and the stability of floating bodies. 
For the chapters on the flow of water, in pipes and channels^ and 
through orifices and over weirs, the latest experimental work has 
been carefully consulted, and it is believed the r6sum6 given of that 
work wiU not only be of use to students and teachers, but also to 
practical engineers. The construction of modem hydraulic machines 
is shown by a number of examples. A chapter on the resistance of 
ships' models is inserted, and the method of determiningthe still- 
water resistance of ships from that of the model is ^ven. The work 
is completely illustrated, and the methods of usmg the formulae 
given are shown by worked Arithmetical Examples. 
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WOOD. 

H Aanual of tbe natural 'biators anD JnDudttial Bpplfcattoitd ot 

tbe ^imbera of Commerce. 

By G. S. BOULGER, F.L.S., F.G.S., A.S.I., 

PsorsssoH or Botany and Lbcturbr on Forbstry in thb City or London Collbgb, 

AND FORMERLY IN THB ROYAL AGRICULTURAL COLLBGE. 

New Edition f Revised and Enlarged and profusely Illustrated. 

Demy 8v0. las, 6d, net. 

Of the many thousand different kinds of wood, the author deals 
with some 750 of those which are practically known in general 
commerce. The book is divided into two sections. The mrst de- 
scribes the structure and development of trees, followed by chapters 
on the recognition and classification of woods, selecting, seasoning, 
storing, defects, methods of testing, etc. The second section, com- 
prising more than half the book, gives condensed accounts, with 
physical constants, when these are known, of the different woods of 
commerce, and will prove most valuable for purposes of reference. 

In an appendix will be found nearly fifty fiiU-page illustrations of 
magnified sections of all the principal woods of commerce. 



ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 
FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS. 

By JULIUS B. COHEN, Ph.D., B.Sc., 

Propbssor op Organic Chemistry in thb University or Lebds, and Associate or Owens 

College, Manchester. 

Demy Sw. a is. net. 

The book is written for students who have already completed an 
elementary course of Organic Chemistry, and is intended largely to 
take the place of the advanced text-book. For it has long been the 
opinion of the author that, when the principles of classification and 
synthesis and the properties of fundamental groups have been 
acquired, the object of the teacher should be, not to multiply facts 
of a similar kind, but rather to present to the student a broad and 
general outline of the more important branches of the subject. This 
method of treatment, whilst it avoids the dictionary arrangement 
which the text-book requires, leaves the writer the firee disposal of 
his materials, so that he can bring together related substances, 
irrespective of their nature, and deal tnoroughly with important 
theoretical questions which are often inadequately treated in the 
text-book. 
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A HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY. 

By Dr. HUGO BAUER, 

Royal Tbchmical iMtrmm, Stottcakt. 

Translated by R. V. STANFORD, B.Sc. Lond., 

PiiBSTunr RssKAJrCN Scholak in thb UNivixsmr or Bikmimgmam. 

Croum 8vo. 3s. 6d. net. 

In the course of the historical development of chemistry there 
have occurred definite periods completely dominated by some one 
leading idea, and, as will be seen from the contents, it is upon these 
periods that the arrangement of this book is based. 

CONTENTS.— Part I.— I. The Chemistry of the Ancients (to the fourth 
century, aj>.); II. The Period of Alchemy (from the fourth to the sixteenth 
centurin) ; III. The Period of latrochemistry (sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies) ; rv. The Period of Phlogistic Chemistry (1700 to 1774). 

Part II. — I. The Period of Lavoisier; II. The Period of the Development of 
Organic Chemistry ; III. The Chemistry of the Present Day. Index. 



BOOKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 



L STAFF OFFICER'S SCRAP-BOOl 

"Smting tbe ttaseo^nji^ncec Wax. 

By Lieut. -General Sir IAN HAMILTON, K.C.B. 

Two Volum&Sf Demy Svo. With Illustrations^ Maps, and Plans. 

185. net each. 



LETTERS FROM THE FAR EAST. 

By Sir CHARLES ELIOT, K.C.M.G., 

Author op 'Tukkby in Europb,' 'Ths East Africa Protbctoratb,' btc. 

Demy Svo. With Illustrations, 8s. 6<l« net. 



SOME PROBLEMS OF EXISTENCE. 

By NORMAN PEARSON. 
Dmy Svo. 7s. 66. net. 



